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Waterloo
Until now there has not been a serious study of the rifle-armed regiments of the British Army that earned such renown in the
Peninsular and Waterloo campaigns. Compiled by a former rifleman, Ray Cusick, who has written extensively on the subject,
Wellington’s Rifles examines the new rifle regiments, how they came about, their development, and their actions. The author also
investigates the introduction of rifled muskets into the British Army in the French and Indian wars of the eighteenth century, where
they were shunned by the military establishment, to their transition into a key element in Wellington’s extraordinarily successful
Peninsular army. The training and tactics of the riflemen are explained and each significant engagement in which they were
involved is explored in thrilling detail. It was the riflemen of the 95th Regiment who inspired Bernard Cornewell’s famous series of
Richard Sharpe books. That was the fiction—here is the reality. Featuring a foreword by renowned Napoleonic historian Ian
Fletcher, Wellington’s Rifles is an authoritative account of the early history of rifle regiments in the British Army. Skyhorse
Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books
about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the
American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we
publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
In an age when infantry units manoeuvred and fought in rigid blocks, the idea of encouraging initiative and allowing a unit to
'skirmish' was regarded as revolutionary and fell out of favour in the years following the French-Indian and American Revolutionary
wars. It was revived by far-sighted British and foreign-mercenary officers, who observed the way in which French Revolutionary
armies deployed skirmishers to prepare the way for their assault columns. Offering a detailed analysis of the tactics, this book is
studded with period 'battle descriptions' quoted from eye-witness accounts, creating a comprehensive guide to the Light and Rifles
units of Wellington's Light Division. As the result of the first tentative experiments in skirmishing the units achieved an unsurpassed
peak of efficiency – they marched faster, were versatile in any sort of tactical situation and could shoot more accurately than either
friend or foe. No other national army, either allied or enemy, achieved these standards.
RiflesSix Years with Wellington's Legendary Sharpshooters
The 5th Battalion of the 60th (Royal American) Regiment was the first rifle battalion in the regular British Army. Raised in 1797, it
marked a significant step in the development of British light infantry and rifle corps. Lieutenant Colonel Francis de Rottenburg, the
battalion's commander for almost 10 years, formulated the first British Army light infantry manual. After serving in Ireland during
the 1798 rebellion, in the West Indies, and in the Americas, the battalion rose to fame during the Peninsular War. It was one of
only three battalions to be present from the initial landings in Portugal through to the invasion of France, and victory six years later.
Page 1/11

Access Free Rifles Six Years With Wellingtons Legendary Sharpshooters
Divided between the brigades of Wellington's army to provide specialist rifle and skirmishing capability, the riflemen often formed
advance or rear guards, patrols and outposts. Frequently praised by Wellington and his divisional commanders, the battalion won
16 battle honors. Drawing on official records, memoirs, court martial transcripts, inspection reports, and unpublished letters,
Riflemen recounts not only the campaigns in which the battalion fought, but also many personal stories of the soldiers who served
with it. Riflemen includes tales of murder, promotion from the ranks, desertion, prisoners of war, and small actions that are often
overlooked. As the first history of the battalion written in almost 100 years, it sheds new light on a vital component of Wellington's
army and its important place in the history of the British Army.
This study examines the observations of U.S. military personnel who attended India's Defence Services Staff College (DSSC) at
Wellington. Although the DSSC is a tri-service professional military education institution, this study focuses primarily on the Indian
Army, the largest and most influentialmilitary service in India. Collectively, U.S. personnel at the DSSC had sustained
interactionsover an extended period of time with three distinct groups of Indian Army officers: seniorofficers (brigadier through
lieutenant general), senior midlevel (lieutenant colonel and colonel),and junior midlevel (captain and major). The study focuses on
the attitudes and values of theIndian Army officer corps over a 38-year period, from 1979 to 2017, to determine if there waschange
over time, and if so, to understand the drivers of that change.
More has probably been written about the Waterloo campaign than almost any other in history. It was the climax of the Napoleonic
Wars and forms a watershed in both European and world history. However, the lethal combination of national bias, wilful distortion
and simple error has unfortunately led to the constantly regurgitated traditional 'accepted' version being significantly wrong
regarding many episodes in the campaign. Oft-repeated claims have morphed into established fact and, with the bicentenary of
this famous battle soon to be commemorated, it is high time that these are challenged and finally dismissed.?Gareth Glover has
spent a decade uncovering hundreds of previously unpublished eyewitness accounts of the battle and campaign, which have
highlighted many of these myths and errors. In this ground-breaking history, based on extensive primary research of all the nations
involved, he provides a very readable and beautifully balanced account of the entire campaign while challenging these distorted
claims and myths, and he provides clear evidence to back his version of events. ?His thoughtful reassessment of this decisive
episode in world history will be stimulating reading for those already familiar with the Napoleonic period and it will form a
fascinating introduction for readers who are discovering this extraordinary event for the first time.
4th March 2018, Salisbury, England. Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia were enjoying a rare and peaceful Sunday spent
together, completely unaware they had been poisoned with the deadly nerve agent Novichok. Hours later both were found
slumped on a park bench close to death. Following their attempted murders on British soil, Russia was publically accused by the
West of carrying out the attack, marking a new low for international relations between the two since the end of the Cold War. The
Skripal Files is the definitive account of how Skripal's story fits into the wider context of the new spy war between Russia and the
West. The Skripal Files explores the time Skripal spent as a spy in the Russian Military Intelligence, how he was turned to work as
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an agent by MI6, his imprisonment in Russia and his eventual release as part of a spy-swap that would bring him to Salisbury,
where on that fateful day he and his daughter found themselves fighting for their lives.
The American Revolution from a unique perspective--as seen through the eyes of a redcoat regiment. From Lexington Green in
1775 to Yorktown in 1781, one British regiment marched thousands of miles and fought a dozen battles to uphold British rule in
America: the Royal Welch Fusiliers. Their story, and that of all the soldiers England sent across the Atlantic, is one of the few
untold sagas of the American Revolution, one that sheds light on the war itself and offers surprising, at times unsettling, insights
into the way the war was conducted on both sides. Drawing on a wealth of previously unused primary accounts, and with
compelling narrative flair, Mark Urban reveals the inner life of the 23rd Regiment, the Fusiliers-and through it, of the British army
as a whole-as it fought one of the pivotal campaigns of world history. Describing how British troops adopted new tactics and
promoted new leaders, Urban shows how the foundations were laid for the redcoats' subsequent heroic performance against
Napoleon. Fighting the climactic battles of the Revolution in the American south, the Fusiliers became one of the crack regiments
of the army, never believing themselves to have been defeated. But the letters from members of the 23rd and other archival
accounts reveal much more than battle details. Living the Revolution day-to-day, the Fusiliers witnessed acts of kindness and
atrocity on both sides unrecorded in histories of the war. Their observations bring the conflict down to human scale and provide a
unique insight into soldiering in the late eighteenth century. Fusiliers will challenge the prevailing stereotypes of the enemy
redcoats and offer an invaluable new perspective on a defining period in American history.
When American and British forces invaded Iraq in March 2003, select teams of special forces and intelligence operatives got to
work looking for the WMD their governments had promised were there. They quickly realized no such weapons existed. Instead
they faced an insurgency—a soaring spiral of extremism and violence that was almost impossible to understand, let alone reverse.
Facing defeat, the Coalition waged a hidden war within a war. Major-General Stan McChrystal devised a campaign fusing special
forces, aircraft, and the latest surveillance technology with the aim of taking down the enemy faster than it could regenerate.
Guided by intelligence, British and American special forces conducted a relentless onslaught, night after night targeting al-Qaeda
and other insurgent groups. Task Force Black reveals not only the intensity of the secret fight that turned the tide in Baghdad but
the rivalries and personal battles that had to be overcome along the way. Incisive, dramatic, exceptionally revealing, the war in Iraq
cannot be understood without this book.
The SAS describes its attitude to the use of lethal force as 'Big boys' games, big boys' rules'. Anyone caught with a gun or bomb
can expect to be shot. In Big Boys' Rules: The SAS and the Secret Struggle Against the IRA Mark Urban meticulously explores the
security forces' covert operations in Northern Ireland: from the mid-1970s, when they were stepped up, to the Loughall ambush in
1987, in which eight IRA Provisionals were killed. While charting the successes and failures of special operations during the
troubles, Urban reveals the unenviable dilemmas faced by intelligence chiefs engaged in a daily struggle against one of the world's
most sophisticated terrorist organisations. 'This is a book that needed to be written and which fulfils the essentials of any Ulster
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story; it expands understanding beyond fragmented jingoism and newspaper headlines.' John Stalker, Sunday Times
The battles between British and French forces during the Peninsular War (1807–14) and the Hundred Days campaign of 1815 saw
both sides deploy specialist units of skirmishers trained in marksmanship and open-order combat. These 'light' troops fulfilled
several important roles on the battlefield, such as 'masking' large bodies of close-order troops as they manoeuvred in battle, firing
upon enemy troops to provoke them into attacking prematurely, and harassing enemy artillery crews and senior officers with aimed
fire. On occasion, the skirmishers were tasked with special missions requiring individual initiative, such as the capture or defence
of key battlefield positions, especially those situated in difficult terrain. While Napoleon's skirmishers carried the smoothbore
musket, notoriously inaccurate and short-ranged, several elite units fighting for Britain were armed with the rifle, a far more
accurate weapon that was hampered by a slower rate of fire. As well as the legendary 95th Rifles, Britain fielded rifle-armed
German troops of the 60th Regiment and the King's German Legion, while France's light troops were fielded in individual
companies but also entire regiments. In this study, David Greentree assesses the role and effectiveness of rifle-armed British
troops and their French open-order opponents in three very different encounters: Roliça (August 1808), the first British battle of the
Peninsular War; the struggle for a key bridge at Barba del Puerco (March 1810); and the bitter fight for the La Haye Sainte
farmhouse during the battle of Waterloo (June 1815).
In order to finance the Duke of Wellington's next campaign against Napoleon and his forces, Richard Sharpe undertakes to steal a
fortune in gold and must outwit both Spanish guerrillas and the French in the treacherous terrain of the Portuguese hills. Reprint.
Examining the memoirs and autobiographies of British soldiers during the Romantic period, Neil Ramsey explores the effect of
these as cultural forms mediating warfare to the reading public during and immediately after the French Revolutionary and
Napoleonic wars. Forming a distinct and commercially successful genre that in turn inspired the military and nautical novels that
flourished in the 1830s, military memoirs profoundly shaped nineteenth-century British culture's understanding of war as Romantic
adventure, establishing images of the nation's middle-class soldier heroes that would be of enduring significance through the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As Ramsey shows, the military memoir achieved widespread acclaim and commercial success
among the reading public of the late Romantic era. Ramsey assesses their influence in relation to Romantic culture's wider
understanding of war writing, autobiography, and authorship and to the shifting relationships between the individual, the soldier,
and the nation. The memoirs, Ramsey argues, participated in a sentimental response to the period's wars by transforming earlier,
impersonal traditions of military memoirs into stories of the soldier's personal suffering. While the focus on suffering established in
part a lasting strand of anti-war writing in memoirs by private soldiers, such stories also helped to foster a sympathetic bond
between the soldier and the civilian that played an important role in developing ideas of a national war and functioned as a central
component in a national commemoration of war.
Although an army’s success is often measured in battle outcomes, its victories depend on strengths that may be less obvious on
the field. In Sickness, Suffering, and the Sword, military historian Andrew Bamford assesses the effectiveness of the British Army
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in sustained campaigning during the Napoleonic Wars. In the process, he offers a fresh and controversial look at Britain’s military
system, showing that success or failure on campaign rested on the day-to-day experiences of regimental units rather than the
army as a whole. Bamford draws his title from the words of Captain Moyle Sherer, who during the winter of 1816–1817 wrote an
account of his service during the Peninsular War: “My regiment has never been very roughly handled in the field. . . But, alas!
What between sickness, suffering, and the sword, few, very few of those men are now in existence.” Bamford argues that those
daily scourges of such often-ignored factors as noncombat deaths and equine strength and losses determined outcomes on the
battlefield. In the nineteenth century, the British Army was a collection of regiments rather than a single unified body, and the
regimental system bore the responsibility of supplying manpower on that field. Between 1808 and 1815, when Britain was fighting
a global conflict far greater than its military capabilities, the system nearly collapsed. Only a few advantages narrowly outweighed
the army’s increasing inability to meet manpower requirements. This book examines those critical dynamics in Britain’s major
early-nineteenth-century campaigns: the Peninsular War (1808–1814), the Walcheren Expedition (1809), the American War
(1812–1815), and the growing commitments in northern Europe from 1813 on. Drawn from primary documents, Bamford’s
statistical analysis compares the vast disparities between regiments and different theatres of war and complements recent studies
of health and sickness in the British Army.
Mark Urban tells the story of ten exceptional soldiers who left their mark on Britain and the world. Some including Wellington,
Kitchener and Montgomery are names etched in the national mythology. Others are more obscure figures whose achievements or
failures may have had consequences quite different to those they had intended. All ten of these generals revealed either a brilliant
ability or a fatal flaw. Success or failure depended largely on their ability to work within Britain's Parliamentary democracy and
against tyrants, despots and emperors who were often free to act alone.

The seven-year campaign that saved Europe from Napoleon told by those who were there. What made Arthur Duke of
Wellington the military genius who was never defeated in battle? In the vivid narrative style that is his trademark, Peter
Snow recalls how Wellington evolved from a backward, sensitive schoolboy into the aloof but brilliant commander. He
tracks the development of Wellington's leadership and his relationship with the extraordinary band of men he led from
Portugal in 1808 to their final destruction of Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo seven years. Having described his
soldiers as the 'scum of the earth' Wellington transformed them into the finest fighting force of their time. Digging deep
into the rich treasure house of diaries and journals that make this war the first in history to be so well recorded, Snow
examines how Wellington won the devotion of generals such as the irascible Thomas Picton and the starry but reckless
'Black Bob' Crauford and soldiers like Rifleman Benjamin Harris and Irishman Ned Costello. Through many first-hand
accounts, Snow brings to life the horrors and all of the humanity of life in and out of battle, as well as shows the way that
Wellington mastered the battlefield to outsmart the French and change the future of Europe. To War with Wellington is
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the gripping account of a very human story about a remarkable leader and his men.
A monumental, groundbreaking work, now in paperback, that shows how technological and strategic revolutions have
transformed the battlefield Combining gripping narrative history with wide-ranging analysis, War Made New focuses on
four "revolutions" in military affairs and describes how inventions ranging from gunpowder to GPS-guided air strikes have
remade the field of battle—and shaped the rise and fall of empires. War Made New begins with the Gunpowder Revolution
and explains warfare's evolution from ritualistic, drawn-out engagements to much deadlier events, precipitating the rise of
the modern nation-state. He next explores the triumph of steel and steam during the Industrial Revolution, showing how it
powered the spread of European colonial empires. Moving into the twentieth century and the Second Industrial
Revolution, Boot examines three critical clashes of World War II to illustrate how new technology such as the tank, radio,
and airplane ushered in terrifying new forms of warfare and the rise of centralized, and even totalitarian, world powers.
Finally, Boot focuses on the Gulf War, the invasion of Afghanistan, and the Iraq War—arguing that even as cutting-edge
technologies have made America the greatest military power in world history, advanced communications systems have
allowed decentralized, "irregular" forces to become an increasingly significant threat.
Combining military and cultural history, the book explores British soldiers' travels and cross-cultural encounters in Spain
and Portugal, 1808-1814. It is the story of how soldiers interacted with the local environment and culture, of their attitudes
and behaviour towards the inhabitants, and how they wrote about all this in letters and memoirs.
History books report—and rightly so—that it was the strategic and intelligence-gathering brilliance of the Duke of Wellington
(who began his military career as Arthur Wellesley) that culminated in Britain's defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo
in 1815. Nearly two hundred years later, many of General Wellesley's subordinates are still remembered for their crucial
roles in these historic campaigns. But Lt. Col. George Scovell is not among them. The Man Who Broke Napoleon's
Codes is the story of a man of common birth—bound, according to the severe social strictures of eighteenth-century
England, for the life of a tradesman—who would in time become his era's most brilliant code-breaker and an officer in
Wellesley's army. In an age when officers were drawn almost exclusively from the ranks of the nobility, George
Scovell—an engraver's apprentice—joined Wellesley in 1809. Scovell provides a fascinating lens through which to view a
critical era in military history—his treacherous rise through the ranks, despite the scorn of his social betters and his
presence alongside Wellesley in each of the major European campaigns, from the Iberian Peninsula through Waterloo.
But George Scovell was more than just a participant in those events. Already recognized as a gifted linguist, Scovell
would prove a remarkably nimble cryptographer. Encoded military communiqués between Napoleon and his generals,
intercepted by the British, were brought to Scovell for his skilled deciphering. As Napoleon's encryption techniques
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became more sophisticated, Wellesley came to rely ever more on Scovell's genius for this critical intelligence. In Scovell's
lifetime, his role in Britain's greatest military victory was grudgingly acknowledged; but his accomplishments would
eventually be credited to others—including Wellington himself. Scovell's name—and his contributions—have been largely
overlooked or ignored. The Man Who Broke Napoleon's Codes tells the fascinating story of the early days of cryptology,
re-creates the high drama of some of Europe's most remarkable military campaigns, and restores the mantle of hero to a
man heretofore forgotten by history.
Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington, lives on in popular memory as the "Invincible General," loved by his men, admired
by his peers, formidable to his opponents. This incisive book revises such a portrait, offering an accurate--and
controversial--new analysis of Wellington's remarkable military career. Unlike his nemesis Napoleon, Wellington was by
no means a man of innate military talent, Huw J. Davies argues. Instead, the key to Wellington's military success was an
exceptionally keen understanding of the relationship between politics and war.Drawing on extensive primary research,
Davies discusses Wellington's military apprenticeship in India, where he learned through mistakes as well as successes
how to plan campaigns, organize and use intelligence, and negotiate with allies. In India Wellington encountered the
constant political machinations of indigenous powers, and it was there that he apprenticed in the crucial skill of balancing
conflicting political priorities. In later campaigns and battles, including the Peninsular War and Waterloo, Wellington's
genius for strategy, operations, and tactics emerged. For his success in the art of war, he came to rely on his art as a
politician and tactician. This strikingly original book shows how Wellington made even unlikely victories possible--with a
well-honed political brilliance that underpinned all of his military achievements.
The 95th Rifles was one of history's great fighting units, and Mark Urban brings them and the Napoleonic War gloriously
to life in this unique chronicle. Focusing especially on six soldiers in the first battalion, Urban tells the Rifles' story from
May 25, 1809, when they shipped out to join Wellington's army in Spain, through the battle of Waterloo in June 1815.
Drawing on diaries, letters, and other personal accounts, Urban has fashioned a vivid narrative that allows readers to feel
the thrill and horror of famous battles, the hardship of the march across Europe, the bravery and camaraderie of a
nineteenthcentury Band of Brothers whose innovative tactics created the modern notion of infantryman.
A collection of history-shaping minutiae reveals how twists of fate affected famous outcomes, from the hammer-throwing
blacksmith who discovered a vein of silver to Charlton Heston's casting in The Ten Commandments because of the effect
a broken nose had on his profile. By the author of Mission Accomplished!
An anecdotal history of the British soldier from the American Revolution through the Indian Mutiny is based on personal
diaries and highlights such events as the Wolfe's victory and death at Quebec, Wellington's Peninsular War, Waterloo,
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and the Crimean War. 10,000 first printing.
Edgehill, 1642: Surveying the disastrous scene in the aftermath of the first battle of the English Civil War, Oliver Cromwell realizes that war
can no longer be made in the old, feudal way: there has to be system and discipline, and therefore - eventually - a standing professional
army. From the 'New Model Army' of Cromwell's distant vision, former soldier Allan Mallinson shows us the people and events that have
shaped the army we know today. How Marlborough's momentous victory at Blenheim is linked to Wellington's at Waterloo; how the desperate
fight at Rorke's Drift in 1879 underpinned the heroism of the airborne forces at Arnhem in 1944; and why Montgomery's momentous victory at
El Alamein mattered long after the Second World War was over. From the Army's origins at the battle of Edgehill to our current conflict in
Afghanistan, this is history at its most relevant - and most dramatic.
Until now there has not been a serious study of the rifle-armed regiments of the British Army that earned such renown in the Peninsular and
Waterloo campaigns. Compiled by a former rifleman, Ray Cusick, who has written extensively on the subject, Wellington's Rifles examines
the new rifle regiments, how they came about, their development and their actions.??The author also investigates the introduction of rifled
muskets into the British Army in the French and Indian wars of the eighteenth century, where they were shunned by the military
establishment, to their transition into a key element in Wellington's extraordinarily successful Peninsular army.??The training and tactics of
the riflemen are explained and each significant engagement in which they were involved is explored in thrilling detail. It was the riflemen of
the 95th Regiment that inspired the series of Sharpe books and films. That was the fiction; this is the reality.??The publication will be
introduced by the renowned Napoleonic historian Ian Fletcher.
The British troops who fought so successfully under the Duke of Wellington during his Peninsular Campaign against Napoleon have long
been branded by the duke’s own words—“scum of the earth”—and assumed to have been society’s ne’er-do-wells or criminals who enlisted
to escape justice. Now Edward J. Coss shows to the contrary that most of these redcoats were respectable laborers and tradesmen and that
it was mainly their working-class status that prompted the duke’s derision. Driven into the army by unemployment in the wake of Britain’s
industrial revolution, they confronted wartime hardship with ethical values and became formidable soldiers in the bargain These men
depended on the king’s shilling for survival, yet pay was erratic and provisions were scant. Fed worse even than sixteenth-century Spanish
galley slaves, they often marched for days without adequate food; and if during the campaign they did steal from Portuguese and Spanish
civilians, the theft was attributable not to any criminal leanings but to hunger and the paltry rations provided by the army. Coss draws on a
comprehensive database on British soldiers as well as first-person accounts of Peninsular War participants to offer a better understanding of
their backgrounds and daily lives. He describes how these neglected and abused soldiers came to rely increasingly on the emotional and
physical support of comrades and developed their own moral and behavioral code. Their cohesiveness, Coss argues, was a major factor in
their legendary triumphs over Napoleon’s battle-hardened troops. The first work to closely examine the social composition of Wellington’s
rank and file through the lens of military psychology, All for the King’s Shilling transcends the Napoleonic battlefield to help explain the
motivation and behavior of all soldiers under the stress of combat.
The armies of the Napoleonic Wars fought in a series of devastating campaigns that disturbed the peace of Europe for twelve years, yet the
composition, organization and fighting efficiency of these forces receive too little attention. Each force tends to be examined in isolation or in
the context of an individual battle or campaign or as the instrument of a famous commander. Rarely have these armies been studied together
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in a single volume as they are in this authoritative and fascinating reassessment edited by Gregory Fremont-Barnes.Leading experts on the
Napoleonic Wars have been specially commissioned to produce chapters on each of the armed forces that took part in this momentous era in
European history. The result is a vivid comparative portrait of ten of the most significant armies of the period, and of military service and
warfare in the early nineteenth century. The book will be essential reading and reference for all students of the Napoleonic era.Covers the
armies of Austria, Britain, the Confederation of the Rhine, the Duchy of Warsaw, France, the Kingdom of Italy, Portugal, Prussia, Russia and
Spain.
In a breathtaking work of narrative history, Mark Urban traces the story of the 95th Rifles, the toughest and deadliest sharpshooters in
Wellington's army.
In February 1810, Wellington formed what became the most famous unit in the Peninsular War: the Light Division. Formed around the 43rd
and 52nd Light Infantry and the 95th Rifles, the exploits of these three regiments is legendary. Over the next 50 months, the division would
fight and win glory in almost every battle and siege of the Peninsular War. Key to the understanding how the division achieved its fame is an
understanding of their excellence and tradition that was established from its founding. It began on the border of Spain and Portugal where it
served as a screen between Wellington’s Army and the French. For six months while vastly outnumbered, it manned outposts, guarded fords
and bridges, and fought numerous skirmishes. When it came time pull back from the border, the division endured a harrowing retreat with a
relentless enemy at their heels. It was during this eventful year it developed an esprit-de-corps and a belief in its leaders and itself that was
unrivaled in Wellington’s Army. Wellington's Light Division in the Peninsular War uses over 100 primary sources to recount the numerous
skirmishes, combats, and battles, as well as the hardships of a year of duty on the front lines. Many of these sources are from British and
Portuguese archives and have never been published before. Others are from long-forgotten books published over 150 years ago. It is through
the words of the officers and men who served with it that this major, and long-anticipated study of the first critical year of the Light Division is
told.
The explosive story of the poisoning of the former Russian spy Sergei Skripal and what it reveals about the growing clandestine conflict
between the West and Russia Salisbury, England: March 4, 2018. Slumped on a bench, paralyzed and barely able to breathe, were a former
Russian intelligence officer named Sergei Skripal and his daughter, Yulia. Sergei had been living a quiet life in England since 2010, when he
was expelled from Russia as part of a spy swap; he had been serving a lengthy prison sentence for working secretly for the British
intelligence agency MI6. On this Sunday afternoon, he and his daughter had just finished lunch at a local restaurant when they started to feel
faint. Within minutes they were close to death. The Skripals had been poisoned, not with a familiar toxin but with Novichok, a deadly nerve
agent developed in southern Russia. Was this a message from the Kremlin that traitors would not escape violent death, even on British soil?
As Sergei and Yulia fought for their lives, and the British government and their allies sought answers, relations between the West and Russia
descended to a new low. The Skripal Files is a remarkable and definitive account of Sergei Skripal’s story, which lays bare the new spy war
between Russia and the West. Mark Urban, the diplomatic and defense editor for the BBC, met with Skripal in the months before his
poisoning, learning about his career in Russian military intelligence, how he became a British agent, his imprisonment in Russia, and the
events that led to his release. Skripal’s first-hand accounts and experiences reveal the high stakes of a new spy game that harks back to the
chilliest days of the Cold War.
This series concentrates on women and the soldiers in the ranks whose lives they shared, assembling a wide body of evidence of their
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romantic entanglements and domestic concerns. The new military history of recent decades has demanded a broadening of the source base
beyond elite accounts or those that concentrate solely on battlefield experiences. Armies did not operate in isolation, and men’s family ties
influenced the course of events in a variety of ways. Campfollowing women and children occupied a liminal space in campaign life. Those
who travelled "on the strength" of the army received rations in return for providing services such as laundry and nursing, but they could also
be grouped with prostitutes and condemned as a ‘burden’ by officers. Parents, wives, and offspring left behind at home remained in
soldiers’ thoughts, despite an army culture aimed at replacing kin with regimental ties. Soldiers’ families’ suffering, both on the march and
back in Britain, attracted public attention at key points in this period as well. This series provides, for the first time in one place, a wide body of
texts relating to common soldiers’ personal lives: the women with whom they became involved, their children, and the families who cared for
them. It brings hitherto unpublished material into print for the first time, and resurrects accounts that have not been in wide circulation since
the nineteenth century. The collection combines the observations of officers, government officials and others with memoirs and letters from
men in the ranks, and from the women themselves. It draws extensively on press accounts, especially in the nineteenth century. It also
demonstrates the value of using literary depictions alongside the letters, diaries, memoirs and war office papers that form the traditional
source base of military historians. This third volume includes personal accounts of service in the Napoleonic Wars Era.

A brilliant telling of the history of the common seaman in the age of sail, and his role in Britain’s trade, exploration, and warfare
British maritime history in the age of sail is full of the deeds of officers like Nelson but has given little voice to plain, "illiterate"
seamen. Now Stephen Taylor draws on published and unpublished memoirs, letters, and naval records, including court-martials
and petitions, to present these men in their own words. In this exhilarating account, ordinary seamen are far from the hapless
sufferers of the press gangs. Proud and spirited, learned in their own fashion, with robust opinions and the courage to challenge
overweening authority, they stand out from their less adventurous compatriots. Taylor demonstrates how the sailor was the engine
of British prosperity and expansion up to the Industrial Revolution. From exploring the South Seas with Cook to establishing the
East India Company as a global corporation, from the sea battles that made Britain a superpower to the crisis of the 1797
mutinies, these "sons of the waves" held the nation’s destiny in their calloused hands.
Edward Costello enlisted into his local militia regiment in Ireland in 1806, and transferred, not without having a few adventures in
his native Ireland, to the 95th Rifles. Not quite well drilled enough to join in Sir John Moore’s 1808-1809 campaign, he narrates
some stories of his comrades who did, including Tom Plunket, famous for shooting the French General Colbert. His service in the
Peninsular campaign, started almost immediately with the epic forced march to Talavera under General “Black Bob” Crauford, a
fierce discipliarian, but liked by his men as Costello points out. Numerous skirmishes, affairs of outposts and combats punctuate
Costello’s narrative, along with amusing asides of his comrades and their japes, drinking and occasionally their punishment by the
lash. Present at the battles of Fuentes d’Oñoro, El Bodon, Salamanca, Vittoria, Nivelle and the storming of Cuidad Roderigo and
bloody Badajoz, he captures the mood of the men and the hellish atmosphere of a battle, and the sorrow of lost friends. After a
brief break in his active service Costello once more engages during the Waterloo campaign, and is heavily engaged at Waterloo
and Quatre Bras. After the fall of Napoleon Costello’s career turns to the British Legion , which is no sinecure despite his elevation
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to Lieutenant as he is posted to join the expedition to Spain and sees the vicious civil war at first hand, with scenes that remind
him of the savagery of his experiences between the Guerillas and the French many years before. A gem in the sparkling vein of
memoirs written by the men and officers of the famed Rifle brigade during their adventures in the Peninsular war. Costello writes
with a verve and wit, and some idiosyncratic spelling, often only found in the works of the officers of his regiment such as Kincaid.
A justly acclaimed classic.
From Musket to Metallic Cartridge is an historical introduction to the use of black powder firearms, from the primitive smooth-bore
musket to breech-loading cartridge guns, as well as a primer on their practical use for today's black powder shooters. Drawing on
his experience of countless hours on the shooting range, backed up by meticulous research, Oyvind Flatnes relates over 500
years of development and covers the huge range of different ignition systems, models and patents. He describes the use of
antique firearms and replicas, discussing their historical and safe modern use. The book is profusely illustrated throughout, with
both photographs and diagrams, showing a range of guns and their ammunition, with some live firing shots showing them in
action. Aimed at shooters, collectors and general gun and weapons enthusiasts, this book will inspire the reader to learn more
about how firearms work, and to take them onto the range too. Superbly illustrated with 265 colour photographs and diagrams.
Landing of U.S. VI Corps at Anzio in an attempt to bypass German defenses blocking the approach to Rome, January6May 1944.
Everyone knows about the Battle of Waterloo – or do they? This book presents the battle as never before: through the personal
stories of over 150 people present at the battle or its immediate aftermath. A reference book, a biographical dictionary, and a mythbusting expose, Who was Who at Waterloo is an indispensable guide to history’s most famous battle. Arranged in alphabetical
order, and with entries highlighted throughout the text like links in a website, the book boasts a colourful cast of soldiers,
politicians, peasants, surgeons, artists, novelists, poets, scientists, entrepreneurs, and more. It provides many sorties into
nineteenth century culture, politics, medicine and science. It also provides a thorough look at the sources, identifying myths,
irregularities and cover-ups. The book demonstrates how little we can really know about Waterloo. And yet it also demonstrates
just how much can be said about the battle’s participants.
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