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The political discontent or malaise that typifies most modern democracies is mainly
caused by the widely shared feeling that the political freedom of citizens to influence the
development of their society and, related to this, their personal life, has become rather
limited. We can only address this discontent when we rehabilitate politics, the
deliberate, joint effort to give direction to society and to make the best of ourselves. In
Pluralism, Democracy and Political Knowledge, Hans Blokland examines this challenge
via a critical appraisal of the pluralist conception of politics and democracy. This
conception was formulated by, above all, Robert A. Dahl, one of the most important
political scholars and democratic theorists of the last half century. Taking his work as
the point of reference, this book not only provides an illuminating history of political
science, told via Dahl and his critics, it also offers a revealing analysis as to what
progress we have made in our thinking on pluralism and democracy, and what progress
we could make, given the epistemological constraints of the social sciences. Above and
beyond this, the development and the problems of pluralism and democracy are
explored in the context of the process of modernization. The author specifically
discusses the extent to which individualization, differentiation and rationalization
contribute to the current political malaise in those countries which adhere to a pluralist
political system.
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A tour de force that corrects a misconception long embraced by both the left and the
right about markets and regulation Almost everyone who follows politics or economics
agrees on one thing: more regulation means less freedom. Joseph William Singer, one
of the world's most respected experts on property law, explains why this understanding
of regulation is simply wrong. While analysts as ideologically divided as Alan
Greenspan and Joseph Stiglitz have framed regulatory questions as a matter of
governments versus markets, Singer reminds us of what we've willfully forgotten:
government is not inherently opposed to free markets or private property, but is, in fact,
necessary to their very existence. Singer uses the recent subprime crisis to
demonstrate: Regulation's essential importance for freedom and democracy Why
consumer protection laws are a basic pillar of economic freedom How private property
rests on a regulatory infrastructure Why liberals and conservatives actually agree on
these relationships far more than they disagree This concise volume is essential
reading for policy makers, philosophers, political theorists, economists, and financial
professionals on both sides of the aisle.
Written by the preeminent democratic theorist of our time, this book explains the nature,
value, and mechanics of democracy. In a new introduction to this Veritas edition, Ian
Shapiro considers how Dahl would respond to the ongoing challenges democracy faces
in the modern world. "Within the liberal democratic camp there is considerable
controversy about exactly how to define democracy. Probably the most influential voice
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among contemporary political scientists in this debate has been that of Robert
Dahl."--Marc Plattner, New York Times "An excellent introduction for novices, as well as
a trusty handbook for experts and political science mavens."--Publishers Weekly
The Democratic Paradox is Chantal Mouffe's most accessible and illuminating study of
democracy's sharp edges, fractures, and incongruities. Orienting her discussion within
the debates over modern liberal democracy, Mouffe takes aim at John Rawls, Jürgen
Habermas, and the consensus building of 'third way' politics to show how their
conceptions of democracy fall victim to paralyzing contradictions. Against this
background, Mouffe develops a rich conception of 'agonistic pluralism' that draws on
Wittgenstein, Derrida, and the provocative theses of Carl Schmitt, attempting to reclaim
the antagonism and conflict of radical democracy as its most vital, abiding feature.
Examines the conflict between liberty and equality and argues that worker-controlled
corporations could provide a firm foundation for capitalism
"After the Revolution? is brief, tight, and to the point. . . . With its unusual clarity, it is a
useful text for anyone concerned with politics today."--American Notes & Queries (on
the first edition) "It is not often that a learned man puts down so simply, clearly, and
briefly the essence of what he understands about a subject. I have gone from problems
to proffered solutions with only a glimmering of the principles Professor Dahl sets down
so lucidly, but as he describes them they form a perfectly congruent part of the
pattern."--John W. Gardner (on the first edition) In this classic book, one of the world's
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most distinguished political scientists discusses the problems, strengths, and
weaknesses of democracy as a method of decision making for modern governments.
Robert A. Dahl examines the principles on which the authority of democratic
government rests, the question of who "the people" should be in the concept of "rule by
the people," and the kinds of democracy that fit different situations. In a new chapter
Dahl acknowledges the importance of market-oriented economies to democratic
institutions but advises newly democratic governments to adopt a system in which
unregulated markets are modified by a certain amount of governmental intervention.
Despite the fact that citizens of advanced market democracies are satisfied with their
material progress, many are haunted by a spirit of unhappiness. There is evidence of a
rising tide of clinical depression in most advanced societies, and in the United States
studies have documented a decline in the number of people who regard themselves as
happy. Although our political and economic systems are based on the utilitarian
philosophy of happiness--the greatest good for the greatest number--they seem to have
contributed to our dissatisfaction with life. This book investigates why this is so.
Drawing on extensive research in such fields as quality of life, economics, politics,
sociology, psychology, and biology, Robert E. Lane presents a challenging thesis. He
shows that the main sources of well-being in advanced economies are friendships and
a good family life and that, once one is beyond the poverty level, a larger income
contributes almost nothing to happiness. In fact, as prosperity increases, there is a
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tragic erosion of family solidarity and community integration, and individuals become
more and more distrustful of each other and their political institutions. Lane urges that
we alter our priorities so that we increase our levels of companionship even at the risk
of reducing our income.
American political theorist Robert Dahl’s 1961 work of political theory exhibits deep
levels of creative thinking. When Dahl wrote, the American system of liberal democracy
was generally considered to be shaped by a small group of powerful individuals who
dominate because they are wealthy and influential. But by connecting the evidence in a
new way in Who Governs? Dahl argued convincingly against this view. Dahl suggested
that power is actually distributed among a number of competing groups, and that each
of those groups seeks to influence decisions. He puts forward a definition of political
power as the ability to make others do what you want them to, concluding that – while
most people do not actively participate in politics and so do not exert a direct influence
– power is still fragmented, and citizens do indirectly shape decision-making. Dahl’s
novel explanation of the existing evidence emerged from a study of three areas of
policy-making in the city of New Haven: political nominations, urban redevelopment,
and public education. His research revealed that different people wielded power in each
area, and that only the mayor, whose power is checked by those who vote for him, was
powerful in all three. These new connections allowed Dahl to arrive at fresh conclusions
and convincingly demonstrated that the US operates a pluralist system in which power
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is divided between different interest groups.
" An] excellent book ...Arnold seeks to examine the interactions between members of
the House of Representatives and members of the upper bureaucracy in respect to the
geographical allocation of federal expenditures....The methodology employed is
ingenious and persuasive."--David Fellman, The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science "The best book now available on the decision-making
process linking bureaucrats and congressmen....A model blending of theory and
evidence, overlaid with a lot of good judgment and political sensitivity."--Richard F.
Fenno, Jr. "Douglas Arnold's carefully wrought study of relations between the U.S.
Representatives and selected administrative agencies is a challenging, thoughtprovoking, imaginative contribution that greatly enriches the field."--Herbert Kaufman
"An indispensable book for political scientists studying Congress, and highly relevant
for many others whose interest is in bureaucratic decision-making. The data and the
methods of analysis are unique and make the work infinitely superior to previous work
on this topic."--Samuel C. Patterson
"A tightly woven explanation of the conditions under which cultures that do not tolerate
political opposition may be transformed into societies that do."—Foreign Affairs "[Dahl's]
analysis is lucid, perceptive, and thorough."—Times Literary Supplement Amidst all the
emotional uproar about democracy and the widespread talk of revolution comes this
clear call to reason—a mind-stretching book that equips the young and the old suddenly
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to see an ageless problem of society in a new and exciting way. Everything Dahl says
can be applied in a fascinating way to the governing of any human enterprise involving
more than one person—whether it is a nation-state, a political party, a business firm, or a
university.
“Continuing his career-long exploration of modern democracy, Dahl addresses a
question that has long vexed students of political theory: the place of independent
organizations, associations, or special interest groups within the democratic
state.”—The Wilson Quarterly“There is probably no greater expert today on the subject
of democratic theory than Dahl….His proposal for an ultimate adoption here of a
‘decentralized socialist economy,’ a system primarily of worker ownership and control
of economic production, is daring but rational, reflecting his view that economic
inequality seems destined to become the major issue here it historically has been in
Europe.”—Library Journal“Dahl reaffirms his commitment to pluralist democracy while
attempting to come to terms with some of its defects.”—Laura Greyson,
Worldview“Anyone who is interested in these issues and who makes the effort the book
requires will come away the better for it. And more. He will receive an explanation for
our current difficulties that differs considerably from the explanation for our current
difficulties that differs considerably from the explanation offered by the Reagan
administration, and a prescription for the future which differs fundamentally from the
nostrums emanating from the White House.”—Dennis Carrigan, The (Louisville,
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Kentucky) Courier-Journal
The study of politics seems endlessly beset by debates about method. At the core of
these debates is a single unifying concern: should political scientists view themselves
primarily as scientists, developing ever more sophisticated tools and studying only
those phenomena to which such tools may fruitfully be applied? Or should they instead
try to illuminate the large, complicated, untidy problems thrown up in the world, even if
the chance to offer definitive explanations is low? Is there necessarily a tension
between these two endeavours? Are some domains of political inquiry more amenable
to the building up of reliable, scientific knowledge than others, and if so, how should we
deploy our efforts? In this book, some of the world s most prominent students of politics
offer original discussions of these pressing questions, eschewing narrow
methodological diatribes to explore what political science is and how political scientists
should aspire to do their work.
This book is devoted to the work of Robert A. Dahl, who passed away in 2014. Dahl
was one of the most important American political scientists and normative democratic
theorists of the post-war era, and he was also an influential teacher who mentored
some of the most significant academics of the next two generations of American
political science. As an incredibly productive scholar he had a career that spanned
more than half a century, his first book was published in 1950 his last was in 2007 at
the age of 92. As a political scientist, he was respected even by those who were critical
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of his works. This theoretical significance and profound influence is reflected in the
collection of chapters in this volume, which reads like a ‘who’s who’ of the
contemporary US political science scene. His co-author Bruce Stinebrickner documents
the evolution of his and Dahl’s seminal text, Modern Political Analysis and how it
became the standard introduction to American political science for nearly fifty years.
Katharine MacKinnon’s chapter is of significance for its insights upon Dahl and also
represents a succinct statement of a feminist reading and critique of contemporary
political science. Steven Lukes contributes a highly concise statement of the difference
between one-dimensional and three-dimensional power. This work will be a standard
reference work for any researchers or those interested in the work of Robert Dahl,
among both established academics and students. This book was originally published as
a special issue of the Journal of Political Power.
For this fiftieth-anniversary edition, Dahl has written an extensive new afterword that
reevaluates Madisonian theory in light of recent research. And in a new foreword, he
reflects back on his influential volume and the ways his views have evolved since he
wrote it. For any student or scholar of political science, this new material is an essential
update on a gold standard in the evolving field of democratic theory.
Focuses on the era of the divine right of kings, the last period when kingship was a vital
political institution. Identifies the assassinations of Henry III and Henry IV of France as
the start of serious challenges to royal sovereignty, with the execution of Charles I of
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England representing the decisiive repudiation of sacral kingship.
Conference papers.Companion to: Democracy's value. Includes Bibliographical
references and index.
It is notable that as democracy replaces other forms of governing throughout the world,
citizens of the most established and prosperous democracies increasingly report
dissatisfaction and frustration with their governments. This volume examines why this is
so.
"This is a truly illuminating and necessary book. Jeffrey Isaac lucidly explores the moral
and political dilemmas of this turbulent fin-de-siecle, East and West. His passionate
approach is inspired by a genuine moral vision that sees liberal democracy as an
unfinished, continuously beleaguered project. Hannah Arendt and Albert Camus, I am
sure, would have been in full agreement with his line of reasoning."—Vladimir
Tismaneanu, University of Maryland, College Park "This will be the first of the many
recent books on Hannah Arendt to move beyond exegesis to engage in the kind of
thinking about politics that she so valued. The book brings an Arendtian voice back into
contemporary politics."—Lisa Disch, author of Hannah Arendt and the Limits of
Philosophy "Jeffrey Isaac's new book is essential reading for anyone who seeks to
grapple seriously with the challenges confronting progressive democratic
aspirations."—Ian Shapiro, Yale University "This book reveals Isaac to be a first-rate
essayist, a bold critic who writes about key issues of politics and democracy with
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learning, style, and power."—Robert A. Dahl, Yale University "Persuaded by Jeffrey
Isaac's argument about dark times, I nonetheless found these essays full of
light—strong, lively, provocative, and even, despite themselves, encouraging. There
can't be a renewal of democratic theory and practice without the kind of critique that
Isaac provides."—Michael Walzer, Institute for Advanced Study
In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists questions the
extent to which the American Constitution furthers democratic goals. Robert Dahl
reveals the Constitution's potentially antidemocratic elements and explains why they
are there, compares the American constitutional system to other democratic systems,
and explores how we might alter our political system to achieve greater equality among
citizens. In a new chapter for this second edition, he shows how increasing differences
in state populations revealed by the Census of 2000 have further increased the veto
power over constitutional amendments held by a tiny minority of Americans. He then
explores the prospects for changing some important political practices that are not
prescribed by the written Constitution, though most Americans may assume them to be
so.
A transnational encyclopedia on interest groups, lobbying and public affairs designed to
satisfy a growing global need for knowledge and in depth understanding of these key
political and corporate activities for the researcher, student, policy maker and modern
manager.
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In this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our time
makes a major statement about what democracy is and why it is important. Robert Dahl
examines the most basic assumptions of democratic theory, tests them against the
questions raised by its critics, and recasts the theory of democracy into a new and
coherent whole. He concludes by discussing the directions in which democracy must
move if advanced democratic states are to exist in the future. “When Robert Dahl
speaks about democracy, everyone should listen. With Democracy and Its Critics Dahl
has produced a work destined to become another classic.”—Lucian W. Pye, American
Political Science Review “In this magisterial work [Dahl]… describe[s] what democracy
means…; why our own democracy is still deeply flawed; and how we could reform it…. A
work of extraordinary intelligence and, what is even rarer, a work of extraordinary
wisdom.”—Robert N. Bellah, New York Times Book Review
Robert Dahl’s Preface helped launch democratic theory fifty years ago as a new area
of study in political science, and it remains the standard introduction to the field.
Exploring problems that had been left unsolved by traditional thought on democracy,
Dahl here examines two influential models—the Madisonian, which represents prevailing
American doctrine, and its recurring challenger, populist theory—arguing that they do not
accurately portray how modern democracies operate. He then constructs a model more
consistent with how contemporary democracies actually function, and, in doing so,
develops some original views of popular sovereignty and the American constitutional
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system. For this fiftieth-anniversary edition, Dahl has written an extensive new
afterword that reevaluates Madisonian theory in light of recent research. And in a new
foreword, he reflects back on his influential volume and the ways his views have
evolved since he wrote it. For any student or scholar of political science, this new
material is an essential update on a gold standard in the evolving field of democratic
theory. “A Preface to Democratic Theory is well worth the devoted attention of anyone
who cares about democracy.”—Political Science Quarterly
A trenchant analysis of sacrifice as the foundation of the modern, as well as the
ancient, social order The modern conception of sacrifice is at once cast as a victory of
self-discipline over desire and condescended to as destructive and archaic abnegation.
But even in the Old Testament, the dual natures of sacrifice, embodying both ritual
slaughter and moral rectitude, were at odds. In this analysis, Terry Eagleton makes a
compelling argument that the idea of sacrifice has long been misunderstood. Pursuing
the complex lineage of sacrifice in a lyrical discourse, Eagleton focuses on the Old and
New Testaments, offering a virtuosic analysis of the crucifixion, while drawing together
a host of philosophers, theologians, and texts--from Hegel, Nietzsche, and Derrida to
the Aeneid and The Wings of the Dove. Brilliant meditations on death and eros,
Shakespeare and St. Paul, irony and hybridity explore the meaning of sacrifice in
modernity, casting off misperceptions of barbarity to reconnect the radical idea to
politics and revolution.
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On Political EqualityYale University Press
In this book, the eminent psychoanalyst Leonard Shengold looks at why some people
are resistant to change, even when it seems to promise a change for the better.
Drawing on a lifetime of clinical experience as well as wide readings of world literature,
Shengold shows how early childhood relationships with parents can lead to a powerful
conviction that change means loss. Dr. Shengold, who is well known for his work on the
lasting affects of childhood trauma and child abuse in such seminal books as Soul
Murder and Soul Murder Revisited, continues his exploration into the consequences of
early psychological injury and loss. In the examples of his patients and in the lives and
work of such figures as Edna St. Vincent Millay, William Wordsworth, and Henrik Ibsen,
Shengold looks at the different ways in which unconscious impressions connected with
early experiences and fantasies about parents are integrated into individual lives. He
shows the difficulties he encounters with his patients in raising these memories to the
conscious level where they can be known and owned; and he also shows, in his survey
of literary figures, how these memories can become part of the creative process.
Haunted by Parents offers a deeply humane reflection on the values and limitations of
therapy, on memory and the lingering effects of the past, and on the possibility of
recognizing the promise of the future.
Written by the preeminent democratic theorist of our time, this book explains the nature,
value, and mechanics of democracy. In a new introduction to this Veritas edition, Ian
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Shapiro considers how Dahl would respond to the ongoing challenges democracy faces
in the modern world. “Within the liberal democratic camp there is considerable
controversy about exactly how to define democracy. Probably the most influential voice
among contemporary political scientists in this debate has been that of Robert
Dahl.”—Marc Plattner, New York Times “An excellent introduction for novices, as well
as a trusty handbook for experts and political science mavens.”—Publishers Weekly
Robert A. Dahl's Who Governs? is a classic pluralist study which has had an important
influence on American social science since the early sixties. Who Really Rules?
provides a categorical challenge--empirical, methodological, and theoretical--to Dahl's
work. Empirically, Domhoff's restudy of New Haven shows through newly discovered
documents that Dahl was wrong about the pluralism of New Haven's power structure.
He also presents the most systematic statement of power structure methodology yet
made, a statement that contradicts Dahl's methodological claims which have been the
prevailing wisdom in American social science for over fifteen years. Finally, Domhoff
outlines the national policy planning network through which the big business ruling
class dominates urban government. Who Really Rules? is unique in that it makes
possible for the first time a dialogue between pluralist and ruling-class views on the
basis of studies of the same city by leading exponents of the rival theoretical positions.
It is original in that it includes much data not revealed by Dahl. It presents the
methodology of power structure research in the most comprehensive fashion yet
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attempted, and reveals a ruling-class network for urban policy planning that has never
before been fully articulated.
The first comprehensive study in more than forty years to explain congressional
leadership selection How are congressional party leaders chosen? In the first
comprehensive study since Robert Peabody's classic Leadership in Congress, political
scientists Matthew Green and Douglas Harris draw on newly collected data about U.S.
House members who have sought leadership positions from the 1960s to the
present--data including whip tallies, public and private vote commitments, interviews,
and media accounts--to provide new insights into how the selection process truly works.
Elections for congressional party leaders are conventionally seen as a function of either
legislators' ideological preferences or factors too idiosyncratic to permit systematic
analysis. Analyzing six decades' worth of information, Harris and Green find evidence
for a new comprehensive model of vote choice in House leadership elections that
incorporates both legislators' goals and their connections with leadership candidates.
This study will stand for years to come as the definitive treatment of a crucial aspect of
American politics.
In this timely and important work, eminent political theorist John Dunn argues that
democracy is not synonymous with good government. The author explores the
labyrinthine reality behind the basic concept of democracy, demonstrating how the
political system that people in the West generally view as straightforward and obvious
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is, in fact, deeply unclear and, in many cases, dysfunctional. Consisting of four thoughtprovoking lectures, Dunn’s book sketches the path by which democracy became the
only form of government with moral legitimacy, analyzes the contradictions and pitfalls
of modern American democracy, and challenges the academic world to take
responsibility for giving the world a more coherent understanding of this widely
misrepresented political institution. Suggesting that the supposedly ideal marriage of
liberal economics with liberal democracy can neither ensure its continuance nor even
address the problems of contemporary life, this courageous analysis attempts to show
how we came to be so gripped by democracy’s spell and why we must now learn to
break it.
Argues that decisions about nuclear weapons and strategy have escaped the control of
the democratic process and discusses how to deal with complex issues in a democratic
fashion.
The Democracy Sourcebook offers a collection of classic writings and contemporary
scholarship on democracy, creating a book that can be used by undergraduate and
graduate students in a wide variety of courses, including American politics, international
relations, comparative politics, and political philosophy. The editors have chosen
substantial excerpts from the essential theorists of the past, including Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, John Stuart Mill, Alexis de Tocqueville, and the authors of The Federalist
Papers; they place them side by side with the work of such influential modern scholars
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as Joseph Schumpeter, Adam Przeworski, Seymour Martin Lipset, Samuel P.
Huntington, Ronald Dworkin, and Amartya Sen. The book is divided into nine selfcontained chapters: "Defining Democracy," which discusses procedural, deliberative,
and substantive democracy; "Sources of Democracy," on why democracy exists in
some countries and not in others; "Democracy, Culture, and Society," about cultural
and sociological preconditions for democracy; "Democracy and Constitutionalism,"
which focuses on the importance of independent courts and a bill of rights;
"Presidentialism versus Parliamentarianism"; "Representation," discussing which is the
fairest system of democratic accountability; "Interest Groups"; "Democracy's Effects,"
an examination of the effect of democracy on economic growth and social inequality;
and finally, "Democracy and the Global Order" discusses the effects of democracy on
international relations, including the propensity for war and the erosion of national
sovereignty by transnational forces.
Discusses the history and nature of democracy, defends it against alternative forms of
government, and suggests how it must change in the future
Robert Dahl's Preface helped launch democratic theory fifty years ago as a new area of
study in political science, and it remains the standard introduction to the field. Exploring
problems that had been left unsolved by traditional thought on democracy, Dahl here
examines two influential models--the Madisonian, which represents prevailing American
doctrine, and its recurring challenger, populist theory--arguing that they do not
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accurately portray how modern democracies operate. He then constructs a model more
consistent with how contemporary democracies actually function, and, in doing so,
develops some original views of popular sovereignty and the American constitutional
system.
The Descent of the Imagination places Thomas Hardy's writing within the context of
nineteenth-century fiction writing as a genre. Moore therefore regards his examination
of Hardy's work as a form of archaeology as well as a genealogy of the romantic figure
in fiction, from Wordsworth through Hardy. The book provides a new interpretation of
Hardy's method of composition and uses new source material that will interest Hardy
scholars. It offers an original view of the novelist that argues that his work, especially
his later writings, were a deliberate rewriting of romanticism.
In this work, one of the most celebrated political scientists of the 20th century offers a
powerful interpretation of the location of political power in American urban communities.
The idea that the opposition has a right to organize and to appeal for votes against the
government in elections and in parliament is one of the most important milestones in
the development of democratic institutions. Mr. Dahl and nine collaborators analyze the
role of the opposition in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United States. In introductory and concluding
chapters, Dahl compares the patterns of opposition in these countries and makes
predictions for the future. He carries forward on the basis of this evidence the theory of
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a pluralistic society he has explored in earlier books such as Who Governs? Mr. Dahl is
Sterling Professor of Political Science at Yale University. His collaborators are Samuel
Barnes, Hans Daalder, Frederick Engelmann, Alfred Grosser, Otto Kirchheimer, Val R.
Lorwin, Allen Potter, Stein Rokkan, and Nils Stjernquist. "This stately volume is
distinguished by several unusual features. First, it straightforwardly focuses on a crucial
issue of Comparative Politics without being vitiated by the familiar behaviorist
semantics and jargon. Secondly, contrary to the ubiquitous trend in this country, flooded
by discussion—more journalistic than scientific—on the emergent states, it centers on
constitutional democracy in Western Europe, a region which for a decade and more
had been badly neglected by the rampant computerizers. Thirdly, for the ten countries
under discussion Professor Dahl was fortunate to enlist the services of genuine experts,
the majority of whom are specialists in their field. . . . On the whole the volume is one of
the major contributions to Comparative Politics that have appeared in this country for
some time. The study of the issue as such as well as of the individual reviews is highly
rewarding."—Karl Loewenstein, The Annals.
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