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Roman Forts In Britain
Housesteads, owned by the National Trust, but in the care of English Heritage, is
the most complete example of a Roman fort to be seen in Britain. It was one of
twelve permanent forts built by Emperor Hadrian in about AD 124 for the garrison
of his complex new frontier, now known as Hadrian's Wall.This handbook guides
visitors on a tour of the fort, describing it as it is and as it was built, and gives a
brief history of the fort and Northern Britain under the Romans.
This major survey of the history and culture of Roman Britain spans the period
from the first century BC to the fifth century AD. Major survey of the history and
culture of Roman Britain Brings together specialists to provide an overview of
recent debates about this period Exceptionally broad coverage, embracing
political, economic, cultural and religious life Focuses on changes in Roman
Britain from the first century BC to the fifth century AD Includes pioneering
studies of the human population and animal resources of the island.
In the late Roman Empire, forts were constructed along the eastern and southern
coasts of Britain as part of the defenses against Saxon raiders. Andrew Pearson
looks at the eleven surviving forts, and explains how they were constructed and
what their precise role was.
This book investigates the ways in which ideas associated with the Celtic and the
Classical have been used to construct identities (national/ethnic/regional etc.) in
Britain, from the period of the Roman conquest to the present day.
This book examines Roman forts in Britain from the first to the fourth century. It
describes the layout of a fort and how forts developed from the marching camps
thrown up each night by the army on campaign to the strongholds of the Saxon
Shore. Forts, fortresses, watch-towers and signal stations are in turn examined,
and the defences of the fort and its annex analysed. Other chapters deal with
how the Roman soldiers built the fort and the life of the men stationed there. A
gazetteer of forts worth visiting is included and there is also a select bibliography.
Half a millennium before the Romans first arrived in Britain, an even more
ferocious people, the Celts, arrived in what is now south-eastern England. The
Celts remained in Britain long after the Romans departed, and although driven
into the remoter corners of the island by English invaders the people who
remained clung onto their Celtic heritage, and defended their remaining lands
against all-comers. In order to defend their lands from other tribes or outside
invaders these people established powerful fortified sites that served as places of
refuge in wartime and as administrative and trading centres in times of peace.
This book examines these fascinating forts, which varied considerably from the
mysterious brochs and duns found in northern Britain, to the hill-top forts ranging
in size, to the promontory forts that formed powerful coastal strongholds all
around the island's shores.
The Romans occupied Britain for almost four hundred years, and their influence
is still all around us - in the shape of individual monuments such as Hadrians
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Wall, the palace at Fishbourne and the spa complex at Bath, as well as in subtler
things such as the layout and locations of ancient towns such as London,
Canterbury and Colchester, and the routes of many major roads. Yet this
evidence can only suggest a small proportion of the effect that the Romans had
on the landscape of Britain. A Portrait of Roman Britain breaks new ground in
enabling us to visualise the changes in town and countryside brought by Roman
military and civilian needs. Using clear, well-documented descriptions, John
Wacher answers questions such as: * were Roman towns as neat and tidy as
they are often represented? * how much woodland was needed to fuel the bath
houses of Roman Britain? * how much land did a Roman cavalry regiment
require for its horses?^
“Lucid and engaging . . . should take pride of place on the bookshelf of
specialists and non-specialists interested in Roman Britain.” —Minerva This
illuminating account of Britain as a Roman province sets the Roman conquest
and occupation of the island within the larger context of Romano-British society
and how it functioned. The author first outlines events from the Iron Age period
immediately preceding the conquest in AD 43 to the emperor Honorius’s advice
to the Britons in 410 to fend for themselves. He then tackles the issues facing
Britons after the absorption of their culture by an invading army, including the role
of government and the military in the province, religion, commerce, technology,
and daily life. For this revised edition, the text, illustrations, and bibliography have
been updated to reflect the latest discoveries and research in recent years. The
superb illustrations feature reconstruction drawings, dramatic aerial views of
Roman remains, and images of Roman villas, mosaics, coins, pottery, and
sculpture.
What was it like to live in Roman Britain? What sort of house would you have
lived in? What sort of clothes would you have worn? This book takes us back in
time to see what it was really like to live in Roman Britain, what kind of sights and
smells would be around us, and what our daily lives would have involved.
Containing photographs of artifacts and Roman ruins in Great Britain, this history
examines life in an ancient Roman fort with a timeline, illustrations, and a
glossary.
Who was Emperor Hadrian? Why did he build a massive wall across northern
England? Why were the Romans in Britain and how did they get there? This book
tells you all you need to know about Hadrian's Wall - why and how it was built,
who lived there and much more. Find out what life was like for the soldiers living
there, and also for the native Britons, in the diary-style sections.
More than a tenth of the Roman army's total strength was stationed in Britain.
Focusing on the auxiliary forts that were occupied from the second century
onwards, this work looks at: the plans and functions of forts; the everyday life of
officers and men; what the study of finds tells us about supply systems; and
more.
This book surveys current archaeological and historical thinking about the dimly understood
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characteristics of daily life in Great Britain during the fifth and sixth centuries. • Presents maps
and illustrations of Britain during the relevant time periods • Includes a bibliography of major
print and quality internet resources accessible to the public • Provides an index of key
concepts, sites, historic persons, events, and materials • Contains an appendix on the nature
of archaeological evidence
A history of English history from the Roman to Anglo Saxon period.
Seeking to recover something of the appearance of Roman Britain by reconstructing the
buildings from existing ground plans, this book deals thematically with an extensive range of
building types, from country villas and urban basilicas to bridges and lighthouses.
An illustrated history of the best Roman sites and artefacts to be found in Britain, for anyone
wanting to discover the Roman past.
Although the exact dates of construction of the so-called Saxon Shore forts are uncertain, the
development of the frontier system that ran form the Wash to the Solent on the south-east
coast of Roman Britain was spread over at least a century and a half. Many of the new forts
were notable for the superior strength of their defences, with thicker stone walls bristling with
projecting curved bastions. These and other features were clearly designed to them more
difficult to storm than old-style frontier forts with their classic playing-card shape and internal
towers. Defense earlier in the Roman era had meant aggressive response in the open field or
even offensive pre-emptive strikes into enemy territory. The new trend was to build stronger,
the emphasis being on solid, more static defense, anticipating attack and absorbing it rather
than going out to meet it. Most of the major harbours and estuaries of the east and south-east
coasts of Britain were fortified in this manner. There was a similar series of military installations
across the Channel in Gaul, extending along the northern coast as far as what is now Brittany.
Whatever their precise tactical and strategic function, a continuing debate to which this book
contributes, the construction of these stone forts represented a huge outlay of money, and
commitment of manpower and materials. The Saxon Shore Forts are among the most
impressive surviving monuments of Roman Britain. This book addresses a number ofthe
fascinating questions they provoke - Who built these Forts? When and for what purposes?
How were they built? How did they operate? Who garrisoned them, and for how long?
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia
or other free sources online. Pages: 55. Chapters: Roman forts in Scotland, Roman military
remains in Scotland, Roman roads in Britannia, Stanegate, Peddars Way, Watling Street,
Roman roads in Britain, Stane Street, London to Brighton Way, Lowther Hills, Antonine Wall,
Dere Street, King Street, Icknield Way, Arthur's Oven, Fosse Way, Devil's Causeway, Icknield
Street, London to Lewes Way, Chichester to Silchester Way, Gask Ridge, Ermine Street,
Inchtuthil, Mareham Lane, Sussex Greensand Way, Staines Bridge, Cade's Road, Raedykes,
Inveresk Roman Fort, Via Devana, Castle Greg, Muiryfold, Sarn Helen, Rough Castle Fort,
Akeman Street, Glenblocker fort, Military Way, Ythan Wells, Carpow, Trimontium, Bertha,
Ackling Dyke, Inverquharity, Pennymuir Roman camps, Glenlochar, Romano-British road
names, Elginhaugh, Ardoch Roman Fort, Roman Ridge, Fen Causeway, Roman Heritage
Way, Wade's Causeway, Roman road from London to Bath, Greater Ridgeway, Stone Street,
Ermin Street, Camlet Way, Cramond Roman Fort, Portway, Strageath, Pye Road. Excerpt:
Roman roads, together with Roman aqueducts and the vast standing Roman army (in the 2nd
century, ca. 30 legions plus around 400 auxiliary units, totalling ca. 400,000 troops, of which
ca. 50,000 deployed in Britain), constituted the three most impressive features of the Roman
Empire. In Britain, as in other provinces, the Romans constructed a comprehensive network of
paved trunk roads (i.e. surfaced highways) during their nearly four centuries of occupation (43 410 AD). This article focuses on the ca. 2,000 mi (3,200 km) of Roman roads in Britain shown
on the Ordnance Survey's Map of Roman Britain. This contains the most accurate and up-todate layout of certain and probable routes that is readily available to the general public. The
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pre-Roman Britons used mostly unpaved trackways for their communications, including very
ancient ones...

This early work by R. G. Collingwood was originally published in the early 20th
century and we are now republishing it with a brand new introductory biography.
'The Archaeology of Roman Britain' is an informative work on Roman Britain and
includes chapters on 'Fortresses and Forts', 'Towns', 'Frontier Works', and much
more. Robin George Collingwood was born on 22nd February 1889, in Cartmel,
England. He was the son of author, artist, and academic, W. G. Collingwood. He
was greatly influenced by the Italian Idealists Croce, Gentile, and Guido de
Ruggiero. Another important influence was his father, a professor of fine art and
a student of Ruskin. He published many works of philosophy, such as Speculum
Mentis (1924), An Essay on Philosophic Method (1933), and An Essay on
Metaphysics (1940).
When the Romans left Britain around AD 410 the island had not been fully
subjugated. In the Celtic fringes the unconquered native peoples were presented
with the opportunity to pillage what remained of Roman Britain. By way of
response the Post-Roman Britons did their best to defend themselves from
attack, and to preserve what they could of the systems left behind by the
Romans. The best way to defend their territory was to create fortifications. While
some old Roman forts were maintained, the Post-Roman Britons also created
new strongholds, or re-occupied some of the long-abandoned hill-forts first built
by their ancestors before the coming of the Romans. Packed with photographs,
diagrams and full color artwork reconstructions, this book provides a unique
examination of the design and development of the fortifications during the Age of
Arthur, analyzing their day-to-day use and their effectiveness in battle. It closely
describes the locations that are linked to the most famous warlord of the Dark
Ages, the legendary Arthur - Tintagel, Cadbury and "Camelot". Although these
great bastions were to eventually fall, for a few brief decades they succeeded in
stemming the tide of invasion and in doing so safeguarding the culture and
civilization of Post-Roman Celtic Britain.
A concise introduction to Roman Britain.
Pieces together archaeological evidence with fragmentary writings of Caesar,
Tacitus, and others to give a picture of Roman Britain
Part of the Penguin History of Britain series, An Imperial Possession is the first
major narrative history of Roman Britain for a generation. David Mattingly draws
on a wealth of new findings and knowledge to cut through the myths and
misunderstandings that so commonly surround our beliefs about this period.
From the rebellious chiefs and druids who led native British resistance, to the
experiences of the Roman military leaders in this remote, dangerous outpost of
Europe, this book explores the reality of life in occupied Britain within the context
of the shifting fortunes of the Roman Empire.
What does Roman Britain mean to us now? How were its physical remains
rediscovered and made sense of? How has it been reimagined, in story and song
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and verse? Sometimes on foot, sometimes in a magnificent, if not entirely
reliable, VW camper van, Charlotte Higgins sets out to explore the ancient
monuments of Roman Britain. She explores the land that was once Rome’s
northernmost territory and how it has changed since the years after the empire
fell. Under Another Sky invites us to see the British landscape, and British
history, in an entirely fresh way: as indelibly marked by how the Romans first
imagined and wrote, these strange and exotic islands, perched on the edge of
the known world, into existence.
A fresh look at the text which introduced for the first time some of the key figures
in British myth and legend.
This is a reference guide to Roman legionary fortresses throughout the former
Roman Empire, of which approximately eighty-five have been located and
identified. With the expansion of the empire and the garrisoning of its army in
frontier regions during the 1st century AD, Rome began to concentrate its legions
in large permanent bases. Some have been explored in great detail, others are
barely known, but this book brings together for the first time the legionary
fortresses of the whole empire. An introductory section outlines the history of
legionary bases and their key components. At the heart of the book is a
referenced and illustrated catalogue of the known bases, each with a specially
prepared plan and an aerial photograph. A detailed bibliography provides up-todate publication information.The book is accompanied by a website providing
online links to sites relevant to particular fortresses and a Google Earth file
containing all of the known fortress locations.
This revised edition of the classic text of the period provides both the student and
the specialist with an informative account of post-Roman English society.
First published 1989, anew edition of the proceedings of a seminar held in South
Shields (N England)in July 1985 on the architecture of the gates and defences of
auxiliary fortsin the early principate.
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