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This substantially revised new edition of Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings features a
brilliant new Introduction by David Wootton, a revision by Donald A. Cress of his own 1987
translation of Rousseau?s most important political writings, and the addition of Cress? new
translation of Rousseau's State of?War. New footnotes, headnotes, and a chronology by David
Wootton provide expert guidance to first-time readers of the texts.
The work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau is presented in two volumes, which together form the
most comprehensive anthology of Rousseau's political writings in English. Volume I contains
the earlier writings such as the First and Second Discourses. The American and French
Revolutions were profoundly affected by Rousseau's writing, thus illustrating the scope of his
influence. Volume II contains the later writings such as the Social Contract. The Social
Contract was publicly condemned on publication causing Rousseau to flee. In exile he wrote
both autobiographical and political works. These volumes contain comprehensive
introductions, chronologies, and guides to further reading, and will enable students to fully
understand the writings of one of the world's greatest thinkers.
'Man was born free, and everywhere he is in chains.' These are the famous opening words of a
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treatise that has
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debate ever
since its
firstState
publication
in 1762.
Rejecting
the
view that anyone has a natural right to wield authority over others, Rousseau argues instead
for a pact, or 'social contract', that should exist between all the citizens of a state and that
should be the source of sovereign power. From this fundamental premise, he goes on to
consider issues of liberty and law, freedom and justice, arriving at a view of society that has
seemed to some a blueprint for totalitarianism, to others a declaration of democratic principles.
Translated by Quintin Hoare With a new introduction by Christopher Bertram
Here are The Prince and the most important Discourses, newly translated into spare, vivid
English by one of the most gifted historians of his generation. Why a new translation?
"Machiavelli was never the dull, worthy, pedantic author who appears in the pages of other
translations", says David Wootton in his Introduction. "In the pages that follow I have done my
best to let him speak in his own voice." (And indeed, Wootton's Machiavelli literally does so
when the occasion demands: Renderings of that most problematic of words, virtù, are in each
instance followed by the Italian). Notes, a map, and an altogether remarkable Introduction, no
less authoritative for being grippingly readable, help make this edition an ideal first encounter
with Machiavelli for any student of history and political theory.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our
most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
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States, you may
copy Economy
and distribute
this work, The
as noState
entity (individual
or corporate)
has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Published between 1762 and 1765, these writings are the last works Rousseau wrote for
publication during his lifetime. Responding in each to the censorship and burning of Emile and
Social Contract, Rousseau airs his views on censorship, religion, and the relation between
theory and practice in politics. The Letter to Beaumont is a response to a Pastoral Letter by
Christophe de Beaumont, Archbishop of Paris (also included in this volume), which attacks the
religious teaching in Emile. Rousseau's response concerns the general theme of the relation
between reason and revelation and contains his most explicit and boldest discussions of the
Christian doctrines of creation, miracles, and original sin. In Letters Written from the Mountain,
a response to the political crisis in Rousseau's homeland of Geneva caused by a dispute over
the burning of his works, Rousseau extends his discussion of Christianity and shows how the
political principles of the Social Contract can be applied to a concrete constitutional crisis. One
of his most important statements on the relation between political philosophy and political
practice, it is accompanied by a fragmentary "History of the Government of Geneva." Finally,
"Vision of Peter of the Mountain, Called the Seer" is a humorous response to a resident of
Motiers who had been inciting attacks on Rousseau during his exile there. Taking the form of a
scriptural account of a vision, it is one of the rare examples of satire from Rousseau's pen and
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on all his published works. Within its satirical form, the "Vision" contains Rousseau's last public
reflections on religious issues. Neither the Letter to Beaumont nor the Letters Written from the
Mountain has been translated into English since defective translations that appeared shortly
after their appearance in French. These are the first translations of both the "History" and the
"Vision."
The Social Contract & Discourses By Jean Jacques Rousseau Edited By Ernest Rhys
Philosophy and Theology Rousseau's Social Contract Translated With Introduction BY G. D. H.
Cole Of The Social Contract, Or Principles of Political Right (Du contrat social ou Principes du
droit politique; 1762) by Jean-Jacques Rousseau is a book in which Rousseau theorized about
the best way to establish a political community in the face of the problems of commercial
society, which he had already identified in his Discourse on Inequality (1754). The Social
Contract helped inspire political reforms or revolutions in Europe, especially in France. The
Social Contract argued against the idea that monarchs were divinely empowered to legislate;
as Rousseau asserts, only the people, who are sovereign, have that all-powerful right. The
stated aim of The Social Contract is to determine whether there can be a legitimate political
authority, since people's interactions he saw at his time seemed to put them in a state far
worse than the good one they were at the state of nature, even though living in isolation. In this
desired social contract, everyone will be free because they all forfeit the same amount of rights
and impose the same duties on all. Rousseau argues that it is illogical for a man to surrender
his freedom for slavery; thus, the participants must have a right to choose the laws under
which they live. Although the contract imposes new laws, including those safeguarding and
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desertion), and is again as free as when he was born. Rousseau posits that the political
aspects of a society should be divided into two parts. First, there must be a sovereign
consisting of the whole population, women included, that represents the general will and is the
legislative power within the state. The second division is that of the government, being distinct
from the sovereign. This division is necessary because the sovereign cannot deal with
particular matters like applications of the law. Doing so would undermine its generality, and
therefore damage its legitimacy. Thus, government must remain a separate institution from the
sovereign body. When the government exceeds the boundaries set in place by the people, it is
the mission of the people to abolish such government, and begin anew.
Featuring the works from Marx's enormous corpus, this title covers Marx's development from
the Hegelian idealism of his youth to the mature socialism of his later works. It includes writings
from Marx's early philosophical works, and the central writings on historical materialism.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau is one of the most controversial philosophers of the
eighteenth century, and his groundbreaking work still provokes heated debate in
contemporary political theory. In this book, Céline Spector, one of the world’s
foremost experts on Rousseau’s thought, provides an accessible introduction to
his moral, social and political theory. She explores the themes and central
concepts of his thought, ranging from the state of nature, the social contract and
the general will to natural and political freedom, religion and education. She
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combines a skilful exposition of Rousseau as a ‘man of paradoxes’ with a
discussion of his often-overlooked ideas on knowledge, political economy and
international relations. The book traces both the overall unity and the significant
changes in Rousseau’s philosophy, accounting for its complexity and for the
importance of its legacy. It will be essential reading for scholars, students and
general readers interested in the Enlightenment and more broadly in the history
of modern political thought and philosophy.
Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and
romanticist. Progressive and reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, JeanJacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few philosophers
have been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone
agrees that Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the
history of political philosophy. This new edition of his major political writings,
published in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his birth, renews
attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work. The book brings
together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott
of three of Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the
Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men, and On the
Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his well-known
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conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed by life in
society. With the Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to
argue that democracy is the only legitimate form of political organization. Scott’s
extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these foundational
writings, providing background information, social and historical context, and
guidance for interpreting the works. Throughout, translation and editorial notes
clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately familiar to most readers.
The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau represent an important contribution to eighteenth-century political
theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of thinkers,
beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present
day. The new translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of
both Rousseau scholars and readers with a general interest in political thought.
Reproduction of the original: The Confessions of J.J. Rousseau by Jean Jacques
Rousseau
A comprehensive 1997 anthology of Rousseau's work containing The Social
Contract, his most famous single work.
Rousseau first exposes in Discourse on the Origin of Inequality his conception of
a human state of nature, presented as a philosophical fiction and of human
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perfectibility, an early idea of progress. He then explains the way, according to
him, people may have established civil society, which leads him to present
private property as the original source and basis of all inequality. Jean-Jacques
Rousseau (1712 – 1778) was a Genevan philosopher, writer, and composer of
the 18th century, mainly active in France. His political philosophy influenced the
Enlightenment across Europe, as well as aspects of the French Revolution and
the overall development of modern political and educational thought.
'No true Democracy has ever existed, nor ever will exist.' In this selection from
The Social Contract, Rousseau asserts that a state's only legitimate political
authority comes from its people. One of 46 new books in the bestselling Little
Black Classics series, to celebrate the first ever Penguin Classic in 1946. Each
book gives readers a taste of the Classics' huge range and diversity, with works
from around the world and across the centuries - including fables, decadence,
heartbreak, tall tales, satire, ghosts, battles and elephants.
Censored in its own time, the Social Contract (1762) remains a key source of
democratic belief and is one of the classics of political theory. It argues concisely
but eloquently, that the basis of any legitimate society must be the agreement of
its members. As humans we were 'born free' and our subjection to government
must be freely accepted. Rousseau is essentially a radical thinker, and in a broad
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sense a revolutionary. He insisted on the sovereignty of the people, and made
some provocative statements that are still highly controversial. His greatest
contribution to political thought is the concept of the general will, which unites
individuals through their common self-interest, thus validating the society in which
they live and the constraints it imposes on them. This new translation is fully
annotated and indexed. The volume also contains the opening chapter of the
manuscript version of the Contract, together with the long article on Political
Economy, a work traditionally between the Contract and Rousseau's earlier
masterpiece, the Discourse on Inequality.
The new edition of this comprehensive and authoritative anthology of Rousseau's
major later political writings, in up-to-date English translations.
Collects the most influential works by the Enlightenment thinker, including "On the Social
Contract," which laid the intellectual framework for the American and French revolutions.
This classroom edition includes On the Social Contract, the Discourse on the Sciences and the
Arts, the Discourse on the Origins of Inequality, and the Preface to Narcissus. Each text has
been newly translated and includes a full complement of explanatory notes. The editors’
introduction offers students diverse points of entry into some of the distinctive possibilities and
challenges of each of these fundamental texts, as well as an introduction to Rousseau’s life
and historical situation. The volume also includes annotated appendices that help students to
explore the origins and influences of Rousseau’s work, including excerpts from Hobbes,
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Pascal, Descartes,
Mandeville,
Diderot, Voltaire,
Madame
de Staël,
Constant,
Joseph de Maistre, Kant, Hegel, and Engels.
Critics have claimed that Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a primitivist uncritically preoccupied
with “noble savages” and that he remained oblivious to the African slave trade. Fugitive
Rousseau presents the emancipatory possibilities of Rousseau’s thought and argues that a
fresh, “fugitive” perspective on political freedom is bound up with Rousseau’s treatments of
primitivism and slavery. Rather than trace Rousseau’s arguments primarily to the social
contract tradition of Hobbes and Locke, Fugitive Rousseau places Rousseau squarely in two
imperial contexts: European empire in his contemporary Atlantic world and Roman imperial
philosophy. Anyone who aims to understand the implications of Rousseau’s famous sentence
“Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains” or wants to know how Rousseauian
arguments can support a radical democratic politics of diversity, discontinuity, and exodus will
find Fugitive Rousseau indispensable.
This Norton Critical Edition includes the three most important of Rousseau's political writings:
Discourse on Inequality, Discourse on Political Economy, and On Social Contract.
A revolutionary and controversial work, this book is a classic of political theory and a key
source of democratic ideals. Rousseau's concepts of "the general will" as a way for individuals'
self-interest to unite for a common good, and the individual's submission to government by
contract, stand at the heart of democracy. A must-read book for all who care about the
foundations of liberty. Newly designed and typeset in a modern 5.5-by-8.5-inch format by
Waking Lion Press.
The Social Contract, originally published as On the Social Contract; or, Principles of Political
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'The publication of these excellent translations is a happy occasion for teachers of courses in
political philosophy and the history of political theory...' - Raymon M Lemos, "Teaching
Philosophy".
English translation of selected works by Rousseau, with Folio VIEWS text management
program for PCs.

A fascinating examination of the relationship between civilization and inequality
from one of history’s greatest minds The first man to erect a fence around a
piece of land and declare it his own founded civil society—and doomed mankind
to millennia of war and famine. The dawn of modern civilization, argues JeanJacques Rousseau in this essential treatise on human nature, was also the
beginning of inequality. One of the great thinkers of the Enlightenment, Rousseau
based his work in compassion for his fellow man. The great crime of despotism,
he believed, was the raising of the cruel above the weak. In this landmark text, he
spells out the antidote for man’s ills: a compassionate revolution to pull up the
fences and restore the balance of mankind. This ebook has been professionally
proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on all devices.
Rousseau: The Basic Political WritingsDiscourse on the Sciences and the Arts,
Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, Discourse on Political Economy, On the
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Social Contract, The State of WarHackett Publishing
This two volume collection forms a comprehensive anthology of Rousseau's
political writings.
The basic political writings of Rousseau , including A Discourse On The Moral
Effects Of The Arts And Sciences A Discourse On Political Economy The Social
Contract Or Principles Of Political Right
Frederick Watkins' 1953 edition of Rousseau's Political Writings has long been
noted for being fully accurate while representing much of Rousseau's eloquence
and elegance. It contains what is widely regarded as the finest English translation
of The Social Contract, Rousseau's greatest political treatise. In addition, this
edition offers the best available translation of the late and important Government
of Poland and the only published English translation of the fragment
Constitutional Project for Corsica, which, says Watkins, provides the clearest
possible demonstration of the practical implications of Rousseau's political
thought.
This is a book about why Jean-Jacques Rousseau can be seen as one of the first
theorists of the concept of civil society and a key source of the idea of a federal
system.
Offers a translation of the author's most important political writings.
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This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BYNC-ND) open access license. This exciting new text presents the first overview of
Jean Jacques Rousseau's work from a political science perspective. Was
Rousseau--the great theorist of the French Revolution--really a conservative?
This original study argues that the he was a constitutionalist much closer to
Madison, Montesquieu, and Locke than to revolutionaries. Outlining his profound
opposition to Godless materialism and revolutionary change, this book finds
parallels between Rousseau and Burke, as well as showing how Rousseau
developed the first modern theory of nationalism. The book presents an
integrated political analysis of Rousseau's educational, ethical, religious and
political writings, and will be essential reading for students of politics, philosophy
and the history of ideas.
This eBook edition of "The Social Contract" has been formatted to the highest digital
standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. The Social Contract, originally
published as On the Social Contract; or, Principles of Political Rights by Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, is a 1762 book in which Rousseau theorized about the best way to establish
a political community in the face of the problems of commercial society, which he had
already identified in his Discourse on Inequality (1754). The Social Contract helped
inspire political reforms or revolutions in Europe, especially in France. The Social
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Rousseau asserts that only the people, who are sovereign, have that all-powerful right.
This substantially revised new edition of Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings
features a brilliant new Introduction by David Wootton, a revision by Donald A. Cress of
his own 1987 translation of Rousseau's most important political writings, and the
addition of Cress' new translation of Rousseau's State of ?War. New footnotes,
headnotes, and a chronology by David Wootton provide expert guidance to first-time
readers of the texts.
The new edition of this comprehensive and authoritative anthology of Rousseau's
important early political writings in faithful English translations.
On his famous walk to Vincennes to visit the imprisoned Diderot, Rousseau had what
he called an “illumination”—the realization that man was naturally good but becomes
corrupted by the influence of society—a fundamental change in Rousseau’s perspective
that would animate all of his subsequent works. At that moment, Rousseau “saw”
something he had hitherto not seen, and he made it his mission to help his readers
share that vision through an array of rhetorical and literary techniques. In Rousseau’s
Reader, John T. Scott looks at the different strategies Rousseau used to engage and
persuade the readers of his major philosophical works, including the Social Contract,
Discourse on Inequality, and Emile. Considering choice of genre; textual structure;
frontispieces and illustrations; shifting authorial and narrative voice; addresses to
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devices; and, of course, paradox, Scott explores how the form of Rousseau’s writing
relates to the content of his thought and vice versa. Through this skillful interplay of
form and content, Rousseau engages in a profoundly transformative dialogue with his
readers. While most political philosophers have focused, understandably, on
Rousseau’s ideas, Scott shows convincingly that the way he conveyed them is also of
vital importance, especially given Rousseau’s enduring interest in education. Giving
readers the key to Rousseau’s style, Scott offers fresh and original insights into the
relationship between the substance of his thought and his literary and rhetorical
techniques, which enhance our understanding of Rousseau’s project and the
audiences he intended to reach.
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