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'Local and Community Driven Development: Moving
to Scale in Theory and Practice' provides
development practitioners with the historical
background and the tools required to successfully
scale up local and community driven development
(LCDD) to the regional and national levels. LCDD
gives control of development decisions and
resources to communities and local governments. It
involves collaboration between communities, local
governments, technical agencies, and the private
sector. Since the 1980s, participatory approaches
have received new impetus via participatory rural
appraisal, the integration of participation in sector
programs, decentralization efforts of developing
countries, and greater space for civil society and the
private sector. This book traces the emergence of
the LCDD synthesis from these various strands.
'Local and Community Driven Development' provides
the theoretical underpinnings for scaling up,
guidance on how to adapt the approach to the
specific institutional and political settings of different
countries, diagnostic tools, and step-by-step
instructions to diagnose the national context, adapt
policies, and expand programs. It will be a useful
guide for rural and urban development practitioners,
public administrators, and policy makers who wrestle
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daily with the problems the book addresses.
Reflecting the diversity of rural areas, case studies
from different industries, regions, and cultures
provide examples of how others have adjusted to a
changing economic environment.
This book tells the story of development studies in
practice over the last fifty years through the work of
one remarkable individual, Robert Chambers. His
work has taken him from being a colonial officer in
Kenya through training and managing large rural
development projects to a fundamental critique of
top-down development and the championing of
participatory approaches. The contributors
eloquently demonstrate how he has been at the
centre of major shifts in development thinking and
practice over this period, popularising terms that are
now at the centre of the development lexicon such
as vulnerability, multi-dimensional poverty,
sustainable livelihoods and 'farmer first'. Robert
Chambers played a major role in the massive growth
in participatory approaches to development, and
particularly the application of participatory methods
in development research and appraisal. This has led
to fundamental challenges to development practice,
ranging from approaches to monitoring and
evaluation to institutional learning and professional
training. There is probably no-one who has had more
influence on approaches to development in the past
decades. Revolutionizing Development offers a
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unique overview of these contributions in thirty-two
concise chapters from authors who have been
intimately involved as collaborators, critics and
colleagues of Robert Chambers.
In Peace and Rural Development in Colombia
Andrés García Trujillo investigates whether peace
agreements geared toward terminating internal
armed conflicts trigger rural distributive changes.
Combining academic rigor with an insider’s
perspective, García Trujillo shows that the peace
agreement in Colombia opened an exceptional
window for addressing rural inequality. Yet, despite
some progress, he argues that the agreement’s
leverage to stir change was severely constrained by
opposing actors within and outside the government.
García Trujillo later applies the framework developed
for the Colombian case to explain key dynamics of
other post-conflict societies that have dealt with
agrarian issues under a transitional context, like El
Salvador or South Africa. The original theoretical
framework and empirically rich analysis make Peace
and Rural Development in Colombia an
indispensable read for scholars and practitioners
who wish to gain an understanding on the political
economy of peacemaking, policy change, and rural
development in Colombia and beyond.
Originally published in 1985, twenty-three chapters
are brought together in 4 parts dealing with,
respectively, problems in rural finance, interest rate
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policies, politics and finance, and new directions for
rural financial markets. In an introduction it is argued
that cheap and abundant credit is often regarded as
essential for rural development but that actions taken
on the basis of this assumption have given
disappointing results. Low-interest policies and the
improper use of financial markets are seen as the
principal reasons for this. It is recommended that
higher and more flexible interest rates are allowed
and that little or no attention is given to target loans.
Informal lenders are thought to offer valuable
services therefore they should not be discouraged.
More emphasis should be put on voluntary savings
mobilization and access to formal loans by non-farm
rural firms. It is concluded that many traditional
agricultural credit programmes are counterproductive
and that attractive product and input prices together
with higher yields would be more powerful in
stimulating agricultural development.
Community-based natural resource management
(CBNRM) is an approach that offers multiple related
benefits: securing rural livelihoods; ensuring careful
conservation and management of biodiversity and
other resources; and empowering communities to
manage these resources sustainably. Recently,
however, the CBNRM concept has attracted criticism
for failing in its promise of delivering significant local
improvements and conserving biodiversity in some
contexts. This book identifies the flaws in its
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application, which often have been swept under the
carpet by those involved in the initiatives. The
authors analyse them, and propose remedies for
specific circumstances based on the lessons learned
from CBNRM experience in southern Africa over
more than a decade. The result is essential reading
for all researchers, observers and practitioners who
have focused on CBNRM in sustainable
development programmes as a means to overcome
poverty and conserve ecosystems in various parts of
the globe. It is a vital tool in improving their methods
and performance. In addition, academics, students
and policy-makers in natural resource management,
resource economics, resource governance and rural
development will find it a very valuable and
instructive resource.
This volume focuses on alternatives for nonmetropolitan economic development in the new
international economic climate. It provides critical
reviews of popular employment-generation
alternatives for rural areas.
This down-to-earth book is aimed at Third World
development staff involved in working with the rural poor
and draws on the author's own field experience in Africa
and Asia. The book is also relevant to non-field staff and,
indeed, students of development generally, who want to
understand what participatory development is, how it
differs from the more conservative process of simply
trying to involve people in already decided development
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projects, and the practicalities of how a non-government
organisation (NGO) can go about its work without taking
over and manipulating the local people.People First
presents a coherent methodology for achieving
development based on principles of conscientisation,
local control, co-operation and self-reliance. It
emphasises the importance of women participating fully,
and of getting the economics of a project right, if it is to
be of real benefit to local people and successfully
sustained. The author also believed that field experience
and theoretical understanding must be integrated so that
change agents and development workers can situate
their work in an awareness of both the nature of poverty
and competing views of the development
process.Conscious of the frequent co-option of the idea
of participation by official development agencies, and of
the other pitfalls that participatory development can run
into, the author provides a hard-headed and practical
education about the role of change agents; their
recruitment training and support; how to get started;
working with groups; handling relations with government
officials and local power holders; and a full range of other
relevant issues.
Seasonality is a severe constraint to sustainable rural
livelihoods and a driver of poverty and hunger,
particularly in the tropics. Many poor people in
developing countries are ill equipped to cope with
seasonal variations which can lead to drought or flood
and consequences for agriculture, employment, food
supply and the spread of disease. The subject has
assumed increasing importance as climate change and
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other forms of development disrupt established seasonal
patterns and variations. This book is the first systematic
study of seasonality for over twenty years, and it aims to
revive academic interest and policy awareness of this
crucial but neglected issue. Thematic chapters explore
recent shifts with profound implications for seasonality,
including climate change, HIV/AIDS, and social
protection. Case study chapters explore seasonal
dimensions of livelihoods in Africa (Ethiopia, Kenya,
Malawi), Asia (Bangladesh, China, India), and Latin
America (Peru). Others assess policy responses to
adverse seasonality, for example through irrigation,
migration and seasonally-sensitive education. The book
also includes innovative tools for monitoring seasonality,
which should enable more appropriate responses.
"Rural Local Governance and Development introduces
its readers to the concept of governance and various
aspects of the Panchayat Raj Institutions, including
Panchayats in the Fifth Scheduled Areas and the
institutional arrangements in the Sixth and other
Scheduled Areas. The book also focusses on the role of
voluntary and community-based organizations, along
with the participation of vulnerable groups and their
involvement in the implementation of various
programmes and schemes, strategies and policy
instruments in rural development. Covering wider
aspects of rural governance and development, this book
provides knowledge of how people, communities,
institutions and PRIs plan and implement development in
rural India. The balanced blend of both theory and field
insights make this textbook relevant to not only students
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of public administration, political science and
development administration but also practitioners, civil
society actors and researchers"-Rural areas and rural people have been centrally
implicated in Southeast Asia's modernisation. Through
the three entry points of smallholder persistence, upland
dispossession, and landlessness, this Element offers an
insight into the ways in which the countryside has been
transformed over the past half century. Drawing on
primary fieldwork undertaken in Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam, and secondary studies from across the region,
Rigg shows how the experience of Southeast Asia offers
a counterpoint and a challenge to standard, historicist
understandings of agrarian change and, more broadly,
development. Taking a rural view allows an alternative
lens for theorising and judging Southeast Asia's
modernisation experience and narrative. The Element
argues that if we are to capture the nature – and not just
the direction and amount – of agrarian change in
Southeast Asia, then we need to view the countryside as
more than rural and greater than farming.
Despite 250 years of land reform all over the World,
important land inequalities remain, especially in Latin
America and Southern Africa.While in these countries,
there is near consensus on the need for redistribution,
much controversy persists around how to redistribute
land peacefully and legally, often blocking progress on
implementation.This book focuses on the "how" of land
redistribution in order to forge greater consensus among
land reform practitioners and enable them to make better
choices on the mechanisms of land reform. Reviews and
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case studies describe and analyze the al.
Praise for the first edition: 'This book should be of
interest to anyone interested in sustainable development,
and especially sustainability indicators. Bell and Morse
easily succeed in exposing the fundamental paradoxes
of these concepts and, more importantly, they offer us a
way forward. Readers ... will find their practical
recommendations for those attempting to do
sustainability analysis in the field most welcome, which is
also the book's greatest strength.' Local Environment:
The International Journal of Justice and Sustainability
'This book makes a valuable contribution to the theory
and practice of using indicators for sustainability. It
introduces systems ideas and a range of tools and
techniques that have the potential to broaden and
deepen our understanding of a whole range of complex
situations. Well worth a closer look.' Christine
Blackmore, Open University 'This is a book that explores
new ways of thinking about how to measure
sustainability... It offers stimulating food for thought for
environmental educators and researchers.'
Environmental Education Research 'This book tells me,
as an SI 'practitioner', where I have been and why, and
more importantly how I should be thinking in order to
effectively present to and empower the local community
in the years ahead.' David Ellis, Principal Pollution
Monitoring Officer, Norwich City Council 'A practical
guide to the development of sustainability indicators
which offers a systemic and participative way to use
them at local scale. Our preliminary results are highly
positive and the approach is applicable in many
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contexts.' Elisabeth Coudert, Programme Officer
Prospective and Regional Development, Blue Plan The
groundbreaking first edition of Sustainability Indicators
reviewed the development and value of sustainability
indicators and discussed the advantage of taking a
holistic and qualitative approach rather than focusing on
strictly quantitative measures. In the new edition the
authors bring the literature up to date and show that the
basic requirement for a systemic approach is now well
grounded in the evidence. They examine the origins and
development of Systemic Sustainability Analysis (SSA)
as a theoretical approach to sustainability which has
been developed in practice in a number of countries on
an array of projects since the first edition. They look at
how SSA has evolved into the practical approaches of
Systemic Prospective Sustainability Analysis (SPSA) and
IMAGINE, and, in particular, how a wide range of
participatory methodologies have been adopted over the
years. They also provide an assessment of the strengths
and weaknesses of projects that undertake work in the
general field of sustainable development.
This report takes a spatial approach to study Ethiopia’s
rural development strategies. It highlights the need to
develop stronger and more functional linkages between
rural and urban areas. As such, the development of
intermediary cities and small urban centres provides
large scope for inclusive rural transformation. The report
is the result of rigorous analysis, and extensive
consultations with national and international
stakeholders. It identifies some of the key challenges
faced by rural areas and provides a series of
Page 10/24

Read PDF Rural Development Putting The Last
First Robert Chambers
recommendations to enhance Ethiopia’s rural
development strategies.

Rural poverty is often unseen or misperceived by
outsiders. Dr Chambers contends that researchers,
scientists, administrators and fieldworkers rarely
appreciate the richness and validity of rural people's
knowledge or the hidden nature of rural poverty. This
is a challenging book for all concerned with rural
development, as practitioners, academics, students
or researchers.
A new approach to rural development is emerging.
Instead of being about attracting companies that
might create jobs over which communities have no
control, the emerging paradigm is about connecting
the unique underutilized assets of place with market
opportunity to grow assets that are owned and
controlled by and for the benefit of low-wealth people
and places. But asset development is about more
than bricks and mortar or narrowly defined financial
assets. There are many kinds of assets that
communities require to thrive – such as social
capital, natural capital, political capital, and
intellectual capital. The emerging new approach to
rural development is, then about broadening the
definition of "wealth," engaging underutilized assets,
and a key third element: harnessing the power of the
market – rather than relying solely on philanthropy
and government. Wealth Creation provides a
conceptual guide with practical examples for
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policymakers, practitioners of economic and
community development, community organizers,
environmentalists, funders, investors, and
corporations seeking a values-based framework for
identifying self-interests across sectors that can lead
to opportunities to transform existing systems for the
collective good.
Agriculture in developing countries has been
remarkably productive during the last few decades;
however, the production levels were achieved at the
cost of placing more stress on natural resources and
the environment. This volume brings together stateof-the-art applied, practical research related to
agriculture, development, and the environment in the
developing world. It attempts to distill current
knowledge and to summarize it in readable form for
development practitioners. Where possible, authors
use specific examples to indicate which approaches
have worked and which have not, under which
conditions, and why.
Agrarian transformations within and across countries
have been significantly and dynamically altered
during the past few decades compared to previous
eras, provoking a variety of reactions from rural poor
communities worldwide. The recent convergence of
various crises – financial, food, energy and
environmental – has put the nexus between ‘rural
development’ and ‘development in general’ back
onto the center stage of theoretical, policy and
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political agendas in the world today. Confronting
these issues will require (re)engaging with critical
theories, taking politics seriously, and utilizing
rigorous and appropriate research methodologies.
These are the common messages and implications
of the various contributions to this collection in the
context of a scholarship that is critical in two senses:
questioning prescriptions from mainstream
perspectives and interrogating popular conventions
in radical thinking. This book focuses on key
perspectives, frameworks and methodologies in
agrarian change and peasant studies. The
contributors are leading scholars in the field of rural
development studies: Henry Bernstein, Terence J.
Byres, Saturnino M. Borras Jr, Marc Edelman,
Cristóbal Kay, Benedict Kerkvliet, Philip McMichael,
Shahra Razavi, Ian Scoones and Teodor Shanin.
This book was previously published as a special
issue of the Journal of Peasant Studies.
Agricultural Development: New Perspectives in a
Changing World is the first comprehensive
exploration of key emerging issues facing developingcountry agriculture today, from rapid urbanization to
rural transformation to climate change. In this fourpart volume, top experts offer the latest research in
the field of agricultural development. Using new
lenses to examine today’s biggest challenges,
contributors address topics such as nutrition and
health, gender and household decision-making,
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agrifood value chains, natural resource
management, and political economy. The book also
covers most developing regions, providing a critical
global perspective at a time when many pressing
challenges extend beyond national borders. Tying all
this together, Agricultural Development explores
policy options and strategies for developing
sustainable agriculture and reducing food insecurity
and malnutrition. The changing global landscape
combined with new and better data, technologies,
and understanding means that agriculture can and
must contribute to a wider range of development
outcomes than ever before, including reducing
poverty, ensuring adequate nutrition, creating strong
food value chains, improving environmental
sustainability, and promoting gender equity and
equality. Agricultural Development: New
Perspectives in a Changing World, with its
unprecedented breadth and scope, will be an
indispensable resource for the next generation of
policymakers, researchers, and students dedicated
to improving agriculture for global wellbeing.
Based on extensive data for land ownership, income
distribution, and agricultural production, this book
assesses Peru's experience with development
planning since 1950 and discusses efforts to
improve the standard of living of its rural population
through changes in agrarian structure. .
Rural development policies have historically focused
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primarily on increasing agricultural productivity, but
this volume demonstrates the need for a much
broader approach as rural producers become
increasingly integrated into the global economy.
Followi
Focusing on the demands of the new innovative,
sustainable and inclusive rural development paradigm,
the monograph raises the discussion regarding new
approaches and success factors that are vital in current
rural socio-economic development and policy
transformations. The bottom-up policymaking, selforganization, creative use of knowledge in rural areas,
and many other rural innovations are aligned in this book
with new social movements’ theories, which help
disclose, explore and explain the rural development
paradigm shift. Rural development forces of the 21st
century center on the agents of change - rural
population, and, surprisingly - urban population(!), and
the political debate concerning EU Common Agricultural
Policy and European Green Deal, illustrated with multiple
case studies. This book will be of interest to a broad
audience of readers, keen on scientific, political, and
practical issues of innovations in rural areas and their
future development pathways. The monograph is
authored by a team of scholars from the Lithuanian
Centre for Social Sciences, Institute of Economics and
Rural Development, Department of Rural Development.
The ultimate guide for anyone wondering how President
Joe Biden will respond to the COVID-19 pandemic—all
his plans, goals, and executive orders in response to the
coronavirus crisis. Shortly after being inaugurated as the
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46th President of the United States, Joe Biden and his
administration released this 200 page guide detailing his
plans to respond to the coronavirus pandemic. The
National Strategy for the COVID-19 Response and
Pandemic Preparedness breaks down seven crucial
goals of President Joe Biden's administration with
regards to the coronavirus pandemic: 1. Restore trust
with the American people. 2. Mount a safe, effective, and
comprehensive vaccination campaign. 3. Mitigate spread
through expanding masking, testing, data, treatments,
health care workforce, and clear public health standards.
4. Immediately expand emergency relief and exercise
the Defense Production Act. 5. Safely reopen schools,
businesses, and travel while protecting workers. 6.
Protect those most at risk and advance equity, including
across racial, ethnic and rural/urban lines. 7. Restore
U.S. leadership globally and build better preparedness
for future threats. Each of these goals are explained and
detailed in the book, with evidence about the current
circumstances and how we got here, as well as plans
and concrete steps to achieve each goal. Also included
is the full text of the many Executive Orders that will be
issued by President Biden to achieve each of these
goals. The National Strategy for the COVID-19
Response and Pandemic Preparedness is required
reading for anyone interested in or concerned about the
COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on American society.
Dr V Basil Hans MA, MPhil, PhD is Associate Professor
and Head, Dept of Economics and dean Faculty of Arts,
St Aloysius Evening College, Mangalore. He has more
than 30 years of teaching experience at UG and PG
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levels. Dr Hans has guided six MPhil and three PhD
candidates successfully. He is an editor/reviewer for 31
journals. He has authored 18 books, edited 7 volumes
and written 212 articles. He has presented 82 papers in
national seminars and 12 in international conferences.
His forthcoming book in on sanitation culture in India.
Three billion people live in rural areas in developing
countries. Conditions for them are worse than for their
urban counterparts when measured by almost any
development indicator, from extreme poverty, to child
mortality and access to electricity and sanitation.
Land represents an important resource for the economic
life of a majority of people in the world. The way people
handle and use land resources impacts their social and
economic well-being as well as the sustained quality of
land resources. Land use planning is also integral to
water resources development and management for
agriculture, industry, drinking water, and power
generation. This valuable work brings to the forefront the
state of practice of land use planning in India,
highlighting governmental programs and research with
wide-ranging chapters on important topics. Covering
various agro-ecosystem, including irrigated, rainfed,
coastal, semi-arid, arid (drylands), and hill and mountain
(temperate) regions, this volume discusses a variety of
issues related to sustainable agriculture and rural
development. Chapters address the following questions:
•What are the sources, scales, and quality of land
resources and land use data for efficient planning •
Which are the agroecological systems hot spots that are
have been degraded? How can these areas be
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rejuvenated in terms of quality? • What should be the
unit of planning for a holistic approach for the
conservation and efficient use of natural resources at
different administrative levels and domains? • What are
the roles of state land use boards and district planning
committees? • How can various programs be integrated
and implemented by central and state agencies? • What
are the technologies, new policies, and support systems
required to address sustainable land use? • What are
the legal issues? • What should be the role of
communities in planning for poverty alleviation and
integrated planning for sustainable agriculture based
livelihoods? • What is the role GIS in sustainable
agriculture and rural development? With high population
growth, endemic poverty, and weak existing institutional
capacity for land management, India (and other regions
of the world) require strong scientific and strategically
important land use policies and methods for sustainable
development. This book helps to show the way. This
volume is being published in association with the Centre
for Agrarian Studies and Disaster Mitigation of the
National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj (NIRD and PR).
Sustainable Livelihoods and Rural Development looks at
the role of social institutions and the politics of policy, as
well as issues of identity, gender and generation. The
relationships between sustainability and livelihoods are
examined, and livelihoods analysis situated within a
wider political economy of environmental and agrarian
change.
This book not only highlights the risks associated with
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large-scale investment, but also advises on how
governments can create an environment to attract
investment that contributes to broad-based growth and
poverty reduction in cases where land acquisition by
large investors makes sense from a social, economic,
and environmental perspective.

A tiny American town's plans for radical selfgovernment overlooked one hairy detail: no one told
the bears. Once upon a time, a group of libertarians
got together and hatched the Free Town Project, a
plan to take over an American town and completely
eliminate its government. In 2004, they set their
sights on Grafton, NH, a barely populated settlement
with one paved road. When they descended on
Grafton, public funding for pretty much everything
shrank: the fire department, the library, the
schoolhouse. State and federal laws became meek
suggestions, scarcely heard in the town's thick
wilderness. The anything-goes atmosphere soon
caught the attention of Grafton's neighbors: the
bears. Freedom-loving citizens ignored hunting laws
and regulations on food disposal. They built a tent
city in an effort to get off the grid. The bears smelled
food and opportunity. A Libertarian Walks Into a
Bear is the sometimes funny, sometimes terrifying
tale of what happens when a government disappears
into the woods. Complete with gunplay, adventure,
and backstabbing politicians, this is the ultimate
story of a quintessential American experiment -- to
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live free or die, perhaps from a bear.
This book applies a range of theories that focus on
current concerns in rural Africa. The contributors lay
out the conceptualization, analysis, methods,
assumptions, perceptions, and ideas considered in
each individual case. Specifically, this project
inspires research in the field of rural development in
Africa through multi-faceted endeavors that promote
the ability of planning to uplift people’s well-being
and quality of life.
Systemic Action Research explains how systemic
thinking works and how it can be embedded into
organisational structures and processes to catalyse
sustainable change and critical local interventions.
This publication contains papers and discussions
arising from a series of UN Economic and Social
Council meetings organised to discuss the theme of
promoting an integrated approach to rural
development in developing countries to achieve
poverty eradication and sustainable development.
The papers are arranged under six chapter headings
of: i) the fundamentals of integrated development,
including the millennium development goals and the
role of NEPAD; ii) agricultural issues including agroindustries, land use practices, sustainable livestock
production methods, smallholder agriculture and cooperatives; iii) environmental issues including rural
energy development, water privatisation, forest
areas and E7 public-private partnerships; iv) market
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access issues, including commodity markets,
microcredit systems, the coffee and mining sectors;
v) health and education; and vi) culture and work.
This sourcebook is for all who work with others on
participatory learning and change. Written in a spirit
of critical reflection and serious fun, it provides 21
sets of ideas and options for facilitators, trainers,
teachers and presenters, and anyone who organises
and manages workshops, courses, classes and
other events for sharing and learning ideas. It covers
topics such as getting started, seating arrangements,
forming groups, managing large numbers, helping
each other learn, analysis and feedback, dealing
with dominators, evaluation and ending, coping with
horrors, and common mistakes.
In her first novel since The Quick and the Dead (a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize), the legendary writer
takes us into an uncertain landscape after an
environmental apocalypse, a world in which only the
man-made has value, but some still wish to salvage
the authentic. "She practices ... camouflage, except
that instead of adapting to its environment,
Williams’s imagination, by remaining true to itself,
reveals new colorations in the ecology around her.”
—A.O. Scott, The New York Times Book Review
Khristen is a teenager who, her mother believes,
was marked by greatness as a baby when she died
for a moment and then came back to life. After
Khristen’s failing boarding school for gifted teens
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closes its doors, and she finds that her mother has
disappeared, she ranges across the dead landscape
and washes up at a “resort” on the shores of a
mysterious, putrid lake the elderly residents there
call “Big Girl.” In a rotting honeycomb of rooms,
these old ones plot actions to punish corporations
and people they consider culpable in the destruction
of the final scraps of nature’s beauty. What will
Khristen and Jeffrey, the precocious ten-year-old boy
she meets there, learn from this “gabby seditious lot,
in the worst of health but with kamikaze hearts, an
army of the aged and ill, determined to refresh,
through crackpot violence, a plundered earth”?
Rivetingly strange and beautiful, and delivered with
Williams’s searing, deadpan wit, Harrow is their
intertwined tale of paradise lost and of their
reasons—against all reasonableness—to try and
recover something of it.
This book is intended for all who are committed to
human wellbeing and who want to make our world
fairer, safer and more fulfilling for everyone,
especially those who are "last." It argues that to do
better we need to know better. It provides evidence
that what we believe we know in international
development is often distorted or unbalanced by
errors, myths, biases and blind spots. Undue weight
has been attached to standardized methodologies
such as randomized control trials, systematic
reviews, and competitive bidding: these are shown to
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have huge transaction costs which are rarely if ever
recognized in their enormity. Robert Chambers
contrasts a Newtonian paradigm in which the world
is seen and understood as controllable with a
paradigm of complexity which recognizes that the
real world of social processes and power relations is
messy and unpredictable. To confront the challenges
of complex and emergent realities requires a
revolutionary new professionalism. This is
underpinned by a new combination of canons of
rigor expressed through eclectic methodological
pluralism and participatory approaches which
reverse and transform power relations. Promising
developments include rapid innovations in
participatory ICTs, participatory statistics, and the
Reality Check Approach with its up-to-date and
rigorously grounded insights. Fundamental to the
new professionalism, in every country and context,
are reflexivity, facilitation, groundtruthing, and
personal mindsets, behavior, attitudes, empathy and
love. Robert Chambers surveys the past world of
international development, and his own past views,
with an honest and critical eye, and then launches
into the world of complexity with a buoyant
enthusiasm. He draws on almost six decades of
experience in varied roles in Africa, South Asia and
elsewhere as practitioner, trainer, manager, teacher,
evaluator and field researcher, also working in
UNHCR and the Ford Foundation. He is a Research
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Associate and Emeritus Professor at the Institute of
Development Studies, University of Sussex, his base
for many years. Can We Know Better? is essential
reading for researchers and students of
development, for policy makers and evaluators, and
for all those working towards the better world of the
Sustainable Development Goals.
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