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Sacramental Theology Means Of
Grace Way Of Life
In this balanced volume, Gregg Allison—an evangelical
theologian and church historian—helps readers understand
the nuances of Roman Catholic teaching. Walking through
the official Catechism of the Catholic Church, Allison
summarizes and assesses Catholic doctrine from the
perspective of both Scripture and evangelical theology.
Noting prominent similarities without glossing over key
differences, this book will equip Christians on both sides of
the ecclesiastical divide to fruitfully engage in honest dialogue
with one another.
Much has been written about marriage from the sociological
and psychological point of view and as an object of civil and
canon law. But in terms of systematic theology this treatment
of marriage as a sacrament may very well be unique. Every
effort has been made to keep the text from becoming too
academic while at the same time providing the average
educated reader with a wealth of original insights into the
"mystery" of marriage: in creation and as transformed by
Christ. Chapters cover sacramental consent, bond, and
covenant as well as the quest for the sign. Such thorny
problems as the role of faith in the sacrament, marriage with
an unbaptized person, the most pressing ecumenical
questions and the relationship between the sacrament and
contraception are studied in depth. Finally, the "sacrament of
family" is treated at some length with an eye to its social and
redemptive dimensions.
Many Christians who practice believer baptism struggle to
answer basic questions about it, such as: What does it mean
to be baptized? How does baptism relate to faith? What does
God do through baptism? In Waters of Promise, Brandon
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Jones seeks to answer these questions by drawing from
Scripture, theology, history, and church practice. The
resulting recovery of the link between covenant theology and
believer baptism may change not only how you think about
baptism but also how your church practices it.
Baptism and the Lord's Supper are means of grace,
representing spiritual realities by whose observance the
Church and its members celebrate the life they are given in
Christ. Upon this belief Professor Arndt examines the
meaning of "sacramental theology" particularly in its relation
to the whole of the Gospel of Christ. He believes that the
"Font" and "Table" are symbolic events representing God's
renewing action, and through them this "Community of faith
and people of God becomes concrete in historical actuality".
He does not claim that this essay provides a complete
sacramental theology. He is primarily concerned with
securing a perspective of sacramental practice in the hope of
assisting in a "reconstruction of sacramental teaching, a more
responsible ordering of practice and a more understanding
participation in the sacraments of the gospel."
The first part of Prof Jordan Aumann's magisterialSpiritual
Theology is concerned with the theological principles of
Christian holiness, while the second and major part derives
from those principles' practical directives for the individual
Christian's 'growth in holiness'. Based firmly on the work of
three classical masters - St Thomas Aquinas, St John of the
Cross, and St Teresa of Avila - this text has already proved of
great benefit to contemporary students and general readers
seeking to inform and develop their own spiritual lives.
As a multi-faceted introduction to sacramental theology, the
purposes of this Handbook are threefold: historical,
ecumenical, and missional. The forty-four chapters are
organized into the following parts five parts: Sacramental
Roots in Scripture, Patristic Sacramental Theology, Medieval
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Sacramental Theology, From the Reformation through Today,
and Philosophical and Theological Issues in Sacramental
Doctrine. Contributors to this Handbook explain the diverse
ways that believers have construed the sacraments, both in
inspired Scripture and in the history of the Church's practice.
In Scripture and the early Church, Orthodox, Protestants, and
Catholics all find evidence that the first Christian communities
celebrated and taught about the sacraments in a manner that
Orthodox, Protestants, and Catholics today affirm as the
foundation of their own faith and practice. Thus, for those who
want to understand what has been taught about the
sacraments in Scripture and across the generations by the
major thinkers of the various Christian traditions, this
Handbook provides an introduction. As the divisions in
Christian sacramental understanding and practice are
certainly evident in this Handbook, it is not thereby without
ecumenical and missional value. This book evidences that the
story of the Christian sacraments is, despite divisions in
interpretation and practice, one of tremendous hope.
Cooke reflects on the sacramental liturgies and their relation
to love and freedom, reconciliation and concerned service to
one another. Includes discussion questions, a bibliography,
and an index.
The human body is an amazing gift, yet today, many people
downplay its importance and fail to understand what
Christianity teaches about our bodies and their God-given
purposes. We misunderstand how the body was designed, its
role in relating to others, and lack awareness of the dangers
of objectifying the body, divorcing it from its intended
purpose. In For the Body, author Timothy Tennent looks at
what it means to be created in the image of God and how our
bodies serve as icons that illuminate God's purposes.
Tennant examines topics like marriage, family, singleness,
and friendship, and he looks at how the human body has
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been objectified in art and media today. He also offers a
framework for discipling people today in a Christian theology
of the body. Tennent explores the contours of a robust
Christian vision of the body and human sexuality and the
variety of different ways we are called into relationships with
others. This book is a call to a deeper understanding of our
body and an invitation to recapture the wonder of this
amazing gift. It is a theological vision that informs our selfunderstanding, how we treat others, and how we engage
today's controversial and difficult discussions on human
sexuality with grace, wisdom, and confidence.

What are we doing when we confirm teenagers?
Why is the religious education of teenagers so
perplexing? Why is confirmation often a moment of
"graduation" out of parish life? Confirmation: How a
Sacrament of God's Grace Became All about Us tells
the story of how confirmation, more than any other
sacrament, has interacted with secular culture to
give rise to these kinds of pastoral challenges. At the
same time, confirmation has, over the course of the
twentieth century, become a sacramental stamp of
approval for various Catholic renewal movements.
The cultural shifts of the last century have led to
various theological themes for confirmation, creating
a crisis of meaning today. Is confirmation a personal
choice for faith, or is it the deepening of an ongoing
relationship with the Divine? Timothy Gabrielli gives
us a fresh approach for addressing these pressing
questions.
Christians tend to divide into three camps:
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evangelical, sacramental, and pentecostal. But must
we choose between them? Drawing on the New
Testament, Christian history, and years of
experience in Christian ministry, Gordon T. Smith
argues that the church not only can be all three, but
in fact must be all three in order to truly be the
church.
General Principles of Sacramental Theology
addresses a current lacuna in English language
theological literature. Bernard Leeming’s highly
respected book Principles of Sacramental Theology
was published more than sixty years ago. Since that
time, there has been a noted decrease, especially in
English language sacramental theology, in
treatments of the basic topics and principles – such
as the nature of the sacraments of signs,
sacramental grace, sacramental character,
sacramental causality, sacramental intention, the
necessity and number of the sacraments,
sacramental matter and form, inter alia – which apply
to all of the sacraments. This book will be of use in
seminary, graduate, and undergraduate courses.
The sacraments play an irreplaceable role in
pursuing a Universal Call to Holiness that is so
central to Vatican II’s teaching.
Few concepts are more important in Catholic
theology than that of grace, but most adult Catholics
never move beyond a schoolchild's understanding of
grace. Charles Journet explores philosophy,
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revelation and history to explain grace fully. Journet
lays out both the doctrinal development of grace and
corrects persistent mistakes that Catholics make
about grace. He covers habitual grace, actual grace,
predestination, justification, merit, and much more.
He even includes a revealing exploration of Adam's
earthly paradise and how the nature of the Fall
called forth God's response of grace.
The document intends to highlight the relationship
between faith and sacraments. It can contribute to
overcoming the fracture between faith and
sacraments in the Christian existence of believers, if
it occurs.
The sacraments are at the heart of our life as
Catholics, the way we celebrate together our
continuing conversion and encounter with God.
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance,
Anointing, Marriage, and Holy Orders 'al are
activities that require preparation to bring us to the
fullness of our life in community and in Christ.
Chapter by chapter, Father Lawrence Mick puts
these core experiences into their historical and
theological context, and illuminates the ways the
sacraments bring us together as God's people. Ever
conscious of the complex history of the church and
its dynamic relationship to ritual, as well as the
varied histories of human communities,
Understanding the Sacraments Today is a book to
be visited and revisited, a companion to the ongoing
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and repeated practices that nourish us. Lawrence E.
Mick, a priest in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, is a
liturgical consultant and writer whose numerous
books include Living Baptism Daly, published by
Liturgical Press. He has also been active in parish,
retreat, and campus ministries.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a sacramental
encounter. The embodied spirituality of
Pentecostalism, expressed in the doctrine of the
baptism in the Holy Spirit, suggests that
Pentecostalism is essentially sacramental.
Sacraments are spiritual graces and those who
participate in faith encounter the "real presence" of
Christ through the Holy Spirit. As we approach the
altar to participate in sacramental worship, we do so
"in the Spirit." The Holy Spirit makes us aware of
heavenly realities, and we experience heavenly
mysteries. The primary Pentecostal sacraments are
Water Baptism, The Lord's Supper, Footwashing,
and the Anointed Touch - Laying on hands. These
sacred actions are not mere symbols, but acts of
worship in which Christ is present and the Holy Spirit
is active. This revised edition includes more than 50
pages of new material derived from the Pentecostal
Worship Assessment which included over 300
participants. The assessment demonstrates that
Pentecostals are intuitively sacramental and that the
celebration of sacraments enriches Pentecostal
worship. "Daniel Tomberlin . . . dares to say that
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Baptism, the Lord's Supper, Feet Washing and
Anointing with oil are all sacramental means of grace
enabling us to remember, experience and anticipate
the mysteries of salvation. Together they symbolize
the Christian's journey from initiation to glorification
and our need for continual cleansing along the way.
Drawing from ecumenical dialogues, scholarly
research, devotional reflections and 30 years of
pastoral experience, Tomberlin adds valuable
insights to the discussion on what it means to be
Pentecostal and how Spirit filled believers view the
practices Christ instituted." Dr. Mark Williams Church
of God, Cleveland, TN ." . . a book that takes a new
direction in commending the sacraments to a
Pentecostal audience . . . It is hard to covey the
richness of the tapestry that Tomberlin brings
together, that inspires both the mind and heart, the
scholar and the practitioner, the teacher and the
worshipper. Deeply rooted in the Church of God
tradition and yet ecumenical in engagement. From
my charismatic-catholic-evangelical Anglican
background I found it quite a wonderful stimulus to
prayer and further thought." Rev. Andy Lord, Ph.D.
Church of England Nottingham, United Kingdom
"This is the most academically sound and instructive
work in popular theology I have ever read . . . Daniel
Tomberlin encourages Pentecostal ministers to
forsake their frequently minimalist sacramental
devotion and adopt a comprehensive theology of the
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sacraments-specifically, water baptism, Lord's
Supper, footwashing, and anointing with oil/laying on
of hands. He exposes non-specialists to some major
theoretical questions surrounding sacraments, just
as he raises some important practical questions that
professional theologians should also consider. His
investigations are historically informed, balanced
with numerous accounts from thinkers in early
Christianity and early Pentecostalism . . . In light of
its potential to transform worship in local churches
when critically appropriated, it will have been worth
his effort if only ten Pentecostal pastors read it and
learn from it. May 10,000 do so." Christopher
Stephenson, Ph.D. Lee University, Cleveland,
Tennessee Pneuma: The Journal for the Society for
Pentecostal Studies (33:3)
A general introduction to the whole study of
sacraments that analyzes them from the perspective
of the sacrament that is Christ and the Church.
Ecumenical in its presentation, it sets out the
complete teaching of the Roman Catholic Church
and relates this to a wide range of Anglican and
Protestant thought as well. The author brings
together the teaching of Vatican II on the sacraments
with the rich tradition of sacramental theology
through the centuries.
This important new collection of essays on a topic of vital
importance is by a group of scholars from ten countries,
from a wide range of Christian traditions, East and West,
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and from various academic disciplines. What has
happened to sacramentality in an age which is on the
one hand visual and on the other culturally cast adrift
from the traditional symbolic universe in which
sacramental theology was naturally at home? This book
is not just confined to a discussion of Eucharistic
theology. It examines both the historical roots of
sacramentality, the concept of a sacral person, ways in
which sacramentality may be re-envisioned and the
flourishing roday of churches of a largely nonsacramental style in an age which is increasingly visual
rather than verbal. The vital importance of the subject of
this book is confirmed by the distinction of the
contributors—David Brown (Professor of Theology at
Durham University), Timothy Jenkins (Cambridge),
Bishop Geoffrey Rowell (Oxford), Jeremy Begbie (St.
Andrews and Cambridge), Ann Loades (Durham), David
N. Power (Catholic University of America), Sven-Erik
Brodd (Uppsala), Peter Bouteneff (St. Vladimir's
Seminary, New York) and Susan A. Ross (Loyola
University, Chicago).
The first two volumes of Baptist Sacramentalism helped
give momentum to a renewal of sacramental theology
among Baptists. In the years since, this conversation has
come to include a more diverse range of voices and
explore a broader range of topics. Baptist
Sacramentalism 3 both reveals and shares in these
trends, contributing to the continued expansion of Baptist
sacramental theology. Essays from Scandinavian and
Eastern European scholars reveal the ways in which
sacramental thought is taking shape in non-English
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speaking contexts. Other essays demonstrate the ways
in which sacramental thought informs questions ranging
from disability to virtual reality. And in keeping with the
first volumes, there is continued exploration of the
sacramental witness of the Baptist past.
"As a multi-faceted introduction to sacramental theology,
the purposes of this Handbook are threefold: historical,
ecumenical, and missional. The forty-four chapters are
organized into the following parts five parts: Sacramental
Roots in Scripture, Patristic Sacramental Theology,
Medieval Sacramental Theology, From the Reformation
through Today, and Philosophical and Theological
Issues in Sacramental Doctrine. Contributors to this
Handbook explain the diverse ways that believers have
construed the sacraments, both in inspired Scripture and
in the history of the Church's practice. In Scripture and
the early Church, Orthodox, Protestants, and Catholics
all find evidence that the first Christian communities
celebrated and taught about the sacraments in a manner
that Orthodox, Protestants, and Catholics today affirm as
the foundation of their own faith and practice. Thus, for
those who want to understand what has been taught
about the sacraments in Scripture and across the
generations by the major thinkers of the various Christian
traditions, this Handbook provides an introduction. As the
divisions in Christian sacramental understanding and
practice are certainly evident in this Handbook, it is not
thereby without ecumenical and missional value. This
book evidences that the story of the Christian
sacraments is, despite divisions in interpretation and
practice, one of tremendous hope"--Publisher.
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“This book presents a personally compelling,
sacramentally sound exposition on the means of grace.
These days, we need to be reminded that God’s
character is grace, and Neal succeeds in ways both
subtle and succinct. All should read this book.”
––Thomas A. Langford, Duke University “This book
stays close to Wesley’s own thought and will be a
godsend to pastors, Sunday school teachers, and
interested lay persons. In a time of resurgence of
Wesleyan Theology, this volume makes a significant
contribution.” ––Bishop William B. Oden, Retired This
book is about grace and the many ways that Christ
conveys his unmerited favor to us. Since grace is
essential to the Christian life, it is important for us to
consider how we receive it, what it looks like, and how it
functions. Dr. Neal does more than speak of abstract
theological concepts; he opens a door to his own life,
personality, and experiences. Through them he shows
how God works in us, imparting divine love through the
sacraments and the other means of grace.
Both resistance to and renewed interest in the
sacraments mark current theological thought. This work
acknowledges human limitations of the sacraments but
stresses that God's relationship to human beings cannot
be other than sacramental." Sacramental structures and
events constitute salvation history, and thus permeate all
theology. What makes this sacramental view
comprehensible is faith; faith is an indispensable
precondition for a sacramental theology. Therefore, the
author first demonstrates the preconditions of faith on
which sacramental theology rests, and what place it
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holds within the whole of theology. Following this, he
briefly presents the concept of sacraments and the
history of that concept, the teachings of Church tradition
on sacraments in general, and the basic features of a
sacramental theology. Next, he explains from a
theological perspective the traditional sacraments of the
Catholic Church, including related topics such as
indulgences and sacramentals.
David A. deSilva uses the principles of spiritual formation
as an entryway into the Book of Common Prayer. His
book explores how Christians can be spiritually formed
by the sacraments of baptism, Eucharist, marriage and
last rites.
Ganoczy provides a complete overview of the history of
Catholic sacramental theology and a clear explanation of
contemporary theological developments. The "classical"
teaching of the Council of Trent and its later theological
formulations are compared to the new theological
language of the Second Vatican Council and the
"personalist" theologies of modern thinkers such as Karl
Rahner and Edward Schillebeeckx. Introduction to
Catholic Sacramental Theology moves clearly from (1) a
sketch of the historical development of the sacramental
concept, to (2) the basic elements in a general theory of
the sacraments, to (3) discussion of the individual
sacraments. In the last chapter, the author introduces his
own expanded understanding of the sacraments. Using
the concepts of modern communication theory, he
envisions the sacraments as events of communication in
the life of the concrete faith community in which each
sacrament has its own particular form and purpose.
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Catholic sacramental doctrine has lost much of its
credibility. Baptized people leave the church,
adolescents stop attending shortly after they are
confirmed, supposedly indissoluble marriages regularly
dissolve, few go to confession, and many do not believe
in transubstantiation. Drawing upon his decades-long
study of the sacraments, Martos reveals how teachings
that seemed rooted in the scriptures and Catholic life
have become unmoored from the contexts in which they
arose, and why seemingly eternal truths are actually
historically relative. After carefully constructing Catholic
teaching from the church's own documents, he
deconstructs it by demonstrating how biblical passages
were misconstrued by patristic authors and how patristic
writings were misunderstood by medieval scholastics.
The long process of misinterpretation culminated in the
dogmatic pronouncements of the Council of Trent, which
continues to dominate Catholic thinking about the
church's religious ceremonies. If the sacraments are
released from their dogmatic baggage, Martos believes
that the spiritual realities they symbolize can be
celebrated in any human culture without being tied to
their traditional rites.

Fundamentals of sacramental theology. A classic.
The Catholic understanding of the sacraments is
presented in their relationship in the life of the
Church. Learn more about sacraments at Loyola
Press.
"A comprehensive account of Catholic sacramental
theology from the viewpoint of the body, drawing on
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Scripture, patristic and medieval authors (Augustine,
Aquinas), the Council of Trent, and modern authors
(Scheeben, Ratzinger), including the teachings of
Vatican II on the Church as a sacrament"-Principles of Catholic morality are presented with
questions concerning everyday life.A Pastoral Series
that offers an in-depth yet accessible understanding
of the fundamentals of the Catholic faith for adults,
both those active in pastoral ministry and those
preparing for ministry. The series helps readers
explore the Catholic tradition and apply what they
have learned to their lives and ministry situations.
Includes study questions and suggestions for further
reading.
Throughout the second half of the twentieth century,
sacramental theology has evolved as a discipline
advancing comprehensive theories of sacraments
and sacramentality as integral to the Christian faith
while also studying the history and theology of the
particular rites. Now, in the twenty-first century, the
need for attention to the actual performance and
specific social settings of sacramental worship has
become well established. This makes the work of
sacramental theology necessarily engaged with
multiple, cross-disciplinary theories attentive to
particular contexts, whether local, national, or global.
Still, the divine human encounter at the heart of
Christian symbol and ritual likewise beckons to
philosophical–theological reflection. The essays in
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this volume begin with profound philosophical
perspectives on the personal and communal
sacramental experience, expanding from traditional
cosmology to evolutionary and chaos theories of our
planetary existence, continuing with shifts, especially
among youth, to interreligious and non-institutional
perspectives, consideration of change in popular
notions of guilt, and social–ethical issues in relation
to liturgical theology and practice, so as finally to
return to fundamental theological reflection on
human sacramentality and divine revelation.
Sacramental TheologyMeans of Grace, Ways of Life
Meet Jesus more fruitfully in the Eucharist. Fr.
Lovasik helps you recognize Christ's presence in the
Eucharist, emphasizing Christ's Sacrifice and
showing how you can receive everything that God
offers you in the Mass.
Charles Miller's rigorous and sensitive examination
of Richard Hooker's theology makes a valuable
addition to the field of study of the cleric, one of the
founding theologians of modern Anglicanism. Miller
examines Hooker's works in detail, leading the
reader through different facets of his vision of God:
creation, Scripture, the sacraments, and practices of
Christian devotion. Hooker's theology challenges an
increasingly time-bound, relativistic approach to
doctrine and truth; his sources were as wide, as
ancient, and as modern as Hooker could make them.
Miller's thoughtful analysis is informed throughout by
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an understanding of the context of Hooker's
theological development against the backdrop of
continental Calvinism and the remnants of Roman
Catholicism in England. The growth of interest in
Hooker among specialists has been accompanied by
an abandonment of the serious study of Hooker's
thought among theological students, clergy and
theologians. Miller's work addresses thislack;
Hooker's insights must not be forgotten in the daily
distribution of theological food to Christian people. A
study which attunes readers to Hooker's particular
theological 'voice' and teaches its value both in his
own context and as a present-day interlocutor, this
volume will be of great interest to Christians and
theological students alike.
This book is…an act of witnessing, a testimony to the
generosity of God that Catholics experience in accepting
and living out the gift of faith that Christ has bestowed on
them.—from the Introduction A bishop is not only a
spiritual shepherd but a teacher. In Being Catholic
Archbishop Pilarczyk teaches in clear, concise language
the basic beliefs and practices of Catholics and what
shapes a Catholic's thinking. The book discusses: HOW
WE BELIEVE: Believing Catholic is a matter of knowing,
understanding and responding to a story-the true story of
God's love for us. It offers "the fundamentals that have to
be there if thinking and practicing Catholic are going to
have any appeal or make any sense." HOW WE
PRACTICE: Reflections on the behaviors that express
our faith and our membership in the Church, such as
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going to Mass, receiving the sacraments and raising
children Catholic. By being a practicing Catholic, we
strengthen our behaviors so we can proclaim them to
others. HOW WE THINK: A series of thoughtful, pastoral
and heartfelt reflections on all aspects of our lives in the
world, seen through the eyes of one deeply faithful to the
tradition and teachings of the church. Topics for
"Thinking Catholic" include respect for life, spiritual
maturity and a universal Church.
Well-chosen and readable anthology of articles on
contemporary sacramental theology.
"I bring you news of a living reality that changes
everything. Jesus has come; Jesus will come. Whatever
your own personal darkness, it has been and will be
overcome." Means of Grace is a weekly devotional
culled from the sermons of beloved pastor and
theologian Fleming Rutledge, organized according to the
framework of the liturgical calendar. Each entry,
compiled and edited by Rutledge's friend Laura Bardolph
Hubers, begins with a biblical passage and ends with a
short prayer. Those familiar with Rutledge's work will
recognize both her genuine empathy for human
experience and her deep reverence for God. Anyone
longing for the wise pastoral guidance of an adept
veteran preacher--one who views Scripture not as bland
"life lessons" or "timeless teaching" but as "the living God
present and acting in the story of redemption"--will find
here a meaningful companion through the seasons of
their spiritual journey that they can return to year after
year.
Delves into the ancient debate regarding the nature and
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purpose of the seven sacraments What are the
sacraments? For centuries, this question has elicited a
lively discussion and among theologians, and a variety of
answers that do anything but outline a unified belief
concerning these fundamental ritual structures. In this
extremely cohesive and well-crafted volume, a group of
renowned scholars map the theologies of sacraments
offered by key Christian figures from the Early Church
through the twenty-first century. Together, they provide a
guide to the variety of views about sacraments found
throughout Christianity, showcasing the variety of
approaches to understanding the sacraments across the
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox faith traditions.
Chapters explore the theologies of thinkers from Basil to
Aquinas, Martin Luther to Gustavo Gutiérrez. Rather
than attempting to distill their voices into a single view,
the book addresses many of the questions that
theologians have tackled over the two thousand year
history of Christianity. In doing so, it paves the way for
developing theologies of sacraments for present and
future contexts. The text places each theology of the
sacraments into its proper sociohistorical context,
illuminating how the church has used the sacraments to
define itself and its congregations over time. The
definitive resource on theologies of the sacraments, this
volume is a must-read for students, theologians, and
spiritually interested readers alike.
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