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Shepard's novel "opens with a man in his house at dawn,
surrounded by aspens, coyotes cackling in the distance
as he quietly navigates the distance between present
and past. More and more, memory is overtaking him: in
his mind he sees himself in a movie-set trailer, his young
face staring back at him in a mirror surrounded by light
bulbs. In his dreams and in visions he sees his late
father--sometimes in miniature, sometimes flying planes,
sometimes at war. By turns, he sees the bygone America
of his childhood: the farmland and the feedlots, the rail
yards and the diners--and, most hauntingly, his father's
young girlfriend, with whom he also became involved,
setting into motion a tragedy that has stayed with him"-A play and two screenplays by the Pulitzer Prize winning
playwright, deal with the wounds of war, the gap of
gender and generation, and white prescence on the
frontier
THE STORY: Henry Hackamore, reputed to be the
richest man in the world, is now a bearded, aged recluse,
who lives on the top floor of a Caribbean luxury hotel,
attended by his bodyguard-nurse, Raul. Paranoid,
desperately lonely and obsessed by a fe
Shortly after the debut of Exorcism in 1920, Eugene
O'Neill suddenly canceled production and ordered all
extant copies of the drama destroyed. For over ninety
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until it was recently discovered that O'Neill's second wife
had in fact retained a copy, which she later gave to the
prolific screenwriter and producer Philip Yordan. In early
2011, Yordan's widow discovered the typescript of
Exorcism—complete with edits in O'Neill's own hand—in
her late husband's vast trove of papers. The discovery
and publication of Exorcism, a relatively early play in the
O'Neill corpus, furthers our knowledge of O'Neill's
dramatic development and reveals a pivotal point in the
career of this great American playwright. Revolving
around a suicide attempt, Exorcism draws on a dark
incident in O'Neill's own life. This defining event led to his
first serious efforts to write. Exorcism displays early
examples of O'Neill's unparalleled skills of capturing
deeply personal human drama, and it explores major
themes—mourning and melancholia, addiction and
sobriety, tensions between fathers and sons—that would
permeate his later work. According to Yale University's
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library curator
Louise Bernard, who acquired the play from a New York
bookseller, “Exorcism might be read as a preparatory
sketch that resonates powerfully with Long Day's
Journey into Night, one that brings the O'Neill family
drama full circle in ways at once intimate and grandly
conceived.”
In A Particle of Dread, Sam Shepard takes one of the
most famous plays in history—Oedipus Rex—and
transforms it into a modern American classic. In this
telling, Oedipus, King of Thebes, prophesized to kill his
father and marry his mother, alternates between his
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His
wife (and true mother), Jocasta, is also called Jocelyn,
and his antagonist (and true father) is split into three
characters, Laius, Larry, and Langos. Two present-day
policemen from the Southwest stand in for the Greek
chorus as they investigate the murder case. Dazzlingly
inventive, ringing with the timelessness of myth, A
Particle of Dread is an unforgettable work that grapples
with questions of storytelling and destiny—the narratives
that we pass down, and how they shape our lives. It is a
play that lingers in the mind long after we finish the last
scene.
Presents seven dark works by American playwright Sam
Shepard, which span 1968-1981 and deal with such
themes as family disturbances and the loss of American
myths.
THE STORY: The scene is a stark motel room at the
edge of the Mojave Desert. May, a disheveled young
woman, sits dejectedly on a rumpled bed while Eddie, a
rough-spoken rodeo performer, crouches in a corner
fiddling with his riding gear. When he at
The final work from the Pulitzer Prize-winning writer,
actor, and musician, drawn from his transformative last
days In searing, beautiful prose, Sam Shepard's
extraordinary narrative leaps off the page with its
immediacy and power. It tells in a brilliant braid of voices
the story of an unnamed narrator who traces, before our
rapt eyes, his memories of work, adventure, and travel
as he undergoes medical tests and treatments for a
condition that is rendering him more and more
dependent on the loved ones who are caring for him.
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The narrator's
memories
and preoccupations
those of our current moment--for here are stories of
immigration and community, inclusion and exclusion,
suspicion and trust. But at the book's core, and his, is
family--his relationships with those he loved, and with the
natural world around him. Vivid, haunting, and deeply
moving, Spy of the First Person takes us from the
sculpted gardens of a renowned clinic in Arizona to the
blue waters surrounding Alcatraz, from a New Mexico
border town to a condemned building on New York City's
Avenue C. It is an unflinching expression of the
vulnerabilities that make us human--and an unbound
celebration of family and life.
THE STORY: Involves two desperate families connected
by the marriage of the son of one (Jake) to the daughter
of the other (Beth). As the play begins Beth, braindamaged from a savage beating that Jake has given her,
is being tended by her parents,
One of the plays that first announced Sam Shepard as
an original voice in American theater, Tooth of Crime is
his thrillingly innovative rock drama, published here in a
revised edition that is as fresh and provocative as the
original was more than thirty years ago. An aging rock
star in a world in which entertainment and street warfare
go hand in hand, Hoss must defend himself against
Crow, a newcomer who battles him for fame. Combining
musical styles and intense dialogue in an unconventional
musical-fantasy, Tooth of Crime riffs brilliantly on rising
stars and fading legends, and rock lived and died for.
In eighteen stories unlike any in our contemporary
literature, Sam Shepard explores the vast and rugged
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made him “the great playwright of his generation” (The
New York Times). A boy watches a “remedy man” tame
a wild stallion, a contest that mirrors his own struggle
with his father. A woman driving her mother’s ashes
across the country has a strangely transcendent run-in
with an injured hawk. Two aging widowers, in Stetsons
and bolo ties, together make a daily pilgrimage to the
local Denny’s, only to be divided by the attentions of
their favorite waitress. Peering unblinkingly into the
chasms that separate fathers and sons, husbands and
wives, friends and strangers, these powerful tales bear
the unmistakable signature of an American master.
Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject
American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7, University of
Tubingen (Englisches Seminar), course: PS II Literary
Studies: Family Scenes: The American Family on Stage,
language: English, abstract: "This study holds that the
coherence of the [American] nation owes much to the
potency of its communal 'stories', those myths given
prominence in cultural consciousness." (Wade 3).
According to Wade, the American culture is based on
certain myths, on complex systems of attitudes, beliefs,
and values that are characteristic for a specific society or
group (cf. Collins Dictionary 1077). The history of the
nation and the experience of westward expansion
resulted in certain myths that are still present in the
American imagination (cf. Companion Drama 286). U.S.
playwright Sam Shepard is known for his interest in
national myths, which he defines as mysteries that speak
to the emotions and feelings of people, and in the
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Graham 112). Thus, Shepard sees his plays as tools for
cultural conversation by which he questions American
myths (cf. Companion Drama 291). One of Shepards
most popular plays is the family drama Buried Child,
which unfolds the dark secret of a family living in a farm
house in Midwestern Illinois (cf. BC ). This term paper
will focus on two myths which are dominant in Buried
Child: The myth of the generic middle-class family in the
U.S. and the myth of the American Midwest. How does
Sam Shepard reveal these myths in his family drama,
and how does he demonstrate their hollowness? The
first chapter will be based on the myth of the generic
American family, on its definition, its appearance in the
play, and on the question how this myth is criticized. The
second chapter will focus on the myth of the American
Midwest in the same line."
Filled with wry, dark humor, and exquisitely crafted
storytelling, Shepard's plays have earned him enormous
acclaim. In these 15 one-acts, he displays his trademark
ability to portray human relationships, love, and lust with
rare authenticity.
Sally lives with her mysterious family in a cavernous
home overlooking Los Angeles. When a visitor arrives,
Sally’s dark secrets—and the secrets of those around
her—threaten to come to light.
THE STORY: The setting is a farmhouse in the American
West, inhabited by a family who has enough to eat but
not enough to satisfy the other hungers that bedevil
them. The father is a drunk; the mother a frowzy slattern;
the daughter precocious beyo
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Few American
playwrights
have
exertedLove
as much
influence on the contemporary stage as Sam Shepard.
His plays are performed on and off Broadway and in all
the major regional American theatres. They are also
widely performed and studied in Europe, particularly in
Britain, Germany and France, finding both a popular and
scholarly audience. In this collection of seventeen
original essays, American and European authors from
different professional and academic backgrounds
explore the various aspects of Shepard's career - his
plays, poetry, music, fiction, acting, directing and film
work. The volume covers the major plays, including
Curse of the Starving Class, Buried Child, and True
West, as well as other lesser known but vitally important
works. A thorough chronology of Shepard's life and
career, together with biographical chapters, a note from
the legendary Joseph Chaikin, and an interview with the
playwright, give a fascinating first-hand account of an
exuberant and experimental personality.

A newly revised edition of an American classic, Sam
Shepard’s Pulitzer Prize—winning Buried Child is as
fierce and unforgettable as it was when it was first
produced in 1978. A scene of madness greets Vince
and his girlfriend as they arrive at the squalid
farmhouse of Vince’s hard-drinking grandparents,
who seem to have no idea who he is. Nor does his
father, Tilden, a hulking former All-American
footballer, or his uncle, who has lost one of his legs
to a chain saw. Only the memory of an unwanted
child, buried in an undisclosed location, can hope to
Page 7/19

Access Free Sam Shepard Seven Plays Buried
Child Curse Of The Starving Class The Tooth Of
Crime La Turista Tongues Savage Love True West
deliver this family from its sin.
This comprehensive analysis traces Sam Shepard's
career from his experimental one-act plays of the
1960s to the 1994 play Simpatico. Curse of the
Starving Class, Buried Child, True West, Fool for
Love and A Lie of the Mind are all examined in
depth. Concentrating on his playwriting, this book
charts Shepard's various developments and shifts of
direction, and the changing contexts in which his
work appeared. Engaging, informative, and
insightful, The Theatre of Sam Shepard is the
definitive source on the works of this innovative and
original writer.
A product of a computer-aided text analysis of
Buried Child, the methodology of this volume centres
around the idea that one gains a greater
understanding of the whole from a complete analysis
of its parts. The computer performed a double
breakdown of the script: first, the separate parts in
full-line text; second, formatting the separate parts
into individual concordances.
“John Winters offers a master class in literary
sleuthing, untangling the many lives and unearthing
the origin story of America’s foremost Renaissance
man of letters.” —Kelly Horan, coauthor of Devotion
and Defiance With more than fifty–five plays to his
credit—including the 1979 Pulitzer Prize–winning
Buried Child, an Oscar nod for his portrayal of Chuck
Yeager in The Right Stuff, and an onscreen persona
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that’s been aptly summed up as “Gary Cooper in
denim”—Sam Shepard’s impact on American theater
and film ranks with the greatest playwrights and
actors of the past half–century. Sam Shepard: A Life
gets to the heart of Sam Shepard, presenting a
compelling and comprehensive account of his life
and work. In a new epilogue, added by the author
after Shepard’s untimely death in July of 2017, John
J. Winters offers a glimpse into the enigmatic
author’s last days, when very few knew he was
suffering from ALS. “An excellent biography . . . Mr.
Winters is especially good on the backstage of one
of Mr. Shepard’s most frequently revived works,
True West . . . Mr. Winters has an interesting story to
tell, and he recounts it ably, bringing us close to a
figure who, he admits, avoids intimacy.” —The Wall
Street Journal “A new, thoroughly researched
biography . . . Winters does indeed capture a
personality more anxious and self–doubting than
previous biographers have grasped.” —The
Washington Post “Meticulously presents the facts of
Shepard’s complex life along with incisive
descriptions and analyses of diverse productions of
Shepard’s demanding and innovative plays . . .
Winters portrays Shepard as a magnetic, enigmatic,
and multitalented artist drawing on a deep well of
loneliness and self–questioning, keen attunement to
the zeitgeist, and penetrating insight into human
nature.” —Booklist (starred review)
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Pulitzer Prize winner Sam Shepard’s latest play is
an uproarious, brilliantly provocative farce that brings
the gifts of a quintessentially American playwright to
bear on the current American dilemma. Frank and
Emma are a quiet, respectable couple who raise
cows on their Wisconsin farm. Soon after they agree
to put up Frank’s old friend Haynes, who is on the
lam from a secret government project involving
plutonium, they’re visited by Welch, an unctuous
government bureaucrat from hell. His aggressive
patriotism puts Frank, Emma, and Haynes on the
defensive, transforming a heartland American
household into a scene of torture and promoting a
radioactive brand of conformity with a dangerously
long half life.
His first major book of fiction: lyrical, personal,
mythical, hilarious and mesmeric stories that shed
new light on both the US and the writer through
whose eyes we access this compelling and resonant
land.
This book explores the development of
contemporary theatre in the United States in its
historical, political and theoretical dimensions. It
focuses on representative plays and performance
texts that experiment with form and content,
discussing influential playwrights and performance
artists such as Tennessee Williams, Adrienne
Kennedy, Sam Shepard, Tony Kushner, Charles
Ludlum, Anna Deavere Smith, Karen Finley and Will
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Power, alongside avant-garde theatre groups.
Saddik traces the development of contemporary
drama since 1945, and discusses the cross-cultural
impact of postwar British and European innovations
on American theatre from the 1950s to the present
day in order to examine the performance of
American identity. She argues that contemporary
American theatre is primarily a postmodern drama of
inclusion and diversity that destabilizes the notion of
fixed identity and questions the nature of reality.
List Pulitzer Prize winners in thirty-nine different
categories, arranged chronologically, with
biographical and career information, selected works,
other awards, and a brief commentary, along with
material on Pulitzer.
Brilliant, prolific, uniquely American, Pulitzer
prizewinning playwright Sam Separd is a major voice
in contemporary theatre. And here are seven of his
very best. "One of the most original, prolific and
gifted dramatists at work today."—The New Yorker
"The greatest American playwright of his
generation...the most inventive in language and
revolutionary in craft, [he] is the writer whose work
most accurately maps the interior and exterior
landscapes of his society."—New York Magazine "If
plays were put in time capsules, future generations
would get a sharp-toothed profile of life in the U.S. in
the past decade and a half from the works of Sam
Shepard."—Time "Sam Shepard is the most exciting
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presence in the movie world and one of the most
gifted writers ever to work on the American
stage."—Marsha Norman, Pulitzer prizewinning
author of ‘Night, Mother. "One of our best and most
challenging playwrights...his plays are a form of
exorcism: magical, sometimes surreal rituals that
grapple with the demonic forces in the American
landscape."—Newsweek "His plays are stunning in
thier originality, defiant and inscrutable."—Esquire
"Sam Shepard is phenomenal..the best practicing
American playwright."—The New Republic
These three plays by Pulitzer Prize winner Sam
Shepard are bold, explosive, and ultimately
redemptive dramas propelled by family secrets and
illuminated by a searching intelligence. In The Late
Henry Moss–which premiered in San Francisco,
starring Sean Penn and Nick Nolte–two estranged
brothers confront the past as they piece together the
drunken fishing expedition that preceded their
father’s death. In Eyes for Consuela, based on
Octavio Paz’s classic story “The Blue Bouquet,” a
vacationing American encounters a knife-toting
Mexican bandit on a gruesome quest. And in When
the World Was Green, cowritten with Joseph
Chaikin, a journalist in search of her father interviews
an old man who resolved a generations-old vendetta
by murdering the wrong man. Together, these plays
form a powerful trio from an enduring force in
American theater.
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Motel Chronicles reveals the fast-moving and
sometimes surprising world of the man behind the
plays that have made Sam Shepard a living legend
in the theater. Shepard chronicles his own life birth in
Illinois, childhood memories of Guam, Pasadena and
rural Southern California, adventures as ranch hand,
waiter, rock musician, dramatist and film actor.
Scenes from this book form the basis of his play
Superstitions, and of the film (directed by Wim
Wenders) Paris, Texas, winner of the Golden Palm
Award at the 1984 Cannes Film Festival. " . . .
essential reading. A scrapbook of short stories,
autobiographical reveries, poetry and photographs,
Motel Chronicles is full of verbal delights, as well as
insights into its author's entire canon. Whether Mr.
Shepard is reminiscing about his parents or
daydreaming about cherished movies and cars of his
youth, he speaks in pungent and ethereal language
that remakes our West. Read in conjunction with the
plays, Motel Chronicles also helps demystify the
origins of Mr. Shepard's psychological obsessions
and desolate frontier iconography."—Frank Rich, New
York Times "If plays were put in time capsules,
future generations would get a sharp-toothed profile
of life in the U.S. in the past decade and half from
the works of Sam Shepard."—Time "Sam Shepard is
a shaman—a New World shaman. Sam is as
American as peyote, magic mushrooms, Rock and
Roll, and medicine bundles."—Jack Gelber Sam
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Shepard (1943) is a playwright, actor, author, screen
writer and director whose work is performed on and
off Broadway and in other theaters across the
country. In 1979, he received the Pulitzer Prize for
Drama for his play Buried Child. In 1983, he was
nominated for an Academy Award for Best
Supporting Actor in The Right Stuff. His other
famous works include True West, A Lie of the Mind
and Curse of the Starving Class. Fool For Love & the
Sad Lament of Pecos Bill by Sam Shepard was also
published by City Lights Publishers.
A solitary man digs a hole in the ground, near a dead
horse. Amidst the clutter of food and equipment
stands Hobart Struther, who has ridden all the way
out to the middle of nowhere on a holy mission. But
one day into his “Great Sojourn,” things are looking
bleak. His horse has choked to death, he's miles
away from civilization, and there's not a person
around to talk to – other than himself. As Hobart
examines his rise — how he built a vast art collection
while ensconced in a comfortable Park Avenue
lifestyle — he digs deep into his own history,
unearthing truths about his past while still struggling
to find the answers he needs. With Shepard's
linguistic flair, subtle humor, and probing insights,
Kicking a Dead Horse is an invigorating addition to
the works of one of America's most innovative
playwrights.
A children's opera from the creators of Angels in
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America and Where the Wild Things Are.
Set within the netherworld of thoroughbred racing,
this hair-raisingly funny new play by the Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of True West explores the
classical themes of memory, loyalty, and restitution.
Simpatico launches readers into regions where high
society meets the low life, and where, as one of the
main characters observes, "someone is cutting
someone else's throat."
Sam Shepard is arguably America’s finest working
dramatist, as well as an accomplished screenwriter,
actor, and director. Winner of a Pulitzer Prize, he has
written more than forty-five plays, including True
West, Fool for Love, and Buried Child. Shepard has
also appeared in more than fifty films, beginning with
Terrence Malick’s Days of Heaven, and was
nominated for an Academy Award for his
performance in The Right Stuff. Despite the publicity
his work and life have attracted, however, Shepard
remains a strongly private man who has said many
times that he will never write a memoir. But he has
written intensively about his inner life and creative
work to his former father-in-law and housemate,
Johnny Dark, who has been Shepard’s closest
friend, surrogate brother (they’re nearly the same
age), and even artistic muse for forty-five years and
counting. Two Prospectors gathers nearly forty years
of correspondence and transcribed conversations
between Shepard and Dark. In these gripping,
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sometimes gut-wrenching letters, the men open
themselves to each other with amazing honesty.
Shepard’s letters give us the deepest look we may
ever get into his personal philosophy and creative
process, while in Dark’s letters we discover insights
into Shepard’s character that only an intimate friend
could provide. The writers also reflect on the books
and authors that stimulate their thinking, their
relationships with women (including Shepard’s
anguished decision to leave his wife and son—Dark’s
stepdaughter and grandson—for actress Jessica
Lange), personal struggles, and accumulating years.
Illustrated with Dark’s candid, revealing photographs
of Shepard and their mutual family across many
years, as well as facsimiles of numerous letters, Two
Prospectors is a compelling portrait of a complex
friendship that has anchored both lives for decades,
a friendship also poignantly captured in Treva
Wurmfeld’s film, Shepard & Dark.
A wonderfully helpful survey of the drama of Sam
Shepard. It is bound to find many eager readers
among those who are either intrigued or baffled--or
both--by the plays of this still-young playwright whom
many think contemporary America's finest. Choice
America's most highly acclaimed contemporary
playwright continues to puzzle critics, even as his
reputation grows and his imagination seeks new
creative channels. Finding the dramatist difficult to
classify, critics and scholars continue to search for
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the central direction of Shepard's creative
development. Lynda Hart's study, which focuses on
ten representative plays, is the first book to examine
Shepard's growth and development as a dramatist
within and against the historical tradition. Offering a
unified critical perspective, the author considers the
plays from both a literary standpoint and as texts for
performance. Resources include a bibliography that
offers the most complete listing of relevant critical
writings.
Friends since 1964, correspondents since 1972,
playwright Sam Shepard and director Joseph
Chaikin established independent reputations Chaikin with such Open Theatre landmarks as
America Hurrah and The Serpent; Shepard with
celebrated plays, including The Tooth of Crime before becoming close collaborators in 1978. The
texts of their remarkable creations - Tongues,
Savage / Love and The War in Heaven - are
included here, together with notes and - most
important - the deeply personal, exploratory letters
which detail their passionate pursuit of a new
language for the stage.
Sam Shepard is one of America's most prolific
dramatists, as well as a screenplay writer, memoirist,
and successful film actor. His irreverent, satirical,
and nostalgic treatment of American popular culture
has attracted a cult following as well as the re
Presents seven dark works by American playwright
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Sam Shepard, which span 1968-1981 and deal with
such themes as family disturbances and the loss of
American myths; includes "Buried Child" and "Curse
of the Starving Class."
Autumn, 1975: The Rolling Thunder Revue - a ragtag variety show, a travelling gypsy circus - swept
across the Northeast US. Bob Dylan helmed the
chaotic caravan, gathering a host of stars in his
wake: Joan Baez, Roger McGuinn, Ramblin' Jack
Elliott, T-Bone Burnett, Joni Mitchell and others. The
Pulitzer-Prize winning playwright Sam Shepard was
invited to write a Fellini-esque film out of the chaos.
Throughout the many moods and moments of his
travels he kept an impressionistic logbook of life on
the road, replete with poetry, sketches and intimate
accounts: This is that logbook. Updated with a
myriad of candid photographs - many never before
published - a foreword by T-Bone Burnett and a
poetical preface from Sam Shepard, The Rolling
Thunder Logbook perfectly captures the
camaraderie, isolation, head games and pill-popping
mayhem of the tour, providing a window into Dylan's
singular talent, enigmatic charisma, and vision of
America. “The Rolling Thunder Revue was more fun
than the law allows. By a long shot. It was a bus full
of musicians and singers and painters hurtling
through the dead of night, making a movie, writing
songs, and playing some of the most incendiary,
intense, and inspired rock ‘n’ roll, before or since.”
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T-Bone Burnett
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