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Clinical microbiologists are engaged in the field of diagnostic
microbiology to determine whether pathogenic
microorganisms are present in clinical specimens collected
from patients with suspected infections. If microorganisms are
found, these are identified and susceptibility profiles, when
indicated, are determined. During the past two decades,
technical advances in the field of diagnostic microbiology
have made constant and enormous progress in various
areas, including bacteriology, mycology, mycobacteriology,
parasitology, and virology. The diagnostic capabilities of
modern clinical microbiology laboratories have improved
rapidly and have expanded greatly due to a technological
revolution in molecular aspects of microbiology and
immunology. In particular, rapid techniques for nucleic acid
amplification and characterization combined with automation
and user-friendly software have significantly broadened the
diagnostic arsenal for the clinical microbiologist. The
conventional diagnostic model for clinical microbiology has
been labor-intensive and frequently required days to weeks
before test results were available. Moreover, due to the
complexity and length of such testing, this service was usually
directed at the hospitalized patient population. The physical
structure of laboratories, staffing patterns, workflow, and
turnaround time all have been influenced profoundly by these
technical advances. Such changes will undoubtedly continue
and lead the field of diagnostic microbiology inevitably to a
truly modern discipline. Advanced Techniques in Diagnostic
Microbiology provides a comprehensive and up-to-date
description of advanced methods that have evolved for the
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diagnosis of infectious diseases in the routine clinical
microbiology laboratory. The book is divided into two
sections. The first techniques section covers the principles
and characteristics of techniques ranging from rapid antigen
testing, to advanced antibody detection, to in vitro nucleic
acid amplification techniques, and to nucleic acid microarray
and mass spectrometry. Sufficient space is assigned to cover
different nucleic acid amplification formats that are currently
being used widely in the diagnostic microbiology field. Within
each technique, examples are given regarding its application
in the diagnostic field. Commercial product information, if
available, is introduced with commentary in each chapter. If
several test formats are available for a technique, objective
comparisons are given to illustrate the contrasts of their
advantages and disadvantages. The second applications
section provides practical examples of application of these
advanced techniques in several "hot" spots in the diagnostic
field. A diverse team of authors presents authoritative and
comprehensive information on sequence-based bacterial
identification, blood and blood product screening, molecular
diagnosis of sexually transmitted diseases, advances in
mycobacterial diagnosis, novel and rapid emerging
microorganism detection and genotyping, and future
directions in the diagnostic microbiology field. We hope our
readers like this technique-based approach and your
feedback is highly appreciated. We want to thank the authors
who devoted their time and efforts to produce their chapters.
We also thank the staff at Springer Press, especially Melissa
Ramondetta, who initiated the whole project. Finally, we
greatly appreciate the constant encouragement of our family
members through this long effort. Without their unwavering
faith and full support, we would never have had the courage
to commence this project.
Offers a discussion of the basic concerns which underlie the
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development and use of language tests. Presenting a
synthesis of research on testing, this book is useful for
students on teacher education courses. It is also helpful for
those professionally involved in designing and administering
tests, acting as a complement to 'how to' books.
This collection examines the promise and limitations for
computer-assisted language learning of emerging speech
technologies: speech recognition, text-to-speech synthesis,
and acoustic visualization. Using pioneering research from
contributors based in the US and Europe, this volume
illustrates the uses of each technology for learning
languages, the problems entailed in their use, and the
solutions evolving in both technology and instructional design.
To illuminate where these technologies stand on the path
from research toward practice, the book chapters are
organized to reflect five stages in the maturation of learning
technologies: basic research, analysis of learners’ needs,
adaptation of technologies to meet needs, development of
prototypes to incorporate adapted technologies, and
evaluation of prototypes. The volume demonstrates the
progress in employing each class of speech technology while
pointing up the effort that remains for effective, reliable
application to language learning.
Grammar for Writing is a three-level series that provides
students with the essential grammar applications they need to
become proficient writers. Based on the series Eye on
Editing, Grammar for Writing updates the existing two levels
and adds a third level for expanded content coverage. The
series features authentic writing excerpts and practical tools
to facilitate comprehension and application for students
enrolled in writing or combined-skills courses. Features:
Clear, concise grammar explanations and easy-to-read charts
help summarize key learning objectives. Diagnostic pretests
and self-check exercises assess students' understanding of
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the editing points. Exercises drawn from student writing focus
on the most frequently occurring grammar errors. Editing
guidelines help students identify and correct common
grammatical mistakes. Authentic writings model application of
grammar points. Corpus-informed approach to vocabulary
gives the series an academic feel.
After our successful first Special Issue about bladder cancer,
we proceeded with the second issue. Again, many
international scientists submitted their newest research
results in that extremely interesting field and followed our call
for submissions. It is not only the collection and combination
of old and new markers that could develop new possibilities,
but also the focus on different classifications and subclassifications that will unveil new ways in diagnostic and
therapeutic approaches. It seems that the two established
diagnostic tools will still play an important role, but new
markers and diagnostics tools will present more detailed and
more differentiated possibilities in the treatment of urinary
bladder cancer. This second Special Issue is full of scientific
results that could provide new ways to help patients with
instruments for early diagnostics and with predictive and
prognostic markers on their way to finding new and
personalized strategies for therapy. The editors thank all of
the submitting authors for their efforts and time spent on each
manuscript. We hope that this Special Issue will prove useful
to research work in bladder cancer in the future. We hope
that many talented researchers will use multiple forms of art
to improve their professional successes and to ameliorate
diagnostics and therapy in bladder cancer.
The Versant(TM) Test of Spanish, created by leading
language testing experts using advanced speech processing
technology, evaluates a non-native Spanish speaker's ability
to understand and to communicate appropriately in Spanish
on everyday topics. Versant automated tests allow language
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teachers, program coordinators, and administrators to quickly,
objectively, and accurately assess students' levels of spoken
Spanish skills. Versant Tests can help you measure the oral
proficiency level of: Spanish language students at the end of
their first year of language study; the second year; at any
point in the students' language learning. Entering graduate
students. Graduating seniors with a major in Spanish. Exiting
majors with certification for teaching Spanish in secondary
schools. Students preparing for bilingual jobs in Healthcare,
Education, Business and so on. Experience Versant Online!
Go to www.pearsonhighered.com/versant for sample test
materials, including test instructions, test papers, sample
calls, and score reports. "This is an electronic product.""
Understanding Language Testing presents an introduction to
language tests and the process of test development that
starts at the very beginning. Assuming no knowledge of the
field, the book promotes a practical understanding of
language testing using examples from a variety of languages.
While grounded on solid theoretical principles, the book
focuses on fostering a true understanding of the various uses
of language tests and the process of test development,
scoring test performance, analyzing and interpreting test
results, and above all, using tests as ethically and fairly as
possible so that test takers are given every opportunity to do
their best, to learn as much as possible, and feel positive
about their language learning. Each chapter includes a
summary, suggestions for further reading, and exercises. As
such this is the ideal book for both beginning students of
linguistics and language education, or anyone in a related
discipline looking for a first introduction to language testing.

This second edition of The Routledge Handbook of
Language Testing provides an updated and
comprehensive account of the area of language
Page 5/27

File Type PDF Sample Versant Tests
testing and assessment. The volume brings together
35 authoritative articles, divided into ten sections,
written by 51 leading specialists from around the
world. There are five entirely new chapters covering
the four skills: reading, writing, listening, and
speaking, as well as a new entry on corpus
linguistics and language testing. The remaining 30
chapters have been revised, often extensively, or
entirely rewritten with new authorship teams at the
helm, reflecting new generations of expertise in the
field. With a dedicated section on technology in
language testing, reflecting current trends in the
field, the Handbook also includes an extended
epilogue written by Harding and Fulcher,
contemplating what has changed between the first
and second editions and charting a trajectory for the
field of language testing and assessment. Providing
a basis for discussion, project work, and the design
of both language tests themselves and related
validation research, this Handbook represents an
invaluable resource for students, researchers, and
practitioners working in language testing and
assessment and the wider field of language
education.
Speaking is a central yet complex area of language
acquisition. The assessment of this crucial skill is
equally complex because of its interactive nature.
This book takes teachers and language testers
through the research on the assessment of speaking
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as well as through current tests of speaking. The
book then guides language testers through the
stages of test tasks, rating practices and design.
Presenting the latest molecular diagnostic
techniques in one comprehensive volume The
molecular diagnostics landscape has changed
dramatically since the last edition of Molecular
Microbiology: Diagnostic Principles and Practice in
2011. With the spread of molecular testing and the
development of new technologies and their
opportunities, laboratory professionals and
physicians more than ever need a resource to help
them navigate this rapidly evolving field. Editors
David Persing and Fred Tenover have brought
together a team of experienced researchers and
diagnosticians to update this third edition
comprehensively, to present the latest developments
in molecular diagnostics in the support of clinical
care and of basic and clinical research, including
next-generation sequencing and whole-genome
analysis. These updates are provided in an easy-toread format and supported by a broad range of
practical advice, such as determining the appropriate
type and quantity of a specimen, releasing and
concentrating the targets, and eliminating inhibitors.
Molecular Microbiology: Diagnostic Principles and
Practice Presents the latest basic scientific theory
underlying molecular diagnostics Offers tested and
proven applications of molecular diagnostics for the
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diagnosis of infectious diseases, including point-ofcare testing Illustrates and summarizes key concepts
and techniques with detailed figures and tables
Discusses emerging technologies, including the use
of molecular typing methods for real-time tracking of
infectious outbreaks and antibiotic resistance
Advises on the latest quality control and quality
assurance measures Explores the increasing
opportunities and capabilities of information
technology Molecular Microbiology: Diagnostic
Principles and Practice is a textbook for molecular
diagnostics courses that can also be used by anyone
involved with diagnostic test selection and
interpretation. It is also a useful reference for
laboratories and as a continuing education resource
for physicians.
The definitive clinical virology resource for
physicians and clinical laboratory virologists The
clinical virology field is rapidly evolving and, as a
result, physicians and clinical laboratory virologists
must have a reliable reference tool to aid in their
ability to identify and diagnose viral infections to
prevent future outbreaks. In this completely revised
edition of the Clinical Virology Manual, Editor in
Chief, Michael Loeffelholz, along with Section
Editors, Richard Hodinka, Benjamin Pinsky, and
Stephen Young, have complied expert perspectives
of a renowned team of clinical virology experts and
divided these contributions into three sections to
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provide the latest information on the diagnosis of
viral infections, including ebola, HIV and Human
papillomavirus state of the art diagnostic
technologies, including next-generation sequencing
and nucleic acid amplification methods taxonomy of
clinically important viruses such as polyomaviruses
and zoonotic viruses This comprehensive reference
also includes three appendices with vital information
on reference virology laboratories at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, state and local
public health laboratories, and international
reference laboratories and laboratory systems.
Additionally, a new section "Diagnostic Best
Practices," which summarizes recommendations for
diagnostic testing, and cites evidence-based
guidelines, is included in each viral pathogens
chapter. Clinical Virology Manual, Fifth Edition
serves as a reference source to healthcare
professionals and laboratorians in providing clinical
and technical information regarding viral diseases
and the diagnosis of viral infections.
This book offers contemporary perspectives on
English pronunciation teaching and research in the
context of increasing multilingualism and English as
an international language. It reviews current theory
and practice in pronunciation pedagogy, language
learning, language assessment, and technological
developments, and presents an expanded view of
pronunciation in communication, education, and
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employment. Its eight chapters provide a
comprehensive and up-to-date analysis of
pronunciation and the linguistic and social functions
it fulfils. Topics include pronunciation in first and
second language acquisition; instructional
approaches and factors impacting teachers’
curriculum decisions; methods for assessing
pronunciation; the use of technology for
pronunciation teaching, learning, and testing;
pronunciation issues of teachers who are secondlanguage speakers; and applications of
pronunciation research and pedagogy in L1 literacy
and speech therapy, forensic linguistics, and health,
workplace, and political communication. The
chapters also critically examine the research base
supporting specific teaching approaches and identify
research gaps in need of further investigation. This
rigorous work will provide an invaluable resource for
teachers and teacher educators; in addition to
researchers in the fields of applied linguistics,
phonology and communication.
Advances in Virus Physiological Phenomena
Research and Application / 2012 Edition is a
ScholarlyEditions™ eBook that delivers timely,
authoritative, and comprehensive information about
Virus Physiological Phenomena. The editors have
built Advances in Virus Physiological Phenomena
Research and Application / 2012 Edition on the vast
information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can
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expect the information about Virus Physiological
Phenomena in this eBook to be deeper than what
you can access anywhere else, as well as
consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and
relevant. The content of Advances in Virus
Physiological Phenomena Research and Application
/ 2012 Edition has been produced by the world’s
leading scientists, engineers, analysts, research
institutions, and companies. All of the content is from
peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written,
assembled, and edited by the editors at
ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us.
You now have a source you can cite with authority,
confidence, and credibility. More information is
available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
Widely used by residents, fellows, and practicing
pathologists around the world, Gattusso’s
Differential Diagnosis in Surgical Pathology provides
a user-friendly road map to the main criteria to
consider in order to differentiate between a variety of
potential diagnoses that all have a very similar
appearance. This comprehensive guide helps you
make informed decisions for even your most
complex and challenging cases, presenting a
comprehensive differential diagnosis list and
comparisons for every entity discussed. The 4th
Edition brings you fully up to date with updated
diagnostic techniques, new classifications, and new
content throughout—perfect for quick reference at
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every microscope in the sign-out room. Provides
brief descriptions of both common and uncommon
disorders, with an emphasis on differential diagnosis,
along with excellent illustrative examples of the
pathology and carefully selected references.
Streamlines the differential diagnosis process by
offering a series of bullet point checklists that detail
the respective features of the entities being
considered. Discusses a complete range of tumors
and tumor-like conditions in all organ systems.
Contains updated information on
personalized/precision medicine especially as it
pertains to the immunotherapies; for example, PDL-1
targeted therapies in many cancers. Includes new
classification of neuroendocrine tumors, new
classification and updates of follicular variant of
papillary thyroid carcinoma, and a new section on
the most common metastatic tumors and utilization
of ancillary techniques for diagnosis and molecular
studies. Uses a reader friendly, outline format for
each diagnosis that details clinical information,
epidemiology, gross and microscopic findings,
ancillary stains and tests, differential diagnoses, and
pearls of wisdom. Features 1,400 full-color macroand micrographs that provide a realistic basis for
comparison of what you see under the microscope.
This entirely case-based book covers a broad crosssection of the practical issues frequently
encountered in the day-to-day activities of a
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molecular genetic pathologist. The book is divided
into four sections on the principal areas addressed in
molecular genetic pathology (MGP): inherited
diseases, hematopathology, solid tumors, and
infectious diseases. The topics covered by the cases
in each section include test selection, qualitative and
quantitative laboratory techniques, test
interpretation, prognostic and therapeutic
considerations, ethical considerations, technical
troubleshooting, and result reporting. This book will
be ideal for trainees in MGP and clinical molecular
genetics who require a practice-based preparation
for board examinations. It will also be very useful for
residents and fellows in medical specialties to which
MGP is pertinent, and for practicing pathologists who
want to learn more about the current practice of
molecular diagnostics.
Routledge Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series
of introductory level textbooks covering the core topics in
Applied Linguistics, primarily designed for those
beginning postgraduate studies, or taking an introductory
MA course as well as advanced undergraduates. Titles
in the series are also ideal for language professionals
returning to academic study. The books take an
innovative 'practice to theory' approach, with a 'back-tofront' structure. This leads the reader from real-world
problems and issues, through a discussion of
intervention and how to engage with these concerns,
before finally relating these practical issues to theoretical
foundations. Additional features include tasks with
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commentaries, a glossary of key terms, and an
annotated further reading section. Exploring Language
Assessment and Testing is a straightforward introduction
to the field that provides an inclusive and impartial
survey of both classroom based assessment by teachers
and larger scale testing, using concrete examples to
guide students to the relevant literature. Ranging from
theory to classroom based scenarios, the author
provides practical guidance on designing, developing
and using assessments, with flexible, step by step
processes for improving the quality of tests and
assessment systems to make them fairer and more
accurate. This book is an indispensable introduction to
the areas of language assessment and testing, and will
be of interest to language teachers as well as
postgraduate and advanced undergraduate students
studying Language Education, Applied Linguistics and
Language Assessment.
The emergence of empirical approaches to L2
pronunciation research and teaching is a powerful fourth
wave in the history of the field. Authored by two leading
proponents of evidence-based instruction, this volume
surveys both foundational and cutting-edge empirical
work and pinpoints its ramifications for pedagogy. The
authors begin by tracing the history of pronunciation
instruction and explicating L2 phonetic learning
processes. Subsequent chapters explore the themes,
strengths, and ethical problems of the field through the
lens of the intelligibility principle. The importance of error
gravity, and the need for assessment and individualized
instruction are highlighted, and the role of L2 accents in
Page 14/27

File Type PDF Sample Versant Tests
social contexts is probed. Material readily available
elsewhere has been omitted in favour of an emphasis on
the how, why, and when of pronunciation instruction.
Anyone with an interest in L2 pronunciation–especially
graduate students, language teachers, and experienced
researchers–will find much value in this indispensible
resource.
This book provides language teachers with guidelines to
develop suitable listening tests
This book collects and organizes the original studies
presented at PROMS 2014 conference on theories and
applications of Rasch model. It provides useful examples
of the Rasch model used to address practical
measurement problems across a range of different
disciplines including: Item Response Theory (IRT),
philosophy of measurement, dimensionality, the role of fit
statistics and residuals, application, educational
application, language testing, health related research,
business and industrial application and Rasch-based
computer software. PROMS 2014 (Pacific Rim Objective
Measurement Symposium) was held August 2 – 6, 2014
in Guangzhou, China. The goal of this conference is to
bring together the researchers from academia,
universities, hospitals, industry, management sector as
well as practitioners to share ideas, problems and
solutions relating to the multifaceted aspects of Rasch
Model.
Confidently sign out your most complex and challenging
cases with the updated edition of Differential Diagnosis
in Surgical Pathology. Widely used by residents and
practicing pathologists alike, this comprehensive medical
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reference provides brief, bulleted descriptions of both
common and rare disorders, integrating excellent
illustrative examples of the pathology with selected
references. It's the perfect go-to resource to have by
your microscope! Quickly access essential information
through concise, bulleted text; a consistent approach to
diagnosis and interpretation; and a comprehensive yet
manageable size. Formulate an accurate diagnosis with
coverage of all of the relevant ancillary diagnostic
techniques, and ensure every diagnostic possibility is
explored with help from quick checklists throughout.
Make informed decisions when delineating one disease
from another with discussions covering all of the major
organ systems. Understand what diagnostic criteria to
consider or exclude with expert "pearls" and practical tips
throughout. Take advantage of extensive updates on
tumor classifications and diseases, as well as expanded
coverage of medical renal pathology. Stay abreast of the
latest developments in molecular testing, including
diagnostics, biomarkers, and targeted therapies, for
entities such as the breast, lung, gastrointestinal tract,
and melanoma. View over 1,350 full-color macro and
microphotographs that provide a realistic basis for
comparison to what you see under the microscope.
Consult this title on your favorite e-reader, conduct rapid
searches, and adjust font sizes for optimal readability.
A Frequency Dictionary of French is an invaluable tool
for all learners of French, providing a list of the 5000
most frequently used words in the language. Based on a
23-million-word corpus of French which includes written
and spoken material both from France and overseas, this
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dictionary provides the user with detailed information for
each of the 5000 entries, including English equivalents, a
sample sentence, its English translation, usage statistics,
and an indication of register variation. Users can access
the top 5000 words either through the main frequency
listing or through an alphabetical index. Throughout the
frequency listing there are thematically-organized lists of
the top words from a variety of key topics such as sports,
weather, clothing, and family terms. An engaging and
highly useful resource, the Frequency Dictionary of
French will enable students of all levels to get the most
out of their study of French vocabulary. Deryle Lonsdale
is Associate Professor in the Linguistics and English
Language Department at Brigham Young University
(Provo, Utah). Yvon Le Bras is Associate Professor of
French and Department Chair of the French and Italian
Department at Brigham Young University (Provo, Utah).
PTE Academic Practice Tests Plus includes: four
complete practice tests with authentic test questions by
PTE Academic test writers; detailed guidance, strategies
and tips to teach you how to do each task type;
annotated answer key and score guide to help you
assess your answers; real candidate answers with
comments on each spoken and written task; MP3 disc
with the recordings for all of the listening and speaking
tasks.
Assessing English for Professional Purposes provides a
state-of-the-art account of the various kinds of language
assessments used to determine people’s abilities to
function linguistically in the workplace. At a time when
professional expertise is increasingly mobile and diverse,
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with highly trained professionals migrating across
national boundaries to apply their skills in Englishspeaking settings, this book offers a renewed agenda for
inquiry into language assessments for professional
purposes (LAPP). Many of these experts work in highrisk environments where communication breakdowns
can have serious consequences. This risk has been
identified by governments and professional bodies, who
implement language tests for gate-keeping purposes.
Through a sociological lens of risk and responsibility, this
book: provides a detailed overview of both foundational
and recent literature in the field; offers conceptual tools
for specific purpose assessment, including a socially
oriented theory of construct; develops theory and
practice in key areas, such as needs analysis, test
development, validation and policy; significantly
broadens the scope of the assessment of English for
professional purposes to include a range of assessment
practices for both professionals and laypeople in
professional settings. Assessing English for Professional
Purposes is key reading for researchers, graduate
students and practitioners working in the area of English
for Specific Purposes assessment.

This book presents up-to-date, practically oriented
information on major topics in chronic hepatitis C.
The coverage encompasses epidemiology;
diagnosis, including molecular methods; treatment
and challenges; and the management of coinfections. Readers will find guidance on
pretherapeutic evaluation with respect to disease
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severity and extrahepatic manifestations. Resistance
to antiviral treatment and its management are
discussed, and the nature of optimal follow-up is
addressed in detail. Treatment of HCV/HIV coinfection is considered separately, and the approach
in special patient populations is thoroughly
examined. Chronic Hepatitis C will be of high value
for general practitioners and specialists in
gastroenterology, infectious diseases, and internal
medicine. It will be international in scope in terms of
both authorship and appeal.
Aviation English investigates the key issues related
to the use of English for the purpose of
communication in aviation and analyses the current
research on language training, testing and
assessment in the area of Aviation English. Based
on a series of recent empirical studies in aviation
communication and taking an interdisciplinary
approach, this book: provides a description of
Aviation English from a linguistic perspective lays the
foundation for increased focus in the area of Aviation
English and its assessment in the form of English
Language Proficiency (ELP) tests critically assesses
recent empirical research in the domain. This book
makes an important contribution to the development
of the field of Aviation English and will be of interest
to researchers in the areas of applied linguistics,
TESOL and English for Specific Purposes.
Second language assessment is ubiquitous. It has
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found its way from education into questions about
access to professions and migration. This volume
focuses on the main debates and research advances
in second language assessment in the last fifty years
or so, showing the influence of linguistics, politics,
philosophy, psychology, sociology, and
psychometrics. There are four parts which, when
taken together, address the principles and practices
of second language assessment while considering
its impact on society. Read separately, each part
addresses a different aspect of the field. Part I deals
with the conceptual foundations of second language
assessment with chapters on the purposes of
assessment, and standards and frameworks, as well
as matters of scoring, quality assurance, and test
validation. Part II addresses the theory and practice
of assessing different second language skills
including aspects like intercultural competence and
fluency. Part III examines the challenges and
opportunities of second language assessment in a
range of contexts. In addition to chapters on second
language assessment on a national scale, there are
chapters on learning-oriented assessment, as well
as the uses of second language assessment in the
workplace and for migration. Part IV examines a
selection of important issues in the field that deserve
attention. These include the alignment of language
examinations to external frameworks, the increasing
use of technology to both deliver and score second
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language tests, the responsibilities associated with
assessing test takers with special needs, the
concept of 'voice' in second language assessment,
and assessment literacy for teachers and other test
and score users.
This authoritative textbook embodies the current
standard in molecular testing for practicing
pathologists, and residents and fellows in training.
The text is organized into eight sections: genetics,
inherited cancers, infectious disease, neoplastic
hematopathology, solid tumors, HLA typing, identity
testing, and laboratory management. Discussion of
each diagnostic test includes its clinical significance,
available assays, quality control and lab issues,
interpretation, and reasons for testing. Coverage
extends to HIV, hepatitis, developmental disorders,
bioterrorism, warfare organisms, lymphomas, breast
cancer and melanoma, forensics, parentage, and
much more. Includes 189 illustrations, 45 in fullcolor. This textbook is a classic in the making and a
must-have reference.
The United States is formally represented around the
world by approximately 14,000 Foreign Service
officers and other personnel in the U.S. Department
of State. Roughly one-third of them are required to
be proficient in the local languages of the countries
to which they are posted. To achieve this language
proficiency for its staff, the State Department's
Foreign Service Institute (FSI) provides intensive
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language instruction and assesses the proficiency of
personnel before they are posted to a foreign
country. The requirement for language proficiency is
established in law and is incorporated in personnel
decisions related to job placement, promotion,
retention, and pay. A Principled Approach to
Language Assessment: Considerations for the U.S.
Foreign Service Institute evaluates the different
approaches that exist to assess foreign language
proficiency that FSI could potentially use. This report
considers the key assessment approaches in the
research literature that are appropriate for language
testing, including, but not limited to, assessments
that use task-based or performance-based
approaches, adaptive online test administration, and
portfolios.
The premier clinical hepatology reference for 50
years, Schiff's Diseases of the Liver is in its Tenth
Edition—now in full color throughout. This edition
features a major new transplant section focusing on
pre-transplant and post-transplant evaluation and
management. Also included are updates on key
topics such as hepatitis, NASH, and drug-induced
pathologies. The first third of the book covers
anatomy, pathology, testing, imaging, and effects of
liver disease on other organs. Subsequent sections
address specific diseases and clinical syndromes.
Each of the 12 sections begins with an overview,
and each chapter starts with an outline of key
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concepts. Numerous clinical algorithms appear
throughout the text.
Nucleic Acid Testing for Human Disease describes
various techniques including target and signal
amplification-based NAT procedures, microarrays,
bead-based multiplex assays, in situ hybridization,
and SNP techniques. This book discusses RNA
expression profiling and laboratory issues such as
the need for proper validation of tests intended fo
In a unique way, the laboratory specialist's
knowledge about molecular diagnostics of infectious
diseases is connected with the clinician's practical
experience. The first part of this book focuses on
general questions including correct specimen
collection, ordering adequate tests, choice of
molecular techniques, quality control, and correct
interpretation of results. In the second part,
pathogens are discussed according to different body
systems and specific symptoms. Up-to-date
diagnostics of infectious diseases Tables, flow
charts, take-home messages
This volume offers a comprehensive and up-to-date
overview of applied research efforts in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA). This region has not
received due attention in the literature and this
publication provides a much-needed contribution to
the existing body of knowledge. The editor recruited
a number of renowned scholars who either work in
the MENA countries or have experience doing
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research in this region to contribute to this project.
The selection of chapters ensured representation of
applied linguistics efforts in North Africa, the Levant,
and the Gulf. The book looks into language research
within social and educational MENA contexts. The
final part of the book provides a forward-looking
perspective about applied linguistics research and
practices in the Middle East and North Africa. The
book is primarily written for those interested in
applied linguistics, particularly researchers, graduate
students, and language professionals in the MNEA
region.
Advances in Chlamydia Research and Treatment /
2012 Edition is a ScholarlyBrief™ that delivers timely,
authoritative, comprehensive, and specialized
information about Chlamydia in a concise format.
The editors have built Advances in Chlamydia
Research and Treatment / 2012 Edition on the vast
information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can
expect the information about Chlamydia in this
eBook to be deeper than what you can access
anywhere else, as well as consistently reliable,
authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of
Advances in Chlamydia Research and Treatment /
2012 Edition has been produced by the world’s
leading scientists, engineers, analysts, research
institutions, and companies. All of the content is from
peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written,
assembled, and edited by the editors at
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ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us.
You now have a source you can cite with authority,
confidence, and credibility. More information is
available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
Uses vocabulary words in context to test verbal
aptitude and prepare students for PSAT, SAT, and
GRE, professional and civil service qualifying exams.
Focuses on the sentence completion question by
offering practice in finding words in context. Each
question contains a sentence with a fill-in-the-blank
space. Correct answers are fully explained using
their definitions, to reinforce skills. Topics include
sentence structure mechanics (subject-verb
agreement, modifiers -- adjectives, adverbs, etc.,
paragraph structural development, and essay
questions formatting.
The first and only official guide for PTE Academic
written by the developers of the test itself. The
Official Guide to PTE Academic provides all of the
most important information about the test. Explains
the features, format and scoring of PTE Academic,
giving test takers a clear idea of what to expect when
they take the test Provides practice with authentic
test types and questions Includes sample answers
that are actual student responses from field tests
Improves on test taking strategies CD-ROM
provides additional practice
Includes list of members, 1882-1902 and
proceedings of the annual meetings and various
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supplements.
The Manual of Commercial Methods in Clinical
Microbiology 2nd Edition, International Edition
reviews in detail the current state of the art in each of
the disciplines of clinical microbiology, and reviews
the sensitivities, specificities and predictive values,
and subsequently the effectiveness, of commercially
available methods – both manual and automated.
This text allows the user to easily summarize the
available methods in any particular field, or for a
specific pathogen – for example, what to use for an
Influenza test, a Legionella test, or what instrument
to use for identification or for an antibiotic
susceptibility test. The Manual of Commercial
Methods in Clinical Microbiology, 2nd Edition,
International Edition presents a wealth of relevant
information to clinical pathologists, directors and
supervisors of clinical microbiology, infectious
disease physicians, point-of-care laboratories,
professionals using industrial applications of
diagnostic microbiology and other healthcare
providers. The content will allow professionals to
analyze all commercially available methods to
determine which works best in their particular
laboratory, hospital, clinic, or setting. Updated to
appeal to an international audience, The Manual of
Commercial Methods in Clinical Microbiology, 2nd
Edition, International Edition is an invaluable
reference to those in the health science and medical
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fields.
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