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This book details a history of the methodology of textual interpretation from
Ancient Greece to the 20th century. It presents a complete English translation of
Hermeneutics and Its Problems, written by Russian philosopher Gustav
Gustavovich Shpet, along with insightful commentary. Written in 1918, Shpet's
text remained unpublished in its original Russian until the collapse of the Soviet
Union. This engaging translation will be of value to anyone interested in early
phenomenology, Russian intellectual history, as well as the divergence of
phenomenology and the analytic philosophy of language. The volume also
features translations of five key essays written by Shpet. The first presents an
extended elaboration of a non-egological conception of consciousness on
Husserlian grounds that considerably predates the well-known arguments of
early Sartre and Gurwitsch. The second details the rudiments of a
phenomenological philosophy of history that traces a central theme back to
Parmenides. The next two reveal Shpet’s abiding philosophical interest in
combating skepticism and what he took to be the reigning neo-Kantian model by
which philosophy is a handmaiden to mathematical physics. The final one
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features a terse statement of Shpet’s overall philosophical viewpoint, written
during the early years of the Stalinist period. Shpet offers an example of one
facet of philosophy from a phenomenological viewpoint, demonstrating the
progress as well as the deficiencies of successive eras along the historical
journey. In doing so, he also gradually reveals the need for a theory of signs,
interpretation, and understanding. This collection brings together key documents
for assessing Shpet’s hermeneutic phenomenology and his perceived need to
develop a phenomenological philosophy of language.
Anthony Thiselton here brings together his encyclopedic knowledge of
hermeneutics and his nearly four decades of teaching on the subject to provide a
splendid interdisciplinary textbook. After a thorough historical overview of
hermeneutics, Thiselton moves into modern times with extensive analysis of
scholarship from the mid-twentieth century, including liberation and feminist
theologies, reader-response and reception theory, and postmodernism. No other
text on hermeneutics covers the range of writers and subjects discussed in
Thiselton’s Hermeneutics.
The work of the German philosopher Manfred Frank has profoundly affected the
direction of the contemporary debate in many areas of philosophy and literary
theory. This present collection, first published in 1998, brings together some of
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his most important essays, on subjects as diverse as Schleiermacher's
hermeneutics, the status of the literary text, and the response to the work of
Derrida and Lacan. Frank shows how the discussions of subjectivity in recent
literary theory fail to take account of important developments in German Idealist
and Romantic philosophy. The prominence accorded language in literary theory
and analytic philosophy, he claims, ignores key arguments inherited from
Romantic hermeneutics, those which demonstrate that interpretation is an
individual activity never finally governed by rules. Andrew Bowie's introduction
situates Frank's work in the context of contemporary debates in philosophy and
literary theory.
This book explores the rapidly growing interdisciplinary area of hermeneutics and
its significance for biblical studies, combining wide, fundamental, rigorous, and
creative theoretical concerns with practical questions about how we read biblical
texts.
Christian Faith is one of the most important works of Christian theology ever
written. The author, known as the "father of theological liberalism," correlates the
entirety of Christian doctrine to the human experience of and consciousness of
God. A work of exhaustive scholarship written in deep sympathy with the ministry
of congregations and church bodies, Christian Faith has inspired admiration and
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debate from all quarters of the Christian family since its first publication in 1821.
This is the first full translation of Schleiermacher's Christian Faith since 1928 and
the first English-language critical edition ever. Edited by top Schleiermacher
scholars, this edition includes extensive notes that detail changes
Schleiermacher made to the text and explain references that may be unfamiliar to
contemporary readers. Employing shorter sentences and more careful tracking of
vocabulary, the editors have crafted a translation that is significantly easier to
read and follow. Anyone who wishes to understand theology in the modern
period will find this an indispensable resource.
On Religion is a major text for the development of modern religious thought in the
West and its author, German theologian Friedrich Schleiermacher, is
remembered as the Father of Modern Protestant Theology, as well as for his
contributions to philosophy, ethics and hermeneutics. Comprising five lively
speeches, which defend religion as a universal element of human life, the text
was addressed to the young intellectual elite of early nineteenth-century Berlin. It
demonstrates Schleiermacher’s critique of Kant’s religious and moral thought,
while also showing his indebtedness to the divergent movements of
Enlightenment rationalism and Romanticism.
Examines Dilthey's hermeneutics, aesthetics, practical philosophy, and
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philosophy of history, showing how his work remains relevant for philosophers
today.
Tilottama Rajan illuminates a crisis of representation within romanticism, evident
in the proliferation of stylistically and structurally unsettled literary texts that resist
interpretation in terms of a unified meaning. The Supplement of Reading
investigates the role of the reader both in romantic literary texts and in the
hermeneutic theory that has responded to and generated such texts. Rajan
considers how selected works by Coleridge, Wordsworth, Blake, Shelley,
Godwin, and Wollstonecraft explore the problem of understanding in relation to
interpretive difference, including the differences produced by gender, class, and
history.
Schleiermacher was a preacher, a clergyman of the Reformed Church in
Germany, based in Berlin. He was also a popular author and teacher. Karl Barth
described him first as a pastor, then a professor, and last of all a philosopher. He
was controversial and remains controversial in all of these roles. He remains a
seminal thinker, a pioneer in seeking to make Christianity speak with a modern
voice. He addressed nineteenth-century Germany. He raised issues relevant to
the twenty-first century. His best known works are On Religion: Speeches to its
Cultured Despisers (1799) and The Christian Faith (1822), but little attention has
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been paid to his sermons, although he preached regularly to large congregations
for over thirty years. This book is a glimpse at Schleiermacher in the pulpit.
A new translation and edition of the founding text of modern hermeneutics.
Known as the father of modern theology, Schleiermacher was equally at home in
the theological systems of Protestant orthodoxy and the new world of thought
shaped by the historical and natural sciences and German philosophy. This ease
in different theological frameworks is clearly shown in his discussion of the wide
range of themes in dogmatics. This volume outlines Schleiermacher's views on
every major doctrine of orthodox Christianity. This classic work in systematic
theology remains an indispensable volume to any student of theology, and
especially for those who want to understand liberal theology. This Cornerstones
edition has a new preface written by Professor Paul T. Nimmo, a well-known
expert on Schleiermacher and his contribution to theology.
Hermeneutics defines the rules used to search out the meaning of Scripture. This
book assesses major Biblical interpreters & approaches to hermeneutics from the
patristic period to the present day.
This classic, first published in 1969, introduces to English-speaking readers a
field which is of increasing importance in contemporary philosophy and
theology--hermeneutics, the theory of understanding, or interpretation. Richard E.
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Palmer, utilizing largely untranslated sources, treats principally of the conception
of hermeneutics enunciated by Heidegger and developed into a "philosophical
hermeneutics" by Hans-Georg Gadamer. He provides a brief overview of the field
by surveying some half-dozen alternate definitions of the term and by examining
in detail the contributions of Friedrich Schleiermacher and Wilhelm Dilthey. In the
Manifesto which concludes the book, Palmer suggests the potential significance
of hermeneutics for literary interpretation.
In this concentrated, intelligible, and useful introductory volume Stanley Porter
and Jason Robinson give a splendid overview of hermeneutical and interpretive
thought. Neither an all-inclusive survey that moves too quickly over the surface of
complex issues nor a specialized volume on a single, narrow topic, Porter and
Robinson's Hermeneutics provides critical analysis of major movements and
figures in hermeneutics and interpretive theory in the modern era -- from
Schleiermacher and Heidegger to Thiselton and Culpepper -- showing especially
how these interpreters and their movements have impacted biblical and
theological study.
This book presents contemporary analyses of interpretation by some of the most
prominent figures in contemporary philosophy and literary criticism. These
essays question and transform traditional statements on the aims, methods, and
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techniques of interpretation. The essays demonstrate how contemporary
discussions of interpretation are necessarily sent back to the hermeneutic
tradition. Emphasizing the importance of Friedrich Nietzsche’s influence on the
contemporary debates concerning current interpretive practices, this volume
traces the differences in interpretive perspectives generated in the writings of
Michel Foucault, Eric Blondel, Julia Kristeva, Jacques Derrida, Manfred Frank,
Werner Hamacher, and Jean-Luc Nancy. The essays by Foucault, Blondel,
Frank, Hamacher, and Nancy appear here for the first time in English.
This book analyses the most significant aspects of the evolutionary process
which occurred in literary hermeneutics: the shift from interpretation perceived as
a methodology of reading to the ontological function of exegesis. Through the
discussion of the theories of Friedrich Schleiermacher, Eric Donald Hirsch, HansGeorg Gadamer and Paul Ricoeur, it focuses on the metamorphosis of the
concepts of meaning, interpretation and validity, and demonstrates how the
correlative changes in the essence and functions of these three elements
transformed the art of understanding from being a methodological discipline to an
ontological instrument for a re-description of the interpreter’s self. The book
highlights the development of those aspects of hermeneutic thought which are of
particular significance in the contemporary debate over validity and criteria of
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interpretation. The vision of hermeneutics proposed here contradicts the
supposedly anachronistic character of the art of understanding, and, through a
permanent departure from essentialist views and categories, enables it to enter
into a discussion with such literary orientations as neo-pragmatism and readerresponse theory.
Explores the relevance of hermeneutics for modern human sciences, its history
and development, and its key philosophical debates.
Few thinkers are more controversial in the history of philosophy than Hegel. He
has been dismissed as a charlatan and obscurantist, but also praised as one of
the greatest thinkers in modern philosophy. No one interested in philosophy can
afford to ignore him. This volume considers all the major aspects of Hegel's work:
epistemology, logic, ethics, political philosophy, aesthetics, philosophy of history,
philosophy of religion. Special attention is devoted to problems in the
interpretation of Hegel: the unity of the Phenomenology of Spirit; the value of the
dialectical method; the status of his logic; the nature of his politics. A final group
of chapters treats Hegel's complex historical legacy: the development of
Hegelianism and its growth into a left and right-wing school; the relation of Hegel
and Marx; and the subtle connections between Hegel and contemporary analytic
philosophy.
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In the late Enlightenment, a new imperative began to inform theories of
interpretation: all literary texts should be read in the same way that we read the
Bible. However, this assumption concealed a problem—there was no coherent
"we" who read the Bible in the same way. In Secularism and Hermeneutics, Yael
Almog shows that several prominent thinkers of the era, including Johann
Gottfried Herder, Moses Mendelssohn, Immanuel Kant, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich
Hegel, and Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher, constituted readers as an
imaginary "we" around which they could form their theories and practices of
interpretation. This conception of interpreters as a universal community, Almog
argues, established biblical readers as a coherent collective. In the first part of
the book, Almog focuses on the 1760s through the 1780s and examines these
writers' works on biblical Hebrew and their reliance on the conception of the Old
Testament as a cultural, rather than religious, asset. She reveals how the
detachment of textual hermeneutics from confessional affiliation was stimulated
by debates on the integration of Jews in Enlightenment Germany. In order for the
political community to cohere, she contends, certain religious practices were
restricted to the private sphere while textual interpretation, which previously
belonged to religious contexts, became the foundation of the public sphere. As
interpretive practices were secularized and taken to be universal, they were
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meant to overcome religious difference. Turning to literature and the early
nineteenth century in the second part of the book, Almog demonstrates the ways
in which the new literary genres of realism and lyric poetry disrupted these
interpretive reading practices. Literary techniques such as irony and
intertextuality disturbed the notion of a stable, universal reader's position and
highlighted interpretation as grounded in religious belonging. Secularism and
Hermeneutics reveals the tension between textual exegesis and confessional
belonging and challenges the modern presumption that interpretation is
indifferent to religious concerns.
The nineteenth century was a turbulent period in the history of the philosophical
scrutiny of religion. Major scholars - such as Hegel, Fichte, Schelling, Newman,
Caird and Royce - sought to construct systematic responses to the
Enlightenment critiques of religion carried out by Spinoza and Hume. At the same
time, new critiques of religion were launched by philosophers such as
Schopenhauer and Nietzsche and by scholars engaged in textual criticism, such
as Schleiermacher and Dilthey. Over the course of the century, the work of Marx,
Freud, Darwin and Durkheim brought the revolutionary perspectives of political
economy, psychoanalysis, evolutionary theory and anthropology to bear on both
religion and its study. These challenges played a major role in the shaping of
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twentieth-century philosophical thought about religion. "Nineteenth-Century
Philosophy of Religion" will be of interest to scholars and students of Philosophy
and Religion, and will serve as an authoritative guide for all who are interested in
the debates that took place in this seminal period in the history of philosophical
thinking about religion.
This book celebrates the bicentenary of Schleiermacher’s famous Berlin
conference "On the Different Methods of Translating" (1813). It is the product of
an international Call for Papers that welcomed scholars from many international
universities, inviting them to discuss and illuminate the theoretical and practical
reception of a text that is not only arguably canonical for the history and theory of
translation, but which has moreover never ceased to be present both in
theoretical and applied Translation Studies and remains a mandatory part of
translator training. A further reason for initiating this project was the fact that the
German philosopher and theologian Friedrich Schleiermacher, though often cited
in Translation Studies up to the present day, was never studied in terms of his
real impact on different domains of translation, literature and culture.
Although Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834) is commonly regarded as Òthe
father of modern theology,Ó many contemporary Christians think of him only as a
difficult and outmoded German theologian. With this work, B.A. Gerrish offers a
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fresh view of Schleiermacher that breaks through the stereotypes and places
Schleiermacher's work as a theologian into a broader context. Gerrish examines
the elements of Schleiermacher's twofold theology - a specifically ÓChristianÓ
relationship with Christ and a universally human consciousness of God - in the
hope that this view of Schleiermacher's theological enterprise will lead
contemporary Christians to reappraise him as a church theologian in the
legitimate succession of Luther and Calvin.
In The Veiled God, Ruth Jackson Ravenscroft offers a detailed portrait of
Friedrich Schleiermacher’s early life, ethics, and theology in its historical and
social context, and critically reflects on the enduring relevance of his work for the
study of religion.
This collection of essays stages a dialogue between Friedrich Schleiermacher
and Alfred North Whitehead on significant features of 'open' system. The volume
offers new options for rehabilitating system for future theological and
philosophical thinking by opening system to a flexible relation with changing
reality. Key ingredients for system are discussed in three areas of contact
between Schleiermacher and Whitehead. One such ingredient concerns
historical precedents figuring crucially in Western systematic philosophy. Another
feature is the systematic categorization of experience that relates epistemology,
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metaphysics, and the empirical sciences. System is also brought to bear on
pressing contemporary issues, such as ethics and religious pluralism.
On the Glaubenslehre: Two Letters to Dr. L"ucke represents Friedrich
Schleiermacher's apologia for his dogmatic theology. The first edition of his The
Christian Faith had sold out within a few years after its publication in 1821-22.
Rather than clutter a new edition with defenses and refutation, Schleiermacher
chose to argue his case in the two letters written to his friend Friedrich L"ucke
which are translated in this volume. The letters reveal how he viewed the
reception of The Christian Faith and serve as an introduction to the differences
between its two editions. Many misread concepts are clarified and background to
those concerns that shaped his dogmatics are brought to light.
This series provides short, accessible and lively introduction to the major schools,
movements and traditions in philosophy and the history of ideas since the
beginning of the Enlightenment. All books in the series are written for
undergraduates meeting the subject for the first time. Hermeneutics concerns
itself with the theory of understanding and the interpretation of language. The
question of how to correctly interpret and understand others remains one of the
most contested branches of philosophy. In Understanding Hermeneutics
Lawrence Schmidt provides an introduction to modern hermeneutics through a
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systematic examination of the ideas of its key philosophical proponents. Chapter
1 examines the ideas, of the Protestant theologian, Friedrich Schleiermacher,
who argues that misunderstanding is always possible so we must always employ
interpretation if we are to understnad correctly. Chapter 2 discusses the ideas of
Dilthey, who maintains that understanding in the humanities is fundamentally
different from explanation in the natural sciences, and who presents a
methodology to judge what another person means or feels by means of their
language and also their gestures, facial expressions, and manners of acting.
Chapter 3 explores the ideas of Heidegger who radicalizes the concept by
shifting its focus from interpreting texts to an existential interpretation of human
being. In Chapter 4 the recent ideas of Gadamer are examined, which extend to
examining the structures of hermeneutic experience and to question the
supremacy of the natural sciences as models for truth. The final chapters
consider some of the criticisms and controversies surrounding hermeneutics,
including the work of Habermas, Hirsch, Ricoeur and Derrida, and the prospects
for the future of hermeneutics.
Awarded Honorable Mention in the category of multi-volume reference work in
the 2010 American Publishers Awards for Professional and Scholarly Excellence
"This outstanding eight-volume work opens up new vistas and possibilities by
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bringing canonical figures, the necessary supporting cast, and marginal voices
often given short shrift in less comprehensive histories into sharp focus. This
history recounts Continental philosophy's liberating role in philosophical thought
and will deepen readers' understanding, whether they be advanced
undergraduates or seasoned scholars. Essential." - Choice "A superb and
absolutely unique project that will be an invaluable resource for students and
teachers of continental philosophy. The academic rigor and quality of the project
is truly exemplary and is unlike anything currently on the market. It will be a
landmark publication that will provide the first comprehensive history of
continental philosophy in the English language (probably the first in any
language)." - Michael Naas, DePaul University, Chicago Beginning with Kant and
the earliest responses to his critical philosophy and ending with the latest
developments in continental thinking across a range of disciplines, these volumes
present the first coherent and comprehensive history of the continental tradition
of philosophy. The essays, all newly commissioned, cover not only all the major
philosophers and schools but also relevant thinkers and movements outside
philosophy. Together, these volumes offer a unique resource for understanding
the complex and interconnected history of continental philosophy.
Friedrich Schleiermacher's Hermeneutics has been characterized as a watershed
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in the history of the field. Though he drew freely from his Enlightenment
predecessors, biblical scholars, and classical philologians, Schleiermacher
attempted a full-scale reconception of hermeneutical theory. Based on Heinz
Kimmerle's careful transcription of the original handwritten manuscripts, this
volume includes a full complement of materials on hermeneutics written by
Schleiermacher, as well as an illuminating introduction by James Duke.
Hans-Georg Gadamer is one of the leading philosophers in the world today. His
philosophical hermeneutics has had a major impact in a wide range of
disciplines, including the social sciences, literary criticism, theology and
jurisprudence. Truth and Method, his major work, is widely recognised to be one
of the great classics of twentieth-century thought. In this book Georgia Warnke
provides a clear and systematic exposition of Gadamer's work, as well as a
balanced and thoughtful assessment of his views. Warnke gives particular
attention to the ways in which Gadamer's work has been taken up and criticised
by literary critics, social theorists and philosophers, such as Hirsch, Habermas
and Rorty. She thus provides an introduction to Gadamer which demonstrates
the relevance of his work to current debates in a variety of disciplines. This book
will be invaluable to students and specialists throughout the humanities and
social sciences, as well as to anyone who is interested in the most important
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developments in contemporary thought.
Introduction to New Realism provides an overview of the movement of
contemporary thought named New Realism, by its creator and most celebrated
practitioner, Maurizio Ferraris. Sharing significant concerns and features with
Speculative Realism and Object Oriented Ontology, New Realism can be said to
be one of the most prescient philosophical positions today. Its desire to overcome
the postmodern antirealism of Kantian origin, and to reassert the importance of
truth and objectivity in the name of a new Enlightenment, has had an enormous
resonance both in Europe and in the US. Introduction to New Realism is the first
volume dedicated to exposing this continental movement to an anglophone
audience. Featuring a foreword by the eminent contemporary philosopher and
leading exponent of Speculative Realism, Iain Hamilton Grant, the book begins
by tracing the genesis of New Realism, and outlining its central theoretical tenets,
before opening onto three distinct sections. The first, 'Negativity', is a critique of
the postmodern idea that the world is constructed by our conceptual schemas, all
the more so as we have entered the age of digitality and virtuality. The second
thesis, 'positivity', proposes the fundamental ontological assertion of New
Realism, namely that not only are there parts of reality that are independent of
thought, but these parts are also able to act causally over thought and the human
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world. The third thesis, 'normativity,' applies New Realism to the sphere of the
social world. Finally, an afterword written by two young scholars explains in more
detail the relationship between New Realism and other forms of contemporary
realism.
The philosophy of Hans-Georg Gadamer interests a wide audience that spans
the traditional distinction between European (continental) and Anglo-American
(analytic) philosophy. Yet one of the most important and complex aspects of his
work - his engagement with German Idealism - has received comparatively little
attention. In this book, Kristin Gjesdal uses a close analysis and critical
investigation of Gadamer's Truth and Method (1960) to show that his
engagement with Kant, Hegel, and Schleiermacher is integral to his conception of
hermeneutics. She argues that a failure to engage with this aspect of Gadamer's
philosophy leads to a misunderstanding of the most pressing problem of postHeideggerian hermeneutics: the tension between the commitment to the selfcriticism of reason, on the one hand, and the turn towards the meaningconstituting authority of tradition, on the other. Her study provides an illuminating
assessment of both the merits and the limitations of Gadamer's thought.
This 2002 book was the first English translation of Schleiermacher's lectures on
philosophical ethics, with a philosophical introduction.
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'This volume presents carefully selected essays from Gadamer's Kleine Schriften. The seven
essays comprising Part 1 contain Gadamer's discussion of hermeneutical reflection. Part 2
consists of six essays dealing with phenomenology, existential philosophy, and philosophical
hermeneutics.
Schleiermacher: Hermeneutics and CriticismAnd Other WritingsCambridge University Press
These twelve essays, written by philosophers, examine the usefulness, objectivity, and range
of applicability of interpretive methods in ethics and politics, with the goal of isolating the role of
methodology to allow debate to focus on substantive conflicts.
Schleiermacher, a German theologian at the turn of the nineteenth century, is truly one of the
masters of modern theology: he sought to rebuild Protestant theology in the wake of the
Enlightenment and of Kant's destruction of traditional metaphysics. He was the founder of
"liberal theology" with its emphasis on inner experience and the knowledge of God as
mediated through history. This volume concentrates on the key texts and ideas in
Schleiermacher's thought. It presents the essential Schleiermacher for students and the
general reader. Keith Clements's introductory essay and notes on the selected texts set
Schleiermacher in his historical context, chart the development of his thought and indicate the
significance of this theology in the development of Christian theology as a whole. Substantial
selections from Schleiermacher's work illustrate key themes: Religion as feeling and
relationship The distinctiveness of Christianity: redemption through Jesus Christ The nature of
theology as reflection and communication Hermeneutics: conversation with history God and
the world The person and work of Christ Nation, Church and State Christianity and the
religions
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