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From Ann Cleeves—New York Times bestselling and
award-winning author of the Vera and Shetland series,
both of which are hit TV shows—comes The Seagull. "I
loved The Seagull — quite simply it reminds me why Ann
Cleeves is one of my favorite mystery writers! I relish
learning more about Vera with each book, and The
Seagull provides fresh insight into one of our most
complex and lovable sleuths."—New York Times
bestselling author Louise Penny "Definitely one of the
best crime novels of 2017."—Reviewing the Evidence A
visit to her local prison brings DI Vera Stanhope face to
face with an old enemy: former detective superintendent,
and now inmate, John Brace. Brace was convicted of
corruption and involvement in the death of a gamekeeper
– and Vera played a key part in his downfall. Now, Brace
promises Vera information about the disappearance of
Robbie Marshall, a notorious wheeler-dealer who
disappeared in the mid-nineties, if she will look out for his
daughter and grandchildren. He tells her that Marshall is
dead, and that his body is buried close to St Mary’s
Island in Whitley Bay. However, when a search team
investigates, officers find not one skeleton, but two. This
cold case case takes Vera back in time, and very close
to home, as Brace and Marshall, along with a mysterious
stranger known only as ‘the Prof’, were close friends of
Hector, her father. Together, they were the 'Gang of
Four’, regulars at a glamorous nightclub called The
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Seagull. Hector had been one of the last people to see
Marshall alive. As the past begins to collide dangerously
with the present, Vera confronts her prejudices and
unwanted memories to dig out the truth . . . The Seagull
is a searing new novel by Sunday Times bestselling
author Ann Cleeves, about corruption deep in the heart
of a community, and fragile, and fracturing, family
relationships.
Five masterful dramatic works from one of the world's
best-loved playwrights, including The Seagull—now a
major motion picture starring Saoirse Ronan, Elizabeth
Moss, and Annette Bening At a time when the Russian
theatre was dominated by formulaic melodramas and
farces, Chekhov created a new sort of drama that laid
bare the everyday lives, loves and yearnings of ordinary
people. Ivanov depicts a man stifled by inactivity and lost
idealism, and The Seagull contrasts a young man's
selfish romanticism with the stoicism of a woman cruelly
abandoned by her lover. With 'the scenes from country
life' of Uncle Vanya, his first fully mature play, Chekhov
developed his own unique dramatic world, neither
tragedy nor comedy. In Three Sisters the Prozorov
sisters endlessly dream of going to Moscow to escape
the monotony of provincial life, while his comedy The
Cherry Orchard portrays characters futilely clinging to the
past as their land is sold from underneath them. In this
edition Peter Carson's moving translations convey
Chekhov's subtle blend of comedy, tragedy and
psychological insight, while Richard Gilman's
introduction examines how Chekhov broke with theatrical
conventions and discusses each play in detail. For more
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than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-todate translations by award-winning translators.
Compact, portable, and inexpensive, The Seagull
Reader: Plays, Second Edition, offers 8 classic (and
contemporary classic) plays, 2 of them--Death of a
Salesman and A Raisin in the Sun--new to this edition.
Young naturalists explore a variety of birds, their
habitats, and how their beaks help them build, eat, and
survive. From the twisted beak of a crossbill to the color
changing bill of a seagull, readers will learn fun facts
about how beaks are designed and used as tools by
birds of all shapes and sizes. Bright, bold cut-paper
illustrations create amazingly realistic tableaus of birds in
their natural environments with their beaks in action.
Back matter includes a comprehensive quiz, a
bibliography, and a list of related websites.
Inspire and engage at an affordable price
Curt Columbus endows these timeless dramas, Seagull,
Uncle Vanya, Three Sisters and Cherry Orchard, with
dialogue that is faithful to the Russian original but
dazzlingly attuned to contemporary audiences.
Raymond Williams' reputation rests mainly on his
contribution to literary and cultural studies, but he was
also an important critic and theoretician in the field of
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drama. "Drama in Performance", first published in 1954,
pioneered a method of dramaturgical rather than literarycritical analysis of plays, locating dramatic texts in the
conditions and conventions of their original performance
and reading them to disclose their performance
potentialities. This method, which anticipated such
contemporary developments as performance analysis
and the semiotics of drama, is here applied to
representative texts from key periods of the history of
drama: the Greek stage, the medieval theatre-in-theround and pageant-wagon, the Elizabethan public
playhouse, London commercial theatres from the
Restoration to the late 19th century, the naturalist stage
of the Moscow Art Theatre, 20th century experimental
drama, and contemporary film. This edition presents the
text as Williams revised it in 1966. In addition it provides
an updated bibliography of work in this field, a complete
listing of all Williams' relevant writings, and a new
Introduction (by Graham Holderness) which locates the
book both within modern dramatic theory and criticism
and within Williams' own work and demonstrates its
continuing challenge and relevance.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER · WALL STREET
JOURNAL BESTSELLER · USA TODAY BESTSELLER “The
Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse is not only a thoughtprovoking, discussion-worthy story, the book itself is an object
of art.”- The New York Times From the revered British
illustrator, a modern fable for all ages that explores life’s
universal lessons, featuring 100 color and black-and-white
drawings. “What do you want to be when you grow up?”
asked the mole. “Kind,” said the boy. Charlie Mackesy offers
inspiration and hope in uncertain times in this beautiful book
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based on his famous quartet of characters. The Boy, the
Mole, the Fox, and the Horse explores their unlikely friendship
and the poignant, universal lessons they learn together.
Radiant with Mackesy’s warmth and gentle wit, The Boy, the
Mole, the Fox, and the Horse blends hand-written narrative
with dozens of drawings, including some of his best-loved
illustrations (including “Help,” which has been shared over
one million times) and new, never-before-seen material. A
modern classic in the vein of The Tao of Pooh, The
Alchemist, and The Giving Tree, this charmingly designed
keepsake will be treasured for generations to come.
Aimed at parents, teachers and anyone who cares for or
works with children, this is a highly original, inspiring and
above all fun guide to the power of play and how to use it
from expert Ash Perrin of the Flying Seagull Project. This is a
guide to help grown-ups share silliness, laughter and fun with
kids, benefiting the kids, the adults themselves and,
ultimately, society at large. In a world of technology, product
marketing and unending messaging aimed at adults and kids,
there is a need to liberate the imagination, re-sow the seeds
of creativity ... and start a Real Play revolution! Real Play
needs no expertise or qualifications and no equipment
beyond what can be found about the house - all it does need
is a genuine interaction between grown-ups and children.
Offering the techniques and play ideas developed by Ash
Perrin through his work at the Flying Seagulls Project in an
accessible, engaging and fun way to a wide audience of
ordinary parents and childcare professionals, this book also
makes a passionate case for the importance of play in
children's lives. The Real Play Revolution is a treasure trove
of fantastic, unexpected and effective play ideas, from stepby-step activities such as Kids Comedy Corner (all about
telling jokes together as a family), Home-Made TV (make
your own TV, then watch it!) and Circus Skills Workshop
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(hoola-hoop, juggling balls, spinning plates, etc) to quick fixes
for cheering everyone up, such as the One Minute Madness
Miracle (the first one to get nowhere wins), and defeating a
bad mood - whether a child's or a grown-up's - with the
Turkey Head Grump Crown (who can carrying on feeling
annoyed with a turkey on their head?). All suggestions can be
adapted to work with any numbers from one child to a whole
classroom. Fun line drawings clarify step-by-steps and add to
the book's appealing design.
Choose from the most comprehensive collection of plays.
Enjoy accessible apparatus that helps students better
analyze the works. Savor an eye-catching and informative
illustration program focusing on performance. All for an
unbeatable price.Revised in response to suggestions from
hundreds of instructors and students, the Third Edition
features five NEW plays (four in the Shorter Edition), NEW
critical "Perspectives" sections, and an expanded suite of free
digital resources.
In this Newbery Honor–winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt tells
the witty and compelling story of a teenage boy who feels that
fate has it in for him, during the school year 1968-69. Seventh
grader Holling Hoodhood isn't happy. He is sure his new
teacher, Mrs. Baker, hates his guts. Holling's domineering
father is obsessed with his business image and disregards his
family. Throughout the school year, Holling strives to get a
handle on the Shakespeare plays Mrs. Baker assigns him to
read on his own time, and to figure out the enigmatic Mrs.
Baker. As the Vietnam War turns lives upside down, Holling
comes to admire and respect both Shakespeare and Mrs.
Baker, who have more to offer him than he imagined. And
when his family is on the verge of coming apart, he also
discovers his loyalty to his sister, and his ability to stand up to
his father when it matters most.
The Seagull ReaderPlaysW W Norton & Company
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Incorporated
Meet a young seagull named Stanley. Follow him as he
wanders far from home and tries to find his way back. Join
Stanley on his journey as he learns how humans affect the
balance of nature.
Students in first-year composition courses across the country
discuss and write about touchy subjects like race, class,
gender and religion. This book focuses on the latter, offering
a pragmatic way of working with religious belief as a subject
of study in the secular setting of the university classroom.
Based on the work of American pragmatists like Charles
Peirce, William James and John Dewey, this approach
considers what religious belief does in the world—the tangible
consequences of believing or not believing—and steers away
from questions concerning God’s existence or benevolence.
Religion is viewed as a social and political force affecting
human interaction. Drawing on years of experience teaching
composition in Chile and the United States, the author
explores real-world events such as Chile’s 1973 coup d’état,
the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, and the daily interplay
of religious beliefs among family members. Reading and
writing assignments—geared for believers and nonbelievers
alike—are provided, including student essays that make
various arguments about religion.

Because he spends so much time perfecting his flying
form instead of concentrating on getting food, a seagull
is ostracized by the rest of the flock.
Alice in Wonderland (also known as Alice's Adventures
in Wonderland), from 1865, is the peculiar and
imaginative tale of a girl who falls down a rabbit-hole into
a bizarre world of eccentric and unusual creatures. Lewis
Carroll's prominent example of the genre of "literary
nonsense" has endured in popularity with its clever way
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of playing with logic and a narrative structure that has
influence generations of fiction writing.
For readers of Nathaniel Philbrick's Mayflower, a
groundbreaking history that makes the case for replacing
Plymouth Rock with Jamestown as America's founding
myth. We all know the great American origin story: It
begins with an exodus. Fleeing religious persecution, the
hardworking, pious Pilgrims thrived in the wilds of New
England, where they built their fabled “shining city on a
hill.” Legend goes that the colony in Jamestown was a
false start, offering a cautionary tale of lazy louts hunted
gold till they starved and shiftless settlers who had to be
rescued by English food and the hard discipline of
martial law. Neither story is true. In Marooned, Joseph
Kelly re-examines the history of Jamestown and comes
to a radically different and decidedly American
interpretation of these first Virginians. In this gripping
account of shipwrecks and mutiny in America's earliest
settlements, Kelly argues that the colonists at
Jamestown were literally and figuratively marooned, cut
loose from civilization, and cast into the wilderness. The
British caste system meant little on this frontier: those
who wanted to survive had to learn to work and fight and
intermingle with the nearby native populations. Ten years
before the Mayflower Compact and decades before
Hobbes and Locke, they invented the idea of
government by the people. 150 years before Jefferson,
the colonists discovered the truth that all men were
equal. The epic origin of America was not an exodus and
a fledgling theocracy. It is a tale of shipwrecked
castaways of all classes marooned in the wilderness
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fending for themselves in any way they could--a story
that illuminates who we are as a nation today.
The Seagull is the first of Anton Checkov's four fulllength plays. It explores the romantic and artistic tension
in the relationships between a young woman, a fading
older lady, her playwright son and a popular story writer.
The play references Shakespeare's Hamlet both in text
and content. It has a cast of eclectic characters whose
principle dramas play themselves out off stage and in
unvoiced subtext. As this opposed the melodramatic
theatre of the day, the play's first reception in 1895 was
hostile. It later became a huge success.
It is after sunset and a make-shift, homemade stage
stands in the outdoor setting of Sorin's provincial,
Russian estate and farm. A lake serves as natural
scenery behind the stage. Medvedenko, a poor school
teacher, believes he would be a happier man and a more
attractive suitor to Masha if he had more money. Masha,
the daughter of the estate manager, Shamrayev, fixates
on her love for Treplev and does not agree. Snorting
snuff, Masha openly acknowledges that she knows
Medvedenko loves her but explains that she cannot love
him back.Treplev is nervous and busy as he gets things
ready for the first performance of his play. Treplev tells
Sorin that Arkadina is jealous of his play and hates it
before she has seen it. Treplev picks a flower and pulls
off its feathers saying, "She loves me, she loves me not,"
etc. He concludes that Arkadina does not love him. He
longs to be accepted by her peers, the writers, actors
and other artists who comprise the Russian intelligentsia
and artistic elite based on his own work, not because he
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is the son of famous actors.
A compelling mix of classic and contemporary works:
Norton quality at the most affordable price.
Great Russian playwright's tragic masterpiece portrays
the inner anguish of a tormented artist who burns with
unrequited love. Acclaimed as a prototype of 20thcentury drama, it brilliantly reveals the universal tragedy
of ruined hopes and dreams.
There is nothing interesting about Ray Eccles. He knows it
himself. On the morning of his fortieth birthday, he goes for a
walk because he’s just learned of a dormant Second World
War explosive offshore, and he’s the kind of man who thinks
a bomb might be good company. As he gazes at the sea, a
woman in the distance suddenly turns to face him—and a
dying seagull falls from the sky, knocking him unconscious.
When Ray wakes up, he’s inexplicably compelled to paint the
woman’s image, obsessively and repeatedly: initially on any
paper he can find in his house, and thereafter on the walls,
using any materials that come to hand, including food and
bodily fluids. Discovered by a power couple of Outsider Art,
he becomes one of the most celebrated artists of the century,
and soon even small-town newspapers are covering his
work—which is how Jennifer, the woman on the beach,
discovers she’s the subject of the paintings that have set the
world on fire, leading her to wonder if a man she’s never met
is the only person who has ever really seen her. Man with a
Seagull on His Head is a novel about the impossibility of ever
really knowing anyone, and the electric charge that comes
from real if unexpected connection. Beautiful, lyrical, and
strangely moving, it heralds a wonderful and original new
voice.
In America’s Longest Siege, historian Joseph Kelly captures
the toxic mix of nationalism, paternalism, and wealth that
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made Charleston the center of the nationwide debate over
slavery and the tragic act of secession that doomed both the
city and the South. Thoroughly researched and compulsively
readable, America’s Longest Siege offers a new take on the
Civil War and the culture that made it inevitable.
Because Chekhov’s plays convey the universally
recognizable, sometimes comic, sometimes dramatic,
frustrations of decent people trying to make sense of their
lives, they remain as fresh and vigorous as when they were
written a century ago. Gathered here in superb new
renderings by one of the most highly regarded translators of
our time—versions that have been staged throughout the
United States, Canada, and Great Britain—are Chekhov’s four
essential masterpieces for the theater.
A compelling mix of classic and contemporary stories: Norton
quality at the most affordable price.
Acclaimed as a modern dramatic masterpiece, Rosencrantz &
Guildenstern are Dead is the fabulously inventive tale of
Hamlet as told from the worm’s-eve view of the bewildered
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, two minor characters in
Shakespeare’s play. In Tom Stoppard’s best-known work,
this Shakespearean Laurel and Hardy finally get a chance to
take the lead role, but do so in a world where echoes of
Waiting for Godot resound, where reality and illusion intermix,
and where fate leads our two heroes to a tragic but inevitable
end. Tom Stoppard was catapulted into the front ranks of
modem playwrights overnight when Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern Are Dead opened in London in 1967. Its
subsequent run in New York brought it the same enthusiastic
acclaim, and the play has since been performed numerous
times in the major theatrical centers of the world. It has won
top honors for play and playwright in a poll of London Theater
critics, and in its printed form it was chosen one of the
“Notable Books of 1967” by the American Library
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Association.
Chekhov is a unique force in modern drama. His works have
long been cherished for their brilliant wit and unusual ability to
provide striking insights into the human condition. In these
stunning, individually published translations of three of
Chekhov's most popular and beloved plays, Laurence
Senelick presents a fresh perspective on the master
playwright and his groundbreaking dramas. This volume
illuminates the timeless trials of art and love and bring
Chekhov's memorable characters to life. Each of these three
plays showcases the hallmark features of a Chekhov classic:
clashing desires, complex family dynamics, the individual's
loss of balance and sense of identity in the shifting eruptions
of society and a modernizing Russia, and the angst of artistic
struggle and ambition. Supplementing each of the plays are
an account of Chekhov's life, a note on the translation,
introductions to each work, and variant lines - often removed
due to government censorship - which illuminate the context
in which they were written and shed light on Chekhov's work
as a playwright. These editions are the perfect guides to
enriching our understanding of this great dramatist or to
staging a production.
From the World's No. 1 Storyteller, James and the Giant
Peach is a children's classic that has captured young reader's
imaginations for generations. One of TIME MAGAZINE’s 100
Best Fantasy Books of All Time After James Henry Trotter's
parents are tragically eaten by a rhinoceros, he goes to live
with his two horrible aunts, Spiker and Sponge. Life there is
no fun, until James accidentally drops some magic crystals by
the old peach tree and strange things start to happen. The
peach at the top of the tree begins to grow, and before long
it's as big as a house. Inside, James meets a bunch of
oversized friends—Grasshopper, Centipede, Ladybug, and
more. With a snip of the stem, the peach starts rolling away,
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and the great adventure begins! Roald Dahl is the author of
numerous classic children’s stories including Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, Matilda, The BFG, and many more!
“James and the Giant Peach remains a favorite among kids
and parents alike nearly 60 years after it was first published,
thanks to its vivid imagery, vibrant characters and forthright
exploration of mature themes like death and hope.” —TIME
Magazine

An aspiring young director rampages against the art
created by his mother’s generation. A nubile young
actress wrestles with an aging Hollywood star for the
affections of a renowned novelist. And everyone
discovers just how disappointing love, art, and
growing up can be. In this irreverent, contemporary,
and very funny remix of Chekhov’s The Seagull,
Aaron Posner stages a timeless battle between
young and old, past and present, in search of the
true meaning of it all. Original songs composed by
James Sugg draw the famously subtextual inner
thoughts of Chekhov’s characters explicitly to the
surface. STUPID FUCKING BIRD will tickle,
tantalize, and incite you to consider how art, love,
and revolution fuel your own pursuit of happiness.
The play focuses on the lives of three sisters, Olga,
Masha, and Irina, young women of the Russian
gentry who try to fill their days in order to construct a
life that feels meaningful while surrounded by an
array of military men, servants, husbands, suitors,
and lovers, all of whom constitute a distractions from
the passage of time and from the sisters' desire to
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return to their beloved Moscow.
This Student Edition of Brecht's classic dramatisation
of the conflict between free enquiry and official
ideology features an extensive introduction and
commentary that includes a plot summary,
discussion of the context, themes, characters, style
and language as well as questions for further study
and notes on words and phrases in the text. It is the
perfect edition for students of theatre and literature
Along with Mother Courage, the character of Galileo
is one of Brecht's greatest creations, immensely live,
human and complex. Unable to resist his appetite for
scientific investigation, Galileo's heretical discoveries
about the solar system bring him to the attention of
the Inquisition. He is scared into publicly abjuring his
theories but, despite his self-contempt, goes on
working in private, eventually helping to smuggle his
writings out of the country. As an examination of the
problems that face not only the scientist but also the
whole spirit of free inquiry when brought into conflict
with the requirements of government or official
ideology, Life of Galileo has few equals. Written in
exile in 1937-9 and first performed in Zurich in 1943,
Galileo was first staged in English in 1947 by Joseph
Losey in a version jointly prepared by Brecht and
Charles Laughton, who played the title role. Printed
here is the complete translation by John Willett.
From legendary playwright August Wilson comes the
powerful, stunning dramatic bestseller that won him
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critical acclaim, including the Tony Award for Best
Play and the Pulitzer Prize. Troy Maxson is a strong
man, a hard man. He has had to be to survive. Troy
Maxson has gone through life in an America where
to be proud and black is to face pressures that could
crush a man, body and soul. But the 1950s are
yielding to the new spirit of liberation in the 1960s, a
spirit that is changing the world Troy Maxson has
learned to deal with the only way he can, a spirit that
is making him a stranger, angry and afraid, in a
world he never knew and to a wife and son he
understands less and less. This is a modern classic,
a book that deals with the impossibly difficult themes
of race in America, set during the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s and 60s. Now an Academy
Award-winning film directed by and starring Denzel
Washington, along with Academy Award and Golden
Globe winner Viola Davis.
Your career as a writer is blossoming, your beautiful,
young fiancee is waiting to get married and rush off
to Cancun by your side—so what is your natural
reaction? Well, if you're a man, it's probably to get
nervous and start calling up old girlfriends. And so
begins a single man's odyssey through four hotel
rooms as he flies across the country in search of the
perfect woman (that he's already broken up with).
Some Girl(s) is the latest work from Neil Labute,
American theater's great agent provocateur. In grand
LaBute fashion, this by turns outrageously funny and
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deadly serious portrait of the artist as a young
seducer casts a truthful, hilarious light on a typical
young American male as he wanders through the
heart of darkness that is himself. This edition
includes a deleted scene.
From the bestselling author of "Ready Player One."
After sighting a UFO, high-school student Zack and
his new comrades must scramble to prepare for an
alien onslaught, in this rollicking, surprising thriller
and coming-of-age adventure.
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