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The Eastern Front gives an authoritative account of the epic clash between two
infamous dictators, Hitler and Stalin, as they vied for supremacy during World War II.
Exploring in detail the German and Soviet armies in 1941, it covers all the most
infamous campaigns and offensive operations. A selection of action photos plus
outstanding illustrations and art showcase the main battles, vehicles, uniforms, maps,
and equipment.
Russia's engagement with Germany on the Eastern Front during World War II was
ferocious, unprecedented and bloody, costing millions of civilian and military lives. In
this challenging new book, Lee Baker distinguishes myth from reality and deflates the
idea that this war, while gargantuan in scale, was in essence a war like any other.
A junior officer in the Red Army provides one of the richest and most detailed memoirs
of life and warfare on the Eastern Front, from his combat training in early 1942 until the
surrender and occupation of Germany.
In The Left Side of History Kristen Ghodsee tells the stories of partisans fighting behind
the lines in Nazi-allied Bulgaria during World War II: British officer Frank Thompson,
brother of the great historian E.P. Thompson, and fourteen-year-old Elena Lagadinova,
the youngest female member of the armed anti-fascist resistance. But these people
were not merely anti-fascist; they were pro-communist, idealists moved by their socialist
principles to fight and sometimes die for a cause they believed to be right. Victory
brought forty years of communist dictatorship followed by unbridled capitalism after the
fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Today in democratic Eastern Europe there is everincreasing despair, disenchantment with the post-communist present, and growing
nostalgia for the communist past. These phenomena are difficult to understand in the
West, where “communism” is a dirty word that is quickly equated with Stalin and Soviet
labor camps. By starting with the stories of people like Thompson and Lagadinova,
Ghodsee provides a more nuanced understanding of how communist ideals could
inspire ordinary people to make extraordinary sacrifices.
Reissue of a classic work originally published in 1945
Examines Eastern Europe's political and military problems in the face of Nazi
aggression from an Eastern European perspective.
War Land on the Eastern Front is a study of a hidden legacy of World War I: the
experience of German soldiers on the Eastern front and the long-term effects of their
encounter with Eastern Europe. It presents an 'anatomy of an occupation', charting the
ambitions and realities of the new German military state there. Using hitherto neglected
sources from both occupiers and occupied, official documents, propaganda, memoirs,
and novels, it reveals how German views of the East changed during total war. New
categories for viewing the East took root along with the idea of a German cultural
mission in these supposed wastelands. After Germany's defeat, the Eastern front's
'lessons' were taken up by the Nazis, radicalized, and enacted when German armies
returned to the East in World War II. Vejas Gabriel Liulevicius's persuasive and
compelling study fills a yawning gap in the literature of the Great War.
Visual history of the artillery used by both sides on the Eastern Front in World War II.
In November 1943, with the outcome of the Second World War hanging in the balance, the
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Allies needed a new plan. The Americans' audacious suggestion to the Soviets was to open a
second air front, with the US Air Force establishing bases in Soviet-controlled territory. Despite
Stalin's obvious reservations about the presence of foreign troops in Russia, he was
persuaded, and in early 1944 and Operation Baseball and then Frantic were initiated as B-17
Superfortresses were flown from bases in Italy to the Poltova region in today's Ukraine.Awardwinning historian Serhii Plokhy tells the gripping, little-known story of this encounter between
American and Soviet soldiers and how their collaboration quickly fell apart, mirroring the
transition from the Grand Alliance to the Cold War. Soviet secret policemen watched over the
Americans, shadowing their every move. A catastrophic air raid by the Germans revealed the
limitations of Soviet air defences. As their initial enthusiasm turned into disappointment, the
American soldiers started calling themselves the Forgotten Bastards of Ukraine. Ultimately, no
common purpose could overcome their cultural and political differences.Drawing on newly
opened Russian archives as well as CIA records, Forgotten Bastards of the Eastern Front
offers a riveting bottom-up history one of the Second World War's most unlikely alliances.
Praised as “the best military historian of our generation” by Tom Clancy, John Keegan
reconsiders his masterful study of World War II, The Second World War, with a new foreword
Keegan examines each theater of the war, focusing on five crucial battles and offering new
insights into the distinctive methods and motivations of modern warfare. In eloquent,
perceptive analyses of the airborne battle of Crete, the carrier battle of Midway, the tank battle
of Falaise, the city battle of Berlin, and the amphibious battle of Okinawa, Keegan illuminates
the strategic dilemmas faced by the leaders and the consequences of their decisions on the
fighting men and the course of the war as a whole. An extraordinary, definitive history, The
Second World War will be required reading for generations to come. "The Second World War
merits the acceptance as the standard work that it will surely recieve." -The Washington Post
"If you want to know how it happened, read Keegan's thoughtful and elegant prose." -Los
Angeles Times
Dawn on Sunday 22 June 1941 saw the opening onslaughts of Operation Barbarossa as
German forces stormed forward into the Soviet Union. Few of them were to survive the five
long years of bitter struggle.A posting to the Eastern Front during the Second World War was
rightly regarded with dread by the German soldiers. They were faced by the unremitting
hostility of the climate, the people and even, at times, their own leadership. They saw epic
battles such as Stalingrad and Kursk, and yet it was a daily war of attrition which ultimately
proved fatal for Hitlers ambition and the German military machine. In this classic account
leading military historian James Lucas examines different aspects of the fighting, from war in
the trenches to a bicycle-mounted antitank unit fighting against the oncoming Russian hordes.
Told through the experiences of the German soldiers who endured these nightmarish years of
warfare, War on the Eastern Front is a unique record of this cataclysmic campaign.
Portrays an alternate world in which Hitler has not made his fatal error in prematurely declaring
war on the United States and America is the only significant miliary presence against a
triumphant Third Reich and its devastating weapons. $75,000 ad/promo.
A definitive account of World War II by America's preeminent military historian. World War II
was the most lethal conflict in human history. Never before had a war been fought on so many
diverse landscapes and in so many different ways, from rocket attacks in London to jungle
fighting in Burma to armor strikes in Libya. The Second World Wars examines how combat
unfolded in the air, at sea, and on land to show how distinct conflicts among disparate
combatants coalesced into one interconnected global war. Drawing on 3,000 years of military
history, bestselling author Victor Davis Hanson argues that despite its novel industrial
barbarity, neither the war's origins nor its geography were unusual. Nor was its ultimate
outcome surprising. The Axis powers were well prepared to win limited border conflicts, but
once they blundered into global war, they had no hope of victory. An authoritative new history
Page 2/8

Read PDF Second World War The Eastern Front 1941 1945 Arcbc
of astonishing breadth, The Second World Wars offers a stunning reinterpretation of history's
deadliest conflict.
The military events of the Second World War have been the subject of historical debate from
1945 to the present. It mattered greatly who won, and fighting was the essential determinant of
victory or defeat. In Volume 1 of The Cambridge History of the Second World War a team of
twenty-five leading historians offer a comprehensive and authoritative new account of the war's
military and strategic history. Part I examines the military cultures and strategic objectives of
the eight major powers involved. Part II surveys the course of the war in its key theatres across
the world, and assesses why one side or the other prevailed there. Part III considers, in a
comparative way, key aspects of military activity, including planning, intelligence, and
organisation of troops and matérial, as well as guerrilla fighting and treatment of prisoners of
war.
'Overy has written many fine books, but Blood and Ruins is his masterpiece. It puts all previous
single-volume works of the conflict in the shade' Saul David, The Times 'This book is Richard
Overy's magnum opus ... It would be difficult to overstate the brilliance with which argument
and insight are interwoven in a fast-paced narrative' John Darwin, Times Literary Supplement
A bold new approach to the Second World War from one of Britain's foremost military
historians Richard Overy sets out in Blood and Ruins to recast the way in which we view the
Second World War and its origins and aftermath. He argues that this was the 'great imperial
war', a violent end to almost a century of global imperial expansion which reached its peak in
the ambitions of Italy, Germany and Japan in the 1930s and early 1940s, before descending
into the largest and costliest war in human history and the end, after 1945, of all territorial
empires. How war on a huge scale was fought, supplied, paid for, supported by mass
mobilization and morally justified forms the heart of this new account. Above all, Overy
explains the bitter cost for those involved in fighting, and the exceptional level of crime and
atrocity that marked these imperial projects, the war and its aftermath. This war was as deadly
for civilians as it was for the military, a war to the death over the future of the global order.
Blood and Ruins is a masterpiece from of one of the most renowned historians of the Second
World War, which will compel us to view the war in novel and unfamiliar ways. Thoughtprovoking, original and challenging, Blood and Ruins sets out to understand the war anew.
This is the fourth in the comprehensive and authoritative series, Germany and the Second
World War. It deals with the attack on the Soviet Union, the turning-point of the war. The
detailed analysis is underpinned by an extensive apparatus of maps, diagrams, and tables.
Although the political and military aspects of great-power diplomacy in Eastern Europe during
the interwar period have been studied extensively, the economic aspects have been relatively
neglected. Drawing on documentary material that has only recently been made available,
David Kaiser redresses the balance in his discussion of the expansion of German trade with
Eastern Europe during the 1930s and the British and French failure to respond to it. Originally
published in 1981. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
In 1940, fresh from the success in France, Hitler turned his attention to the East. In this volume
Geoffrey Jukes explains what led to Hitler's decision to instigate the invasion of the Soviet
Union (Operation Barbarossa) and offers a concise account of the campaign that followed. The
Germans expected to conquer Russia in only four months, but at Stalingrad and then Kursk the
Russians fought back. At a human cost of 27 million Soviet lives Hitler was forced into a
humiliating retreat and Russia emerged from the war as a super power ready to take on the
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capitalist world.
The question is as searing as it is fundamental to the continuing debate over Japanese
culpability in World War II and the period leading up to it: "How could Japanese soldiers have
committed such acts of violence against Allied prisoners of war and Chinese civilians?" During
the First World War, the Japanese fought on the side of the Allies and treated German POWs
with respect and civility. In the years that followed, under Emperor Hirohito, conformity was the
norm and the Japanese psyche became one of selfless devotion to country and emperor; soon
Japanese soldiers were to engage in mass murder, rape, and even cannibalization of their
enemies. Horror in the East examines how this drastic change came about. On the basis of
never-before-published interviews with both the victimizers and the victimized, and drawing on
never-before-revealed or long-ignored archival records, Rees discloses the full horror of the
war in the Pacific, probing the supposed Japanese belief in their own racial superiority,
analyzing a military that believed suicide to be more honorable than surrender, and providing
what the Guardian calls "a powerful, harrowing account of appalling inhumanity...impeccably
researched."
After the Second World War, millions of people across Eastern Europe, displaced as a result of
wartime destruction, deportations and redrawing of state boundaries, found themselves living
in cities that were filled with the traces of the foreign cultures of the former inhabitants. In the
immediate post-war period these traces were not acknowledged, the new inhabitants going
along with official policies of oblivion, the national narratives of new post-war regimes, and the
memorializing of the victors. In time, however, and increasingly over recent decades, the
former "other pasts" have been embraced and taken on board as part of local cultural memory.
This book explores this interesting and increasingly important phenomenon. It examines official
ideologies, popular memory, literature, film, memorialization and tourism to show how other
pasts are being incorporated into local cultural memory. It relates these developments to
cultural theory and argues that the relationship between urban space, cultural memory and
identity in Eastern Europe is increasingly becoming a question not only of cultural politics, but
also of consumption and choice, alongside a tendency towards the cosmopolitanization of
memory.
In 1944, the British Fourteenth Army and the Japanese Fifteenth Army clashed around the
town of Imphal, Manipur, in North East India in what has since been described as one of the
greatest battles of the Second World War. Over 200,000 soldiers from several nations fought in
the hills and valley of Manipur on the India–Burma (Myanmar) frontier. This book is the first
systematic mapping of the main scenes of the fighting in the critical Battle of Imphal. It
connects the present with the past and links what exists today in Manipur with what happened
there in 1944. The events were transformative for this little-known place and connected it with
the wider world in an unparalleled way. By drawing on oral testimonies, written accounts and
archival material, this book revisits the old battlefields and tells the untold story of a place and
people that were perhaps the most affected by the Second World War in India. The volume will
be of great interest to scholars and researchers of military history, especially the Second World
War, defence and strategic studies, area studies, and North East India.
Litvin's stark, candid memoir focuses on his more than two years of service in the Red Army
during its war with Germany. Originally written in 1962 and recently revised through extended
interviews between author and translator, the result is a gripping account--in a straightforward,
matter-of-fact tone--of the trials and tribulations of being a common Soviet soldier on the
Eastern Front during World War II.
A masterful and comprehensive chronicle of World War II, by internationally bestselling
historian Antony Beevor. Over the past two decades, Antony Beevor has established himself
as one of the world's premier historians of WWII. His multi-award winning books have included
Stalingrad and The Fall of Berlin 1945. Now, in his newest and most ambitious book, he turns
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his focus to one of the bloodiest and most tragic events of the twentieth century, the Second
World War. In this searing narrative that takes us from Hitler's invasion of Poland on
September 1st, 1939 to V-J day on August 14, 1945 and the war's aftermath, Beevor describes
the conflict and its global reach -- one that included every major power. The result is a dramatic
and breathtaking single-volume history that provides a remarkably intimate account of the war
that, more than any other, still commands attention and an audience. Thrillingly written and
brilliantly researched, Beevor's grand and provocative account is destined to become the
definitive work on this complex, tragic, and endlessly fascinating period in world history, and
confirms once more that he is a military historian of the first rank.
Illustrates how the political and social fallout from the World War II is still alive and divisive in
South and East Asia.

The most distinguished series in military history, published in the US for the first
time. Each is volume written by a leading authority in the field and edited by John
Keegan, the world's preeminent military historian. In this heavily illustrated and
authoritative account of World War II in the Far East and the Pacific, critically
acclaimed historian H. P. Wilmott describes the most dramatic actions ever
played out in military history.
PMH Bell's famous book is a comprehensive study of the period and debates
surrounding the European origins of the Second World War. He approaches the
subject from three different angles: describing the various explanations that have
been offered for the war and the historiographical debates that have arisen from
them, analysing the ideological, economic and strategic forces at work in Europe
during the 1930s, and tracing the course of events from peace in 1932, via the
initial outbreak of hostilities in 1939, through to the climactic German attack on
the Soviet Union in 1941 which marked the descent into general conflict. Written
in a lucid, accessible style, this is an indispensable guide to the complex origins
of the Second World War.
Eastern European museums represent traumatic events of World War II, such as
the Siege of Leningrad, the Warsaw Uprisings, and the Bombardment of
Dresden, in ways that depict the enemy in particular ways. This image results
from the interweaving of historical representations, cultural stereotypes and
beliefs, political discourses, and the dynamics of exhibition narratives. This book
presents a useful methodology for examining museum images and provides a
critical analysis of the role historical museums play in the contemporary world. As
the catastrophes of World War II still exert an enormous influence on the national
identities of Russians, Poles, and Germans, museum exhibits can thus play an
important role in this process.
Stackpole’s Battle Briefings series offers accessible and insightful summaries of
battles, commanders, and other military history topics. This volume covers the
epic clash between the Germans and Soviets on the Eastern Front during World
War II. Highlights include Operation Barbarossa, the massive battles at
Stalingrad and Kursk, and the final, desperate resistance of the Germans as the
Red Army closed in. Throughout are accounts from the turrets of T-34 and Tiger
tanks and from the men who fought, often hand-to-hand, in the snow, mud, and
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dust of the Eastern Front.
A major new account of the Soviet Union at war which charts the development,
successes and failures of the Red Army.
This volume showcases important new research on World War II memory, both in
the Soviet Union and in Russia today. Through an examination of war
remembrance in its various forms—official histories, school textbooks, museums,
monuments, literature, films, and Victory Day parades—chapters illustrate how the
heroic narrative of the war was established in Soviet times and how it continues
to shape war memorialization under Putin. This war narrative resonates with the
Russian population due to decades of Soviet commemoration, which continued
virtually uninterrupted into the post-Soviet period. Major themes of the volume
include the use of World War II memory for political legitimation and patriotic
mobilization; the striking continuities between Soviet and post-Soviet
commemorative practices; the place of Holocaust memorialization in
contemporary Russia; Putin’s invocation of the war to bolster national pride and
international prestige; and the relationship between individual memory and
collective remembrance. Authored by an international group of distinguished
specialists, this collection is ideal for scholars of Russia across a range of
disciplines, including history, political science, sociology, and cultural studies.
The conflict that ended in 1945 is often described as a 'total war', unprecedented
in both scale and character. Volume 3 of The Cambridge History of the Second
World War adopts a transnational approach to offer a comprehensive and global
analysis of the war as an economic, social and cultural event. Across twentyeight chapters and four key parts, the volume addresses complex themes such
as the political economy of industrial war, the social practices of war, the moral
economy of war and peace and the repercussions of catastrophic destruction. A
team of nearly thirty leading historians together show how entire nations
mobilized their economies and populations in the face of unimaginable violence,
and how they dealt with the subsequent losses that followed. The volume
concludes by considering the lasting impact of the conflict and the memory of war
across different cultures of commemoration.
This book is a unique collection of World War II memoirs that tell, in a simple,
unaffected style, the story of the three women's air fighting groups which owed
their existence to Marina Raskova, a remarkable pioneer woman navigator-pilot.
My superiors made no distinction between male and female regiments of which
the girls were very proud. I must admit, however, I sometimes wished they
remembered that our regiment consisted of women, and would not send them
into the very hell. Every pilot, every crew member became dear to me. I loved
them all, was proud of them, and dreaded the possibility that any one of them
might not return..." wrote Major Valentin Markov, the male commander of the
women's dive bomber wing, in this unique collection of World War II memoirs that
tell, in a simple, unaffected style, the story of the three women's wings which
owed their existence to Marina Raskova, a remarkable pioneer woman navigatorPage 6/8
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pilot. Of the three women's wings, the night bomber regiment was awarded an
unprecedented number of Gold Stars of Hero of the Soviet Union, the highest
Soviet decoration, and its aircrews at times flew as many as eighteen short-range
missions per night. The unit was staffed exclusively by women. In contrast, the
dive bomber and fighter wings included some male personnel, mainly in ground
support roles. As well, the fighter wing eventually acquired one male squadron, in
part as replacement of a female squadron previously sent to Stalingrad.
Alexander Gridnev, the unit's second permanent wing commander, recently
presented his controversial memoirs to Reina Pennington, Russian history
professor and retired U.S. Air Force captain, for translation into English.
The latest volume in the magisterial Germany and the Second World War series,
volume VIII deals with one of the most eventful phases of the Second World War: the
battles on the eastern front in 1943 and 1944. In no other period of the war, apart from
its concluding phase in 1945, did the Wehrmacht suffer such enormous losses. The
land battles of those years, first and foremost the battle of Kursk in the summer of 1943,
were among the biggest in world history. In the winter of 1943/44 the Red Army showed
itself for the first time capable of conducting large-scale offensives against all German
army groups simultaneously. It was no longer a matter of isolated flare-ups: the whole
eastern front was in flames. The dramatic climax was reached in the summer of 1944,
when the collapse of Army Group Centre led to what was then the heaviest defeat in
German military history. It was nevertheless overshadowed by events on the western
front, with the Allied invasion of Normandy in June 1944. And it is that which dominates
perceptions in western societies to this day and has relegated the catastrophe in the
east, despite its unprecedented proportions, to the rank of an almost "forgotten war."
Some Americans are receptive to a positive interpretation of German military conduct
on the Russian front in World War II.
On June 22, 1941, Germany launched the greatest land assault in history on the Soviet
Union, an attack that Adolf Hitler deemed crucial to ensure German economic and
political survival. As the key theater of the war for the Germans, the eastern front
consumed enormous levels of resources and accounted for 75 percent of all German
casualties. Despite the significance of this campaign to Germany and to the war as a
whole, few English-language publications of the last thirty-five years have addressed
these pivotal events. In Ostkrieg: Hitler's War of Extermination in the East, Stephen G.
Fritz bridges the gap in scholarship by incorporating historical research from the last
several decades into an accessible, comprehensive, and coherent narrative. His
analysis of the Russo-German War from a German perspective covers all aspects of
the eastern front, demonstrating the interrelation of military events, economic policy,
resource exploitation, and racial policy that first motivated the invasion. This in-depth
account challenges accepted notions about World War II and promotes greater
understanding of a topic that has been neglected by historians.
This inspiring true story of veteran Air Force bomber pilot Robert Trimble, who laid his
life on the line to rescue World War II POWs on the Eastern Front. Near the end of
World War II, thousands of Allied ex-prisoners of war were abandoned to wander the
war-torn Eastern Front. With no food, shelter, or supplies, the POWs were an army of
dying men. As the Red Army advanced across Poland, the Nazi prison camps were
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liberated. In defiance of humanity, the freed Allied prisoners were discarded without aid.
The Soviets viewed POWs as cowards, and regarded all refugees as potential spies or
partisans. The United States repeatedly offered to help, but were refused. With
relations between the Allies strained, a plan was conceived for an undercover rescue
mission. In total secrecy, the OSS chose an obscure American air force detachment
stationed at a Ukrainian airfield. The man they picked to undertake it was veteran 8th
Air Force bomber pilot Captain Robert Trimble. With little covert training, Trimble took
the mission. He would survive by wit, courage, and determination. This is the
compelling, true story of an American hero who risked everything to bring his fellow
soldiers home to safety and freedom. INCLUDES PHOTOS
A riveting new account of the long-overlooked achievement of British-led forces who,
against all odds, scored the first major Allied victory of the Second World War
Surprisingly neglected in accounts of Allied wartime triumphs, in 1941 British and
Commonwealth forces completed a stunning and important victory in East Africa
against an overwhelmingly superior Italian opponent. A hastily formed British-led force,
never larger than 70,000 strong, advanced along two fronts to defeat nearly 300,000
Italian and colonial troops. This compelling book draws on an array of previously
unseen documents to provide both a detailed campaign history and a fresh appreciation
of the first significant Allied success of the war. Andrew Stewart investigates such
topics as Britain's African wartime strategy; how the fighting forces were assembled
(most from British colonies, none from the U.S.); General Archibald Wavell's command
abilities and his difficult relationship with Winston Churchill; the resolute Italian defense
at Keren, one of the most bitterly fought battles of the entire war; the legacy of the
campaign in East Africa; and much more.
The full story of the first and only time American and Soviets fought side-by-side in
World War IIAt the conference held in Tehran November 1943, American officials
proposed to their Soviet allies a new operation in the effort to defeat Nazi Germany.
The Normandy Invasion was already in the works; what American officials were
suggesting until then was a second air front: the US Air Force wouldestablish bases in
Soviet-controlled territory. Though pushing relentlessly for the United States and Great
Britain to do more to help the war effort - the Soviet body count was staggering - Stalin,
recalling the presence of foreign troops during the Russian Revolution, balked. His
concern was thatthe American presence would inflame regional and ideological
differences. Eventually in early 1944, Stalin was persuaded to give in, and Operation
Baseball and then Frantic were initiated. B-17 Superfortresses were flown from bases
in Italy to the Poltova region (in what is today Ukraine).As Plokhy's fascinating and
utterly original book shows, what happened on these airbases mirrors the fate of the
Grand Alliance itself. While both sides were fighting for Germany's unconditional
surrender, differences arose that no common purpose could overcome. Soviet secret
policeman watched overthe Americans, shadowing every move, and eventually trying to
prevent fraternization between American airmen and local women. A catastrophic air
raid by the Germans revealed the limitations of Soviet air defenses. Relations soured
and the operations went south. Based on previously inaccessiblearchives, Forgotten
Bastards of the Eastern Front offers a bottom-up history of the Grand Alliance itself,
showing how it first began to collapse on the airfields of World War II.
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