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Through runic inscriptions and behind the veil of myth, Jesch discovers the true
story of viking women.
A wide-ranging and varied collection of essays which examine surviving
garments, methods of production and clothes in society.
"A comprehensive and entertaining historical and botanical review, providing an
enjoyable and cognitive read.”—Nature The foods we eat have a deep and often
surprising past. From almonds and apples to tea and rice, many foods that we
consume today have histories that can be traced out of prehistoric Central Asia
along the tracks of the Silk Road to kitchens in Europe, America, China, and
elsewhere in East Asia. The exchange of goods, ideas, cultural practices, and
genes along these ancient routes extends back five thousand years, and
organized trade along the Silk Road dates to at least Han Dynasty China in the
second century BC. Balancing a broad array of archaeological, botanical, and
historical evidence, Fruit from the Sands presents the fascinating story of the
origins and spread of agriculture across Inner Asia and into Europe and East
Asia. Through the preserved remains of plants found in archaeological sites,
Robert N. Spengler III identifies the regions where our most familiar crops were
domesticated and follows their routes as people carried them around the world.
With vivid examples, Fruit from the Sands explores how the foods we eat have
shaped the course of human history and transformed cuisines all over the globe.
'From the Fury of the Northmen deliver us, O Lord.' Between the eighth and
eleventh centuries, the Vikings surged from their Scandinavian homeland to
trade, raid and invade along the coasts of Europe. Their influence and
expeditions extended from Newfoundland to Baghdad, their battles were as farflung as Africa and the Arctic. But were they great seafarers or desperate
outcasts, noble heathens or oafish pirates, the last pagans or the first of the
modern Europeans? This concise study puts medieval chronicles, Norse sagas
and Muslim accounts alongside more recent research into ritual magic, genetic
profiling and climatology. It includes biographical sketches of some of the most
famous Vikings, from Erik Bloodaxe to Saint Olaf, and King Canute to Leif the
Lucky. It explains why the Danish king Harald Bluetooth lent his name to a twentyfirst century wireless technology; which future saint laughed as she buried foreign
ambassadors alive; why so many Icelandic settlers had Irish names; and how the
last Viking colony was destroyed by English raiders. Extending beyond the
traditional 'Viking age' of most books, A Brief History of the Vikings places
sudden Scandinavian population movement in a wider historical context. It
presents a balanced appraisal of these infamous sea kings, explaining both their
swift expansion and its supposed halt. Supposed because, ultimately, the Vikings
didn't disappear: they turned into us.
First published in 1968
The medieval marketplace is a familiar setting in popular and academic accounts
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of the Middle Ages, but we actually know very little about the people involved in
the transactions that took place there, how their lives were influenced by those
transactions, or about the complex networks of individuals whose actions allowed
raw materials to be extracted, hewn into objects, stored and ultimately shipped
for market. Twenty diverse case studies combine leading edge techniques and
novel theoretical approaches to illuminate the identities and lives of these much
overlooked ordinary people, painting of a number of detailed portraits to explore
the worlds of actors involved in the lives of everyday products - objects of bone,
leather, stone, ceramics, and base metal - and their production and use in
medieval northern Europe. In so doing, this book seeks to draw attention away
from the emergent trend to return to systems and global models, and restore to
centre stage what should be the archaeologists most important concern: the
people of the past.
The Vikings maintain their grip on our imagination, but their image is too often
distorted by myth. It is true that they pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they also
settled peacefully and traveled far from their homelands in swift and sturdy ships
to explore. The Age of the Vikings tells the full story of this exciting period in
history. Drawing on a wealth of written, visual, and archaeological evidence,
Anders Winroth captures the innovation and pure daring of the Vikings without
glossing over their destructive heritage. He not only explains the Viking attacks,
but also looks at Viking endeavors in commerce, politics, discovery, and
colonization, and reveals how Viking arts, literature, and religious thought
evolved in ways unequaled in the rest of Europe. The Age of the Vikings sheds
new light on the complex society, culture, and legacy of these legendary
seafarers.
Explores the Viking ways with photographs, reconstruction of Vicking ways,
maps, antiquites, and history.
Known for their courage on the battlefield and as masters of the sea, the Vikings spread out
from their native Scandinavia to Greenland, North Africa, parts of Central Asia, and even
Canada. Despite the fact that their heyday was short-lived, the Vikingsleft behind fragments of
a culture that still fascinate children and adults alike. This new book uses images of ancient
artifacts as well as detailed maps and timelines to show children what Viking life was really
like.
Presents medieval Viking adventure at the end of the Viking Age from Norway across the
European Steppe and along the Silk Road into China's notorious Taklamakan Desert. This title
shows how the rag-tag group of Vikings retrace a journey of their youth across the European
Steppe and down the mighty Dniepr River headed for Byzantium.
Featuring the latest scientific techniques and findings, this book is the definitive account of the
Viking Great Army’s journey and how their presence forever changed England. When the
Viking Great Army swept through England between 865 and 878 CE, the course of English
history was forever changed. The people of the British Isles had become accustomed to raids
for silver and prisoners, but 865 CE saw a fundamental shift as the Norsemen stayed through
winter and became immersed in the heart of the nation. The Viking army was here to stay. This
critical period for English history led to revolutionary changes in the fabric of society, creating
the growth of towns and industry, transforming power politics, and ultimately leading to the rise
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of Alfred the Great and Wessex as the preeminent kingdom of Anglo-Saxon England. Authors
Dawn Hadley and Julian Richards, specialists in Anglo-Saxon and Viking Age archaeology,
draw on the most up-to-date scientific techniques and excavations, including their recent
research at the Great Army’s camp at Torksey. Together they unravel the movements of the
Great Army across England like a detective story, while piecing together a new picture of the
Vikings in unimaginable detail. Hadley and Richards unearth the swords and jewelry the
Vikings manufactured, examine how they buried their great warriors, and which everyday
objects they discarded. These discoveries revolutionized what is known of the size, complexity,
and social make-up of the army. Like all good stories, this one has plenty of heroes and
villains, and features a wide array of vivid illustrations, including site views, plans, weapons,
and hoards. This exciting volume tells the definitive account of a vital period in Norse and
British history and is a must-have for history and archaeology lovers.
Early Medieval Europe 300–1050: A Guide for Studying and Teaching empowers students by
providing them with the conceptual and methodological tools to investigate the period.
Throughout the book, major research questions and historiographical debates are identified
and guidance is given on how to engage with and evaluate key documentary sources as well
as artistic and archaeological evidence. The book’s aim is to engender confidence in creative
and independent historical thought. This second edition has been fully revised and expanded
and now includes coverage of both Islamic and Byzantine history, surveying and critically
examining the often radically different scholarly interpretations relating to them. Also new to
this edition is an extensively updated and closely integrated companion website, which has
been carefully designed to provide practical guidance to teachers and students, offering a
wealth of reference materials and aids to mastering the period, and lighting the way for further
exploration of written and non-written sources.? Accessibly written and containing over 70
carefully selected maps and images, Early Medieval Europe 300–1050 is an essential resource
for students studying this period for the first time, as well as an invaluable aid to university
teachers devising and delivering courses and modules on the period.
This richly illustrated book presents a selection of the rich and varied iconographic material
from the Scandinavian Late Iron Age (AD 400-1050) depicting clothed human figures, from an
archaeological textile and clothing perspective. The source material consists of five object
categories: gold foils, gold bracteates, helmet plaques, jewelry, and textile tapestries and
comprises over 1000 different images of male and female costumes which are then
systematically examined in conjunction with our present knowledge of archaeological textiles.
In particular, the study explores the question of whether the selected images complement the
archaeological clothing sources, through a new analytical tool which enables us to compare
and contrast the object categories in regard to material, function, chronology, context and
interpretation. The tool is used to record and analyze the numerous details of the iconographic
costumes, and to facilitate a clear and easy description. This deliberate use of explicit costume
shapes enhances our interpretation and understanding of the Late Iron Age clothing tradition.
Thus, the majority of the costumes depicted are identified in the Scandinavian archaeological
textile record, demonstrating that the depictions are a reliable source of research for both
iconographical costume and archaeological clothing. The book contributes with new
information on social, regional and chronological differences in clothing traditions from ca. AD
400 to the Viking Age.
In the tradition of Stacy Schiff’s Cleopatra, Brown lays to rest the hoary myth that Viking
society was ruled by men and celebrates the dramatic lives of female Viking warriors “Once
again, Brown brings Viking history to vivid, unexpected life—and in the process, turns what we
thought we knew about Norse culture on its head. Superb.” —Scott Weidensaul, author of New
York Times bestselling A World on the Wing "Magnificent. It captured me from the very first
page..." —Pat Shipman, author of The Invaders "A complex, important, and delightful addition to
Page 3/13

Get Free Silk For The Vikings Ancient Textiles Series
women’s history." —Pamela D. Toler, author of Women Warriors: An Unexpected History In
2017, DNA tests revealed to the collective shock of many scholars that a Viking warrior in a
high-status grave in Birka, Sweden was actually a woman. The Real Valkyrie weaves together
archaeology, history, and literature to imagine her life and times, showing that Viking women
had more power and agency than historians have imagined. Nancy Marie Brown uses science
to link the Birka warrior, whom she names Hervor, to Viking trading towns and to their great
trade route east to Byzantium and beyond. She imagines her life intersecting with larger-thanlife but real women, including Queen Gunnhild Mother-of-Kings, the Viking leader known as
The Red Girl, and Queen Olga of Kyiv. Hervor’s short, dramatic life shows that much of what
we have taken as truth about women in the Viking Age is based not on data, but on nineteenthcentury Victorian biases. Rather than holding the household keys, Viking women in history,
law, saga, poetry, and myth carry weapons. These women brag, “As heroes we were widely
known—with keen spears we cut blood from bone.” In this compelling narrative Brown brings
the world of those valkyries and shield-maids to vivid life.
In this book a MacArthur Award-winning scholar argues for a radically new interpretation of the
conversion of Scandinavia from paganism to Christianity in the early Middle Ages. Overturning
the received narrative of Europe's military and religious conquest and colonization of the
region, Anders Winroth contends that rather than acting as passive recipients, Scandinavians
converted to Christianity because it was in individual chieftains' political, economic, and cultural
interests to do so. Through a painstaking analysis and historical reconstruction of both
archeological and literary sources, and drawing on scholarly work that has been unavailable in
English, Winroth opens up new avenues for studying European ascendency and the expansion
of Christianity in the medieval period.
Following her bestselling Life Along the Silk Road, Susan Whitfield widens her exploration of
the great cultural highway with a new captivating portrait focusing on material things. Silk,
Slaves, and Stupas tells the stories of ten very different objects, considering their interaction
with the peoples and cultures of the Silk Road—those who made them, carried them, received
them, used them, sold them, worshipped them, and, in more recent times, bought them,
conserved them, and curated them. From a delicate pair of earrings from a steppe tomb to a
massive stupa deep in Central Asia, a hoard of Kushan coins stored in an Ethiopian monastery
to a Hellenistic glass bowl from a southern Chinese tomb, and a fragment of Byzantine silk
wrapping the bones of a French saint to a Bactrian ewer depicting episodes from the Trojan
War, these objects show us something of the cultural diversity and interaction along these
trading routes of Afro-Eurasia. Exploring the labor, tools, materials, and rituals behind these
various objects, Whitfield infuses her narrative with delightful details as the objects journey
through time, space, and meaning. Silk, Slaves, and Stupas is a lively, visual, and tangible way
to understand the Silk Road and the cultural, economic, and technical changes of the late
antique and medieval worlds.

A lively and innovative collection of new and recent writings on the cultural
contexts of textiles The study of textile culture is a dynamic field of scholarship
which spans disciplines and crosses traditional academic boundaries. A
Companion to Textile Culture is an expertly curated compendium of new
scholarship on both the historical and contemporary cultural dimensions of
textiles, bringing together the work of an interdisciplinary team of recognized
experts in the field. The Companion provides an expansive examination of
textiles within the broader area of visual and material culture, and addresses key
issues central to the contemporary study of the subject. A wide range of
methodological and theoretical approaches to the subject are
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explored—technological, anthropological, philosophical, and psychoanalytical,
amongst others—and developments that have influenced academic writing about
textiles over the past decade are discussed in detail. Uniquely, the text embraces
archaeological textiles from the first millennium AD as well as contemporary art
and performance work that is still ongoing. This authoritative volume: Offers a
balanced presentation of writings from academics, artists, and curators Presents
writings from disciplines including histories of art and design, world history,
anthropology, archaeology, and literary studies Covers an exceptionally broad
chronological and geographical range Provides diverse global, transnational, and
narrative perspectives Included numerous images throughout the text to illustrate
key concepts A Companion to Textile Culture is an essential resource for
undergraduate and postgraduate students, instructors, and researchers of textile
history, contemporary textiles, art and design, visual and material culture, textile
crafts, and museology.
Valkyries: the female supernatural beings that choose who dies and who lives on
the battlefield. They protect some, but guide spears, arrows and sword blades
into the bodies of others. Viking myths about valkyries attempt to elevate the
banality of war – to make the pain and suffering, the lost limbs and deformities,
the piles of lifeless bodies of young men, glorious and worthwhile. Rather than
their death being futile, it is their destiny and good fortune, determined by divine
beings. The women in these stories take full part in the power struggles and
upheavals in their communities, for better or worse. Drawing on the latest
historical and archaeological evidence, Valkyrie introduces readers to the
dramatic and fascinating texts recorded in medieval Iceland, a culture able to
imagine women in all kinds of roles carrying power, not just in this world, but
pulling the strings in the other-world, too. In the process, this fascinating book
uncovers the reality behind the myths and legends to reveal the dynamic, diverse
lives of Viking women.
This latest title in the highly successful Ancient Textiles series is the first
substantial monograph-length historiography of early medieval embroideries and
their context within the British Isles. The book brings together and analyses for
the first time all 43 embroideries believed to have been made in the British Isles
and Ireland in the early medieval period. New research carried out on those
embroideries that are accessible today, involving the collection of technical data,
stitch analysis, observations of condition and wear-marks and microscopic
photography supplements a survey of existing published and archival sources.
The research has been used to write, for the first time, the ‘story’ of embroidery,
including what we can learn of its producers, their techniques, and the material
functions and metaphorical meanings of embroidery within early medieval AngloSaxon society. The author presents embroideries as evidence for the evolution of
embroidery production in Anglo-Saxon society, from a community-based activity
based on the extended family, to organized workshops in urban settings
employing standardized skill levels and as evidence of changing material use:
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from small amounts of fibers produced locally for specific projects to large
batches brought in from a distance and stored until needed. She demonstrate
that embroideries were not simply used decoratively but to incorporate and enact
different meanings within different parts of society: for example, the newly arrived
Germanic settlers of the fifth century used embroidery to maintain links with their
homelands and to create tribal ties and obligations. As such, the results inform
discussion of embroidery contexts, use and deposition, and the significance of
this form of material culture within society as well as an evaluation of the status of
embroiderers within early medieval society. The results contribute significantly to
our understanding of production systems in Anglo-Saxon England and Ireland.
The analysis of silk is a fascinating topic for research in itself but here, focusing
on the 9th and 10th centuries, Marianne Vedeler takes a closer look at the trade
routes and the organization of production, trade and consumption of silk during
the Viking Age. Beginning with a presentation of the silk finds in the Oseberg
burial, the richest Viking burial find ever discovered, the other silk finds from high
status graves in Scandinavia are discussed along with an introduction to the
techniques used to produce raw silk and fabrics. Later chapters concentrate on
trade and exchange, considering the role of silk items both as trade objects and
precious gifts, and in the light of coin finds. The main trade routes of silk to
Scandinavia along the Russian rivers, and comparable Russian finds are
described and the production and regulation of silk in Persia, early Islamic
production areas and the Byzantine Empire discussed. The final chapter
considers silk as a social actor in various contexts in Viking societies compared
to the Christian west.
When I was a child, I thought my destiny was to live and die on the banks of the
Xiangjiang River as my family had done for generations. I never imagined that my
life would lead me to the Forbidden City and the court of China’s last Empress.
Born in the middle of nowhere, Yaqian, a little embroidery girl from Hunan
Province, finds her way to the imperial court, a place of intrigue, desire, and
treachery. From the bed of an Emperor, the heart of a Prince, and the right side
of an Empress, Yaqian weaves her way through the most turbulent decades of
China’s history and witnesses the fall of the Qing Dynasty. Fans of Amy Tan,
Lisa See, Anchee Min, and Pearl S. Buck are sure to love this debut novel by
Amanda Roberts. This richly descriptive and painstakingly researched novel
brings the opulence of the Qing Court to life as Yaqian and Empress Cixi's lives
intertwine over six decades.
A fresh account of some of history's greatest warriors. The Vikings had an
extraordinary and far-reaching historical impact. From the eighth to the eleventh
centuries, they ranged across Europe—raiding, exploring, colonizing—and their
presence was felt as far away as Russia and Byzantium. They are most famous
as warriors, yet perhaps their talent for warfare is too little understood. Philip
Line, in this scholarly and highly readable study of the Viking age, uses original
documentary sources—the chronicles, sagas, and poetry—and the latest
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archaeological evidence to describe how the Vikings and their enemies in
northern Europe organized for war. His graphic examination gives an up-to-date
interpretation of the Vikings’ approach to violence and their fighting methods that
will be fascinating reading for anyone who is keen to understand how they
operated and achieved so much in medieval Europe. He explores the
practicalities of waging war in the Viking age, including compelling accounts of
the nature of campaigns and raids, and detailed accounts of Viking-age battles
on land and sea, using all the available evidence to give an insight into the
experience of combat. Throughout this fascinating book, Philip Line seeks to
dispel common myths about the Vikings and misconceptions about their
approach to warfare. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are
proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books
about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution,
gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more.
While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a
national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
*A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice* From celebrated Yale
professor Valerie Hansen, a “vivid” and “astonishingly comprehensive account
[that] casts world history in a brilliant new light” (Publishers Weekly, starred
review) and shows how bold explorations and daring trade missions first
connected all of the world’s societies at the end of the first millennium. People
often believe that the years immediately prior to AD 1000 were, with just a few
exceptions, lacking in any major cultural developments or geopolitical
encounters, that the Europeans hadn’t yet reached North America, and that the
farthest feat of sea travel was the Vikings’ invasion of Britain. But how, then, to
explain the presence of blond-haired people in Maya temple murals at Chichén
Itzá, Mexico? Could it be possible that the Vikings had found their way to the
Americas during the height of the Maya empire? Valerie Hansen, an awardwinning historian, argues that the year 1000 was the world’s first point of major
cultural exchange and exploration. Drawing on nearly thirty years of research,
she presents a compelling account of first encounters between disparate
societies, which sparked conflict and collaboration eerily reminiscent of our
contemporary moment. For readers of Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel
and Yuval Noah Harari’s Sapiens, The Year 1000 is a “fascinating…highly
impressive, deeply researched, lively and imaginative work” (The New York
Times Book Review) that will make you rethink everything you thought you knew
about how the modern world came to be.
Follow an epic story of the Viking Age that traces the historical trail of an ancient
piece of jewelry found in a Viking grave in England to its origins thousands of
miles east in India. An acclaimed bioarchaeologist, Catrine Jarman has used
cutting-edge forensic techniques to spark her investigation into the history of the
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Vikings who came to rest in British soil. By examining teeth that are now over one
thousand years old, she can determine childhood diet—and thereby where a
person was likely born. With radiocarbon dating, she can ascertain a death-date
down to the range of a few years. And her research offers enlightening new
visions of the roles of women and children in Viking culture. Three years ago, a
Carnelian bead came into her temporary possession. River Kings sees her trace
the path of this ancient piece of jewelry back to eighth-century Baghdad and
India, discovering along the way that the Vikings’ route was far more varied than
we might think—that with them came people from the Middle East, not just
Scandinavia, and that the reason for this unexpected integration between the
Eastern and Western worlds may well have been a slave trade running through
the Silk Road, all the way to Britain. Told as a riveting history of the Vikings and
the methods we use to understand them, this is a major reassessment of the
fierce, often-mythologized voyagers of the North—and of the global medieval
world as we know it.
"The popular TV show may have popularized Ragnar's story but the real facts are not very well
known. Discover the truth behind this Viking Warrior and the rich history of the
Vikings."--Publisher's description.
A Sunday Times (UK) Book of the Year Shortlisted • Society of Authors' Somerset Maugham
Award A BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week The best-selling author of The Secret Lives of Color
returns with this rollicking narrative of the 30,000-year history of fabric, briskly told through
thirteen charismatic episodes. From colorful 30,000-year-old threads found on the floor of a
Georgian cave to the Indian calicoes that sparked the Industrial Revolution, The Golden
Thread weaves an illuminating story of human ingenuity. Design journalist Kassia St. Clair
guides us through the technological advancements and cultural customs that would redefi ne
human civilization—from the fabric that allowed mankind to achieve extraordinary things
(traverse the oceans and shatter athletic records) and survive in unlikely places (outer space
and the South Pole). She peoples her story with a motley cast of characters, including Xiling,
the ancient Chinese empress credited with inventing silk, to Richard the Lionhearted and Bing
Crosby. Offering insights into the economic and social dimensions of clothmaking—and
countering the enduring, often demeaning, association of textiles as “merely women’s
work”—The Golden Thread offers an alternative guide to our past, present, and future.
From Finland to Newfoundland and Jelling to Jerusalem, follow in the wake of the Vikings—a
transformative story of a people that begins with paganism and ends in Christendom. In AD
800, the Scandinavians were just barbarians in longships. Though they held sway in the north,
their power meant little more than the ability to pillage and plunder, which they did to bolster
their status at home. But as these Norse warriors left their strongholds to trade, raid, and settle
across wide areas of Europe, Asia, and the North Atlantic, their violent and predatory culture
left a unique imprint on medieval history. The twist that no one predicted, however, was a
much slower, insidious takeover than any the Vikings would execute, and by a turn of the tide,
they themselves became its target. For as they made their mark on Europe, Europe made its
mark on them. By the year 1200, what remained of the Vikings’ pagan origins floated beneath
the surface and the strong, strange territories of the north had become a part of Latin
Christendom. Northmen is there to tell the tale, to pay homage to what was lost and celebrate
what was won. Focusing on key events, including the sack of Lindisfarne in 793 and the Battle
of Stamford Bridge in 1066, medieval history expert John Haywood recounts the saga of the
Viking Age, from the creation of the world through to the dwindling years of halfhearted raids
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and elegiac storytelling in the thirteenth century. He does so with meticulous research,
engaging narrative, and sensitivity for his subject, shedding light and blood along the way.
The Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Germanic tribes, Goths, and other Germanic-speaking tribes are
renowned today in myth, legend, and popular culture. But how did they live? What did they
wear? How did they worship? What did they eat? And how did their traditional ways of life
reflect their spiritual beliefs? Heathen Garb and Gear takes you on a tour of the world that our
forebears knew. More importantly, it shows you how their ways of dressing and living-from
weaving woolen cloth and cooking food, to making music and taking steam baths-are reflected
in the myths and traditions that have come down to us. Anyone who's ever wanted to wear
Viking clothing, or serve authentic Viking feasts, will find plenty of practical tips here. But even
if you're not interested in re-enacting the old ways, you'll find much vital information and
inspiration for the practice of Heathenry as a living religious tradition.
Why is it that encyclopedias assert the Vikings, or Norsemen, landed in parts of North America,
yet the Vikings have never been credited with its "discovery"? Historians bestow this honor on
Christopher Columbus, who ventured here five hundred years after the Vikings, having never
set foot on the continent! True Myth: Black Vikings of the Middle Ages takes the reader where
he or she has never been before. We have always been told that Vikings, or Norsemen, were
tall, blond, white and blue-eyed--an image that has been presented to us in books and films.
Now comes a book that challenges this centuries-old assertion, presenting evidence that these
vaunted warriors were not the people popular historians have told us they were. The author
presents evidence that white-skinned peoples in England, Ireland, and Wales referred to
Vikings as black pagans and black devils. The extent of their dominance in Europe is
examined--in fact, the author presents a reassessment of Europe that some readers will find
difficult to believe, beginning with man's migrations into the continent and examining a number
of black-skinned peoples who called Europe home from very ancient times almost to the
present. The reader has never read a book like this--filled with quotations from noted historians
as well as from several Icelandic sagas--that will take the reader on a journey he or she has
never imagined! A more accurate picture of Europe has never been presented before. The
writer revisits the last ice age, presents evidence of the heavy presence of blacks in ancient
Europe, and revisits ancient Greece, Rome, and areas of Asia, discussing the presence of
black-skinned peoples in them before arriving in Viking-age Scandinavia when Norsemen
embarked on a three-century-long assault on the continent and began migrating to Iceland and
other areas of North America. Once the reader has completed True Myth: Black Vikings of the
Middle Ages, he or she will have to question what he or she has been taught, historians once
thought to be trustworthy, and the notion that the races were strictly divided and had never
intermingled. There has never been a truer picture of Europe written, and the reader now has
the opportunity to embark on the most thrilling journey he or she will ever take.
"A 22-volume, highly illustrated, A-Z general encyclopedia for all ages, featuring sections on
how to use World Book, other research aids, pronunciation key, a student guide to better
writing, speaking, and research skills, and comprehensive index"-IN THE VIKING REALM BRAVERY IS MET WITH BATTLENora and Frederick travel fivehundred years back in time to Arres, a world before the Vikings undertaking a perilous journey
through the heart of the City of Assassins to claim the assassin weapons. But dark forces and
deadly creatures work against them and together they must outsmart their enemies and return
to the Triangle. Defying orders from the Empire and the Republic upon their return Nora and
Frederick become fugitives. Soon Viking raiders from both dynasties hunt the two outlaws as
they flee across the Forbidden Areas seeking alliances from other races. But the ferocious
Lord Nourusa leader of the Republic, Emperor Magnus and most heartbreakingly of all Helena
- Nora's best friend and Orkeney ally to their enemies work against them. With the map that
leads to the nine worlds tattooed on her back Nora poses a great threat to her enemies as the
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decision she is about to make will change the world of the Vikings forever.
Intrigue. Disease. Adventure. War. Invention. Famine. This is the story of how humankind
emerged from the Dark Ages prepared for the coming age of enlightenment. There is a good
reason why many fantasy epics are based on events in the Middle Ages. For nearly a
thousand years, people battled nature, disease, and each other to survive.Visionaries laid the
foundations that today's world is built upon and their inventions and innovations gave rise to
literacy, education, medicine, engineering and more. Explorers opened trade to foreign lands
and flooded Europe with luxuries including silk, tea, and gold. Nearly half a million people died
of the black plague. The feudal system failed, and aristocratic power dwindled. In Medieval
History - Including: The Holy Roman Empire, Vikings, The Crusades, and Columbus Reaching
the New World. Overview of What Shaped the History of the Medieval World you'll get a quick
trip through the turbulent Middle Ages that is sure to inspire deeper study. You'll: - Follow the
progress of the Romans, Vikings, Arabs, and Emperors whose conquests and defeat shaped
the world. - Learn about the Sultans, Philosophers, Traders, and Crusaders who laid the
foundations for technological and philosophical progress. - Watch the devastation of Europe as
famine, disease, and war swept across the continent. - Join adventurers and explorers as they
sail the world's oceans, chart new lands, and exploit them. By the end of this quick trip, you'll
have a better understanding how such a turbulent period led to the Golden Age that followed.

The majority of literature about the Viking period, based on artifacts or written
sources, covers battles, kings, chiefs and mercenaries, long distance travel and
colonization, trade, and settlement. Less is said about the life of those that stayed
at home or those that immigrated into Scandinavia, whether voluntarily or by
force. This book uses results from the examination of a substantial corpus of
Swedish osteological material to discuss aspects of demography and health in
the Viking period – those which would have been visible and recognizable in the
faces or physical appearances of the individuals concerned. It explores the
effects of migration, from the spread of new diseases such as leprosy to patterns
of movement and integration of immigrants into society. The skeletal material
also allows the study of levels of violence, attitudes towards disablement, and the
care provided by Viking communities. An overview of the worldwide phenomenon
of modified teeth also gives insight into the practice of deliberate physical
embellishment and body modification. The interdisciplinary approach to questions
regarding ordinary life presented here will broaden the knowledge about society
during the Viking Age. The synthesis of the Swedish unburnt human skeletal
remains dated to the Viking age will be a valuable resource for future research
and provides an in-depth view on Viking age society.
A TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 'As brilliant a history of the Vikings as one
could possibly hope to read' Tom Holland The 'Viking Age' is traditionally held to
begin in June 793 when Scandinavian raiders attacked the monastery of
Lindisfarne in Northumbria, and to end in September 1066, when King Harald
Hardrada of Norway died leading the charge against the English line at the Battle
of Stamford Bridge. This book, the most wide-ranging and comprehensive
assessment of the current state of our knowledge, takes a refreshingly different
view. It shows that the Viking expansion began generations before the
Lindisfarne raid, and traces Scandinavian history back centuries further to see
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how these people came to be who they were. The narrative ranges across the
whole of the Viking diaspora, from Vinland on the eastern American seaboard to
Constantinople and Uzbekistan, with contacts as far away as China. Based on
the latest archaeology, it explores the complex origins of the Viking phenomenon
and traces the seismic shifts in Scandinavian society that resulted from an
economy geared to maritime war. Some of its most striking discoveries include
the central role of slavery in Viking life and trade, and the previously unsuspected
pirate communities and family migrations that were part of the Viking 'armies' not least in England. Especially, Neil Price takes us inside the Norse mind and
spirit-world, and across their borders of identity and gender, to reveal startlingly
different Vikings to the barbarian marauders of stereotype. He cuts through
centuries of received wisdom to try to see the Vikings as they saw themselves descendants of the first human couple, the Children of Ash and Elm. Healso
reminds us of the simultaneous familiarity and strangeness of the past, of how
much we cannot know, alongside the discoveries that change the landscape of
our understanding. This is an eye-opening and surprisingly moving book.
In the past, textile production was a key part of all ancient societies. The Ancient
Near East stands out in this respect with the overwhelming amount of
documentation both in terms of raw materials, line of production, and the
distribution of finished products. The thirteen intriguing chapters in Textile
Production and Consumption in the Ancient Near East describe the
developments and changes from household to standardised, industrialised and
centralised productions which take place in the region. They discuss the
economic, social and cultural impact of textiles on ancient society through the
application of textile tool studies, experimental testing, context studies and
epigraphical as well as iconographical sources. Together they demonstrate that
the textile industries, production, technology, consumption and innovations are
crucial to, and therefore provide an in-depth view of ancient societies during this
period. Geographically the contributions cover Anatolia, the Levant, Syria, the
Assyrian heartland, Sumer, and Egypt.
Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a revelatory new
history of the world, promising to destabilize notions of where we come from and
where we are headed next. From the Middle East and its political instability to
China and its economic rise, the vast region stretching eastward from the
Balkans across the steppe and South Asia has been thrust into the global
spotlight in recent years. Frankopan teaches us that to understand what is at
stake for the cities and nations built on these intricate trade routes, we must first
understand their astounding pasts. Frankopan realigns our understanding of the
world, pointing us eastward. It was on the Silk Roads that East and West first
encountered each other through trade and conquest, leading to the spread of
ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of empires to the spread of
Buddhism and the advent of Christianity and Islam, right up to the great wars of
the twentieth century—this book shows how the fate of the West has always been
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inextricably linked to the East. Also available: The New Silk Roads, a timely
exploration of the dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right
now—as seen from the perspective of the rising powers of the East.
Archaeologists and textile historians bring together 16 papers to investigate the
production, trade and consumption of textiles in Scandinavia and across parts of
northern and Mediterranean Europe throughout the medieval period.
Archaeological evidence is used to demonstrate the existence or otherwise of
international trade and to examine the physical characteristics of textiles and their
distribution in order to understand who was producing, using and trading them
and what they were being used for. Historical evidence, mainly textual, is
employed to link textile names to places, numbers and prices and thus provide
an appreciation of changing economics, patterns of distribution and the
organisation of trade. Different types and qualities of cloths are discussed and
the social implications of their production and import/export considered against a
developing background of urbanism and increasing commercial wealth.
The first complete history of Central Eurasia from ancient times to the present
day, Empires of the Silk Road represents a fundamental rethinking of the origins,
history, and significance of this major world region. Christopher Beckwith
describes the rise and fall of the great Central Eurasian empires, including those
of the Scythians, Attila the Hun, the Turks and Tibetans, and Genghis Khan and
the Mongols. In addition, he explains why the heartland of Central Eurasia led the
world economically, scientifically, and artistically for many centuries despite
invasions by Persians, Greeks, Arabs, Chinese, and others. In retelling the story
of the Old World from the perspective of Central Eurasia, Beckwith provides a
new understanding of the internal and external dynamics of the Central Eurasian
states and shows how their people repeatedly revolutionized Eurasian
civilization. Beckwith recounts the Indo-Europeans' migration out of Central
Eurasia, their mixture with local peoples, and the resulting development of the
Graeco-Roman, Persian, Indian, and Chinese civilizations; he details the basis
for the thriving economy of premodern Central Eurasia, the economy's
disintegration following the region's partition by the Chinese and Russians in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the damaging of Central Eurasian
culture by Modernism; and he discusses the significance for world history of the
partial reemergence of Central Eurasian nations after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Empires of the Silk Road places Central Eurasia within a world historical
framework and demonstrates why the region is central to understanding the
history of civilization.
Histories of the Unexpected not only presents a new way of thinking about the
past, but also reveals the world around us as never before. Traditionally, the
Vikings have been understood in a straightforward way - but the period really
comes alive if you take an unexpected approach to its history. Yes, ships, raiding
and trade have a fascinating history... but so too do hair, break-ins, toys, teeth,
mischief, luck and silk! Each of these subjects is equally fascinating in its own
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right, and each sheds new light on the traditional subjects and themes that we
think we know so well.
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