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Presents the history of slavery in America from colonial times through the U.S.
Civil War.
Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from the Organization of American
Historians Winner of the 2015 Sidney Hillman Prize A groundbreaking history
demonstrating that America's economic supremacy was built on the backs of
slaves Americans tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern institution -- the nation's
original sin, perhaps, but isolated in time and divorced from America's later
success. But to do so robs the millions who suffered in bondage of their full
legacy. As historian Edward E. Baptist reveals in The Half Has Never Been Told,
the expansion of slavery in the first eight decades after American independence
drove the evolution and modernization of the United States. In the span of a
single lifetime, the South grew from a narrow coastal strip of worn-out tobacco
plantations to a continental cotton empire, and the United States grew into a
modern, industrial, and capitalist economy. Told through intimate slave
narratives, plantation records, newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has Never Been Told offers a
radical new interpretation of American history.
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"... updated to address a decade of new scholarship, the book includes a new
preface, afterword, and revised and expanded bibliographic essay."--from
publisher description.
Slavery is one of the central, most enduringly significant facts of U.S. history. It
loomed like a dark cloud over the country’s birth at the Constitutional Convention
in 1787 and shaped the most important nodes of American history before the
Civil War. Even today, the country continues to debate its past as it relates to
slavery, and the political and geographic contours of human bondage endure into
the twenty-first century. In a deeply researched, wide-ranging book, retired
journalist Ben McNitt tells the story of how slavery shaped American politics—and
indeed the American story—from the Founding until the Civil War. McNitt’s sharp
narrative covers people and events that still resonate: Thomas Jefferson, John
Calhoun, Andrew Jackson, the slave revolts of Denmark Vesey and Nat Turner,
the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850, Harriet Tubman,
Frederick Douglass, abolitionists like William Lloyd Garrison and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, John Brown and Harpers Ferry, fire-eating secessionists, and the rise of
Abraham Lincoln to the presidency. No other single work covers this topic as
comprehensively and accessibly.
The author of this title integrates the history of slavery into the larger story of
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American life. He demonstrates how enslaved black people, by adapting to
changing circumstances, prepared for the moment when they could seize liberty
and declare themselves the 'Freedom Generation'.
Slavery and the Atlantic slave trade are among the most heinous crimes against
humanity committed in the modern era. Yet, to this day no former slave society in
the Americas has paid reparations to former slaves or their descendants.
European countries have never compensated their former colonies in the
Americas, whose wealth relied on slave labor, to a greater or lesser extent.
Likewise, no African nation ever obtained any form of reparations for the Atlantic
slave trade. Ana Lucia Araujo argues that these calls for reparations are not only
not dead, but have a long and persevering history. She persuasively
demonstrates that since the 18th century, enslaved and freed individuals started
conceptualizing the idea of reparations in petitions, correspondences, pamphlets,
public speeches, slave narratives, and judicial claims, written in English, French,
Spanish, and Portuguese. In different periods, despite the legality of slavery,
slaves and freed people were conscious of having been victims of a great
injustice. This is the first book to offer a transnational narrative history of the
financial, material, and symbolic reparations for slavery and the Atlantic slave
trade. Drawing from the voices of various social actors who identified themselves
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as the victims of the Atlantic slave trade and slavery, Araujo illuminates the
multiple dimensions of the demands of reparations, including the period of
slavery, the emancipation era, the post-abolition period, and the present.
'Slavery and the Democratic Conscience' explains how northern men both
confronted and accommodated slavery as they joined the Democratic-Republican
cause.
Examines the continued emotional, economic, and cultural enslavement of
African Americans in the twenty-first century.
An extraordinary year in which American democracy and American slavery emerged hand in
hand Along the banks of the James River, Virginia, during an oppressively hot spell in the
middle of summer 1619, two events occurred within a few weeks of each other that would
profoundly shape the course of history. In the newly built church at Jamestown, the General
Assembly--the first gathering of a representative governing body in America--came together. A
few weeks later, a battered privateer entered the Chesapeake Bay carrying the first African
slaves to land on mainland English America. In 1619, historian James Horn sheds new light on
the year that gave birth to the great paradox of our nation: slavery in the midst of freedom. This
portentous year marked both the origin of the most important political development in American
history, the rise of democracy, and the emergence of what would in time become one of the
nation's greatest challenges: the corrosive legacy of racial inequality that has afflicted America
since its beginning.
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Invites readers to revisit the past and see what it was like to grow up as a slave in America.
In the thirty-five years before the Civil War, it became increasingly difficult for Americans
outside the world of politics to have frank and open discussions about the institution of slavery,
as divisive sectionalism and heated ideological rhetoric circumscribed public debate. To talk
about slavery was to explore--or deny--its obvious shortcomings, its inhumanity, its
contradictions. To celebrate it required explaining away the nation's proclaimed belief in
equality and its public promise of rights for all, while to condemn it was to insult people who
might be related by ties of blood, friendship, or business, and perhaps even to threaten the
very economy and political stability of the nation. For this reason, Paul D. Naish argues,
Americans displaced their most provocative criticisms and darkest fears about the institution
onto Latin America. Naish bolsters this seemingly counterintuitive argument with a compelling
focus on realms of public expression that have drawn sparse attention in previous scholarship
on this era. In novels, diaries, correspondence, and scientific writings, he contends, the heat
and bluster of the political arena was muted, and discussions of slavery staged in these
venues often turned their attention south of the Rio Grande. At once familiar and foreign, Cuba,
Brazil, Haiti, and the independent republics of Spanish America provided rhetorical landscapes
about which everyday citizens could speak, through both outright comparisons or implicit
metaphors, what might otherwise be unsayable when talking about slavery at home. At a time
of ominous sectional fracture, Americans of many persuasions--Northerners and Southerners,
Whigs and Democrats, scholars secure in their libraries and settlers vulnerable on the Mexican
frontier--found unity in their disparagement of Latin America. This displacement of anxiety
helped create a superficial feeling of nationalism as the country careened toward disunity of
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the most violent, politically charged, and consequential sort.
Who were the first American Slaves? More importantly, who started slavery? Know the
answers to these interesting questions and more by going over the pages of this history book.
Learning history can be a lot of fun if a child is equipped with interesting and appropriate
resources. Say “YES” to self-paced learning. Get your hands on a copy of this book today!
New York Times Bestseller • TIME Magazine’s Best Nonfiction Book of 2018 • New York
Public Library’s Best Book of 2018 • NPR’s Book Concierge Best Book of 2018 • Economist
Book of the Year • SELF.com’s Best Books of 2018 • Audible’s Best of the Year •
BookRiot’s Best Audio Books of 2018 • The Atlantic’s Books Briefing: History, Reconsidered
• Atlanta Journal Constitution, Best Southern Books 2018 • The Christian Science Monitor’s
Best Books 2018 • “A profound impact on Hurston’s literary legacy.”—New York Times “One
of the greatest writers of our time.”—Toni Morrison “Zora Neale Hurston’s genius has once
again produced a Maestrapiece.”—Alice Walker A major literary event: a newly published work
from the author of the American classic Their Eyes Were Watching God, with a foreword from
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alice Walker, brilliantly illuminates the horror and injustices of
slavery as it tells the true story of one of the last-known survivors of the Atlantic slave
trade—abducted from Africa on the last "Black Cargo" ship to arrive in the United States. In
1927, Zora Neale Hurston went to Plateau, Alabama, just outside Mobile, to interview eightysix-year-old Cudjo Lewis. Of the millions of men, women, and children transported from Africa
to America as slaves, Cudjo was then the only person alive to tell the story of this integral part
of the nation’s history. Hurston was there to record Cudjo’s firsthand account of the raid that
led to his capture and bondage fifty years after the Atlantic slave trade was outlawed in the
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United States. In 1931, Hurston returned to Plateau, the African-centric community three miles
from Mobile founded by Cudjo and other former slaves from his ship. Spending more than
three months there, she talked in depth with Cudjo about the details of his life. During those
weeks, the young writer and the elderly formerly enslaved man ate peaches and watermelon
that grew in the backyard and talked about Cudjo’s past—memories from his childhood in
Africa, the horrors of being captured and held in a barracoon for selection by American slavers,
the harrowing experience of the Middle Passage packed with more than 100 other souls
aboard the Clotilda, and the years he spent in slavery until the end of the Civil War. Based on
those interviews, featuring Cudjo’s unique vernacular, and written from Hurston’s perspective
with the compassion and singular style that have made her one of the preeminent American
authors of the twentieth-century, Barracoon masterfully illustrates the tragedy of slavery and of
one life forever defined by it. Offering insight into the pernicious legacy that continues to haunt
us all, black and white, this poignant and powerful work is an invaluable contribution to our
shared history and culture.
"This short introduction to American slavery begins with the Portuguese capture of Africans in
the 1400s and, drawing upon the scholarship of numerous historians as well as the analysis of
primary documents, explores the development of slavery in the American colonies and later,
the United States of America. It analyzes early legislation in Virginia that differentiated Indians
and Africans from Europeans and began the process of stratifying society based on racial
categories. Unlike some recent scholarship, it is attentive to the actual labor that enslaved
people performed, reminding us that more than anything else, slavery was a system of forced
labor that produced wealth for a new nation. And, it considers the tensions that arose between
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enslaved and enslavers as they interacted with one another, exerting control and undermining
efforts at domination. Throughout, it explores slavery within the context of moral contradiction
that included the development of an ideology that valorized freedom alongside a practice and
justification of slavery that deemed inferior and denied freedom to a large swath of the
population. The book explores conflicts between abolitionists who worked to eliminate slavery
and pro-slavery advocates who worked doggedly to sustain the power and wealth they derived
from the institution. It ends with the abolition of slavery in America following the Civil War"-"Thoughtful, suggestive and highly readable."—New York Times Book Review In the American
Revolution, Virginians were the most eloquent spokesmen for freedom and quality. George
Washington led the Americans in battle against British oppression. Thomas Jefferson led them
in declaring independence. Virginians drafted not only the Declaration but also the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights; they were elected to the presidency of the United States under that
Constitution for thirty-two of the first thirty-six years of its existence. They were all slaveholders.
In the new preface Edmund S. Morgan writes: "Human relations among us still suffer from the
former enslavement of a large portion of our predecessors. The freedom of the free, the growth
of freedom experienced in the American Revolution depended more than we like to admit on
the enslavement of more than 20 percent of us at that time. How republican freedom came to
be supported, at least in large part, by its opposite, slavery, is the subject of this book.
American Slavery, American Freedom is a study of the tragic contradiction at the core of
America. Morgan finds the keys to this central paradox, "the marriage of slavery and freedom,"
in the people and the politics of the state that was both the birthplace of the Revolution and the
largest slaveholding state in the country.
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It is the best known book about American slavery, and was so incendiary upon its first
publication in 1852 that it actually ignited the social flames that led to Civil War less than a
decade later. What began as a series of sketches for the Cincinnati abolitionist newspaper The
National Era scandalized the North, was banned in the South, and ultimately became the
bestselling novel of the 19th century. Today, controversy over this melodramatic tale of the
dignified slave Tom, the brutal plantation owner Simon Legree, and Stowe's other vividly drawn
characters continues, as modern scholars debate the work's newly appreciated feminist
undertones and others decry it as the source of enduring stereotypes about African Americans.
As one of the most influential books in U.S. history, it deserves to be read by all students of
literature and of the American story. American abolitionist and author HARRIET BEECHER
STOWE (1811-1896) was born in Connecticut, daughter of a Congregationalist minister and
sister to abolitionist theologian Henry Ward Beecher. She wrote more than two dozen books,
both fiction and nonfiction.

Instant #1 New York Times bestseller. "The Atlantic writer drafts a history of
slavery in this country unlike anything you’ve read before” (Entertainment
Weekly). Beginning in his hometown of New Orleans, Clint Smith leads the
reader on an unforgettable tour of monuments and landmarks—those that are
honest about the past and those that are not—that offer an intergenerational story
of how slavery has been central in shaping our nation’s collective history, and
ourselves. It is the story of the Monticello Plantation in Virginia, the estate where
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Thomas Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent need for liberty while
enslaving more than four hundred people. It is the story of the Whitney
Plantation, one of the only former plantations devoted to preserving the
experience of the enslaved people whose lives and work sustained it. It is the
story of Angola, a former plantation–turned–maximum-security prison in
Louisiana that is filled with Black men who work across the 18,000-acre land for
virtually no pay. And it is the story of Blandford Cemetery, the final resting place
of tens of thousands of Confederate soldiers. A deeply researched and
transporting exploration of the legacy of slavery and its imprint on centuries of
American history, How the Word Is Passed illustrates how some of our country’s
most essential stories are hidden in plain view—whether in places we might drive
by on our way to work, holidays such as Juneteenth, or entire neighborhoods like
downtown Manhattan, where the brutal history of the trade in enslaved men,
women, and children has been deeply imprinted. Informed by scholarship and
brought to life by the story of people living today, Smith’s debut work of
nonfiction is a landmark of reflection and insight that offers a new understanding
of the hopeful role that memory and history can play in making sense of our
country and how it has come to be.
Designed specially for undergraduate course use, this new textbook is both an
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introduction to the study of American slavery and a reader of core texts on the
subject. No other volume that combines both primary and secondary readings
covers such a span of time--from the early seventeenth century to the Civil War.
The book begins with a substantial introduction to the entire volume that gives an
overview of slavery in North America. Each of the twelve chapters that follow has
an introduction that discusses the leading secondary books and articles on the
topic in question, followed by an essay and three primary documents. Questions
for further study and discussion are included in the chapter introduction, while
further readings are suggested in the chapter bibliography. Topics covered
include slave culture, the slave-based economy, slavery and the law, slave
resistance, pro-slavery ideology, abolition, and emancipation. The essays, by
such eminent historians as Drew Gilpin Faust, Don E. Fehrenbacher, Eric Foner,
John Hope Franklin, and Sylvia R. Frey, have been selected for their teaching
value and ability to provoke discussion. Drawing on black and white, male and
female experiences, the primary documents come from a wide variety of sources:
diaries, letters, laws, debates, oral testimonies, travelers’ accounts, inventories,
journals, autobiographies, petitions, and novels.
Published in 1839 and edited by abolitionist Theodore Dwight Weld, this work
presents hundreds of primary-source accounts of the reality of slavery in the
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American South.The book's first section collects vivid first-person accounts by
former slaves of their lives in slavery. In the second part, Weld offers page after
page of stark quotationssome as short as a single sentencefrom various
Southern periodicals that illustrate in graphic detail the bondage, floggings,
maimings and other horrors endured by slaves. Weld also presents and dissects
various pro-slavery arguments. Distributed by the American Anti-Slavery Society,
American Slavery As It Is was second only to Uncle Tom's Cabin for its impact on
the anti-slavery movement in the United States.
Traces the rise and development of the slave trade, describes how it changed
over the centuries, and discusses the end of the Atlantic trade, the legal status of
slaves and traders, and slave sales in the United States.
A New York Times Editor’s Choice "This book is an original achievement, the
kind of history that chastens our historical memory as it makes us wiser." —David
W. Blight Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize Widely hailed as a “powerfully written”
history about America’s beginnings (Annette Gordon-Reed), New England
Bound fundamentally changes the story of America’s seventeenth-century
origins. Building on the works of giants like Bernard Bailyn and Edmund S.
Morgan, Wendy Warren has not only “mastered that scholarship” but has now
rendered it in “an original way, and deepened the story” (New York Times Book
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Review). While earlier histories of slavery largely confine themselves to the
South, Warren’s “panoptical exploration” (Christian Science Monitor) links the
growth of the northern colonies to the slave trade and examines the complicity of
New England’s leading families, demonstrating how the region’s economy
derived its vitality from the slave trading ships coursing through its ports. And
even while New England Bound explains the way in which the Atlantic slave
trade drove the colonization of New England, it also brings to light, in many cases
for the first time ever, the lives of the thousands of reluctant Indian and African
slaves who found themselves forced into the project of building that city on a hill.
We encounter enslaved Africans working side jobs as con artists, enslaved
Indians who protested their banishment to sugar islands, enslaved Africans who
set fire to their owners’ homes and goods, and enslaved Africans who saved
their owners’ lives. In Warren’s meticulous, compelling, and hard-won recovery
of such forgotten lives, the true variety of chattel slavery in the Americas comes
to light, and New England Bound becomes the new standard for understanding
colonial America.
The abolition of Russian serfdom in 1861 and American slavery in 1865
transformed both nations as Russian peasants and African Americans gained
new rights as subjects and citizens. During the second half of the long nineteenth
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century, Americans and Russians responded to these societal transformations
through a fascinating array of new cultural productions. Analyzing portrayals of
African Americans and Russian serfs in oil paintings, advertisements, fiction,
poetry, and ephemera housed in American and Russian archives, Amanda
Brickell Bellows argues that these widely circulated depictions shaped collective
memory of slavery and serfdom, affected the development of national
consciousness, and influenced public opinion as peasants and freedpeople
strove to exercise their newfound rights. While acknowledging the core
differences between chattel slavery and serfdom, as well as the distinctions
between each nation's post-emancipation era, Bellows highlights striking
similarities between representations of slaves and serfs that were produced by
elites in both nations as they sought to uphold a patriarchal vision of society.
Russian peasants and African American freedpeople countered simplistic,
paternalistic, and racist depictions by producing dignified self-representations of
their traditions, communities, and accomplishments. This book provides an
important reconsideration of post-emancipation assimilation, race, class, and
political power.
"The black experience in the antebellum South has been thoroughly
documented. But histories set in the North are few. In the Shadow of Slavery,
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then, is a big and ambitious book, one in which insights about race and class in
New York City abound. Leslie Harris has masterfully brought more than two
centuries of African American history back to life in this illuminating new
work."—David Roediger, author of The Wages of Whiteness In 1991 in lower
Manhattan, a team of construction workers made an astonishing discovery. Just
two blocks from City Hall, under twenty feet of asphalt, concrete, and rubble, lay
the remains of an eighteenth-century "Negro Burial Ground." Closed in 1790 and
covered over by roads and buildings throughout the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, the site turned out to be the largest such find in North America,
containing the remains of as many as 20,000 African Americans. The graves
revealed to New Yorkers and the nation an aspect of American history long
hidden: the vast number of enslaved blacks who labored to create our nation's
largest city. In the Shadow of Slavery lays bare this history of African Americans
in New York City, starting with the arrival of the first slaves in 1626, moving
through the turbulent years before emancipation in 1827, and culminating in one
of the most terrifying displays of racism in U.S. history, the New York City Draft
Riots of 1863. Drawing on extensive travel accounts, autobiographies,
newspapers, literature, and organizational records, Leslie M. Harris extends
beyond prior studies of racial discrimination by tracing the undeniable impact of
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African Americans on class, politics, and community formation and by offering
vivid portraits of the lives and aspirations of countless black New Yorkers. Written
with clarity and grace, In the Shadow of Slavery is an ambitious new work that
will prove indispensable to historians of the African American experience, as well
as anyone interested in the history of New York City.
Distinguished scholar Betty Wood clearly explains the evolution of the
transatlantic slave trade and compares the regional social and economic forces
that affected the growth of slavery in early America. In addition, Wood provides a
window into the reality of slavery, presenting a true picture of daily life throughout
the colonies.
Chronicles the lives of Africans as slaves in America through the eve of the Civil War
Slavery existed in North America long before the first Africans arrived at Jamestown in 1619.
For centuries, from the pre-Columbian era through the 1840s, Native Americans took prisoners
of war and killed, adopted, or enslaved them. Christina Snyder’s pathbreaking book takes a
familiar setting for bondage, the American South, and places Native Americans at the center of
her engrossing story.
Written as a narrative history of slavery within the United States, Unrequited Toil details how
an institution that seemed to be disappearing at the end of the American Revolution rose to
become the most contested and valuable economic interest in the nation by 1850. Calvin
Schermerhorn charts changes in the family lives of enslaved Americans, exploring the broader
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processes of nation-building in the United States, growth and intensification of national and
international markets, the institutionalization of chattel slavery, and the growing relevance of
race in the politics and society of the republic. In chapters organized chronologically,
Schermerhorn argues that American economic development relied upon African Americans'
social reproduction while simultaneously destroying their intergenerational cultural continuity.
He explores the personal narratives of enslaved people and develops themes such as politics,
economics, labor, literature, rebellion, and social conditions.
Today most Americans, black and white, identify slavery with cotton, the deep South, and the
African-American church. But at the beginning of the nineteenth century, after almost two
hundred years of African-American life in mainland North America, few slaves grew cotton,
lived in the deep South, or embraced Christianity. Many Thousands Gone traces the evolution
of black society from the first arrivals in the early seventeenth century through the Revolution.
In telling their story, Ira Berlin, a leading historian of southern and African-American life,
reintegrates slaves into the history of the American working class and into the tapestry of our
nation. Laboring as field hands on tobacco and rice plantations, as skilled artisans in port
cities, or soldiers along the frontier, generation after generation of African Americans struggled
to create a world of their own in circumstances not of their own making. In a panoramic view
that stretches from the North to the Chesapeake Bay and Carolina lowcountry to the
Mississippi Valley, Many Thousands Gone reveals the diverse forms that slavery and freedom
assumed before cotton was king. We witness the transformation that occurred as the first
generations of creole slaves--who worked alongside their owners, free blacks, and indentured
whites--gave way to the plantation generations, whose back-breaking labor was the sole
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engine of their society and whose physical and linguistic isolation sustained African traditions
on American soil. As the nature of the slaves' labor changed with place and time, so did the
relationship between slave and master, and between slave and society. In this fresh and vivid
interpretation, Berlin demonstrates that the meaning of slavery and of race itself was
continually renegotiated and redefined, as the nation lurched toward political and economic
independence and grappled with the Enlightenment ideals that had inspired its birth.
A Pulitzer Prize-winning history of the mistreatment of black Americans. In this 'precise and
eloquent work' - as described in its Pulitzer Prize citation - Douglas A. Blackmon brings to light
one of the most shameful chapters in American history - an 'Age of Neoslavery' that thrived in
the aftermath of the Civil War through the dawn of World War II. Using a vast record of original
documents and personal narratives, Blackmon unearths the lost stories of slaves and their
descendants who journeyed into freedom after the Emancipation Proclamation and then back
into the shadow of involuntary servitude thereafter. By turns moving, sobering and shocking,
this unprecedented account reveals these stories, the companies that profited the most from
neoslavery, and the insidious legacy of racism that reverberates today.
American Slavery, Atlantic Slavery, and Beyond provides an up-to-date summary of past and
present views of American slavery in international perspective and suggests new directions for
current and future comparative scholarship. It argues that we can better understand the nature
and meaning of American slavery and antislavery if we place them clearly within a EuroAmerican context. Current scholarship on American slavery acknowledges the importance of
the continental and Atlantic dimensions of the historical phenomenon, comparing it often with
slavery in the Caribbean and Latin America. However, since the 1980s, a handful of studies
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has looked further and has compared American slavery with European forms of unfree and
nominally free labor. Building on this innovative scholarship, this book treats the U.S. "peculiar
institution" as part of both an Atlantic and a wider Euro-American world. It shows how the EuroAmerican context is no less crucial than the Atlantic one in understanding colonial slavery and
the American Revolution in an age of global enlightenment, reformism, and revolutionary
upheavals; the Cotton Kingdom's heyday in a world of systems of unfree labor; and the making
of radical Abolitionism and the occurrence of the American Civil War at a time when nationalist
ideologies and nation-building movements were widespread.
Describes the history of slavery in the United States, from colonial times to the end of the Civil
War, and includes information on the slave trade, the Underground Railroad, and the lives of
African Americans after emancipation.
The history of slavery is central to understanding the history of the United States. Slavery and
the Making of America offers a richly illustrated, vividly written history that illuminates the
human side of this inhumane institution, presenting it largely through stories of the slaves
themselves. Readers will discover a wide ranging and sharply nuanced look at American
slavery, from the first Africans brought to British colonies in the early seventeenth century to
the end of Reconstruction. The authors document the horrors of slavery, particularly in the
deep South, and describe the valiant struggles to escape bondage, from dramatic tales of
slaves such as William and Ellen Craft to Dred Scott's doomed attempt to win his freedom
through the Supreme Court. We see how slavery set our nation on the road of violence, from
bloody riots that broke out in American cities over fugitive slaves, to the cataclysm of the Civil
War. Along the way, readers meet such individuals as "Black Sam" Fraunces, a West Indian
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mulatto who owned the Queen's Head Tavern in New York City, a key meeting place for
revolutionaries in the 1760s and 1770s and Sergeant William H. Carney, who won the
Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery at the crucial assault on Fort Wagner duringthe
Civil War as well as Benjamin "Pap" Singleton, a former slave who led freed African Americans
to a new life on the American frontier.
A brilliant and surprising account of the coming of the American Civil War, showing the crucial
role of slaves who escaped to Mexico. The Underground Railroad to the North promised
salvation to many American slaves before the Civil War. But thousands of people in the southcentral United States escaped slavery not by heading north but by crossing the southern
border into Mexico, where slavery was abolished in 1837. In South to Freedom, historianAlice
L. Baumgartner tells the story of why Mexico abolished slavery and how its increasingly radical
antislavery policies fueled the sectional crisis in the United States. Southerners hoped that
annexing Texas and invading Mexico in the 1840s would stop runaways and secure slavery's
future. Instead, the seizure of Alta California and Nuevo México upset the delicate political
balance between free and slave states. This is a revelatory and essential new perspective on
antebellum America and the causes of the Civil War.
Slave Country tells the tragic story of the expansion of slavery in the new United States. In the
wake of the American Revolution, slavery gradually disappeared from the northern states and
the importation of captive Africans was prohibited. Yet, at the same time, the country's slave
population grew, new plantation crops appeared, and several new slave states joined the
Union. Adam Rothman explores how slavery flourished in a new nation dedicated to the
principle of equality among free men, and reveals the enormous consequences of U.S.
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expansion into the region that became the Deep South. Rothman maps the combination of
transatlantic capitalism and American nationalism that provoked a massive forced migration of
slaves into Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi. He tells the fascinating story of collaboration
and conflict among the diverse European, African, and indigenous peoples who inhabited the
Deep South during the Jeffersonian era, and who turned the region into the most dynamic
slave system of the Atlantic world. Paying close attention to dramatic episodes of resistance,
rebellion, and war, Rothman exposes the terrible violence that haunted the Jeffersonian vision
of republican expansion across the American continent. Slave Country combines political,
economic, military, and social history in an elegant narrative that illuminates the perilous
relation between freedom and slavery in the early United States. This book is essential reading
for anyone interested in an honest look at America's troubled past.
While there is a tacit appreciation that freedom from violence will lead to more prosperous
relations among peoples, violence continues to be deployed for various political and social
ends. Yet the problem of violence still defies neat description, subject to many competing
interpretations. Histories of Violence offers an accessible yet compelling examination of the
problem of violence as it appears in the corpus of canonical figures – from Hannah Arendt to
Frantz Fanon, Michel Foucault to Slavoj Žižek – who continue to influence and inform
contemporary political, philosophical, sociological, cultural, and anthropological study. Written
by a team of internationally renowned experts, this is an essential interrogation of post-war
critical thought as it relates to violence.
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST | WINNER OF THE BANCROFT PRIZE. A landmark
history??—??the sweeping story of the enslavement of tens of thousands of Indians across
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America, from the time of the conquistadors up to the early twentieth century. Since the time of
Columbus, Indian slavery was illegal in much of the American continent. Yet, as Andrés
Reséndez illuminates in his myth-shattering The Other Slavery, it was practiced for centuries
as an open secret. There was no abolitionist movement to protect the tens of thousands of
Natives who were kidnapped and enslaved by the conquistadors. Reséndez builds the incisive
case that it was mass slavery??—??more than epidemics??—??that decimated Indian
populations across North America. Through riveting new evidence, including testimonies of
courageous priests, rapacious merchants, and Indian captives, The Other Slavery reveals
nothing less than a key missing piece of American history. For over two centuries we have
fought over, abolished, and tried to come to grips with African American slavery. It is time for
the West to confront an entirely separate, equally devastating enslavement we have long failed
truly to see. “The Other Slavery is nothing short of an epic recalibration of American history,
one that’s long overdue...In addition to his skills as a historian and an investigator, Résendez
is a skilled storyteller with a truly remarkable subject. This is historical nonfiction at its most
important and most necessary.” ??—?? Literary Hub, 20 Best Works of Nonfiction of the
Decade ““One of the most profound contributions to North American history.”??—??Los
Angeles Times
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