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Slowness Milan Kundera
Jacques and His Master is a deliciously witty and entertaining "variation" on Diderot's novel Jacques le Fatalist, written for Milan
Kundera's "private pleasure" in the aftermath of the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia. When the "heavy Russian irrationality"
fell on Czechoslovakia, Milan Kundera explains, he felt drawn to the spirit of the eighteenth century—"And it seemed to me that
nowhere was it to be found more densely concentrated than in that banquet of intelligence, humor, and fantasy, Jacques le
Fataliste." The upshot was this "Homage to Diderot," which has now been performed throughout the United States and Europe.
Here, Jacques and His Master, newly translated by Simon Callow, is a text that will delight Kundera's admirers throughout the
English-speaking world.
Everything can change in the blink of an eye. . . On an ordinary London afternoon, a truck swerves across five lanes of traffic and
creates a tangle of chaos and confusion. As loved ones wait to hear news and the hospital prepares to receive the injured, a
dozen lives hang in the balance. A doctor is torn between helping the injured and hiding his young mistress; a bridegroom hopes
to get to the church on time; a widow waiting to reunite with a lost love ponders whether she’ll ever see him again; and the
mysterious hitchhiker, the only person who knows what really happened, is nowhere to be found. Filled with suspense, romance,
and more twists than a country highway, The Best of Times proves once again why Penny Vincenzi is the queen of happy
endings.
Karen von Kunes traces Milan Kundera’s creative ideas to a 1950 police report filed in Stalinist era Czechoslovakia.
Demonstrating how this incident influenced Kundera’s literary trajectory and ultimately contributed to his acclaim as a writer, von
Kunes interprets his work in a new way.
From distorted self-images to brutal portrayals of friends and fellow artists, the portraits of Francis Bacon account for one of the
most remarkable aspects of the work of the British painter. This work looks at his stylistic distortions of classicism and his famous
deformations. Milan Kundera provides an introduction explaining his personal response to Bacon's work, exploring the paradox
that lies in the faithfulness of the distorted images, and linking Bacon's genius with that of Samuel Beckett, both working at the
outer limits of their art. France Borel's essay sets Bacon's works in the context of his life and influences and explains his approach
to portraiture.
A literary ode to peace, presence, and fulfillment inspired by a walk taken with a most surprising creature. "The demon of speed is
often associated with forgetting, with avoidance . . . and slowness with memory and confronting," observes Milan Kundera in his
novel Slowness. With that purpose in mind-a search for slowness and tranquility, Andy Merrifield sets out on a journey of the soul
with a friend's donkey, Gribouille, to walk amid the ruins and spectacular vistas of southern France's Haute-Auvergne. As
Merrifield contemplates literature, science, truth, and beauty amid the French countryside, Gribouille surprises him with his subtle
wisdom, reminding him time and again that enlightenment is all around us if we but seek it.
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A Study Guide for Milan Kundera's "Hitchhiking Game," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise
study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
Why have theorists approached narrative primarily as a form of retrospect? Mark Currie argues that anticipation and other forms of
projection into the future are vital for an understanding of narrative and its effects in the world.
1. The Weightless World -- 2. Where Have All The Jobs Gone? -- 3. Weightless Work -- 4. Nourishing the Grass Roots -- 5. Fear
of Flexibility -- 6. The End of Welfare -- 7. The Ageing of Nations -- 8. Globalism and Globaloney -- 9. Visible and Invisible Cities -10. Weightless Government.

What is the network society? What effects does it have upon media, culture and politics? What are the competing forces
in the network society, and how are they reshaping the world? The rise of the network society - the suffusion of much of
the economy, culture and society with digital interconnectivity - is a development of immense significance. In this
innovative book, Robert Hassan unpacks the dynamics of this new information order and shows how they have affected
both the way media and politics are 'played', and how these are set to reshape and reorder our world. Using many of the
current ideas in media theory, cultural studies and the politics of the newly evolving 'networked civil society', Hassan
argues that the network society is steeped with contradictions and in a state of deep flux. This is a key text for
undergraduate students in media studies, politics, cultural studies and sociology, and will be of interest to anyone who
wishes to understand the network society and play a part in shaping it.
A chance encounter leads a man to spend the afternoon with an older woman, now a widow, who escaped him fifteen
years earlier. Neither of them doubts that the day will end in disgust, but for one intimate moment each finds a way to
overcome mortality. Written in 1969, before Milan Kundera was known to English-speaking readers, this story renders
male and female characters painful equals, and prompted Philip Roth to admire its 'detached Chekhovian tenderness'.
Rich in its stories, characters, and imaginative range, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting is the novel that brought
Milan Kundera his first big international success in the late 1970s. Like all his work, it is valuable for far more than its
historical implications. In seven wonderfully integrated parts, different aspects of human existence are magnified and
reduced, reordered and emphasized, newly examined, analyzed, and experienced.
A new collection of poems by Michael Hofmann—his first in twenty years Michael Hofmann, renowned as one of our most
brilliant critics and translators, is also regarded as among our most respected poets. Hofmann’s status—he is the author
of “one of the definitive bodies of work of the last half-century" (The Times Literary Supplement)—is all the more
impressive for his relatively concentrated output. One Lark, One Horse is his fifth collection of poems since his debut in
Page 2/8

Access Free Slowness Milan Kundera
1983, and his first since Approximately Nowhere in 1999. Tt is also one of the most anticipated gatherings of new work in
years. In style, his voice is as unmistakable as ever—sometimes funny, sometimes caustic; world-facing and yet
intimate—and this collection shows a bright mind burning fiercely over the European and American imaginations. The poet
explores where he finds himself, geographically and in life, treating with wit and compassion such universal themes as
aging and memory, place, and the difficult existence of the individual in an ever-bigger and more bestial world. One Lark,
One Horse is a remarkable assemblage of work that will delight loyal readers and enchant new ones with Hofmann’s
approachable, companionable voice.
This collection of essays from the Franco-Czech novelist provides a defense for art during an era that he says no longer
puts value on art or beauty and discusses works and artists that are important to him. 25,000 first printing.
A New York Times Notable Book Irena and Josef meet by chance while returning to their homeland, which they had
abandoned twenty years earlier. Will they manage to pick up the thread of their strange love story, interrupted almost as
soon as it began and then lost in the tides of history? The truth is that after such a long absence "their memories no
longer match."
Milan Kundera has established himself as one of the great novelists of our time with such books as The Unbearable
Lightness of Being, Immortality and The Book of Laughter and Forgetting. In Testaments Betrayed, he proves himself a
brilliant defender of the moral rights of the artist and the respect due to a work of art and its creator's wishes. The
betrayal of both—often by their most passionate proponents—is the principal theme of this extraordinary work. Readers will
be particularly intrigued by Kundera's impassioned attack on society's shifting moral judgments and persecutions of art
and artists, from Mayakovsky to Rushdie.
When The Unbearable Lightness of Being was first published in English, it was hailed as "a work of the boldest mastery,
originality, and richness" by critic Elizabeth Hardwick and named one of the best books of 1984 by the New York Times
Book Review. It went on to win the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Fiction and quickly became an international
bestseller. Twenty years later, the novel has established itself as a modern classic. To commemorate the anniversary of
its first English-language publication, HarperCollins is proud to offer a special hardcover edition. A young woman in love
with a man torn between his love for her and his incorrigible womanizing; one of his mistresses and her humbly faithful
lover -- these are the two couples whose story is told in this masterful novel. Controlled by day, Tereza's jealousy
awakens by night, transformed into ineffably sad death-dreams, while Tomas, a successful surgeon, alternates loving
devotion to the dependent Tereza with the ardent pursuit of other women. Sabina, an independent, free-spirited artist,
lives her life as a series of betrayals -- of parents, husband, country, love itself -- whereas her lover, the intellectual
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Franz, loses all because of his earnest goodness and fidelity. In a world in which lives are shaped by irrevocable choices
and by fortuitous events, a world in which everything occurs but once, existence seems to lose its substance, its weight.
Hence we feel, says the novelist, "the unbearable lightness of being" -- not only as the consequence of our private acts
but also in the public sphere, and the two inevitably intertwine. This magnificent novel encompasses the extremes of
comedy and tragedy, and embraces, it seems, all aspects of human existence. It juxtaposes geographically distant
places (Prague, Geneva, Paris, Thailand, the United States, a forlorn Bohemian village); brilliant and playful reflections
(on "eternal return," on kitsch, on man and animals -- Tomas and Tereza have a beloved doe named Karenin); and a
variety of styles (from the farcical to the elegiac) to take its place as perhaps the major achievement of one of the world's
truly great writers.
The story of the eventful and controversial life of Margery Kempe - wife, mother, businesswoman, pilgrim and visionary - is the
earliest surviving autobiography in English. Here Kempe (c.1373-c.1440) recounts in vivid, unembarrassed detail the madness that
followed the birth of the first of her fourteen children, the failure of her brewery business, her dramatic call to the spiritual life, her
visions and uncontrollable tears, the struggle to convert her husband to a vow of chastity and her pilgrimages to Europe and the
Holy Land. Margery Kempe could not read or write, and dictated her remarkable story late in life. It remains an extraordinary
record of human faith and a portrait of a medieval woman of unforgettable character and courage.
Slow Journalism has emerged in recent years to enact a critique of the limitations and dangers of the speed of much mainstream
contemporary journalistic practice. There have been types of journalism produced and consumed slowly for centuries, of course.
What is new is the context of hyper-acceleration and over-production of journalism, where quality has suffered, ethics are
compromised and user attention has eroded. Many have been asking if there is another way to practice journalism. The
emergence of Slow Journalism suggests that there is. Many international scholars and practitioners have been thinking critically
about the problems wrought by speed, and are utilising the concept of "slow" to describe a new way of thinking about and
producing journalism. This edited collection offers theoretical perspectives and case studies on the practice of slow journalism
around the globe. Slow Journalism is a new practice for new times. This book was originally published as two special issues of
Journalism Practice and Digital Journalism.
There are situations in which we fail for a moment to recognize the person we are with, in which the identity of the other is erased
while we simultaneously doubt our own. This also happens with couples--indeed, above all with couples, because lovers fear more
than anything else "losing sight" of the loved one. With stunning artfulness in expanding and playing variations on the meaningful
moment, Milan Kundera has made this situation--and the vague sense of panic it inspires--the very fabric of his new novel. Here
brevity goes hand in hand with intensity, and a moment of bewilderment marks the start of a labyrinthine journey during which the
reader repeatedly crosses the border between the real and the unreal, between what occurs in the world outside and what the
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mind creates in its solitude. Of all contemporary writers, only Kundera can transform such a hidden and disconcerting perception
into the material for a novel, one of his finest, most painful, and most enlightening. Which, surprisingly, turns out to be a love story.
Milan Kundera's sixth novel springs from a casual gesture of a woman to her swimming instructor, a gesture that creates a
character in the mind of a writer named Kundera. Like Flaubert's Emma or Tolstoy's Anna, Kundera's Agnes becomes an object of
fascination, of indefinable longing. From that character springs a novel, a gesture of the imagination that both embodies and
articulates Milan Kundera's supreme mastery of the novel and its purpose; to explore thoroughly the great, themes of existence.
Are you being consumed by never-ending to-do lists? Are you working harder and enjoying less? Seeking Slow provides simple
ways for you to slow down and reconnect with yourself, your family, and your surroundings—while finding joy in doing so. If daily life
feels too busy and hectic, it's time to discover the beauty of slow living. Being fully present and intentional with your time allows
you to embrace the wholehearted moments that are right in front of you every day. Take time to consider what your slow moments
are, whether that is heading outdoors for a walk with family, learning to meditate, taking up a new craft, reading a book, or simply
taking a long deep breath during a busy day. This soothing book includes helpful insights into: Managing your time Learning to
nurture yourself Making a slow home Seasonal living Living sustainably Meditation and mindful living Daily slow-living rituals Feel
your heart rate drop as you read this gentle guide to slowing down. The Live Well series from Rock Point invites you to create a life
you love through multiple acts of self-discovery and reinvention. These encouraging gift books touch on fun yet hardworking selfimprovement strategies, whether it’s learning to value progress over perfection, taking time to meditate and slow down to literally
smell the roses, or finding time to show gratitude and develop a personal mantra. From learning how to obtain more restful sleep
and creating a healthy work/life balance to developing personal style and your own happy place, the Live Well series encourages
you to live your best life. Other titles in the series include: Progress Over Perfection; Find Your Flow; Be Happy; Finding Gratitude;
Eff This! Meditation; The Joy of Forest Bathing; Find Your Mantra; It Had to be You; Men’s Society; Genius Jokes; The Calm and
Cozy Book of Sleep; Beating Burnout; Ayurveda for Life; Choose Happy; and You Got This.
Slowness was Milan Kundera's first novel written in French. Disconcerted and enchanted, the reader follows him through a
midsummer's night in which two tales of seduction, separated in time by more than two hundred years, interweave and oscillate
between the sublime and ridiculous. As Kundera's readers would expect, Slowness is at the same time a formidable display of
existential analysis. Slowness (and rapidity), discretion (and exhibitionism) are the principal concepts, and those which are to the
reader like vital keys for understanding life in our contemporary world.
All too often, this brilliant novel of thwarted love and revenge miscarried has been read for its political implications. Now, a quarter
century after The Joke was first published and several years after the collapse of the Soviet-imposed Czechoslovak regime, it
becomes easier to put such implications into perspective in favor of valuing the book (and all Kundera 's work) as what it truly is:
great, stirring literature that sheds new light on the eternal themes of human existence. The present edition provides Englishlanguage readers an important further means toward revaluation of The Joke. For reasons he describes in his Author's Note, Milan
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Kundera devoted much time to creating (with the assistance of his American publisher-editor) a completely revised translation that
reflects his original as closely as any translation possibly can: reflects it in its fidelity not only to the words and syntax but also to
the characteristic dictions and tonalities of the novel's narrators. The result is nothing less than the restoration of a classic.
We live life in the fast lane. We race to keep up with the Joneses. We are over-worked, over-connected and over-stressed, and we
compete over how busy and important and sleep-deprived we are. But we don't have to. There's an ever-growing group of people
opting out of a life lived at 110%. They are choosing to slow down, simplify, say no and focus on the things that are truly important.
Brooke McAlary is one of them. Brooke McAlary shows readers that no matter how busy you are, you too can feel in control of
your days; minimize stress; find pockets of peace on even the busiest day; empty your mind and sleep better. Destination Simple
shows us how a few changes to the flow of daily life can create long-term, lasting change.
Casting light on the most serious of problems and at the same time saying not one serious sentence; being fascinated by the reality of the
contemporary world and at the same time completely avoiding realism-that's The Festival of Insignificance. Readers who know Kundera's
earlier books know that the wish to incorporate an element of the "unserious" in a novel is not at all unexpected of him. In Immortality, Goethe
and Hemingway stroll through several chapters together talking and laughing. And in Slowness, Vera, the author's wife, says to her husband:
"you've often told me you meant to write a book one day that would have not a single serious word in it... I warn you: watch out. Your enemies
are lying in wait." Now, far from watching out, Kundera is finally and fully realizing his old aesthetic dream in this novel that we could easily
view as a summation of his whole work. A strange sort of summation. Strange sort of epilogue. Strange sort of laughter, inspired by our time,
which is comical because it has lost all sense of humor. What more can we say? Nothing. Just read.
Kundera brilliantly examines the work of such important and diverse figures as Rabelais, Cervantes, Sterne, Diderot, Flaubert, Tolstoy, and
Musil. He is especially penetrating on Hermann Broch, and his exploration of the world of Kafka's novels vividly reveals the comic terror of
Kafka's bureaucratized universe. Kundera's discussion of his own work includes his views on the role of historical events in fiction, the
meaning of action, and the creation of character in the post-psychological novel.
In the tradition of such trailblazing books as No Logo and The Tipping Point, In Praise of Slow heralds a growing international movement of
people dedicated to slowing down the pace of our contemporary times and enjoying a richer, fuller life as a result. These days, almost
everyone complains about the hectic pace of their lives. We live in a world where speed rules and everyone is under pressure to go faster.
But when speed is king, anyone or anything that gets in our way, that slows us down, becomes an enemy. Thanks to speed, we are living in
the age of rage. Carl Honore has discovered a movement that is quickly working its way into the mainstream. Groups of people are
developing a recipe for living better in a fast-paced, modern environment by striving for a new balance between fast and slow. In an
entertaining and hands-on investigation of this new movement, Honore takes us from a Tantric sex workshop in a trendy neighbourhood in
London, England to Bra, Italy, the home of the Slow Food, Slow Cities and Slow Sex movements. He examines how we can continue to live
productive lives by embracing the tenets of the slow movement. A challenging take on the cult of speed, as well as a corrective look at how
we can approach our lives with new understanding, In Praise of Slow uncovers a movement whose time has come.
One man's quiet life is shattered when he's forced to confront terrifying secrets he'd thought buried high in the Italian Alps The New York
Times has called his work "daring and remarkably assured," The Washington Post has dubbed it "shamelessly entertaining," and the Los
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Angeles Times claims it renders "the raw elegence of the human experience itself." Now Paul Watkins returns with his most engaging and
atmospheric novel yet. The ice soldier of the title is one William Bromley. Following a disasterous turn in the Alps during the Second World
War, William has constructed for himself a quiet and lonely life as a history teacher at a London boarding school. For different reasons, he
and his best friend Stanley have given up the world of mountaineering for a more peaceful existence. Peaceful that is, until a soldier from
William's mountain regiment reappears, tragedy occurs, and a terrible bargain is made. Slowly, the horrifying events of the war come back to
William, and he realizes what he must do. He is to confront his worst fears and memories by returning to the glaciers and peaks of northern
Italy. The little-known role of the army's mountaineer corps comes brilliantly to life in this story of men pushed to the limits of endurance and
survival, and haunted by the ghosts of war. "Paul Watkins is without question one of the most gifted writers of his generation." —Tobias Wolff
This book offers reviews, interviews, essays, articles and letters to examine the public and political literary history of Milan Kundera with a
biographical introduction.
Published simultaneously with Identity, his new novel, here is a masterful new translation of Milan Kundera's most brilliantly plotted and
sheerly entertaining novel -- a dark farce of sex, murder, and motherhood. Set in an Old-Fashioned Central European Spa Town, Farewell
Waltz follows the lives of eight characters: a pretty nurse and her repairman boyfriend; an oddball gynecologist; a rich American who is at
once a saint and a Don Juan; a popular trumpeter and his beautiful obsessively jealous wife; a disillusioned former political prisoner about to
leave his country and his young female ward. Perhaps the most accessible of Milan Kundera's novels, Farewell Waltz poses the most serious
questions with a blasphemous lightness that makes us see that the modern world has deprived us even of the right to tragedy. Translated
from the French text prepared by the author himself a quarter century after the novel was originally written, Farewell Waltz sparkles anew with
wit, humor, and irony. A valuable addition to HarperFlamingo's impressive Kundera backlist, it offers readers a chance to discover, or
rediscover, one of the very best works of a legendary writer. "It is hard to imagine anything more chilling and profound that Kundera's
apparent lightheartedness". -- Elizabeth Pochoda "Kundera ... remains faithful to this subtle, wily, devious talent for a fiction of 'erotic
possibilities". -- New York Times Book Review
“A magic curtain, woven of legends, hung before the world. Cervantes sent Don Quixote journeying and tore through the curtain. The world
opened before the knight-errant in all the comical nakedness of its prose.” In this thought-provoking, endlessly enlightening, and entertaining
essay on the art of the novel, renowned author Milan Kundera suggests that “the curtain” represents a ready-made perception of the world
that each of us has—a pre-interpreted world. The job of the novelist, he argues, is to rip through the curtain and reveal what it hides. Here an
incomparable literary artist cleverly sketches out his personal view of the history and value of the novel in Western civilization. In doing so, he
celebrates a prose form that possesses the unique ability to transcend national and language boundaries in order to reveal some previously
unknown aspect of human existence.
The author intially intended to call this noel, " The Lyrical Age." The lyrical age, according to Kundera, is youth, and this novel, above all, is an
epic of adolescence; an ironic epic that tenderly erodes scarosanct values: childhood, motherhood, revolution, and even poetry. Jaromil is in
fact a poet. His mother made hima poet and accompanies him (figuratively) to his love bed and (literally) to his deathbed. A ridiculous and
touching character, horrifying and totally innocent ("innocence with its bloody smile" ), Jaromil is at the same time a true poet. He's no creep,
he's Rimbaud. Rimbaud entrapped by the communist revolution, entrapped in a somber farce.
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Milan Kundera's lightest novel, a divertimento, an opera buffa, Slowness is also the first of this author's fictional works to
have been written in French. Disconcerted and enchanted, the reader follows the narrator of Slowness through a
midsummer's night in which two tales of seduction, separated by more than two hundred years, interweave and oscillate
between the sublime and the comic. Underlying this libertine fantasy is a profound meditation on contemporary life: about
the secret bond between slowness and memory, about the connection between our era's desire to forget and the way we
have given ourselves over to the demon of speed. And about "dancers" possessed by the passion to be seen, for whom
life is merely a perpetual show emptied of every intimacy and every joy.
A Bilingual New York Review Books Original Vivant Denon's No Tomorrow is one of the masterpieces of eighteenthcentury French libertine literature, a book to set beside Choderlos de Laclos' Les Liaisons dangereuses, except that
where Laclos' icy novel tells of hellish depravity, Denon's ravishing novella is a paradisal diversion. This tale of seduction
is itself a seduction, with a plot that could be said to slowly unveil itself before arriving at last at an unexpected
consummation. Summoned by Madame de T—— to her country house, the young hero of Denon's novella is taken on a
tour of the grounds, only the beginning of a night that not only will be full of unanticipated delights but will give rise to
unforeseen, perhaps unanswerable, questions. Lydia Davis's definitive translation of Denon's slim masterpiece is
accompanied by the French text. Peter Brooks's illuminating introduction explores the mysteries of No Tomorrow's
original publication and the subtleties of Denon's ethics of pleasure.
SlownessA NovelHarper Collins
In this dark farce of a novel, set in an old-fashioned Central European spa town, eight characters are swept up in an
accelerating dance: a pretty nurse and her repairman boyfriend; an oddball gynecologist; a rich American (at once saint
and Don Juan); a popular trumpeter and his beautiful, obsessively jealous wife; an disillusioned former political prisoner
about to leave his country and his young woman ward.Perhaps the most brilliantly plotted and sheer entertaining of Milan
Kundera's novels, Farewell Waltz poses the most serious questions with a blasphemous lightness that makes us see that
the modern world has deprived us even of the right to tragedy. Written in Bohemia in 1969-70, this book was first
published (in 1976) in France under the title La valse aux adieux (Farewell Waltz), and later in thirty-four other countries.
This beautiful new translation, made from the French text prepared by the novelist himself, fully reflects his own tone and
intentions. As such it offers an opportunity for both the discovery and the rediscovery of one of the very best of a great
writer's works.
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