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This book discusses the Belt and Road Initiative at the provincial level in China. It
analyses the evolution of the role of local governments in Chinese foreign policy since
the opening of China’s economy in 1978, showing how the provinces initially competed
with each other, and how the central government was forced to react, developing more
centralised policies. Unlike other books on the Belt and Road Initiative, which focus on
the international aspects of the initiative, this book demonstrates the importance of the
Belt and Road in reinforcing China’s unitary status and for managing and coordinating
development at the local level as well as centre-province relations and province to
province relations inside China.
Radical politics have been defined in modern times -- and distinguished from earlier
traditions of protest -- by the idea that economic, social and political structures are
contradictory. Systems of exploitation creates not only wealth and prosperity for the
powerful, but at the same time bring into being the forces which ensure their own
eventual downfall. But it is a large step from the general assertion that social forms
contain their own contradictions to analysis of the specific contradictions which occur in
a given historical context, their interaction and movement, and their possible historical
outcomes.This collection of essays examines social contradictions in the age of
globalization in which old antagonisms often appear to be overcome, and new cracks
are emerging in the facade of capitalist progress. Where do they occur? Where can
they be expected to appear in future? How can they be grasped in a spirit of sober
radicalism, which neither accepts the limits of the present nor overcomes them through
wishful thinking alone? What possibilities do they offer for mobilizing resistance? These
issues define an agenda which is critical for socialism in our time.
"David Harvey examines the internal contradictions within the flow of capital that have
precipitated recent crises. While the contradictions have made capitalism flexible and
resilient, they also contain the seeds of systemic catastrophe"-A fundamentally contested concept, food sovereignty (FS) has – as a political project
and campaign, an alternative, a social movement and an analytical framework – barged
into global discourses, both political and academic, over the past two decades. This
collection identifies a number of key questions regarding FS. What does (re)localisation
mean? How does the notion of FS connect with similar and/or overlapping ideas
historically? How does it address questions of both market and non-market forces in a
dominantly capitalist world? How does FS deal with such differentiating social
contradictions? How does the movement deal with larger issues of nation-state, where
a largely urbanised world of non-food producing consumers harbours interests distinct
from those of farmers? How does FS address the current trends of crop booms, as well
as other alternatives that do not sit comfortably within the basic tenets of FS, such as
corporate-captured fair trade? How does FS grapple with the land question and move
beyond the narrow ‘rural/agricultural’ framework? Such questions call for a new era of
research into FS, a movement and theme that in recent years has inspired and
mobilised tens of thousands of activists and academics around the world: young and
old, men and women, rural and urban. This book was originally published as a special
issue of Third World Quarterly.
Human Contradictions in Octavia Butler’s Work continues the critical discussions of
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Butler’s work by offering a variety of theoretical perspectives and approaches to
Butler’s text. This collection contains original essays that engage Butler’s series (Seed
to Harvest, Xenogenesis, Parables), her stand-alone novels (Kindred and Fledgling),
and her short stories. The essays explore new facets of Butler’s work and its relevance
to philosophy, sociology, anthropology, psychology, cultural studies, ethnic studies,
women’s studies, religious studies, American studies, and U.S. history. The volume
establishes new ways of reading this seminal figure in African American literature,
science fiction, feminism, and popular culture.
. . . a distinct, broad, but compelling framework for examining a variety of laws and
social policies. --Legal Studies Forum . . . a very rich volume that has something to offer
to many different tastes . . . an excellent companion to the main textbook in a large
undergraduate law-and-society course. --Contemporary Sociology No issue has
captured the imagination of social scientists and legal scholars more consistently than
the creation of laws. The political implications of the study of law and society often
create ideological diatribes with little attention to empirical detail. In this book, legal
scholars, sociologists, political scientists, and anthropologists join in an attempt to
develop and refine a structural theory of law.

Effective administration of government and governmental organizations is a
crucial part of achieving success in those organizations. With the widespread
knowledge and use of e-government, the intent and evaluation of its services
continue to focus on meeting the needs and satisfaction of its citizens. Strategic
Management and Innovative Applications of E-Government is a pivotal reference
source that provides organizational and managerial directions, applications, and
theoretical and philosophical discussions on current issues relating to the
practice of electronic government. While highlighting topics such as citizen trust
in government and smart government, this publication explores electronic
government technology adoption, as well as the methods of government social
media practices. This book is a vital reference source for policy makers, IT
specialists, government professionals, academicians, researchers, and graduatelevel students seeking current research on e-government applications.
With the impact of social interactionist and ethnographic methodology twenty-five
years ago, the research agenda in social problems began to shift its focus, giving
rise to the Social Constructionism movement. The present volume and the
related shorter text, Constructionist Controversies, review the substantial
contributions made by social constructionist theorists over that period, as well as
recent debates about the future of the perspective. These contributions redefine
the purpose and central questions of social problems theory and articulate a
research program for analyzing social problems as social constructions. A
generation of theorists has been trained in the constructionist perspective and
has extended it through numerous analyses of diverse aspects of contemporary
social life.The debates in this volume pose fundamental questions about the
major assumptions of the perspective, the ways in which it is practiced, and the
purposes of social problems theory. Their point of departure is Ibarra and
Kitsuse's essay, cutting new theoretical ground in calling for ""investigating
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vernacular resources, especially rhetorical forms, in the social problems
process.""Contributors are forceful proponents both within and outside of the
social constructionist community, who take a broad array of positions on the
current state of social problems theory and on the rhetorical forms that need
exploring. They also lay down the general lines for diverse and often competing
programs for the future development of the constructionist agenda.
This book is invariably stimulating, containing many interesting and provocative
ideas on issues central both to social theory and to making sense of the world(s)
in which we live. It develops a series of original images or metaphors - gardens v.
allotments, double strangers and so on - as aids to understanding social
processes. Lively, bold and assured it will interest students of social theory,
political science and philosophy.
The New York Times bestselling, groundbreaking investigation of how the global
elite's efforts to "change the world" preserve the status quo and obscure their role
in causing the problems they later seek to solve. An essential read for
understanding some of the egregious abuses of power that dominate today’s
news. Former New York Times columnist Anand Giridharadas takes us into the
inner sanctums of a new gilded age, where the rich and powerful fight for equality
and justice any way they can--except ways that threaten the social order and
their position atop it. We see how they rebrand themselves as saviors of the
poor; how they lavishly reward "thought leaders" who redefine "change" in winnerfriendly ways; and how they constantly seek to do more good, but never less
harm. We hear the limousine confessions of a celebrated foundation boss;
witness an American president hem and haw about his plutocratic benefactors;
and attend a cruise-ship conference where entrepreneurs celebrate their own selfinterested magnanimity. Giridharadas asks hard questions: Why, for example,
should our gravest problems be solved by the unelected upper crust instead of
the public institutions it erodes by lobbying and dodging taxes? He also points
toward an answer: Rather than rely on scraps from the winners, we must take on
the grueling democratic work of building more robust, egalitarian institutions and
truly changing the world. A call to action for elites and everyday citizens alike.
How does social work keep its balance between the requirements of its clients
and its role as agency of state and society? In the historical analyses from
various countries international experts show, how social work has succeeded in
keeping those conflicting demands at bay. The contributions look at the historical
situations in Finland, Germany, Hungary, the Netherlands, Poland, the Republic
of Ireland, Russia, the former Soviet Union, Switzerland, and former Yugoslavia.
The original essays in social theory contained in this book offer a critical analysis
and interpretation of a series of substantive social issues that are experienced in
modern capitalist societies. The book offers a clear conceptual framework,
derived from critical theory, with which people living in capitalist societies can
begin to make sense of the structural contradictions and seemingly natural forces
that shape their lives.
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"Presentations made at the fifth Westhill Sociology of Education Conference in
January 1982" -- introd.
Regulating Sex is an anthology that presents debates over the role of the state in
constructing and controlling erotic practice, intimacy, and identity. The purpose of
this edited volume is to address sexual dilemmas in law and the state in
substantive areas such as same-sex domestic partnerships, sexual economies,
and childhood sexuality via a series of spirited dialogues between socio-legal
scholars from diverse disciplinary, national, and political perspectives.
"One of the most creative among the younger generation of critical social
theorists, Giddens stands alone in his concern for the classical tradition on
sociology; but he also makes brilliant use of the latest philosophical and
theoretical work of several contemporary schools and disciplines. A very
important book for all of social science."—Jeffrey C. Alexander
"A critical introduction to the field that manages to be both considered and
argumentative, and stands out distinctly from the more 'culturalist' alternatives
available . . . it should provide a strong text for undergraduate courses." Don
Slater, Goldsmiths College, University of London * How has consumer society
developed? * What are the social divisions, politics and policies associated with
consumption? * How do consumer practices have social significance? This lively
and accessible text shows how consumption is increasingly important in
dominating our individual lives and indeed the entire development and direction
of contemporary society, nationally and internationally. Consumption is inherently
contradictory in its nature and meaning. The most rapturous form of shopping, for
example clothes purchasing on unlimited plastic in a shopping mall, may turn into
the most tortuous as the shopper tires, the clothes don't fit, and the car park is
cramped. Tim Edwards argues that the practice of consumption itself and
consumer society more widely is often socially divisive and iniquitous, and
examines the extent to which consumer power is real or illusory. He provides a
thorough analysis and critique of the theories, practices and politics of consumer
society. In particular, this book addresses the social divisions of consumption
through topics such as fashion, advertising and marketing, as well as more
classical and contemporary theories of consumer society. It will appeal to a wide
range of students in sociology, cultural studies, social policy and the politics of
identity.
These seven essays by the Eastern block's most important economist address
and explore many of the critical social and economic issues inherent in the
socialist economy. Published in Hungary in 1983, they are the firsthand
observations of an insider who attempts to be as frank and impartial as possible
about the experiment in his own country. The essays distinguish the classical or
traditional form of a highly centralized socialist economy from a system, like that
of Hungary's, that is in the process of institutional reforms. They focus on a few
important characteristics of social economies, rather than providing a broad
description and analysis of socialist systems, in order to stimulate thinking along
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comparative lines. The wider problems and issues related to socialist systems
that they address will interest sociologists and political scientists, historians, and
philosophers as well as economists. Kornai points out that because real modern
societies are different from the pure models of capitalism and socialism,
combinations and mixtures of socialist and capitalist systems, sellers' and buyers'
markets, centralized and decentralized management occur widely and intensively
in both socialist and highly developed industrial market economies and in the
nonsocialist third world countries in some segments and to a certain degree.
Looking at these phenomena comparatively reveals both the deep differences
and the similarities and analogies between the systems. The essays are: The
Reproduction of Shortage. "Hard" and "Soft" Budget Constraint. Degrees of
Paternalism. Economics and Psychology. Comments on the Present State and
the Prospects of the Hungarian Economic Reform. Efficiency and the Principles
of Socialist Ethics. The Health of Nations. JÄnos Kornai is Professor of
Economics at the Institute of Economics, Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
Budapest.
This insightful book offers a wide-ranging collection of lively discussions on
contemporary issues, policies and practices in higher education. Bartram
integrates contributions from experienced academics, teachers and students in a
unique approach and structure, designed to enable students with both specific
and wide-ranging interests in higher education to extend their understanding.
Including discussion points, research tasks and suggestions on further reading in
each chapter, Understanding Contemporary Issues in Higher Education
discusses a range of topics, such as: universities and the mental health ‘crisis’;
knowledge, the state and the market; the role of technology in teaching and
academic celebrification; disability, diversity and inclusive placement learning.
Written specifically for Education Studies students, this book constitutes a timely
addition to student-focused themed studies looking at aspects of higher
education.
"There are twelve lectures in this book. The theoretical section addresses the concept
of social contradictions, their various forms and influencing factors, their dual functions
and how they aid social development. The author then compares the characteristics of
contradictions in traditional and modern society, and analyzes how their special laws
have become applicable during periods of transition in contemporary Chinese society.
He interprets the contradictions between the public and officials, the rich and the poor,
and labor and capital. He also looks at social contradictions in the internet era. He
finally analyzes the possibility of social unrest in China and proposes how to actively
and effectively deal with social contradictions. His study of social contradictions is of
theoretical and practical significance"-The title of the conference “Contradiction, Conflict and Continuity: Their Significance in
Contemporary Society” is generic. Contradiction and conflict became tangible from the
time when language became the medium of expression. The inevitable consequence of
such contradictions and conflicts was severe bloodsheds. As society developed,
perceptions towards contradiction and conflict were also changed. Some ideologies
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which were identified as the prevalent customs of the society became the mammoth
issues of contradiction and conflicts. Sometimes, the contradictions were restricted
within discussion among the cultured people, sometimes it was continued as people,
holding different ideologies, moved on simultaneously without influencing the other, for
example, between the theist and the atheist and among various isms. The same
idealism which triggered the ire of conflict and contradiction in different socio-political
aspects, sometimes become the soul guiding force for the development in various
trajectories.
In challenging current theoretical work on the relationship between education and
society by employing contradictions as a central concept, Ginsburg examines an area
less often the focus of critical theorists in education, that of teacher education.
Feminism and the Contradictions of Oppression is a penetrating and comprehensive
study of the development of feminism over the last thirty years. The first part of this
major new textbook examines feminist theory and feminist political strategy. The
second section examines how contradictions of class, race, subculture and sexuality
divide women. The final part explores ways out of the impasse. This level-headed and
challenging book is one of the most notable contributions to feminism in recent years.
This book provides an integrated analysis of the complex nature of citizenship in Israel.
Contributions from leading social and political theorists explore different aspects of
citizenship through the demands and struggles of minority groups to provide a
comprehensive picture of the dynamics of Israeli citizenship and the dilemmas that
emerge at the collective and individual levels. Considering the many complex layers of
membership in the state of Israel including gender, ethnicity and religion, the book
identifies and explores processes of inclusion and exclusion that are general issues in
any modern polity with a highly diverse civil society. While the focus is unambiguously
on modern Israel, the interpretations of citizenship are relevant to many other modern
societies that face similar contradictory tendencies in membership. As such, the book
will be of great interest to students and scholars of political science, political sociology
and law.
This book explores some of the moral and public policy issues that divide Western,
especially North American, feminists as the twentieth century ends and the twenty-first
century begins. It represents an in-house discussion among feminists and their social
ethics.

This groundbreaking collection explores the profound power of Social
Reproduction Theory to deepen our understanding of everyday life under
capitalism. While many Marxists tend to focus on the productive economy, this
book focuses on issues such as child care, health care, education, family life and
the roles of gender, race and sexuality, all of which are central to understanding
the relationship between economic exploitation and social oppression.In this
book, leading writers such as Lise Vogel, Nancy Fraser, David McNally and
Susan Ferguson reveal the ways in which daily and generational reproductive
labour, found in households, schools, hospitals and prisons, also sustains the
drive for accumulation.Presenting a more sophisticated alternative to
intersectionality, these essays provide ideas which have important strategic
implications for anti-capitalists, anti-racists and feminists attempting to find a path
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through the seemingly ever more complex world we live in.
Originally published in 1984, Contradictions of the Welfare State is the first
collection of Claus Offe’s essays to appear in a single volume in English. The
political writings in this volume are primarily concerned with the origins of the
present difficulties of welfare capitalist states, and he indicates why in the present
period, these states are no longer capable of fully managing the socio-political
problems and conflicts generated by late capitalist societies. Offe discusses the
viability of New Right, corporatist and democratic socialist proposals for
restructuring the welfare state. He also offers fresh and penetrating insights into a
range of other subjects, including social movements, political parties, law, social
policy, and labour markets.
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