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Reveals the most appropiate, provocative, and specific questions to ask members of specific groups, such as ballroom dancers,
cosmetic surgeons, and tennis players, in order to communicate effectively
Offers profiles of ancient Greek writers, including Homer, Hesiod, Herodotus, Sophocles, Plato, Aristotle, and Plutarch, and traces
the development of Greek literature.
In this lucid and innovative volume, three distinguished scholars trace this history of French literature from its beginnings to the
present day. From the oral, unstable anonymous works of the early Middle Ages via the emergence of a print culture in the
Renaissance, through to the attempted codification of genres and styles in the nineteenth century and the resourceful
experimentation of the twentieth, A Short History of French Literature demonstrates the world importance of French literature, and
the extraordinary richness of its range. The three main parts of the volume cover the Middle Ages, the Early Modern period, and
the Modern period, and offer wide-ranging, personal, and detailed coverage of major writers and movements. Writing for the
interested general reader as much as for students, the authors range expertly between authors and their works, historical events,
and literary movements, offering as a whole an authoritative and innovative account of the history of French literature.
Speak: A Short History of LanguagesOUP Oxford
Nominated for the Man Booker Prize "A charming comedy of eros... A ride that, despite the bumps and curves in the road, never
feels anything less than jaunty." — Los Angeles Times With this wise, tender, and deeply funny novel, Marina Lewycka takes her
place alongside Zadie Smith and Monica Ali as a writer who can capture the unchanging verities of family. When an elderly and
newly widowed Ukrainian immigrant announces his intention to remarry, his daughters must set aside their longtime feud to thwart
him. For their father’s intended is a voluptuous old-country gold digger with a proclivity for green satin underwear and an appetite
for the good life of the West. As the hostilities mount and family secrets spill out, A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian combines
sex, bitchiness, wit, and genuine warmth in its celebration of the pleasure of growing old disgracefully.
The English Language is spoken by more than a billion people throughout the world. But where did English come from? And how
has it evolved into the language used today? In How English Became English Simon Horobin investigates the evolution of the
English language, examining how the language continues to adapt even today, as English continues to find new speakers and
new uses. Engaging with contemporary concerns about correctness, Horobin considers whether such changes are improvements,
or evidence of slipping standards. What is the future for the English Language? Will Standard English continue to hold sway, or
are we witnessing its replacement by newly emerging Englishes?

A Short History of Jewish Ethics traces the development of Jewish moral concepts and ethical reflection from its Biblical
roots to the present day. Offers an engaging and thoughtful account of Jewish ethics Brings together and discusses a
broad range of historical sources covering two millennia of writings and conversations Combines current scholarship with
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original insights Written by a major internationally recognized scholar of Jewish philosophy and ethics
"Take a tour of 21 of the world's most commonly spoken languages!"--Back cover.
Widely acknowledged to be the perfect introduction to the subject, this important text presents in concise form an
insightful yet exceptionally complete history of moral philosophy in the West, from the Greeks to contemporary times.
A Short History of Ethics has over the past thirty years become a key philosophical contribution to studies on morality and
ethics. Alasdair MacIntyre writes a new preface for this second edition which looks at the book 'thirty years on' and
considers its impact. A Short History of Ethics guides the reader through the history of moral philosophy from the Greeks
to contemporary times. MacIntyre emphasises the importance of a historical context to moral concepts and ideas
showing the relevance of philosophical queries on moral concepts and the importance of a historical account of ethics. A
Short History of Ethics is an important contribution written by one of the most important living philosophers. Ideal for all
philosophy students interested in ethics and morality.
David Birmingham begins this short history of Angola in 1820 with the Portuguese attempt to create a third, African,
empire after the virtual loss of Asia and America. In the 19th century the most valuable resource extracted from Angola
was agricultural labour. The colony was managed by a few marine officers, white political convicts and black Angolans
who had adopted Portuguese language and culture. The hub was the harbour city of Luanda which grew to be a dynamic
metropolis of several million people. The export of labour was gradually replaced when an agrarian revolution enabled
white Portuguese immigrants to drive black Angolan labourers to produce sugar-cane, cotton, maize and above all
coffee. During the 20th century this wealth was supplemented by Congo copper, by gem-quality diamonds, and by offshore oil. The generation of warfare finally ended in 2002 when national reconstruction could begin on Portuguese
colonial foundations.
The last few years have seen a remarkable surge of popular interest in the topic of atheism. Books about atheism by
writers like Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens have figured prominently in bestseller lists and have attracted
widespread discussion in the media. The ubiquity of public debates about atheism, especially in conscious opposition to
the perceived social threat posed by faith and religion, has been startling. However, as Gavin Hyman points out, despite
their prevalence and popularity, what often characterises these debates is a lack of nuance and sophistication. They can
be shrill, ignorant of the historical complexity of debates about belief, and tend to lapse into caricature. What is needed is
a clear and well informed presentation of how atheistic ideas originated and developed, in order to illuminate their
contemporary relevance and application. That task is what the author undertakes here. Exploring the rise of atheism as
an explicit philosophical position (notably in the work of Denis Diderot), Hyman traces its development in the later ideas
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of Descartes, Locke and Berkeley. Drawing also on the work of contemporary scholars like Amos Funkenstein and
Michael J Buckley, the author shows that, since in recent theology the concept of God which atheists negate is changing,
the triumph of its advocates may not be quite as unequivocal as Hitchens and Dawkins would have us believe.
A narrative history of language ranges from the first words of an infant to the modern dialect of text messaging, discussing
linguistic styles, the origin of accents, and the search for the first written word.
A concise historical survey of structural lingustics, charting its development from the 1870s to the 1990s.
"This history will endure; not only because Sir Winston has written it, but also because of its own inherent virtues — its narrative
power, its fine judgment of war and politics, of soldiers and statesmen, and even more because it reflects a tradition of what
Englishmen in the hey-day of their empire thought and felt about their country's past."The Daily Telegraph Spanning four volumes
and many centuries of history, from Caesar's invasion of Britain to the start of World War I,A History of the English-Speaking
Peoples stands as one of Winston S. Churchill's most magnificent literary works. Begun during Churchill's 'wilderness years' when
he was out of government, first published in 1956 after his leadership through the darkest days of World War II had cemented his
place in history and completed when Churchill was in his 80s, it remains to this day a compelling and vivid history. - The first
volume - The Birth of Britain - tells the story of the formation of the British state. - The second volume – The New World – explores
the emergence of Britain on the world stage and a turbulent period at home. - The third volume – The Age of Revolution Churchill
charts the rise of Great Britain as a world power and the long rivalry with France, the shadow of the French Revolution, the rise of
Napoleon and his defeat at Waterloo. - The fourth and final volume - The Great Democracies - reaches the modern era.
Recounts the history of Ireland and the Irish people, the struggle for independence, the division of the island, and the "troubles"
between Catholics and Protestants
This book is a history of human speech from prehistory to the present. It charts the rise of some languages and the fall of others,
explaining why some survive and others die. It shows how languages change their sounds and meanings, and how the history of
languages is closely linked to the history of peoples. Writing in a lively, readable style, distinguished Swedish scholar Tore Janson
makes no assumptions about previous knowledge. He takes the reader on a voyage of exploration through the changing patterns
of the world's languages, from ancient China to ancient Egypt, imperial Rome to imperial Britain, Sappho's Lesbos to
contemporary Africa. He discovers the links between the histories of societies and their languages; he shows how language
evolved from primitive calls; he considers the question of whether one language can be more advanced than another. The author
describes the history of writing and looks at the impact of changing technology. He ends by assessing the prospects for English
world domination and predicting the languages of the distant future. Five historical maps illustrate this fascinating history of our
defining characteristic and most valuable asset.
If you speak in public--or want to--this fast-paced, entertaining, and actionable book is for you! "Speak Like Yourself... No, Really!"
will help you communicate more effectively and authentically. It provides insights, encouragement, and step-by-step instructions to
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develop your best speaking style and use it not just for podium presentations, but in meetings, pitches, networking events, jobs
interviews, and more. This uniquely effective and personal approach has worked for hundreds of the author's private public
speaking clients, and it will work for you!
The first ten lies they tell you in high school. "Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From the first
moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is
friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen
to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers any
solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she
was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process has just
begun when she has another violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby
achieves a measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with a bitterly ironic
voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for many a disenfranchised teenager while
demonstrating the importance of speaking up for oneself. Speak was a 1999 National Book Award Finalist for Young People's
Literature.
The critically acclaimed, award-winning, modern classic Speak is now a stunning graphic novel. "Speak up for yourself—we want to
know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman year at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie,
part of the nonsense of high school. She is friendless—an outcast—because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops,
so now nobody will talk to her, let alone listen to her. Through her work on an art project, she is finally able to face what really
happened that night: She was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. With
powerful illustrations by Emily Carroll, Laurie Halse Anderson's Speak: The Graphic Novel comes alive for new audiences and
fans of the classic novel. This title has Common Core connections.
Confirms Mighton's status as an intellectually absorbing writer --Toronto Star
What does it mean to call Western society 'secular'? What is 'secularism'? And how should we understand the concept of
'secularism' in international relations, particularly the clash between radical Islam and the West? The Latin term from which the
word 'secular' is derived - 'saeculum' - means 'generation' or 'age', and came to mean that which belongs to this life, to the here
and now, in this world. It is widely used as a shorthand for the ideology which shapes contemporary society without reference to
the divine.However, according to Graeme Smith, 'secularism' represents a great deal more. He offers a radical reappraisal of the
notion of secularism and its history, beginning with the Greeks and proceeding to modernity and the contemporary period. The
assumption that the West is becoming increasingly secular is often unquestioned. By contrast, Dr Smith discerns a different kind of
society: one informed by a historical legacy which makes sense only when it is appreciated that it is religious. Secularism was born
of Christianity. Daringly - and very originally - Smith argues that it is impossible to understand the idea of the secular without
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appreciating that, at root, it is Christian. "A Short History of Secularism" will fundamentally reshape discussions of western culture,
religion and politics. It will have strong appeal to students of religion, political philosophy, and the history of ideas.
Speak is a life history of humankind's defining characteristic and most valuable asset." "Distinguished Swedish scholar Tore
Janson takes the reader on a voyage of exploration through the changing patterns of the world's languages, from prehistory to the
first civilizations, ancient Egypt to ancient China, imperial Rome to imperial Britain, Sappho's Lesbos to contemporary Africa. He
shows how language evolved from primitive calls, and discovers the links between the histories of societies and their languages.
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey -- into the most intriguing and intractable
questions that science seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In
A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts
his greatest challenge: to understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe
and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got
from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and
often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He
has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History
of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and
entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more
involving or entertaining.
Does not discuss the Semitic languages.
This book has earned wide acceptance as an outstanding single volume history of doctrine. It is ideally suited for classroom and
seminar use as well as research and independent study. With remarkable conciseness and clarity Lohse, shows how doctrinal
development has occurred in the various periods of the Church's history from the first century to the present. He explores and
discusses, one by one, the dogmas and doctrines that constitute the milestones in the story of the Church's effort to proclaim the
message of Jesus Christ to each age. This Revised American Edition includes a new preface by the author, an account of the
significance of the Second Vatican Council and alterations in the "For Further Reading" section to bring it up to date.
When you read the history of First Presbyterian Church of Richmond, Kentucky, you are not merely reading about a church's story.
You are exploring God's story-a story of God's justice and grace, of love and compassion, of redemption and hope. When you
read the church's history, you discover your own story-the story of all who believe in God's just and compassionate activity in the
world today. When you read the church's story, you discern the voice of God's spirit speaking within each one of us and calling us
to make Christ's love known throughout the world. If you want to know the grace of God today, you need to hear that grace in the
voices of our ancestors; for, they yet speak.
This comprehensive history traces the evolution of modern Mozambique, from its early modern origins in the Indian Ocean trading
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system and the Portuguese maritime empire to the fifteen-year civil war that followed independence and its continued after-effects.
Though peace was achieved in 1992 through international mediation, Mozambique's remarkable recovery has shown signs of
stalling. Malyn Newitt explores the historical roots of Mozambican disunity and hampered development, beginning with the divisive
effects of the slave trade, the drawing of colonial frontiers in the 1890s and the lasting particularities of the provinces. Following the
nationalist guerrillas' victory against the Portuguese in 1975, these regional divisions resurfaced in a civil war pitting the south
against the north and center. The settlement of the early 1990s is now under threat from a revived insurgency, and the ghosts of
the past remain. This book seeks to distill this complex history, and to understand why, twenty-five years after the Peace Accord,
Mozambicans still remain among the poorest people in the world. -- from book flap.
As the threat of another Quebec referendum on independence looms, this book becomes important for every Canadian —
especially as language remains both a barrier and a bridge in our divided country Canada’s language policy is the only connection
between two largely unilingual societies — English-speaking Canada and French-speaking Quebec. The country’s success in
staying together depends on making it work. How well is it working? Graham Fraser, an English-speaking Canadian who became
bilingual, decided to take a clear-eyed look at the situation. The results are startling — a blend of good news and bad. The Official
Languages Act was passed with the support of every party in the House way back in 1969 — yet Canada’s language policy is still a
controversial, red-hot topic; jobs, ideals, and ultimately the country are at stake. And the myth that the whole thing was always a
plot to get francophones top jobs continues to live. Graham Fraser looks at the intentions, the hopes, the fears, the record, the
myths, and the unexpected reality of a country that is still grappling with the language challenge that has shaped its history. He
finds a paradox: after letting Quebec lawyers run the country for three decades, Canadians keep hoping the next generation will be
bilingual — but forty years after learning that the country faced a language crisis, Canada’s universities still treat French as a
foreign language. He describes the impact of language on politics and government (not to mention social life in Montreal and
Ottawa) in a hard-hitting book that will be discussed everywhere, including the headlines in both languages.
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