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Starry Messenger Galileo Galilei
For scientist and layman alike this book provides
vivid evidence that the Copernican Revolution has
by no means lost its significance today. Few
episodes in the development of scientific theory
show so clearly how the solution to a highly technical
problem can alter our basic thought processes and
attitudes.
Describes the life and work of the courageous man
who changed the way people saw the galaxy, by
offering objective evidence that the earth was not the
fixed center of the universe.
"If they had seen what we see, they would have
judged as we judge." -- Galileo Galilei In every age
there are courageous people who break with
tradition to explore new ideas and challenge
accepted truths. Galileo Galilei was just such a
man--a genius--and the first to turn the telescope to
the skies to map the heavens. In doing so, he
offered objective evidence that the earth was not the
fixed center of the universe but that it and all the
other planets revolved around the sun. Galileo kept
careful notes and made beautiful drawings of all that
he observed. Through his telescope he brought the
starts down to earth for everyone to see. By
changing the way people saw the galaxy, Galileo
was also changing the way they saw themselves and
their place in the universe. This was very exciting,
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but to some to some it was deeply disturbing. Galileo
has upset the harmonious view of heaven and earth
that had been accepted since ancient times. He had
turned the world upside down. In this amazing new
book, Peter Sís employs the artist's lens to give us
an extraordinary view of the life of Galileo Galilei. Sís
tells his story in language as simple as a fairy tale, in
pictures as rich and tightly woven as a tapestry, and
in Galileo's own words, written more than 350 years
ago and still resonant with truth. This title has
Common Core connections. Starry Messenger is a
1997 Caldecott Honor Book.
A biography of the modest Frenchman who, after
being blinded at the age of three, went on to develop
a system of raised dots on paper that enabled blind
people to read and write.
Inspired by a long fascination with Galileo, and by
the remarkable surviving letters of Galileo's
daughter, a cloistered nun, Dava Sobel has written a
biography unlike any other of the man Albert Einstein
called "the father of modern physics- indeed of
modern science altogether." Galileo's Daughter also
presents a stunning portrait of a person hitherto lost
to history, described by her father as "a woman of
exquisite mind, singular goodness, and most
tenderly attached to me." Galileo's Daughter
dramatically recolors the personality and
accomplishment of a mythic figure whose
seventeenth-century clash with Catholic doctrine
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continues to define the schism between science and
religion. Moving between Galileo's grand public life
and Maria Celeste's sequestered world, Sobel
illuminates the Florence of the Medicis and the papal
court in Rome during the pivotal era when
humanity's perception of its place in the cosmos was
about to be overturned. In that same time, while the
bubonic plague wreaked its terrible devastation and
the Thirty Years' War tipped fortunes across Europe,
one man sought to reconcile the Heaven he revered
as a good Catholic with the heavens he revealed
through his telescope. With all the human drama and
scientific adventure that distinguished Dava Sobel's
previous book Longitude, Galileo's Daughter is an
unforgettable story
This classic work proves the truth of the Copernican
system over the Ptolemaic one, that the Earth
revolves around the Sun.
“Demonstrates an awesome command of the vast
Galileo literature . . . [Wootton] excels in boldly
speculating about Galileo’s motives” (The New York
Times Book Review). Tackling Galileo as
astronomer, engineer, and author, David Wootton
places him at the center of Renaissance culture. He
traces Galileo through his early rebellious years; the
beginnings of his scientific career constructing a
“new physics”; his move to Florence seeking
money, status, and greater freedom to attack
intellectual orthodoxies; his trial for heresy and
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narrow escape from torture; and his house arrest
and physical (though not intellectual) decline.
Wootton also reveals much that is new—from
Galileo’s premature Copernicanism to a previously
unrecognized illegitimate daughter—and,
controversially, rejects the long-established belief
that Galileo was a good Catholic. Absolutely central
to Galileo’s significance—and to science more
broadly—is the telescope, the potential of which
Galileo was the first to grasp. Wootton makes clear
that it totally revolutionized and galvanized scientific
endeavor to discover new and previously
unimagined facts. Drawing extensively on Galileo’s
voluminous letters, many of which were selfcensored and sly, this is an original, arresting, and
highly readable biography of a difficult, remarkable
Renaissance genius. Selected as a Choice
Outstanding Academic Title in the Astronautics and
Astronomy Category “Fascinating reading . . . With
this highly adventurous portrayal of Galileo’s inner
world, Wootton assures himself a high rank among
the most radical recent Galileo interpreters . . .
Undoubtedly Wootton makes an important
contribution to Galileo scholarship.” —America
magazine “Wootton’s biography . . . is engagingly
written and offers fresh insights into Galileo’s
intellectual development.” —Standpoint magazine
Directing his polemics against the pedantry of his
time, Galileo, as his own popularizer, addressed his
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writings to contemporary laymen. His support of
Copernican cosmology, against the Church's strong
opposition, his development of a telescope, and his
unorthodox opinions as a philosopher of science
were the central concerns of his career and the
subjects of four of his most important writings.
Drake's introductory essay place them in their
biographical and historical context.
"Sidereus Nuncius (usually Sidereal Messenger, also
Starry Messenger or Sidereal Message) is a short
astronomical treatise (or pamphlet) published in New
Latin by Galileo Galilei in March 1610. It was the first
published scientific work based on observations
made through a telescope, and it contains the results
of Galileo's early observations of the imperfect and
mountainous Moon, the hundreds of stars that were
unable to be seen in either the Milky Way or certain
constellations with the naked eye, and the Medicean
Stars that appeared to be circling Jupiter.[1] The
Latin word nuncius was typically used during this
time period to denote messenger; however, albeit
less frequently, it was also interpreted as message.
While the title Sidereus Nuncius is usually translated
into English as Sidereal Messenger, many of
Galileo's early drafts of the book and later related
writings indicate that the intended purpose of the
book was "simply to report the news about recent
developments in astronomy, not to pass himself off
solemnly as an ambassador from heaven."[2]
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Therefore, the correct English translation of the title
is Sidereal Message (or often, Starry
Message)."--Wikiped, Nov/2014.
Readers looking for a light, fun read full of holiday
mischief will be delighted by Samantha Hastings' A
Royal Christmas Quandary, perfect for fans of A
Christmas Prince and The Crown. When you spend
Christmas in a castle, anything is possible. 1860.
Lady Alexandrina Gailey is looking forward to a cozy
holiday at Windsor Castle with her best friend,
Princess Alice, and her long-time crush, Lord
George Worthington. But Drina's plans are all but
dashed when Alice's parents, Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert, declare that Alice must choose one of
two royal princes to become engaged to before
Christmas. There's just one problem: George, a
junior member of the Foreign Office, has accidentally
misplaced one of the princes. Together, Drina and
George scour the town of Windsor for the missing
prince, desperately hoping to deliver him to the royal
dinner party with the queen none the wiser. They
might just need a royal Christmas miracle to pull it
off. Praise for A Royal Christmas Quandary: "A
delightful, romantic romp of a book—perfect for
readers who like their holiday romance to come with
a sprinkling of royal glamour." —Rosalyn Eves, author
of Blood Rose Rebellion "A delightful foray into the
Victorian era, A Royal Christmas Quandary will
charm readers from page one. With endearing
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characters, a sweet romance, and fascinating details
about Queen Victoria and the royal family, this story
is sure to become a new Christmas favorite."
—Joanna Barker, author of Otherwise Engaged "An
exciting and romantic romp through Victorian
England. ... A delicious blend of history, humor, and
romance." —Esther Hatch, author of A Proper
Scandal
In 1609, Galileo, then Professor of Mathematics at
Padua, in the service of the Venetian Republic,
heard from a correspondent at Paris of the invention
of a telescope, and set to work to consider how such
an instrument could be made. The result was his
invention of the telescope known by his name, and
identical in principle with the modern opera-glass. In
a maritime and warlike State, the advantages to be
expected from such an invention were immediately
recognised, and Galileo was rewarded with a
confirmation of his Professorship for life, and a
handsome stipend, in recognition of his invention
and construction of the first telescope seen at
Venice. In his pamphlet, The Sidereal Messenger,
here translated, Galileo relates how he came to learn
the value of the telescope for astronomical research;
and how his observations were rewarded by
numerous discoveries in rapid succession, and at
length by that of Jupiter’s satellites. Galileo at once
saw the value of this discovery as bearing upon the
establishment of the Copernican system of
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astronomy, which had met with slight acceptance,
and indeed as yet had hardly any recommendation
except that of greater simplicity. Kepler had just
published at Prague his work on the planet Mars
(Commentaria de motibus Stellæ Martis), on which
he had been engaged apparently for eight years;
there he heard of Galileo’s discoveries, and at
length was invited by Galileo himself, through a
common friend, Giuliano de’ Medici, ambassador of
the Grand-Duke of Tuscany, Cosmo de’ Medici II.,
to the Emperor Rudolph II., to correspond with
Galileo on the subject of these discoveries. The
Emperor also requested his opinion, and Kepler
accordingly examined Galileo’s Sidereal Messenger
in a pamphlet, entitled A Discussion with the
Sidereal Messenger(Florence, 1610). In this
Discussion Kepler gives reasons for accepting
Galileo’s observations—although he was not able to
verify them from want of a telescope—and entirely
supports Galileo’s views and conclusions, adducing
his own previous speculations, or pointing out, as in
the case of Galileo’s idea of earth-light on the moon,
the previous conception of the same explanation of
the phenomenon. He rejects, however, Galileo’s
explanation of the copper colour of the moon in
eclipses. Kepler ends by expressing unbounded
enthusiasm at the discovery of Jupiter’s satellites,
and the argument it furnishes in support of the
Copernican theory. Soon after, in 1611, Kepler
Page 8/17

Read Online Starry Messenger Galileo Galilei
published another pamphlet, his Narrative, giving an
account of actual observations made in verification
of Galileo’s discoveries by himself and several
friends, whose names he gives, with a telescope
made by Galileo, and belonging to Ernest, Elector
and Archbishop of Cologne. Kepler and his friends
saw the lunar mountains and three of the satellites of
Jupiter, but failed to make out any signs of the ring of
Saturn corresponding to the imperfect description of
Galileo.
A lavishly illustrated exploration of the life and
science of Galileo, taking us on a journey into the
world of the Italian Renaissance at a crucial time of
change.
An “intriguing and accessible” (Publishers Weekly)
interpretation of the life of Galileo Galilei, one of
history’s greatest and most fascinating scientists,
that sheds new light on his discoveries and how he
was challenged by science deniers. “We really need
this story now, because we’re living through the next
chapter of science denial” (Bill McKibben). Galileo’s
story may be more relevant today than ever before.
At present, we face enormous crises—such as
minimizing the dangers of climate change—because
the science behind these threats is erroneously
questioned or ignored. Galileo encountered this
problem 400 years ago. His discoveries, based on
careful observations and ingenious experiments,
contradicted conventional wisdom and the teachings
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of the church at the time. Consequently, in a blatant
assault on freedom of thought, his books were
forbidden by church authorities. Astrophysicist and
bestselling author Mario Livio draws on his own
scientific expertise and uses his “gifts as a great
storyteller” (The Washington Post) to provide a
“refreshing perspective” (Booklist) into how Galileo
reached his bold new conclusions about the cosmos
and the laws of nature. A freethinker who followed
the evidence wherever it led him, Galileo was one of
the most significant figures behind the scientific
revolution. He believed that every educated person
should know science as well as literature, and
insisted on reaching the widest audience possible,
publishing his books in Italian rather than Latin.
Galileo was put on trial with his life in the balance for
refusing to renounce his scientific convictions. He
remains a hero and inspiration to scientists and all of
those who respect science—which, as Livio reminds
us in this “admirably clear and concise” (The Times,
London) book, remains threatened everyday.
Peter Sís is an internationally acclaimed author,
artist, and filmmaker. He was born in Brno,
Czechoslovakia, and graduated from the Academy
of Applied Arts in Prague. He also studied at the
Royal College of Art in London. His picture books for
children include Play, Mozart, Play!; the Caldecott
Honor Books Tibet: Through the Red Box and Starry
Messenger: Galileo Galilei; the New York Times
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Best Illustrated Book Tree of Life: Charles Darwin;
and several popular books inspired by his own
children, such as Madlenka and Fire Truck. He has
also illustrated bestselling books written by Jack
Prelutsky, among them Scranimals and The Dragons
are Singing Tonight.
Acclaimed author-illustrator Bonnie Christensen
adopts the voice of Galileo and lets him tell his own
tale in this outstanding picture book biography. The
first person narration gives this book a friendly,
personal feel that makes Galileo's remarkable
achievements and ideas completely accessible to
young readers. And Christensen's artwork glows with
the light of the stars he studied. Galileo's
contributions were so numerous—the telescope! the
microscope!—and his ideas so world-changing—the
sun-centric solar system!—that Albert Einstein called
him "the father of modern science." But in his own
time he was branded a heretic and imprisoned in his
home. He was a man who insisted on his right to
pursue the truth, no matter what the cost—making his
life as interesting and instructive as his ideas.
A facsimile of a copy of Galileo's Sidereus nuncius in
the Library of Congress, Rare Book and Special
Collections.
Galileo’s telescopic discoveries, and especially his
observation of sunspots, caused great debate in an
age when the heavens were thought to be perfect
and unchanging. Christoph Scheiner, a Jesuit
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mathematician, argued that sunspots were planets
or moons crossing in front of the Sun. Galileo, on the
other hand, countered that the spots were on or near
the surface of the Sun itself, and he supported his
position with a series of meticulous observations and
mathematical demonstrations that eventually
convinced even his rival. On Sunspots collects the
correspondence that constituted the public debate,
including the first English translation of Scheiner’s
two tracts as well as Galileo’s three letters, which
have previously appeared only in abridged form. In
addition, Albert Van Helden and Eileen Reeves have
supplemented the correspondence with lengthy
introductions, extensive notes, and a bibliography.
The result will become the standard work on the
subject, essential for students and historians of
astronomy, the telescope, and early modern
Catholicism.
A father's diary, an artist's memoir. By the author of
the best-selling Three Golden Keys. While my father
was in China and Tibet, he kept a diary, which was
later locked in a red box. We weren't allowed to
touch the box. The stories I heard as a little boy
faded to a hazy dream, and my drawings from that
time make no sense. I cannot decipher them. It was
not until I myself had gone far, far away and received
the message from my father that I became interested
in the red box again . . . In New York, Peter Sis
receives a letter from his father. "The Red Box is
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now yours," it says. The brief note worries him and
pulls him back to Prague, where the contents of the
red box explain the mystery of his father's long
absence during the 1950s. Czechoslovakia was
behind the iron curtain; Vladimir Sis, a documentary
filmmaker of considerable talent, was drafted into the
army and sent to China to teach filmmaking. He left
his wife, daughter, and young son, Peter, thinking he
would be home for Christmas. Two Christmases
would pass before he was heard from again:
Vladimir Sis was lost in Tibet. He met with the Dalai
Lama; he witnessed China's invasion of Tibet. When
he returned to Prague, he dared not talk to his
friends about all he had seen and experienced. But
over and over again he told Peter about his Tibetan
adventures. Weaving their two stories together - that
of the father lost in Tibet and that of the small boy in
Prague, lost without his father - Sis draws from his
father's diary and from his own recollections of his
father's incredible tales to reach a spiritual
homecoming between father and son. With his
sublime pictures, inspired by Tibetan Buddhist art
and linking history to memory, Peter Sis gives us an
extraordinary book - a work of singular artistry and
rare imagination. This title has Common Core
connections. Tibet Through the Red Box is a 1999
Caldecott Honor Book and the winner of the 1999
Boston Globe - Horn Book Award for Special
Citation.
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In Italy, 1589, Massimo drops lunch to his uncle from a
bridge, so the food falls into his uncle's boat. One day,
Galileo notices that the bread and wheel of cheese land
in the boat at the same time. But Aristotle had said that
heavy things fall at a faster rate than light ones. Will
Galileo and Massimo be able to prove Aristotle's theory
wrong?
In this work, historians in various fields revise the results
presented in the first two volumes of the series, which
analyzed the New York copy of Sidereus Nuncius. While
many of their findings remain valid, the subject of
analysis proved to be a forgery. Volume III describes
how the discovery of forgery was made - a watershed
moment in the continuing struggle between forgers and
those who seek to apprehend them.
What did Galileo actually do, and what are the sources of
the popular image we have of him? In this collection,
contributors' essays offer coverage of all facets of
Galileo's work.
Between 1608 and 1610 the canopy of the night sky was
ripped open by an object created almost by accident: a
cylinder with lenses at both ends. Galileo’s Telescope
tells how this ingenious device evolved into a precision
instrument that would transcend the limits of human
vision and transform humanity’s view of its place in the
cosmos.
Recreates the experiences of Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin as they approach, land, and walk on the Moon,
plant the American flag, collect rocks, take pictures, and
finally lift off, reconnecting with their space ship, the
Columbia.
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While Galileo Galilei was under house arrest, accused of
heresy for his claim that the earth revolved around the
sun, his daughter Virginia, a cloistered nun, proved to be
her father's greatest source of strength through the
difficult years of his trial and persecution. Winner of the
Christopher Award and named a Notable Book of the
Year by the "New York Times". Illustrations.

A trip around a city block is like a trip around the
world! Peeking out through a die-cut window on the
jacket, Madlenka invites the reader to enter her
world. And what a world it is! On the surface, it looks
like an ordinary city block, but as we meet
Madlenka's neighbors -- the French baker, the Indian
news vendor, the Italian ice-cream man, the Latin
American grocer, a retired opera singer from
Germany, an African American school friend, and
the Asian shopkeeper -- and look through die-cut
windows to the images and memories they have
carried from old country to new, we can see that
Madlenka's block is as richly varied as its
inhabitants. And why is Madlenka going around the
block, jumping for joy? Her tooth is loose, and she
wants everyone to know! Madlenka is a 2000 New
York Times Book Review Notable Children's Book of
the Year. This title has Common Core connections.
A suspenseful narrative and spiritive rendition of the
life of Galileo.
This fascinating, scholarly study by one of the
world's foremost authorities on Galileo offers a vivid
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portrait of one of history's greatest minds. Detailed
accounts, including many excerpts from Galileo's
own writings, offer insights into his work on motion,
mechanics, hydraulics, strength of materials, and
projectiles. 36 black-and-white illustrations.
Starry MessengerGalileo GalileiSquare Fish
A new series of illustrated books specifically
designed for children in elementary education,
narrating the stories of those great historical figures
who have left their mark on humanity in fields such
as science, art, exploration, music and other
subjects. Young readers will be able to read all about
these famous people's main achievements,
experiencing the main steps of their lives through
Isabel Munoz's engaging illustrations, and finding out
some curious facts about their work and success. In
the six volumes of the series, children will be
fascinated by the genial and revolutionary intuition of
Einstein, Leonardo da Vinci's vast breadth of
expertise, the incredible discoveries about space
made by Galileo Galilei, Mozart's infinite musical
creativity, the masterpieces created by Picasso and
Van Gogh. There is an index at the end of each
volume listing the main biographical events and
some simple quizzes will help children to further
understand and test their knowledge.
Eileen Reeves examines a web of connections
between journalism, optics, and astronomy in early
modern Europe, devoting particular attention to the
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ways in which a long-standing association of
reportage with covert surveillance and astrological
prediction was altered by the near simultaneous
emergence of weekly newsheets, the invention of
the Dutch telescope, and the appearance of Galileo
Galilei's astronomical treatise, The Starry
Messenger. Early modern news writers and
consumers often understood journalistic texts in
terms of recent developments in optics and
astronomy, Reeves demonstrates, even as many of
the first discussions of telescopic phenomena such
as planetary satellites, lunar craters, sunspots, and
comets were conditioned by accounts of current
events. She charts how the deployment of particular
technologies of vision—the telescope and the camera
obscura—were adapted to comply with evolving
notions of objectivity, censorship, and civic
awareness. Detailing the differences between
various types of printed and manuscript news and
the importance of regional, national, and religious
distinctions, Evening News emphasizes the ways in
which information moved between high and low
genres and across geographical and confessional
boundaries in the first decades of the seventeenth
century.
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