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From “a major new talent” come short stories set in modern Nepal, about arranged
marriages, forbidden desires, and the universal yearning for human connection (Amitav
Ghosh). Set in a city where gods are omnipresent, privacy is elusive, and family defines
identity, these are stories of men and women caught between their own needs and the
demands of their society and culture. Psychologically rich and astonishingly acute, with
“a masterful narrative style” (Ian MacMillan), Arresting God in Kathmandu introduces a
potent new voice in contemporary fiction. “Upadhyay brings to readers the flavor of
Nepal and its culture in this impressive collection of nine short stories. Like Ha Jin’s
Bridegroom, Upadhyay’s stories portray the lives of simple yet psychologically complex
characters and reveal much about the universal human condition in us all. . . .
Upadhyay’s stories leave the reader with much food for thought and will make a good
choice for book discussion groups.” —Library Journal
The essays collected in Literary Location and Dislocation of Myth in the Colonial and
Post/Colonial Anglophone World examine how narratives have conveyed the diverse
experiences of territorial belonging and alienation in postcolonial communities by
rewriting traditional myths or creating new ones.
A concise but comprehensive guide to Tolstoy's literary and philosophical writings,
focusing on aspects of his work that students find most difficult.
In this globe-scattered Sri Lankan family, we speak of only two kinds of marriage. The
first is the Arranged Marriage. The second is the Love Marriage. In reality, there is a
whole spectrum in between, but most of us spend years running away from the first
toward the second. [p. 3] The daughter of Sri Lankan immigrants who left their
collapsing country and married in America, Yalini finds herself caught between the
traditions of her ancestors and the lure of her own modern world. But when she is
summoned to Toronto to help care for her dying uncle, Kumaran, a former member of
the militant Tamil Tigers, Yalini is forced to see that violence is not a relic of the Sri
Lankan past, but very much a part of her Western present. While Kumaran’s loved
ones gather around him to say goodbye, Yalini traces her family’s roots–and the
conflicts facing them as ethnic Tamils–through a series of marriages. Now, as
Kumaran’s death and his daughter’s politically motivated nuptials edge closer, Yalini
must decide where she stands. Lyrical and innovative, V. V. Ganeshananthan’s novel
brilliantly unfolds how generations of struggle both form and fractures families. Praise
for Love Marriage “A beautiful first novel. This intricately woven tale, with its universal
themes of love and estrangement, presents an exciting new voice in American
literature.” –Yiyun Li, author of A Thousand Years of Good Prayers “Complex and
moving . . . an impressive debut.” –Daniel Alarcón, author of Lost City Radio “V. V.
Ganeshananthan has given us a riveting picture of the intersections of love and war
that shape us all. A debut of incredible passion and wisdom.” –Rebecca Johns, author
of Icebergs “At its best and simplest, Ganeshananthan can be profoundly moving. She
captures the pain of exile poignantly.” --The San Francisco Chronicle
“Ganeshananthan has created a slow-burning and beautifully written debut in Love
Marriage. It is an evocative examination of Sri Lankan cultural mores, and the way one
family is affected by love and war” — The Financial Times “Poignant and authentic….
Insight gained into Toronto's Tamil community is a welcome bonus in this gem of a
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book by a young writer who is sure to present more thought-provoking, entertaining
prose in the future.” --The Toronto Star “The book is at times witty and always
beautifully written” — The Irish Times "Innovative….this is an ambitious family drama
about an underreported part of the world, filled with well-shaded characters [and]
gorgeous flourish…Buy it." -- New York Magazine "As if she were stringing a necklace of
bright beads, the author relates the stories of Yalini's Sri Lankan forebears in lapidary
folkloric narratives…What she does here, she does quite affectingly." -- The Boston
Globe "In spare, lyrical prose, V.V. Ganeshananthan's debut novel tells the story of two
Sri Lankan Tamil families over four generations who, despite civil war and
displacement, are irrevocably joined by marriage and tradition….Powerful." -- Ms.
Magazine
In the 1960s, Kamal Al-Solaylee’s father was one of the wealthiest property owners in
Aden, in the south of Yemen, but when the country shrugged off its colonial roots, his
properties were confiscated, and the family was forced to leave. The family moved first
to Beirut, which suddenly became one of the most dangerous places in the world, then
Cairo. After a few peaceful years, even the safe haven of Cairo struggled under a new
wave of Islamic extremism that culminated with the assassination of Anwar Sadat in
1981. The family returned to Yemen, a country that was then culturally isolated from the
rest of the world. As a gay man living in an intolerant country, Al-Solaylee escaped first
to England and eventually to Canada, where he became a prominent journalist and
academic. While he was enjoying the cultural and personal freedoms of life in the West,
his once-liberal family slowly fell into the hard-line interpretations of Islam that were
sweeping large parts of the Arab-Muslim world in the 1980s and 1990s. The differences
between his life and theirs were brought into sharp relief by the 2011 revolution in Egypt
and the civil war in Yemen. Intolerable is part memoir of an Arab family caught in the
turmoil of Middle Eastern politics over six decades, part personal coming-out narrative
and part cultural analysis. This is a story of the modern Middle East that we think we
know so much about.
He Sank Silently Under&He Could Make Out Her Legs. He Swam Stealthily Towards
Her. When He Was Close, He Reached For Her Legs. At His Touch, She Kicked
Out&But He Was Too Quick For Her. It Is 1980 And The Monsoon Season In Sri Lanka.
Fourteen-Year-Old Amrith Faces An Uneventful Summer In The Cheerful, Well-To-Do
Household In Which He Is Being Raised By His Vibrant Aunty Bundle And Kindly Uncle
Lucky. He Tries Not To Think Of His Life Before, When His Loving Mother Was Still
Alive. Amrith S Holiday Plans Seem Unpromising Until, Like An Unexpected Shower,
His Cousin Arrives From Canada. Amrith S Ordered Life Becomes Storm-Tossed As
He Falls In Love With The Boy. Shakespeare S Othello, With Its Powerful Theme Of
Disastrous Jealousy, Is The Backdrop To The Drama In Which Amrith Finds Himself
Immersed. A Coming Of Age Book For Mature Readers, Swimming In The Monsoon
Sea Explores First Love In All Its Complexity And Turmoil.
The Historical Dictionary of Asian American Literature and Theater covers the history of
Asian American literature and theater through a chronology, an introductory essay, and
an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries
on authors, books, and genres. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about this important topic.
Soon to be a major motion picture directed by Deepa Mehta—coming to Netflix
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December 10, 2020! An evocative coming-of-age novel about growing up gay in Sri
Lanka during the Tamil-Sinhalese conflict—one of the country’s most turbulent and
deadly periods. Arjie is “funny.” The second son of a privileged family in Sri Lanka, he
prefers staging make-believe wedding pageants with his female cousins to battling balls
with the other boys. When his parents discover his innocent pastime, Arjie is forced to
abandon his idyllic childhood games and adopt the rigid rules of an adult world.
Bewildered by his incipient sexual awakening, mortified by the bloody Tamil-Sinhalese
conflicts that threaten to tear apart his homeland, Arjie painfully grows toward manhood
and an understanding of his own “different” identity. Refreshing, raw, and poignant,
Funny Boy is an exquisitely written, compassionate tale of a boy’s coming-of-age that
quietly confounds expectations of love, family, and country as it delivers the powerful
message of staying true to one’s self no matter the obstacles.

Asian American literature dates back to the close of the 19th century, and during
the years following World War II it significantly expanded in volume and diversity.
Monumental in scope, this encyclopedia surveys Asian American literature from
its origins through 2007. Included are more than 270 alphabetically arranged
entries on writers, major works, significant historical events, and important terms
and concepts. Thus the encyclopedia gives special attention to the historical,
social, cultural, and legal contexts surrounding Asian American literature and
central to the Asian American experience. Each entry is written by an expert
contributor and cites works for further reading, and the encyclopedia closes with
a selected, general bibliography of essential print and electronic resources. While
literature students will value this encyclopedia as a guide to writings by Asian
Americans, the encyclopedia also supports the social studies curriculum by
helping students use literature to learn about Asian American history and culture,
as it pertains to writers from a host of Asian ethnic and cultural backgrounds,
including Afghans, Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Iranians, Indians,
Vietnamese, Hawaiians, and other Asian Pacific Islanders. The encyclopedia
supports the literature curriculum by helping students learn more about Asian
American literature. In addition, it supports the social studies curriculum by
helping students learn about the Asian American historical and cultural
experience.
Shyam Selvadurai pieces together the best of Sri Lankan poetry and fiction in this
anthology. From the Sinhala and Tamil writers of the 1950s to diasporic writers of
today, from stories of love and longing to those of brutality and death, this
masterfully constructed anthology will give you a rich sense Sri Lanka’s history,
its people and the stories they have to tell.
Three lives collide on an island off India: “An engrossing tale of caste and
culture… introduces readers to a little-known world.”—Entertainment Weekly Off
the easternmost coast of India, in the Bay of Bengal, lies the immense labyrinth
of tiny islands known as the Sundarbans. For settlers here, life is extremely
precarious. Attacks by tigers are common. Unrest and eviction are constant
threats. At any moment, tidal floods may rise and surge over the land, leaving
devastation in their wake. In this place of vengeful beauty, the lives of three
Page 3/9

Where To Download Story Wallah By Shyam Selvadurai
people collide. Piya Roy is a marine biologist, of Indian descent but stubbornly
American, in search of a rare, endangered river dolphin. Her journey begins with
a disaster when she is thrown from a boat into crocodile-infested waters. Rescue
comes in the form of a young, illiterate fisherman, Fokir. Although they have no
language between them, they are powerfully drawn to each other, sharing an
uncanny instinct for the ways of the sea. Piya engages Fokir to help with her
research and finds a translator in Kanai Dutt, a businessman from Delhi whose
idealistic aunt and uncle are longtime settlers in the Sundarbans. As the three
launch into the elaborate backwaters, they are drawn unawares into the hidden
undercurrents of this isolated world, where political turmoil exacts a personal toll
as powerful as the ravaging tide. From the national bestselling author of Gun
Island, The Hungry Tide was a winner of the Crossword Book Prize and a finalist
for the Kiriyama Prize. “A great swirl of political, social, and environmental
issues, presented through a story that’s full of romance, suspense, and
poetry.”—The Washington Post “Masterful.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
A collection of thirteen stories which spans the career of a myth maker over the
last twenty years. It includes previously unpublished work illustrative of K S
Maniam's world of magic realism at its best.
DIVFirst-rate selections include Hardy's "The Fiddler of the Reels," James' "Oh,
Whistle, and I’ll Come to You, My Lad," Dickens' "The Haunted Hotel," and tales
by Saki, Kipling, Lawrence, Trollope, Stevenson, and others. /div
A fictional portrait of the last empress of China follows Orchid, a beautiful
teenager from an aristocratic family, who is chosen to become a low-ranking
concubine of the emperor and rises to a position of power in the Chinese court.
A Fine Balance, Rohinton Mistry’s stunning internationally acclaimed bestseller,
is set in mid-1970s India. It tells the story of four unlikely people whose lives
come together during a time of political turmoil soon after the government
declares a “State of Internal Emergency.” Through days of bleakness and hope,
their circumstances – and their fates – become inextricably linked in ways no one
could have foreseen. Mistry’s prose is alive with enduring images and a cast of
unforgettable characters. Written with compassion, humour, and insight, A Fine
Balance is a vivid, richly textured, and powerful novel written by one of the most
gifted writers of our time.
Told as a series of interconnected stories, Jane Rule’s fifth novel—offering six
characters’ shifting perspectives—takes us to a place where feminism, creativity,
and sexual politics collide Contract with the World follows a group of friends,
artists, and lovers as they negotiate the shifting terrain of the 1970s—a time when
gay and lesbian politics were just emerging. Divided into six parts, the novel
enters a world marked by desire, ambition, jealousy, and love. We follow these
sexually adventurous thirty-something friends as they marry, divorce, take lovers,
lose love, and never stop searching for personal and artistic fulfillment. Whether
gay, straight, or bisexual, Rule’s characters are as much a product of the era
that defines them as of the wise and foolhardy choices they make in their own
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turbulent lives—choices that will have inevitable, sometimes tragic consequences.
In a boxy apartment building in an American university town, Romola Mitra, a newly arrived
young bride, anxiously awaits her first letter from home in India. When she accidentally opens
the wrong letter, it changes her life. Decades later, her son Amit finds that letter and thinks he
has discovered his mother's secret. But secrets have their own secrets sometimes, and a way
of following their keepers. Amit does not know that Avinash, his dependable and devoted
father, lurks on gay Internet groups at times, unable to set aside his lifelong attraction to men.
Avinash has no idea that his dutiful wife had once romanced a dashing Bengali filmstar, whose
memory she keeps tucked away in a diary amongst her silk saris. Growing up in Calcutta, in a
house bustling with feisty grandmothers, Amit has been shielded from his parents' secrets. A
successful computer engineer, he settles in San Francisco, torn between his new life and his
duties towards the one he has left behind. Moving from adolescent rooftop games to adult
encounters in gay bars, from hair salons in Calcutta to McDonald's drive-thrus in California,
Don't Let Him Know is an unforgettable story about family, the struggle between having what
we want and doing what we feel we must – and the sacrifices we make for those we love.
Tender, powerful, and beautifully told, Don't Let Him Know marks the arrival of a brave new
voice.
Story-WallahShort Fiction from South Asian WritersHoughton Mifflin Harcourt
In Buddhist myth, the dead may be reborn as "hungry ghosts"—spirits with stomach so large
they can never be full—if they have desired too much during their lives. It is the duty of the living
relatives to free those doomed to this fate by doing kind deeds and creating good karma. In
Shyam Selvadurai’s sweeping new novel, his first in more than a decade, he creates an
unforgettable ghost, a powerful Sri Lankan matriarch whose wily ways, insatiable longing for
land, houses, money and control, and tragic blindness to the human needs of those around her
parallels the volatile political situation of her war-torn country. The novel centres around Shivan
Rassiah, the beloved grandson, who is of mixed Tamil and Sinhalese lineage, and who also—to
his grandmother’s dismay—grows from beautiful boy to striking gay man. As the novel opens in
the present day, Shivan, now living in Canada, is preparing to travel back to Colombo, Sri
Lanka, to rescue his elderly and ailing grandmother, to remove her from the home—now fallen
into disrepair—that is her pride, and bring her to Toronto to live our her final days. But
throughout the night and into the early morning hours of his departure, Shivan grapples with
his own insatiable hunger and is haunted by unrelenting ghosts of his own creation. The
Hungry Ghosts is a beautifully written, dazzling story of family, wealth and the long reach of the
past. It shows how racial, political and sexual differences can tear apart both a country and the
human heart—not just once, but many times, until the ghosts are fed and freed.
Ceylon, or Sri Lanka, was long known to travellers for its luxuriant landscapes, colourful
temples and friendly inhabitants – the island once named Serendip. This book explores the
sojourns of gay visitors from the late 1800s to the modern day, providing a history of
homosexuality, travel and cultural encounter on the island. The book offers profiles of major
figures in Sri Lankan culture and of homosexual visitors, both famous and infamous, to the
island. It discusses the experiences of sojourners including the Victorian social reformer
Edward Carpenter and the German naturalist Ernst Haeckel, such British and American writers
as Paul Bowles and Arthur C. Clarke, and the Australian painter Donald Friend. It also pays
particular attention to Lionel Wendt, one of the most important modernist photographers
outside Europe. For these figures, an erotic appreciation of young men whom they
encountered mixed with interest in Sinhalese art, Buddhist and Hindu spirituality, and the flora
and fauna of the island. Their experiences influenced modern writing, art and dance. Cultural
influences moved in both directions, however, and Sri Lankans also found inspiration from
abroad. The book argues that homosexuals played a major role in the transmission of cultural
influences from Sri Lanka to the rest of the world, and from the wider world to this Indian
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Ocean island. Providing an original analysis of gay cultures in Sri Lanka from Victorian
encounters to the present day, this book is the first study of Sri Lanka as a site of gay travel.
An excellent study of trans-national cultural exchange, sexuality and the relationships between
them, it will be of interest to academics in the field of Asian Studies, Colonial History and Gay
and Queer Studies.
In this remarkable debut novel, a boy’s bittersweet passage to maturity and sexual awakening
is set against escalating political tensions in Sri Lanka, during the seven years leading up to
the 1983 riots. Arjie Chelvaratnam is a Tamil boy growing up in an extended family in
Colombo. It is through his eyes that the story unfolds and we meet a delightful, sometimes
eccentric cast of characters. Arjie’s journey from the luminous simplicity of childhood days into
the more intricately shaded world of adults – with its secrets, its injustices, and its capacity for
violence – is a memorable one, as time and time again the true longings of the human heart
are held against the way things are.
Wry humor and a delicious grasp of the friction between generations in Bangalore are the
hallmarks of Lavanya Sankaran’s fresh, deeply nuanced debut collection. “A potpourri of
beggars and billionaires and determinedly laid-back ways,” Bangalore, India’s own Silicon
Valley, is a crucible for prosperity, and at the chaotic crossroads between past and present.
Here, American-trained professionals like Tara return to their old-fashioned families with heads
full of Quentin Tarantino dialogue; a successful entrepreneur is shaken when his partner
suddenly reneges on their plan to return to America; a traditional Indian mother slyly
circumvents her Western-educated daughter’s resistance to marriage; a neighborhood gossip
is determined to discover what goes on behind the closed curtains of the hip young couple
across the street; a chauffeur must reconcile his more orthodox credos with his employer’s
miniskirt lifestyle. Witty, affectionate, and wonderfully wise, Lavanya Sankaran’s first collection
attests to her remarkable literary talent.
In Racialized Bodies, Disabling Worlds, Parin Dossa explores the lives of Canadian Muslim
women who share their stories of social marginalization and disenfranchisement in a disabling
world. She shows how these women, who are subjected to social erasure in policy and
research, define their identities and claim their humanity using the language of everyday life.
Based on narrative ethnography, Racialized Bodies, Disabling Worlds makes a case for
positive acknowledgement of perceived differences of nationality, religion, multiple-abilities,
and gendered and race-based identities. It offers a powerful argument for bridging two
disparate bodies of work: disability studies and anti-racist feminism. Most significantly, it shows
how racialized Muslim women with disabilities are redefining the parameters of their social
worlds and developing a distinctively pluralistic understanding of abilities. This ground-breaking
work gives presence to the lives of people who are otherwise rendered socially invisible.
This stunning portrait of a famous marriage in ancient India tells the story of Yasodhara, wife of
the Buddha, as intimately reimagined by the bestselling author of Funny Boy. In this sweeping
story, at once epic and startlingly intimate, Shyam Selvadurai introduces us to Siddhartha
Gautama, otherwise known as the Buddha, a promising and politically astute young man
settling into his life as a newlywed to Yasodhara, a young woman of great intelligence and
spirit. The novel traces their early life together, and then the unthinkable turmoil as
Siddhartha's spiritual calling takes over and their partnership slowly, inexorably crumbles. How
does a woman live in ancient India if her husband abandons her? Even a well-born woman
with a revered husband? And what path might she take towards enlightenment herself?
Selvadurai examines these questions with empathy and insight, creating a rich, strikingly
relevant portrait of a singular marriage, and of the woman who until now has been a shadow in
the historical record. Mansions of the Moon is a literary event, and a remarkable moment in a
beloved author's career.
Amrith comes to terms with his sexuality in this sweeping coming-of-age story set against the
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stormy backdrop of monsoon season in 1980s Sri Lanka. For fans of Call Me By Your Name.
Shyam Selvadurai’s brilliant novels, Funny Boy and Cinnamon Gardens, have garnered him
international acclaim. In his first young adult novel, he explores first love with clarity, humor
and compassion. The setting is Sri Lanka, 1980, and it is the season of monsoons. Fourteenyear-old Amrith is caught up in the life of the cheerful, well-to-do household in which he is
being raised by his vibrant Auntie Bundle and kindly Uncle Lucky. He tries not to think of his life
“before,” when his doting mother was still alive. Amrith’s holiday plans seem unpromising: he
wants to appear in his school’s production of Othello and he is learning to type at Uncle
Lucky’s tropical fish business. Then, like an unexpected monsoon, his cousin arrives from
Canada and Amrith’s ordered life is storm-tossed. He finds himself falling in love with the
Canadian boy. Othello, with its powerful theme of disastrous jealousy, is the backdrop to the
drama in which Amrith finds himself immersed.
A National Book Critics Circle Award winner and New York Times Notable Book: “intelligent,
versatile . . . profound” stories of migration in America (The Washington Post Book World).
Illuminating a new world of people in migration that has transformed the essence of America,
these collected stories are a dazzling display of the vision of this critically-acclaimed
contemporary writer. An aristocratic Filipina negotiates a new life for herself with an Atlanta
investment banker. A Vietnam vet returns to Florida, a place now more foreign than the Asia of
his war experience. An Indian widow tries to explain her culture’s traditions of grieving to her
well-intentioned friends. And in the title story, an Iraqi Jew whose travels have ended in
Queens suddenly finds himself an unwitting guerrilla in a South American jungle. Passionate,
comic, violent, and tender, these stories draw us into a cultural fusion in the midst of its birth
pangs, expressing a “consummated romance with the American language” (The New York
Times Book Review).
Recently, South Asian writers such as Salman Rushdie, Michael Ondaatje, Rohinton Mistry,
Bharati Mukherjee, Jhumpa Lahiri, and Monica Ali have been dominating the world’s literary
scene, winning prestigious prizes, and appearing on numerous bestseller lists, and being
hailed by critics and readers worldwide. Yet never before has their work appeared together in
an anthology. Now, for the first time, the internationally heralded writer Shyam Selvadurai has
collected the very best of South Asian short fiction in Story-Wallah!, a remarkable anthology
showcasing 26 beautifully written stories whose memorable characters will remain with the
reader long after they have closed the pages of this book. A "wallah" is a hawker or merchant.
In Story-Wallah! some of the world’s best fiction writers hawk their wares from different parts
of the South Asian diaspora - Canada, the United States, Britain, Guyana, Trinidad, Malaysia,
Tanzania, Fiji - creating a virtual map of the world with their tales. There is an eclectic quality to
the way the stories jostle up against each other: life on a sugar plantation in Trinidad next to
the story of a childhood in rural 1930’s Australia. A Christmas in Fiji next to the attempts by an
Indian family in South Africa to arrange a marriage for their rebellious daughter. A honeymoon
in lush Sri Lanka next to the trials of a Bangladeshi refugee in England. The result is a
marvelous cacophony, like early morning at a South Asian bazaar. Story-Wallah! is essential
reading for anyone with an interest in South Asian writers and the dynamic, important tales
they have to tell.
Following the phenomenal success of Michael Ondaatje’s Booker Prize-winning third novel,
The English Patient, expectations were almost insurmountable. The internationally acclaimed
#1 bestseller had made Ondaatje the first Canadian novelist ever to win the Booker. Four
years later, in 1996, a motion picture based on the book brought the story to a vast new
audience. The film, starring Ralph Fiennes and Juliette Binoche, went on to win numerous
prizes, among them nine Academy Awards, including Best Picture. Worldwide Englishlanguage sales of the book topped two million copies. But in April 2000, Anil’s Ghost was
widely hailed as Ondaatje’s most powerful and engrossing novel to date. Winning a Governor
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General’s Literary Award for Fiction, the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize and the Giller Prize,
Anil’s Ghost became an international bestseller. “Nowhere has Ondaatje written more
beautifully,” said The New York Times Book Review. The setting is Sri Lanka. Steeped in
centuries of cultural achievement and tradition, the country has been ravaged in the late
twentieth century by bloody civil war. As in The English Patient, Ondaatje’s latest novel follows
a woman’s attempt to piece together the lost life of a victim of war. Anil Tissera, born in Sri
Lanka but educated in England and the U.S., is sent by an international human rights group to
participate in an investigation into suspected mass political murders in her homeland. Working
with an archaeologist, she discovers a skeleton whose identity takes Anil on a fascinating
journey that involves a riveting mystery. What follows, in a novel rich with character, emotion,
and incident, is a story about love and loss, about family, identity and the unknown enemy. And
it is a quest to unlock the hidden past – like a handful of soil analyzed by an archaeologist, the
story becomes more diffuse the farther we reach into history. A universal tale of the casualties
of war, unfolding as a detective story, the book gradually gives way to a more intricate
exploration of its characters, a symphony of loss and loneliness haunted by a cast of solitary
strangers and ghosts. The atrocities of a seemingly futile, muddled war are juxtaposed against
the ancient, complex and ultimately redemptive culture and landscape of Sri Lanka. Anil’s
Ghost is Michael Ondaatje's first novel to be set in the country of his birth. “There’s a
tendency with us in England and North America to say it’s a book ‘about Sri Lanka.’ But it’s
just my take on a few characters, a personal tunnelling into that … The book’s not just about Sri
Lanka; it’s a story that’s very familiar in other parts of the world” – in Africa, in Yugoslavia, in
South America, in Ireland. “I didn’t want it to be a political tract. I wanted it to be a human
study of people in the midst of fear.”
A vivid, glittering, savage collection of stories from an astonishing literary talent.
Salman Rushdie's writing is engaged with translation in many ways: translator-figures tell and
retell stories in his novels, while acts of translation are catalysts for climactic events. Covering
his major novels as well as his often-neglected short stories and writing for children, Salman
Rushdie and Translation explores the role of translation in Rushdie's work. In this book, Jenni
Ramone draws on contemporary translation theory to analyse the part translation plays in
Rushdie's appropriation of historical and contemporary Indian narratives of independence and
migration.
Cry, the Peacock is the story of a young girl, Maya, obsessed by a childhood prophecy of
disaster. The author builds up an atmosphere of tension as torrid and oppressive as a stifling
Indian summer, both in the crowded, colourful cities and the strangely beautiful countryside.
Maya’s extreme sensitivity never alienates the reader because it is rendered in terms of
measurable human loneliness... How well Desai does in the business of carrying her narrative
through to a satisfactory, even explosive end.' — The Times Literary Supplement, London
This book offers the first substantial critical examination of men and masculinities in relation to
political crises in South Asian literatures and cultures. It employs political crisis as a frame to
analyze how South Asian men and masculinities have been shaped by critical historical
events, events which have redrawn maps and remapped or unmapped bodies with different
effects. These include colonialism, anti-colonialism, state formations, civil wars, religious
conflicts, and migration. Political crisis functions as a framing device to offer nuances and
clarifications to the assumed visibility of male bodies and male activities during political crisis.
The focus on masculinities in historical moments of crisis divests masculinity of its
naturalization and calls for a heterogeneous conceptualization of the everyday practices and
experiences of ‘being a man.’ Written by scholars from a variety of theoretical perspectives
and disciplinary approaches, and drawing on a range of written and visual texts, this book
contributes to this recent rethinking of South Asian literary and cultural history by engaging
masculinity as a historicized category of analysis that accommodates an understanding of
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history as differentiated encounters among bodies, cultures, and nations. This book was
originally published as a special issue of South Asian History and Culture.
Featuring the best of short fiction from South Asian writers, this unique collection includes
contributions from Michael Ondaatje, Jhumpa Lahiri, Salman Rushdie, Bharati Mukherjee,
Monica Ali, and others. Original.
A diverse anthology of short fiction by modern-day Indian women writers introduces fifteen
short stories that represent the rich variety of language, culture, traditions, and regions of the
Indian subcontinent in works by Varsha Das, Rajee Seth, Mahasweta Devi, Anupama
Niranjana, Anita Desi, Rupavati, and others. Original.
Set in 1920s’ Ceylon, during the turbulent closing days of colonial rule, this evocative story of
intertwined lives takes us behind the fragrant gardens and polished surfaces of the elite who
reside in a wealthy suburb of Colombo to reveal a world of splintered families, conflicted
passions, and lives destroyed by class hatred. Annalukshmi, a spirited young schoolteacher,
finds herself caught between her family’s pressures to marry and her own desire for a more
independent life. Then there is her uncle Balendran, whose comfortable life of privilege is
rocked by the arrival of Richard, a lover from his past. Their uneasy reunion re-ignites tensions
with Balendran’s powerful father, and threatens all on which Balendran has built his present
life. Sensual, perceptive, and wise, Cinnamon Gardens is a novel of exceptional achievement –
an exquisite tapestry of lives.
Tropes and Territories demonstrates how current debates in postcolonial criticism bear on the
reading, writing, and status of short fiction. These debates, which hinge on competing
definitions of "trope" (motif vs rhetorical turn) and "territory" (political or aesthetic), lead to
studies of space, place, influence, and writing and reading practices across cultural divides.
The essays also explore the character of diasporic writing, the cultural significance of oral taletelling, and interconnections between socio/political issues and strategies of style.
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