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Sugar Jewell Parker Rhodes
A Bird by Bird for the African-American market--A top-notch writer's guide filled with practical
guidance, essays, and journal exercises for the African-American writer including advice from
E.Lynn Harris, Charles Johnson, and Yolanda Joe. In her introduction, Jewell Parker Rhodes
writes: "Never (in four years of college or five years of graduate school) was I assigned an
exercise or given a story example that included a person of color...While the educational
system and the publishing world have become progressively more welcoming of AfricanAmerican authors, there is still little attention to educating, supporting, and sustaining the
writing process of African-American authors. Free Within Ourselves is a solid first step--it is the
book I wished I had when I started out as a writer. It is meant to be a song of encouragement
for African-American artisits and visionaries. Free Within Ourselves is a step-by-step
introduction to fictional technique, exploring story ideas, and charting one's progress, as well
as a resource guide for publishing fiction." For the legions of people who have a novel stuck in
their word processors, help is finally on the way! Free Within Ourselves is an excellent guide to
all the elements necessary to crafting fiction: character development, point of view, plot,
atmosphere, dialogue, diction, sentence variety, and revision. Writing techniques are taught
using exercises, journaling, story examples, and analyses of famous writing fragments, as well
as several complete stories (including those of James Baldwin, Zora Neale Hurston, and
Edwidge Dandicat, among others). The book is further enhanced by inspirational advice from
successful contemporary black writers (such as Bebe Moore Campbell, Rita Dove, Henry Louis
Gates, John Edgar Wideman, and others), a bibliography, and a guide to workshops, journals,
magazines, contests, and fellowships supportive of black arts.
"Alex Douglas always wanted to be a hero. But nothing heroic ever happened to Alex. Nothing,
that is, until his eleventh birthday [which fell on September 11, 2001]. Then everything
changed"--P. [4] of cover.
Some might say Julian is sheltered. But he lives large, and his eternal optimism allows him to
see infinite possibilities wherever he looks. Despite his optimism, he is anxious about his
stressed family falling apart. Even his ability to "uni-sense" what's happening with his sister is
gone. If he can make his family focus on the magic in the universe, surely they'll appreciate life
again. Now that they are moving from Washington, DC, to rural Maine, Julian can use his
beloved telescope without any light pollution. He can discover a comet, name it for himself, and
show his family how they're all truly connected.As Julian searches the night sky, he encounters
a force that may drive his plan apart. His neighbor, Mr. X, could bring an end to his parents'
dream of opening their B&B. Could one negative force unravel everything? An avid student of
science, Julian understands that there is much about the universe that we don't yet know. Who
is to say what's possible and what's not?
The Gaither sisters are at it again! A sequel to the Newbery Honor Book One Crazy Summer,
this Coretta Scott King Award-winning novel will find a home in the hearts of readers who loved
Brown Girl Dreaming and As Brave as You. After spending the summer in Oakland, California,
with their mother and the Black Panthers, Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern arrive home with a
newfound streak of independence. That doesn't sit well with Big Ma, who doesn't like the way
things are changing. Neither does Delphine. Pa has a new girlfriend. Uncle Darnell comes
home from Vietnam, but he's not the same. And her new sixth-grade teacher isn't the fun,
stylish Miss Honeywell—it's Mr. Mwila, a stern exchange teacher from Zambia. But the one
thing that doesn't change during this turbulent year is the advice that Delphine receives from
her mother, who reminds her not to grow up too fast. To be eleven while she can.
From award-winning and bestselling author, Jewell Parker Rhodes comes a powerful comingof-age story about two brothers, one who presents as white, the other as black, and the
complex ways in which they are forced to navigate the world, all while training for a fencing
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competition. Framed. Bullied. Disliked. But I know I can still be the best. Sometimes, 12-yearold Donte wishes he were invisible. As one of the few black boys at Middlefield Prep, most of
the students don't look like him. They don't like him either. Dubbing him "Black Brother,"
Donte's teachers and classmates make it clear they wish he were more like his lighter-skinned
brother, Trey. When he's bullied and framed by the captain of the fencing team, "King" Alan,
he's suspended from school and arrested. Terrified, searching for a place where he belongs,
Donte joins a local youth center and meets former Olympic fencer Arden Jones. With Arden's
help, he begins training as a competitive fencer, setting his sights on taking down the fencing
team captain, no matter what. As Donte hones his fencing skills and grows closer to achieving
his goal, he learns the fight for justice is far from over. Now Donte must confront his bullies,
racism, and the corrupt systems of power that led to his arrest. Powerful and emotionally
gripping, Black Brother, Black Brother is a careful examination of the school-to-prison pipeline
and follows one boy's fight against racism and his empowering path to finding his voice.
WHAT WOULD YOU DO if your best friend got pregnant? Fourteen-year-old Jaime is used to
her best friend, Melissa, being the center of attention. Melissa wants to be a model—she’s
beautiful, popular, and talented. There’s just one small problem—Melissa thinks she’s
pregnant, and she wants Jaime’s help. But there’s not much Jaime can do. Melissa refuses to
tell her parents; Jaime refuses to be the same old reliable doormat. She’s got a lead in the
school play and a new friendship with Zach. Jaime is changing, too. And she’s sick of being
stepped on! Fifteen-year-old Kelly McWilliams’s debut novel is an inspiring story about
friendship, choices, and learning how to shine.
Thirty years after their disappearance, the previously frozen Willoughbys have thawed out and
returned from the Alps, to the consternation of their children and grandchildren.
A heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing
connections through history, from award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes. An instant New
York Times bestsellerAn instant IndieBound bestsellerThe #1 Kids' Indie Next PickA Walter
Award winner Only the living can make the world better. Live and make it better. Twelve-yearold Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he
observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community in the wake of
what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a
boy from a very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what
has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the
events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who
grapples with her father's actions. Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical
and socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about how children and families
face the complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand American
blackness in the aftermath of his own death.

A magical coming-of-age story from Coretta Scott King honor author Jewell
Parker Rhodes, rich with Southern folklore, friendship, family, fireflies and
mermaids, plus an environmental twist. It's city-girl Maddy's first summer in the
bayou, and she just falls in love with her new surroundings - the glimmering
fireflies, the glorious landscape, and something else, deep within the water, that
only she can see. Could it be a mermaid? As her grandmother shares wisdom
about sayings and signs, Maddy realizes she may be the only sibling to carry on
her family's magical legacy. And when a disastrous oil leak threatens the bayou,
she knows she may also be the only one who can help. Does she have what it
takes to be a hero? Jewell Parker Rhodes weaves a rich tale celebrating the
magic within.
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In the stunning conclusion to award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes’s
mystery trilogy begun in Voodoo Dreams and Moon, Dr. Marie Lavant,
descendent of Voodoo queen Marie Laveau, must confront a murderous evil in
New Orleans. Dr. Marie Levant aka Leveau, great-great granddaughter of Marie
Laveau, has achieved fame and notoriety for saving New Orleans from the wrath
of a vampire. Now she’s taking a break from the city, heading up the highway to
DeLaire. She doesn’t know this backwater town, but an elderly woman called
Nana has been expecting Marie to arrive and save her and others in this Godforsaken place from sickness and death. Yet all of Marie’s powers can’t bring
life back to the corpses she finds in a house by the road. Nor can she force those
who know how they died to say so or to confess. Were the crimes committed by
shape-shifters, vampires, and ghosts—or by living men and women? And even as
Marie searches for answers, a hurricane threatens to break the levees of
Louisiana and cause unimaginable destruction. Jewell Parker Rhodes blends
magic and man-made evil and weaves New Orleans’s past and present into a
spine-tingling mystery that is masterfully crafted and deeply haunting.
In college and graduate school, Jewell Parker Rhodes never encountered a
single reading assignment or exercise that featured a person of color. Now she
has made it her mission to rectify the situation, gathering advice and inspiring tips
tailored for African Americans seeking to express their life experiences.
Comprehensive and totally energizing, the African American Guide to Writing and
Publishing Nonfiction bursts with supportive topics such as: ·Finding your voice
·Getting to know your literary ancestors ·Overcoming a bruised ego and finding
the determination to pursue your dreams ·Gathering material and conducting
research ·Tapping sweet, bittersweet, and joyful memories ·Knowing when to
keep revising, and when to let go The guide also features unforgettable excerpts
from luminaries such as Maya Angelou, Brent Staples, Houston Baker, and
pointers from bestselling African American authors Patrice Gaines, E. Lynn
Harris, James McBride, John Hope Franklin, Pearl Cleage, Edwidge Danticat,
and many others. It is a uniquely nurturing and informative touchstone for
affirming, bearing witness, leaving a legacy, and celebrating the remarkable
journey of the self.
Award-winning author of fiction and nonfiction Jewell Parker Rhodes is a master
of her craft, under-standing how both real and imagined stories can serve as a
pathway to enlightenment. Porch Stories is Rhodes's tribute to her beloved
grandmother, a real account of the love she received and the lessons she
learned. Jewell Parker Rhodes was left in the care of her father and his mother
when her own mother abandoned the family. Grandmother Ernestine's house in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was home to four other grandchildren as well. And
while its crumbling bricks, lack of air-conditioning, and neighborhood rodents
meant that life was anything but easy, the family house was filled with love.
Everyone on their street knew and loved Grandmother Ernestine; men would tip
their hats and children would rush up for a hug any time she was outside. No one
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loved Grandmother Ernestine more than Jewell, who would pass up a movie with
her cousins to sit outside on Ernestine's front stoop and listen to her stories and
her words of comfort. Jewell would later move out West to live with her mother
and father as they reattempted marriage. But that was a short-lived experience.
Before long, she was back in the loving arms of her grandmother, whose wisdom
and warmth gave all of her children the tools to overcome the ordinary and
extraordinary challenges life brings. Porch Stories, described by Rhodes as "an
intergenerational love song," is a loving tribute that is at once candid,
courageous, and reverent -- a literary portrait of family love that readers from all
walks of life can see in themselves.
"A compelling page-turner that will keep readers hoping against hope that
everything will somehow, magically, turn out for the best." — Atlanta JournalConstitution With a new Afterword from the author reflecting on the 100th
anniversary of one of the most heinous tragedies in American history—the 1921
burning of Greenwood, an affluent black section of Tulsa, Oklahoma, known as
the "Negro Wall Street"—Jewell Parker Rhodes’ powerful and unforgettable novel
of racism, vigilantism, and injustice, weaves history, mysticism, and murder into a
harrowing tale of dreams and violence gone awry. Tulsa, Oklahoma, 1921. A
white woman and a black man are alone in an elevator. Suddenly, the woman
screams, the man flees, and the chase to capture and lynch him begins. When
Joe Samuels, a young Black man with dreams of becoming the next Houdini, is
accused of rape, he must perform his greatest escape by eluding a bloodthirsty
mob. Meanwhile, Mary Keane, the white, motherless daughter of a farmer who
wants to marry her off to the farmhand who viciously raped her, must find the
courage to help exonerate the man she accused with her panicked cry. Magic
City evokes one of the darkest chapters of twentieth century, Jim Crow America,
painting an intimate portrait of the heroic but doomed stand that pitted the
National Guard against a small band of black men determined to defend the
prosperous town they had built.
The Handmaid's Tale meets Wilder Girls in this genre-defying novel about a girl
who escapes a terrifying cult only to discover that the world Outside has
succumbed to a viral apocalypse. Agnes loves her home of Red Creek--its quiet,
sunny mornings, its dusty roads, and its God. There, she cares tirelessly for her
younger siblings and follows the town's strict laws. What she doesn't know is that
Red Creek is a cult, controlled by a madman who calls himself a prophet. Then
Agnes meets Danny, an Outsider boy, and begins to question what is and isn't a
sin. Her younger brother, Ezekiel, will die without the insulin she barters for once
a month, even though medicine is considered outlawed. Is she a sinner for
saving him? Is her sister, Beth, a sinner for dreaming of the world beyond Red
Creek? As the Prophet grows more dangerous, Agnes realizes she must escape
with Ezekiel and leave everyone else, including Beth, behind. But it isn't safe
Outside, either: A viral pandemic is burning through the population at a terrifying
rate. As Agnes ventures forth, a mysterious connection grows between her and
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the Virus. But in a world where faith, miracles, and cruelty have long been
indistinguishable, will Agnes be able to choose between saving her family and
saving the world?
In 1870, Reconstruction brings big changes to the Louisiana sugar plantation
where spunky ten-year-old Sugar has always lived, including her friendship with
Billy, the son of her former master, and the arrival of workmen from China.
From two-time Newbery medalist and living legend Lois Lowry comes a moving
account of the lives lost in two of WWII's most infamous events: Pearl Harbor and
Hiroshima. With evocative black-and-white illustrations by SCBWI Golden Kite
Award winner Kenard Pak. Lois Lowry looks back at history through a personal
lens as she draws from her own memories as a child in Hawaii and Japan, as
well as from historical research, in this stunning work in verse for young readers.
On the Horizon tells the story of people whose lives were lost or forever altered
by the twin tragedies of Pearl Harbor and Hiroshima. Based on the lives of
soldiers at Pearl Harbor and civilians in Hiroshima,On the Horizon contemplates
humanity and war through verse that sings with pain, truth, and the importance of
bridging cultural divides. This masterful work emphasizes empathy and
understanding in search of commonality and friendship, vital lessons for students
as well as citizens of today's world. Kenard Pak's stunning illustrations depict reallife people, places, and events, making for an incredibly vivid return to our
collective past. In turns haunting, heartbreaking, and uplifting,On the Horizonwill
remind readers of the horrors and heroism in our past, as well as offer hope for
our future.
'Addy is a heroine any reader might aspire to be, a teenager who learns to trust her own voice
and instincts, who realizes that fire can live within someone, too' - New York Times From
award-winning and bestselling author Jewell Parker Rhodes comes a powerful coming-of-age
survival tale set during a devastating wild fire. Addy is haunted by the tragic fire that killed her
parents, leaving her to be raised by her grandmother. Now, years later, Addy's grandmother
has enrolled her in a summer wilderness programme. There, Addy joins five other Black city
kids - each with their own troubles - to spend a summer out west. Deep in the forest, the kids
learn new (and to them) strange skills: camping, hiking, rock climbing and how to start and
safely put out campfires. Most important, they learn to depend upon each other for
companionship and survival. But then comes a furious forest fire ... From award-winning and
bestselling author Jewell Parker Rhodes comes a powerful survival tale exploring issues of
race, class, and climate change.
From bestselling author Samira Ahmed comes a thrilling fantasy adventure intertwining Islamic
legend and history, perfect for fans of Aru Shah and the Land of Stories. On the day of a rare
super blue blood moon eclipse, twelve-year-old Amira and her little brother, Hamza, can’t stop
their bickering while attending a special exhibit on medieval Islamic astronomy. While
stargazer Amira is wowed by the amazing gadgets, a bored Hamza wanders off, stumbling
across the mesmerizing and forbidden Box of the Moon. Amira can only watch in horror as
Hamza grabs the defunct box and it springs to life, setting off a series of events that could
shatter their world—literally. Suddenly, day turns to night, everyone around Amira and Hamza
falls under a sleep spell, and a chunk of the moon breaks off, hurtling toward them at lightning
speed, as they come face-to-face with two otherworldly creatures: jinn. The jinn reveal that the
siblings have a role to play in an ancient prophecy. Together, they must journey to the mystical
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land of Qaf, battle a great evil, and end a civil war to prevent the moon—the stopper between
realms—from breaking apart and unleashing terrifying jinn, devs, and ghuls onto earth. Or they
might have to say goodbye to their parents and life as they know it, forever.…
A latest edition of a classic guide for book clubs features discussion ideas and recipes for 100
popular club selections, providing such options as Oyster Brie Soup from Water for Elephant's
Sara Gruen and Demetrie's Chocolate Pie and Caramel Cake from The Help's Kathryn
Stockett. Original. 12,500 first printing.
The story of America and African Americans is a story of hope and inspiration and unwavering
courage. In Heart and Soul, Kadir Nelson's stirring paintings and words grace 100-plus pages
of a gorgeous picture book—a beautiful gift for readers of all ages, a treasure to share across
generations at home or in the classroom. Heart and Soul is about the men, women, and
children who toiled in the hot sun picking cotton for their masters; it's about the America ripped
in two by Jim Crow laws; it's about the brothers and sisters of all colors who rallied against
those who would dare bar a child from an education. It's a story of discrimination and broken
promises, determination, and triumphs. Kadir Nelson's Heart and Soul—the winner of numerous
awards, including the Coretta Scott King Author Award and Illustrator Honor, and the recipient
of five starred reviews—is told through the unique point of view and intimate voice of a onehundred-year-old African-American female narrator. This inspiring book demonstrates that in
striving for freedom and equal rights, African Americans help our country on the journey toward
its promise of liberty and justice—the true heart and soul of our nation.
From award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes comes a powerful novel set fifteen years
after the 9/11 attacks in a classroom of students who cannot remember the event but live
through the aftermath of its cultural shift. When her fifth-grade teacher hints that a series of
lessons about home and community will culminate with one big answer about two tall towers
once visible outside their classroom window, Dèja can't help but feel confused. She sets off on
a journey of discovery, with new friends Ben and Sabeen by her side. But just as she gets
closer to answering big questions about who she is, what America means, and how
communities can grow (and heal), she uncovers new questions, too. Like, why does Pop get
so angry when she brings up anything about the towers? Award-winning author Jewell Parker
Rhodes tells a powerful story about young people who weren't alive to witness this defining
moment in history, but begin to realize how much it colors their every day.
Low-life writer and unrepentant alcoholic Henry Chinaski was born to survive. After decades of
slacking off at low-paying dead-end jobs, blowing his cash on booze and women, and
scrimping by in flea-bitten apartments, Chinaski sees his poetic star rising at last. Now, at fifty,
he is reveling in his sudden rock-star life, running three hundred hangovers a year, and
maintaining a sex life that would cripple Casanova. With all of Bukowski's trademark humor
and gritty, dark honesty, this 1978 follow-up to Post Office and Factotum is an uncompromising
account of life on the edge.
Santa's Workshop Holiday Spectacular at the Colchester mansion is a long standing tradition
in Cedarville, however Griffin and his friends are not happy to find that they have been
volunteered as elves by their friend Logan and can not get out of it--but this year the pageant
seem plagued by frequent electrical outages, and during one of them the valuable antique
known as the Star of Prague disappears from the giant Christmas tree, and as they are the
chief suspects, the friends set out to find who took it.
A jazzman, a wharf worker, a prostitute, all murdered. Wrists punctured, their bodies
impossibly drained of blood. What connects them? Why are they rising as ghosts? Marie
Levant, the great-great granddaughter of the Voodoo Queen, Marie Laveau, knows better than
anyone New Orleans's brutal past -- the legacy of slavery, poverty, racism, and sexism -- and
as a doctor at Charity Hospital's ER, she treats its current victims. When she sleeps, she
dreams of blood. Rain, never ending. The river is rising and the yellow moon warns of an
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ancient evil -- an African vampire -- wazimamoto -- a spirit created by colonial oppression. The
struggle becomes personal, as the wazimamoto is intent on destroying her and all the Laveau
descendants. Marie fights to protect her daughter, lover, and herself from the wazimamoto's
seductive assault on both body and spirit. Echoing with the heartache and triumph of the
African-American experience, the soulful rhythms of jazz, and the horrors of racial oppression,
Yellow Moon gives us an unforgettable heroine -- sexy, vulnerable, and mysterious -- in Marie
Levant, while it powerfully evokes a city on the brink of catastrophe. Yellow Moon is part two of
the New Orleans trilogy that began with Voodoo Season -- magical realist fiction that takes the
legend of the voodoo priestess Marie Laveau, as imagined by Jewell Parker Rhodes in the
bestselling Voodoo Dreams, into the present day.

From award-winning YA author Brandy Colbert comes a debut middle-grade novel
about the only two Black girls in town who discover a collection of hidden journals
revealing shocking secrets of the past. Beach-loving surfer Alberta has been the only
Black girl in town for years. Alberta's best friend, Laramie, is the closest thing she has
to a sister, but there are some things even Laramie can't understand. When the bed
and breakfast across the street finds new owners, Alberta is ecstatic to learn the family
is black—and they have a 12-year-old daughter just like her. Alberta is positive she and
the new girl, Edie, will be fast friends. But while Alberta loves being a California girl,
Edie misses her native Brooklyn and finds it hard to adapt to small-town living. When
the girls discover a box of old journals in Edie's attic, they team up to figure out exactly
who's behind them and why they got left behind. Soon they discover shocking and
painful secrets of the past and learn that nothing is quite what it seems.
Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is
separated from the little girl who adores him and travels across the country, acquiring
new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories. Jr Lib Guild. Teacher's
Guide available. Reprint.
From New York Times bestselling and award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes
comes a heartbreaking and uplifting tale of survival in the face of Hurricane Katrina.
Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit community in New Orleans' Ninth Ward.
She doesn't have a fancy house like her uptown family or lots of friends like the other
kids on her street. But what she does have is Mama Ya-Ya, her fiercely loving
caretaker, wise in the ways of the world and able to predict the future. So when Mama
Ya-Ya's visions show a powerful hurricane--Katrina--fast approaching, it's up to
Lanesha to call upon the hope and strength Mama Ya-Ya has given her to help them
both survive the storm. From the New York Times bestselling author of Ghost Boys and
Towers Falling, Ninth Ward is a deeply emotional story about transformation and a
celebration of resilience, friendship, and family--as only love can define it.
In much of the United States, immigrants from China banded together in self-enclosed
communities, “Chinatowns,” in which they retained their language, culture, and social
organization. In the South, however, the Chinese began to merge into the surrounding
communities within a single generation’s time, quickly disappearing from historical
accounts and becoming, as they themselves phrased it, a “mixed nation.” Lucy M.
Cohen’s Chinese in the Post-Civil War South traces the experience of the Chinese who
came to the South during Reconstruction. Many of them were recruited by planters
eager to fill the labor vacuum created by emancipation with “coolie” labor. The
Planters’ aims were obstructed in part by the federal government’s determination not
to allow the South the opportunity to create a new form of slavery. Some Chinese did,
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however, enter into labor contracts with planters—agreements that the planters often
altered without consultation or negotiation with the workers. With the Chinese intent
upon the inviolability of their contracts, the arrangements with the planters soon broke
down. At the end of their employment on the plantations, some of the immigrants
returned to China or departed for other areas of the United States. Still others, however,
chose to remain near where they had been employed. Living in cultural isolation rather
than in the China towns in major cities, the immigrants soon no longer used their
original language to communicate within the home; they adopted new surnames, so
that even among brothers and sisters variations of names existed; they formed no
associations or guilds specific to their heritage; and they intermarried, so that a few
generations later their physical features were no longer readily observable in their
descendants. Based on extensive research in documents and family correspondence
as well as interviews with descendants of the immigrants, this study by Lucy Cohen is
the first history of the Chinese in the Reconstruction South—their rejection of the role
that planter society had envisioned for them and their quick adaptation into a less rigid
segment of rural southern society.
Ten-year-old Sugar lives on the River Road sugar plantation along the banks of the
Mississippi. Slavery is over, but laboring in the fields all day doesn't make her feel very
free. Thankfully, Sugar has a knack for finding her own fun, especially when she joins
forces with forbidden friend Billy, the white plantation owner's son. Sugar has always
yearned to learn more about the world, and she sees her chance when Chinese
workers are brought in to help harvest the cane. The older River Road folks feel
threatened, but Sugar is fascinated. As she befriends young Beau and elder Master Liu,
they introduce her to the traditions of their culture, and she, in turn, shares the ways of
plantation life. Sugar soon realizes that she must be the one to bridge the cultural gap
and bring the community together. Here is a story of unlikely friendships and how they
can change our lives forever. From Jewell Parker Rhodes, the author of Ninth Ward (a
Coretta Scott King Honor Book and a Today show Al's Book Club for Kids pick), here's
another tale of a strong, spirited young girl who rises beyond her circumstances and
inspires others to work toward a brighter future.
From Jewell Parker Rhodes, the author of Towers Falling and Ninth Ward (a Coretta
Scott King Honor Book and a Today show Al's Book Club for Kids pick) comes a tale of
a strong, spirited young girl who rises beyond her circumstances and inspires others to
work toward a brighter future. Ten-year-old Sugar lives on the River Road sugar
plantation along the banks of the Mississippi. Slavery is over, but laboring in the fields
all day doesn't make her feel very free. Thankfully, Sugar has a knack for finding her
own fun, especially when she joins forces with forbidden friend Billy, the white
plantation owner's son. Sugar has always yearned to learn more about the world, and
she sees her chance when Chinese workers are brought in to help harvest the cane.
The older River Road folks feel threatened, but Sugar is fascinated. As she befriends
young Beau and elder Master Liu, they introduce her to the traditions of their culture,
and she, in turn, shares the ways of plantation life. Sugar soon realizes that she must
be the one to bridge the cultural gap and bring the community together. Here is a story
of unlikely friendships and how they can change our lives forever.
Quijana is a girl in pieces. One-half Guatemalan, one-half American: When Quijana's
Guatemalan cousins move to town, her dad seems ashamed that she doesn't know
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more about her family's heritage. One-half crush, one-half buddy: When Quijana meets
Zuri and Jayden, she knows she's found true friends. But she can't help the growing
feelings she has for Jayden. One-half kid, one-half grown-up: Quijana spends her
nights Skyping with her ailing grandma and trying to figure out what's going on with her
increasingly hard-to-reach brother. In the course of this immersive and beautifully
written novel, Quijana must figure out which parts of herself are most important, and
which pieces come together to make her whole. This lyrical debut from Rebecca
Balcárcel is a heartfelt poetic portrayal of a girl growing up, fitting in, and learning what
it means to belong.
The critically acclaimed author of Voodoo Dreams delivers an inspired work of historical
fiction about the warring passions that drove the great abolitionist Frederick Douglass
and two women -- one black, one white -- who loved him. Douglass' Women reimagines
the lives of an American hero, Frederick Douglass, and two women -- his wife and his
mistress -- who loved him and lived in his shadow. Anna Douglass, a free woman of
color, was Douglass' wife of forty-four years, who bore him five children. Ottilie Assing,
a German-Jewish intellectual, provided him the companionship of the mind that he
needed. Hurt by Douglass' infidelity, Anna rejected his notion that only literacy freed the
mind. For her, familial love rivaled intellectual pursuits. Ottilie was raised by parents
who embraced the ideal of free love, but found herself entrapped in an unfulfilling love
triangle with America's most famous self-taught slave for nearly three decades. In her
finest novel to date, Jewell Parker Rhodes vividly resurrects these two extraordinary
women from history, portraying the life they led together under the same roof of the
Douglass home. Here, fiery emotions of passion, jealousy, and resentment churn as the
women discover an uneasy solidarity in shared love for an exceptional and powerful
man. Douglass' Women fills the gaps and silences that history has left in an
unforgettable epic full of heartache and triumph.

Avery comes to the cove to imagine swimming with dolphins -- and to avoid
thinking about her parents' divorce. Maria comes to draw pictures of the special
creatures. Pictures she'll never show to anyone.When a sweet dolphin brings two
girls from very different worlds together, it looks like they might make their
dreams come true . . . together. Maria helps Avery battle her fear of the ocean.
And Avery encourages Maria to share her art with the world. But family
expectations could tear their new friendship apart. Then the girls discover their
special dolphin is in trouble. Can they overcome their differences to help the
dolphin -- and each other -- before it's too late?
An extremely unhappy ten-year-old magically escapes into a city he has built out
of books, chessmen, candlesticks, and other household items.
A Mississippi town in 1964 gets riled when tempers flare at the segregated public
pool. As much as Gloriana June Hemphill, or Glory as everyone knows her,
wants to turn twelve, there are times when Glory wishes she could turn back the
clock a year. Jesslyn, her sister and former confidante, no longer has the time of
day for her now that she’ll be entering high school. Then there’s her best friend,
Frankie. Things have always been so easy with Frankie, and now suddenly they
aren’t. Maybe it’s the new girl from the North that’s got everyone out of sorts.
Or maybe it’s the debate about whether or not the town should keep the
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segregated public pool open. Augusta Scattergood has drawn on real-life events
to create a memorable novel about family, friendship, and choices that aren’t
always easy.
"Previously published as Voodoo season."
A fictional retelling of the life of a notorious voodooienne takes readers into midnineteenth-century New Orleans, offering an interpretation of Marie Laveau's
secret religious practices and how they shaped her surrounding culture. Reprint.
Season In Season (formerly titled Voodoo Season), Jewell Parker Rhodes
revisits the sensual, magical landscape of her highly acclaimed debut novel,
Voodoo Dreams. Moon In the second part of the New Orleans trilogy that began
with Voodoo Season, Rhodes takes on an ancient African vampire in today’s Big
Easy, where thrilling chills await. Hurricane In the stunning conclusion to awardwinning author Jewell Parker Rhodes’s mystery trilogy, Dr. Marie Lavant,
descendent of Voodoo queen Marie Laveau, must confront a murderous evil in
New Orleans.
Sharon M. Draper presents “storytelling at its finest” (School Library Journal,
starred review) in this New York Times bestselling Depression-era novel about a
young girl who must learn to be brave in the face of violent prejudice when the Ku
Klux Klan reappears in her segregated southern town. Stella lives in the
segregated South—in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact about it. Some
stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t. Some folks are right pleasant.
Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn’t
bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up,
much less wandering around outside, Stella and her little brother see something
they’re never supposed to see, something that is the first flicker of change to
come, unwelcome change by any stretch of the imagination. As Stella’s
community—her world—is upended, she decides to fight fire with fire. And she
learns that ashes don’t necessarily signify an end.
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