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From New York Times bestselling and award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes comes a heartbreaking and uplifting tale of survival in the
face of Hurricane Katrina. Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit community in New Orleans' Ninth Ward. She doesn't have a fancy
house like her uptown family or lots of friends like the other kids on her street. But what she does have is Mama Ya-Ya, her fiercely loving
caretaker, wise in the ways of the world and able to predict the future. So when Mama Ya-Ya's visions show a powerful
hurricane--Katrina--fast approaching, it's up to Lanesha to call upon the hope and strength Mama Ya-Ya has given her to help them both
survive the storm. From the New York Times bestselling author of Ghost Boys and Towers Falling, Ninth Ward is a deeply emotional story
about transformation and a celebration of resilience, friendship, and family--as only love can define it.
Drawn back to the Yemen by idyllic memories of ancient cities, spectacular mountains and most of all, the dreamy afternoons spent chewing
the stimulant leaf of the qat tree, Kevin Rushby set out to travel the old trade route from the highlands of Ethiopia to Yemen. The journey is at
times dangerous, often comic; and by accepting the invitation to take qat at every opportunity, the author encounters a wonderful array of
characters - criminals, Islamic scholars, an exorcist and the mysterious Cedric, the travelling companion from hell who offers to help Rushby
find a dhow across the Red Sea. This is the story of a journey, but it also unveils the rich and varied culture surrounding the drug qat. Legal in
the UK but banned in the US, experts variously claim it to be as mild as tea or as addictive as cocaine; in the Yemen it is central to the life of
the country, and Rushby explores as he goes our attitudes towards substance abuse and addiction.
Why do we get so embarrassed when a colleague wears the same shirt? Why do we eat the same thing for breakfast every day, but seek out
novelty at lunch and dinner? How has streaming changed the way Netflix makes recommendations? Why do people think the music of their
youth is the best? How can you spot a fake review on Yelp? Our preferences and opinions are constantly being shaped by countless forces –
especially in the digital age with its nonstop procession of “thumbs up” and “likes” and “stars.” Tom Vanderbilt, bestselling author of Traffic,
explains why we like the things we like, why we hate the things we hate, and what all this tell us about ourselves. With a voracious curiosity,
Vanderbilt stalks the elusive beast of taste, probing research in psychology, marketing, and neuroscience to answer myriad complex and
fascinating questions. If you’ve ever wondered how Netflix recommends movies or why books often see a sudden decline in Amazon ratings
after they win a major prize, Tom Vanderbilt has answers to these questions and many more that you’ve probably never thought to ask.
A fascinating look at history's losers-the myths they create to cope with defeat and the steps they take never to be vanquished again History
may be written by the victors, Wolfgang Schivelbusch argues in his brilliant and provocative new book, but the losers often have the final
word. Focusing on three seminal cases of modern warfare-the South after the Civil War, France in the wake of the Franco-Prussian War, and
Germany following World War I-Schivelbusch reveals the complex psychological and cultural reactions of vanquished nations to the
experience of military defeat. Drawing on responses from every level of society, Schivelbusch shows how conquered societies question the
foundations of their identities and strive to emulate the victors: the South to become a "better North," the French to militarize their schools on
the Prussian model, the Germans to adopt all things American. He charts the losers' paradoxical equation of military failure with cultural
superiority as they generate myths to glorify their pasts and explain their losses: the nostalgic "plantation legend" after the fall of the
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Confederacy; the cult of Joan of Arc in vanquished France; the fiction of the stab in the back by "foreign" elements in postwar Germany. From
cathartic epidemics of "dance madness" to the revolutions that so often follow battlefield humiliation, Schivelbusch finds remarkable
similarities across cultures. Eloquently and vibrantly told, The Culture of Defeat is a tour de force that opens new territory for historical inquiry.
Marin Cole has never: Seen the ocean Climbed a mountain Taken a risk on love ....But if her sister's plan works, she just might do all three.
Ever since her journalist mother died on assignment, Marin has played it safe, refusing to set foot outside the state of Tennessee. Her wildchild younger sister, Sadie, has trotted the globe as a photographer, living off of art and adrenaline. When Sadie returns from a tough
assignment abroad and looks a little worse for wear, Marin reluctantly agrees to a sisters' spa weekend on the tropical island of Saba. But her
lifelong fear of travel is affirmed when Sadie misses the flight, Marin's luggage gets mixed up with another passenger's, and an episode of
turbulence sends her hurtling into the lap of Lucas Tsai, the handsome stranger who stole her sister's seat. For the first time in a long time,
Marin has to step outside of her comfort zone as she explores the island with Lucas and learns what she's been missing out on. With each
breathtaking new experience, Marin gets closer to her real self, the man she’s falling for, and the heart-wrenching truth about why she’s
there in the first place.
A fascinating exploration of our past, present, and future relationship with food For the first time in human history, there is food in abundance
throughout the world. More people than ever before are now freed of the struggle for daily survival, yet few of us are aware of how food lands
on our plates. Behind every meal you eat, there is a story. Hamburgers in Paradise explains how. In this wise and passionate book, Louise
Fresco takes readers on an enticing cultural journey to show how science has enabled us to overcome past scarcities—and why we have
every reason to be optimistic about the future. Using hamburgers in the Garden of Eden as a metaphor for the confusion surrounding food
today, she looks at everything from the dominance of supermarkets and the decrease of biodiversity to organic foods and GMOs. She casts
doubt on many popular claims about sustainability, and takes issue with naïve rejections of globalization and the idealization of "true and
honest" food. Fresco explores topics such as agriculture in human history, poverty and development, and surplus and obesity. She provides
insightful discussions of basic foods such as bread, fish, and meat, and intertwines them with social topics like slow food and other
gastronomy movements, the fear of technology and risk, food and climate change, the agricultural landscape, urban food systems, and food
in art. The culmination of decades of research, Hamburgers in Paradise provides valuable insights into how our food is produced, how it is
consumed, and how we can use the lessons of the past to design food systems to feed all humankind in the future.
The irresistible novel that was adapted into a major motion picture starring Leonardo DiCaprio. The Khao San Road, Bangkok -- first stop for
the hordes of rootless young Westerners traveling in Southeast Asia. On Richard's first night there, in a low-budget guest house, a fellow
traveler slashes his wrists, bequeathing to Richard a meticulously drawn map to "the Beach." The Beach, as Richard has come to learn, is
the subject of a legend among young travelers in Asia: a lagoon hidden from the sea, with white sand and coral gardens, freshwater falls
surrounded by jungle, plants untouched for a thousand years. There, it is rumored, a carefully selected international few have settled in a
communal Eden. Haunted by the figure of Mr. Duck -- the name by which the Thai police have identified the dead man -- and his own
obsession with Vietnam movies, Richard sets off with a young French couple to an island hidden away in an archipelago forbidden to tourists.
They discover the Beach, and it is as beautiful and idyllic as it is reputed to be. Yet over time it becomes clear that Beach culture, as Richard
calls it, has troubling, even deadly, undercurrents. Spellbinding and hallucinogenic, The Beach by Alex Garland -- both a national bestseller
and his debut -- is a highly accomplished and suspenseful novel that fixates on a generation in their twenties, who, burdened with the legacy
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of the preceding generation and saturated by popular culture, long for an unruined landscape, but find it difficult to experience the world
firsthand.
This is Barthes’ seminal text reimagined in a contemporary context by contemporary academics. Through a revisiting of Mythologies, a key
text in cultural and media studies, this volume explores the value these disciplines can add to an understanding of contemporary society and
culture. Leading academics in media, English, education, and cultural studies here are tasked with identifying the "new mythologies" some
fifty or so years on from Barthes’ original interventions. The contributions in this volume, then, are readings of contemporary culture, each
engaging with a cultural event, practice, or text as mythological. These readings are then contextualized by an introduction which reflects on
the ‘how’ of these engaging responses and an "essay at the back of the book" which replaces Myth Today with a reflection on the
contemporary provenance of both Barthes and his most famous book. Thus the book is at least two things at once whichever way you look: a
‘new’ Mythologies and a book about Barthes’ legacy, an exploration of the place of theory in critical writing, and a book about contemporary
culture.

This extraordinarily wide-ranging study looks at the dilemmas of life today and shows how they need not have arisen.
Portraits of living people and historical figures are placed alongside each other as Zeldin discusses how men and women
have lost and regained hope; how they have learnt to have interesting conversations; how some have acquired an
immunity to loneliness; how new forms of love and desire have been invented; how respect has become more valued
than power; how the art of escaping from one's troubles has developed; why even the privileged are often gloomy; and
why parents and children are changing their minds about what they want from each other.
Elegant, brutal, and profound—this magnificent debut captures the grit and glory of modern Hawai'i with breathtaking force
and accuracy. In a stunning collection that announces the arrival of an incredible talent, Kristiana Kahakauwila travels the
islands of Hawai'i, making the fabled place her own. Exploring the deep tensions between local and tourist, tradition and
expectation, façade and authentic self, This Is Paradise provides an unforgettable portrait of life as it’s truly being lived
on Maui, Oahu, Kaua'i and the Big Island. In the gut-punch of “Wanle,” a beautiful and tough young woman wants
nothing more than to follow in her father’s footsteps as a legendary cockfighter. With striking versatility, the title story
employs a chorus of voices—the women of Waikiki—to tell the tale of a young tourist drawn to the darker side of the city’s
nightlife. “The Old Paniolo Way” limns the difficult nature of legacy and inheritance when a patriarch tries to settle the
affairs of his farm before his death. Exquisitely written and bursting with sharply observed detail, Kahakauwila’s stories
remind us of the powerful desire to belong, to put down roots, and to have a place to call home.
A revised and expanded social history of social drinking and the cocktail in America discusses 350 years of drinking
history--from colonial taverns to today's watering holes--and features more than one hundred recipes, including many
new ones, for the most interesting and enduring beverages. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
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In 1979, seemingly overnight-- moving at a clip some thirty years faster than the rest of the world-- Iran became the first
revolutionary theocracy in modern times. Since then, the country has been largely a black box to the West. But inside
Iran, a breathtaking drama has unfolded over those years, as religious thinkers, political operatives, poets, journalists,
and activists have imagined and reimagined what Iran should be. Drawing as deeply on the traditions of the West as of
the East, they have acted upon their beliefs with urgency and passion, and have frequently risked their very lives.-He collected beautiful things. Rare things. Ripped them out of their natural environment and preserved them in all of their
dead splendor. The problem was I wasn't beautiful. I was all of the hideous and ugly realities of the world packaged into
one broken human being. He came to kill me. That was his business. Death. He ripped me out of my natural
environment, the prison I'd created, and locked me away with all of his beautiful dead things. I hated him. I still hate him.
But if I was given the choice and the ability to leave this cage, come back to life, I'd stay dead. In all of my hideous
splendor. Because my murderer can only possess dead things. And I can only be possessed by someone more broken
and ugly than me.
Since 1982, sociologist Terry Williams has spent days, weeks, and months “hanging out” with a teenage cocaine ring in
cocaine bars, after-hours clubs, on street corners, in crack houses and in their homes. The picture he creates in The
Cocaine Kids is the story behind the headlines. The lives of these young dealers in the fast lane of the underground
economy emerge in depth and color on the pages of this book.
Definitive novel of the "Lost Generation" focuses on the coming of age of Amory Blaine, a handsome, wealthy Princeton
student. Fitzgerald's first novel and an immediate, spectacular success. Note.
A gang of robbers lands on an island in Massachusetts and they proceed to rob its wealthy inhabitants. First, they
destroy the bridge to the mainland. Jesse Stone, the alcoholic chief of police in Paradise, a town on the mainland,
organizes a relief operation. By the author of Night Passage.
When an unknown man is found murdered in Paradise, Jesse Stone will have his hands full finding out who he was--and what he
was seeking. When a body is discovered at the lake in Paradise, Police Chief Jesse Stone is surprised to find he recognizes the
murder victim--the man had been at the same AA meeting as Jesse the evening before. But otherwise, Jesse has no clue as to the
man's identity. He isn't a local, nor does he have ID on him, nor does any neighboring state have a reported missing person
matching his description. Their single lead is from a taxi company that recalls dropping off the mysterious stranger outside the gate
at the mansion of one of the wealthiest families in town. . . . Meanwhile, after Jesse survives a hail of gunfire on his home, he
wonders if it could be related to the murder. When both Molly Crane and Suitcase Simpson also become targets, it's clear
someone has an ax to grind against the entire Paradise PD.
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Gardens are immobile, literally rooted in the earth, but they are also shaped by migration and by the transnational movement of
ideas, practices, plants, and seeds. In Paradise Transplanted, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo reveals how successive conquests and
diverse migrations have made Southern California gardens, and in turn how gardens influence social inequality, work, leisure,
status, and our experiences of nature and community. Drawing on historical archival research, ethnography, and over one hundred
interviews with a wide range of people including suburban homeowners, paid Mexican immigrant gardeners, professionals at the
most elite botanical garden in the West, and immigrant community gardeners in the poorest neighborhoods of inner-city Los
Angeles, this book offers insights into the ways that diverse global migrations and garden landscapes shape our social world.
“They shoot the white girl first. With the rest they can take their time.” So begins Toni Morrison's Paradise, which opens with a
horrifying scene of mass violence and chronicles its genesis in an all-black small town in rural Oklahoma. Founded by the
descendants of freed slaves and survivors in exodus from a hostile world, the patriarchal community of Ruby is built on
righteousness, rigidly enforced moral law, and fear. But seventeen miles away, another group of exiles has gathered in a promised
land of their own. And it is upon these women in flight from death and despair that nine male citizens of Ruby will lay their pain,
their terror, and their murderous rage. In prose that soars with the rhythms, grandeur, and tragic arc of an epic poem, Toni
Morrison challenges our most fiercely held beliefs as she weaves folklore and history, memory and myth into an unforgettable
meditation on race, religion, gender, and a far-off past that is ever present.
Homelessness is a complex issue that has been growing rapidly inLos Angeles and in many parts of the United States. It is a
shamethat in our great nation we have not been more proactive andeffective in dealing with this nationwide tragedy. The realityis
that many homeless people live in desperate squalor, and dieon the streets from assault, unsanitary conditions and
untreateddisease. The safety net in this country is sorely insufficient forthose in trouble. But what might be even more
devastatingis the feeling that many people have that they "are nothing,that no one cares and that they are alone facing a reality
that isunbearable." The author wanted to shine a light on this reality.This book is dedicated to those people experiencing
homelessnesswho live and die on the streets in one of the wealthiestnations in the world.
The author of Men Explain Things to Me explores the moments of altruism and generosity that arise in the aftermath of disaster
Why is it that in the aftermath of a disaster? whether manmade or natural?people suddenly become altruistic, resourceful, and
brave? What makes the newfound communities and purpose many find in the ruins and crises after disaster so joyous? And what
does this joy reveal about ordinarily unmet social desires and possibilities? In A Paradise Built in Hell, award-winning author
Rebecca Solnit explores these phenomena, looking at major calamities from the 1906 earthquake in San Francisco through the
1917 explosion that tore up Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 1985 Mexico City earthquake, 9/11, and Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.
She examines how disaster throws people into a temporary utopia of changed states of mind and social possibilities, as well as
looking at the cost of the widespread myths and rarer real cases of social deterioration during crisis. This is a timely and important
book from an acclaimed author whose work consistently locates unseen patterns and meanings in broad cultural histories.
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From the acclaimed bestselling author of Philistines at the Hedgerow comes a remarkably revealing profile of the Miami Beach no
one knows–a tale of fabulous excess, thwarted power, and rekindled lives that will take its place among the decade’s best works
of social portraiture. Created from a mix of swampland and dredged-up barrier reef, Miami Beach has always been one part driftermecca and one part fantasyland, simultaneously a catch basin for con men, fast-talk artists, and shameless self-promoters, and a
Shangri-La for sun worshippers and hardcore hedonists. In Miami Beach it’s often said that "if you’re not indicted you’re not
invited." But the city’s mad, fascinating complexity resists easy stereotyping. Fool’s Paradise is more than just a present-day
profile of a dark Eden. Gaines journeys back into the city’s social and cultural history, unearthing stories of the resort’s past that
are every bit as absorbing–and jaw-dropping–as those of its present. The book begins with a snapshot of the city’s current excess
(this is, after all, a sun-washed hamlet that boasts, on a per capita basis, more bars–and breast implants–than any other place in
America), then plunges into the Beach’s origins, chronicling the audacious rise of such hoteliers as the Fontainebleau’s Ben
Novack and the Eden Roc’s Harry Mufson, the sharp-elbowed tactics of Al Capone and Frank Sinatra, and the Mac-10 shooting
sprees of the Marielito and Colombian drug lords. From there, the narrative shifts to two wildly eccentric souls who gave their lives
to preserving the city’s architectural dazzle and creating its color palette, introduces us to "the Most Powerful Man in Miami
Beach," and arrives finally in the modern day, where we meet, among others, a kinky German playboy who once owned a quarter
of South Beach and publicly flaunts his sexual escapades; a fabulously successful nightclub promoter whose addictive past seems
to have given him a portal into the night world’s id; and a gaggle of young sexy models, dreamers, and schemers on a mission to
achieve significance. Evoking the Beach’s surreal blend of flashy Vegas and old Hollywood glamour, as well as its manic
desperation and reckless wealth, Gaines persuasively demonstrates that though the Beach is–in the words of its most famous
drag queen–"an island of broken toys . . . a place where people get away with things they’d never get away with anyplace else," it
casts an irresistible spell.
TKO Studios presents "Goodnight Paradise" by Eisner-nominated writer Joshua Dysart (UNKNOWN SOLDIER, B.P.R.D.) VENICE
BEACH. CALIFORNIA. SUN. SURF. SEX. MONEY. MURDER. When down-and-out Eddie stumbles upon the body of a murdered
teenage runaway, he vows to bring her killers to justice. His investigation brings him into the darkest truths of his beachside town,
where he finds he may be the only one who cares enough to solve this murder. Written by Joshua Dysart (UNKNOWN SOLDIER,
B.P.R.D.), drawn by Alberto Ponticelli (UNKNOWN SOLDIER), colored by Giulia Brusco (SCALPED), lettered by Steve Wands
(DESCENDER) and edited by Sebastian Girner (DEADLY CLASS). "Dysart crafts a story that works as a painful family drama,
twisty mystery, and powerful social critique" - A.V. Club "As compassionate a portrayal of the homeless as any medium has seen
in recent years" - The Beat "Succeeds in being layered, compulsive and entertaining" - Tripwire
Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style

Do you believe that spending $15,000 on a media center is vulgar, but that spending $15,000 on a slate shower stall is a
sign that you are at one with the Zenlike rhythms of nature? Do you work for one of those visionary software companies
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where people come to work wearing hiking boots and glacier glasses, as if a wall of ice were about to come sliding
through the parking lot? If so, you might be a Bobo. In his bestselling work of "comic sociology," David Brooks coins a
new word, Bobo, to describe today's upper class -- those who have wed the bourgeois world of capitalist enterprise to the
hippie values of the bohemian counterculture. Their hybrid lifestyle is the atmosphere we breathe, and in this witty and
serious look at the cultural consequences of the information age, Brooks has defined a new generation.
A study of Milton's epic in the context of religious debate and visual satire, first published in 2000.
The smell of sweet cinnamon on your morning oatmeal, the gentle heat of gingerbread, the sharp piquant bite from your
everyday peppermill. The tales these spices could tell: of lavish Renaissance banquets perfumed with cloves, and flimsy
sailing ships sent around the world to secure a scented prize; of cinnamon-dusted custard tarts and nutmeg-induced
genocide; of pungent elixirs and the quest for the pepper groves of paradise. The Taste of Conquest offers up a riveting,
globe-trotting tale of unquenchable desire, fanatical religion, raw greed, fickle fashion, and mouthwatering cuisine–in
short, the very stuff of which our world is made. In this engaging, enlightening, and anecdote-filled history, Michael
Krondl, a noted chef turned writer and food historian, tells the story of three legendary cities–Venice, Lisbon, and
Amsterdam–and how their single-minded pursuit of spice helped to make (and remake) the Western diet and set in
motion the first great wave of globalization. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the world’s peoples were
irrevocably brought together as a result of the spice trade. Before the great voyages of discovery, Venice controlled the
business in Eastern seasonings and thereby became medieval Europe’s most cosmopolitan urban center. Driven to
dominate this trade, Portugal’s mariners pioneered sea routes to the New World and around the Cape of Good Hope to
India to unseat Venice as Europe’s chief pepper dealer. Then, in the 1600s, the savvy businessmen of Amsterdam
“invented” the modern corporation–the Dutch East India Company–and took over as spice merchants to the world.
Sharing meals and stories with Indian pepper planters, Portuguese sailors, and Venetian foodies, Krondl takes every
opportunity to explore the world of long ago and sample its many flavors. The spice trade and its cultural exchanges
didn’t merely lend kick to the traditional Venetian cookies called peverini, or add flavor to Portuguese sausages of every
description, or even make the Indonesian rice table more popular than Chinese takeout in trendy Amsterdam. No, the
taste for spice of a few wealthy Europeans led to great crusades, astonishing feats of bravery, and even wholesale
slaughter. As stimulating as it is pleasurable, and filled with surprising insights, The Taste of Conquest offers a
fascinating perspective on how, in search of a tastier dish, the world has been transformed.
It is 1981. Jean Landing secretly plans to flee her beloved Jamaica–the only home her family has ever known, a place
now rife with political turmoil. But before she can make her final preparations, she receives devastating news: Lana, her
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sister, is dead. The country’s state of emergency leaves no time to arrange a proper funeral. Even Jean’s mother,
Monica, who hadn’t spoken to Lana in more than a decade, cannot fully embrace her grief. The tragedy only
underscores Jean’s need to leave an island that holds no promise of a future. Her harrowing journey to freedom across a
battered landscape takes Jean through a terrain of memories: of her childhood, with a detached mother at odds with an
adoring father, of her complex bond with Lana, and of the friends and lovers who have shaped and shared her days. Epic
in scope, The True History of Paradise poignantly portrays the complexities of family and racial identity in a troubled
Eden.
Provides the history and anecdotes about what people eat, drink, and inhale for pleasure
Shows how changes in work, family structure, women's roles, and other factors have caused people to become
increasingly disconnected from family, friends, neighbors, and democratic structures--and how they may reconnect.
"The definitive firsthand account of California's Camp Fire-the nation's deadliest wildfire in a century-and a riveting
examination of what went wrong and how to avert future tragedies as the climate crisis unfolds. On November 8, 2018,
the people of Paradise, California, awoke to a mottled gray sky and gusty winds. Soon the Camp Fire was upon them,
gobbling an acre a second. Less than two hours after the fire ignited, the town was engulfed in flames, the residents
trapped in their homes and cars. By the next morning, eighty-five people were dead. San Francisco Chronicle reporter
Lizzie Johnson was there as the town of Paradise burned. She saw the smoldering rubble of a historic covered bridge
and the beloved Black Bear Diner and she stayed long afterward, visiting shelters, hotels, and makeshift camps. Drawing
on years of on-the-ground reporting and reams of public records, including 911 calls and testimony from a grand jury
investigation, Johnson provides a minute-by-minute account of the Camp Fire, following residents and first responders as
they fight to save themselves and their town. We see a young mother fleeing with her newborn; a school bus full of
children in search of an escape route; and a group of paramedics, patients, and nurses trapped in a cul-de-sac, fending
off the fire with rakes and hoses. Johnson documents the unfolding tragedy with empathy and nuance. But she also
investigates the root causes, from runaway climate change to a deeply flawed alert system to Pacific Gas and Electric's
decades-long neglect of critical infrastructure. A cautionary tale for a new era of megafires, Paradise is the gripping story
of a town wiped off the map and the determination of its people to rise again"-In the tradition of Zadie Smith and Marlon James, a brilliant Caribbean writer delivers a powerful story about four people
each desperate to escape their legacy of violence in a so-called "paradise." In Baxter’s Beach, Barbados, Lala’s
grandmother Wilma tells the story of the one-armed sister. It’s a cautionary tale, about what happens to girls who
disobey their mothers and go into the Baxter’s Tunnels. When she’s grown, Lala lives on the beach with her husband,
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Adan, a petty criminal with endless charisma whose thwarted burglary of one of the beach mansions sets off a chain of
events with terrible consequences. A gunshot no one was meant to witness. A new mother whose baby is found lifeless
on the beach. A woman torn between two worlds and incapacitated by grief. And two men driven into the Tunnels by
desperation and greed who attempt a crime that will risk their freedom – and their lives. How the One-Armed Sister
Sweeps Her House is an intimate and visceral portrayal of interconnected lives, across race and class, in a rapidly
changing resort town, told by an astonishing new author of literary fiction. One of 2021's Most Anticipated New Fiction
The Millions * Lit Hub * O Magazine * Elle.com * Entertainment Weekly * Minneapolis Star-Tribune * Bustle
"Delightful and complex. When Dalby blends the spices, the result is unique and irresistible."—Alan Davidson, author of
The Oxford Companion to Food
"Every so often, you meet people who radiate joy--who seem to know why they were put on this earth, who glow with a
kind of inner light. This inner peace, David Brooks reveals, comes not from a life of self-centered achievement but a life of
interdependence and commitment to others. In The Second Mountain, David Brooks explores the four main commitments
that define a virtuous and meaningful life: to a spouse and family, to a vocation, to a philosophy or faith, and to a
community. Our personal fulfillment ultimately depends on how well we choose and execute these commitments. We
have taken individualism to the extreme, Brooks argues, and in the process we have torn the social fabric in a thousand
different ways. In The Second Mountain, Brooks gives us the tools to repair our fractured society, and shows what can
happen when we put commitment-making at the center of our lives." -- back cover.
Full of fascinating characters and vignettes - from ancient Greeks to suffragettes, from eccentric military men to Catholics
in hiding from persecution - this text looks into how society's changes have altered our views of gardening, who does it,
and how we do it. What drives people to risk their lives in search of a rare Himalayan flower? Why are so many
gardeners homosexual? How did gardening become a respectable career for women? When did looking at other
people's gardens become a national British pastime?
Tastes of ParadiseA Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and IntoxicantsVintage
A look at how humanity transformed history in its search for rare spices, stimulants, and intoxicants documents the drive
for these substances that fueled journeys across the Atlantic to the "new world"
In Trouble in Paradise, Slavoj Žižek, one of our most famous, most combative philosophers, explains how we can find a
way out of the crisis of capitalism. There is obviously trouble in the global capitalist paradise. But why do we find it so
difficult to imagine a way out of the crisis we're in? It is as if the trouble feeds on itself: the march of capitalism has
become inexorable, the only game in town. Setting out to diagnose the condition of global capitalism, the ideological
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constraints we are faced with in our daily lives, and the bleak future promised by this system, Slavoj Žižek explores the
possibilities—and the traps—of new emancipatory struggles. Drawing insights from phenomena as diverse as “Gangnam
Style” to Marx, The Dark Knight to Thatcher, Trouble in Paradise is an incisive dissection of the world we inhabit, and the
new order to come.
A new revolution in homeownership and living has been sweeping the booming cities of China. This time the main actors
on the social stage are not peasants, migrants, or working-class proletariats but middle-class professionals and
entrepreneurs in search of a private paradise in a society now dominated by consumerism. No longer seeking happiness
and fulfillment through collective sacrifice and socialist ideals, they hope to find material comfort and social distinction in
newly constructed gated communities. This quest for the good life is profoundly transforming the physical and social
landscapes of urban China. Li Zhang, who is from Kunming, the capital of Yunnan province, turns a keen ethnographic
eye on her hometown. She combines her analysis of larger political and social issues with fine-grained details about the
profound spatial, cultural, and political effects of the shift in the way Chinese urban residents live their lives and think
about themselves. In Search of Paradise is a deeply informed account of how the rise of private homeownership is
reconfiguring urban space, class subjects, gender selfhood, and ways of life in the reform era. New, seemingly
individualistic lifestyles mark a dramatic move away from yearning for a social utopia under Maoist socialism. Yet the
privatization of property and urban living have engendered a simultaneous movement of public engagement among
homeowners as they confront the encroaching power of the developers. This double movement of privatized living and
public sphere activism, Zhang finds, is a distinctive feature of the cultural politics of the middle classes in contemporary
China. Theoretically sophisticated and highly accessible, Zhang's account will appeal not only to those interested in
China but also to anyone interested in spatial politics, middle-class culture, and postsocialist governing in a globalizing
world.
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