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Argumentative Writing in a Second Language is a collection on teaching
argumentative writing, offering multiple vantage points drawn from the
contributors' own experiences. The value of argumentative writing cannot be
overstated and yet, very little attention is spent on training teachers how to teach
it. Additionally, the term argumentative is often confused with "persuasive" and
other terms that add to students' confusion as to what type of writing they are
supposed to do. The volume distinguishes between "learning to argue" and
"arguing to learn" theories and practices. Part I of the volume is discussionoriented while Part II shares classroom-based research on practices that account
for L2 writers' characteristics and specific needs. Included are chapters on online
teacher resources, assessment of argumentative writing, specific challenges for
Chinese writers, source-based writing, and approaches for learner autonomy.
Author Thomas McCann invites readers to rethink their approach to teaching
writing by capitalizing on students’ instinctive desire to talk. Drawing on
extensive classroom research, he shows teachers how to craft class discussions
that build students’ skills of analysis, problem-solving, and argumentation as a
means of improving student writing. McCann demonstrates how authentic
discussions immerse learners in practices that become important when they
write. Chapters feature portraits of teachers at work, including transcripts that
reveal patterns of talk across a set of lessons. Interviews with the teachers and
samples of student writing afford readers a deeper understanding of process.
Students also report on how classroom discussions supported their effort to
produce persuasive, argument-driven essays. Book Features: A focus on “the
thinking behind the practice,” as opposed to a collection of lesson ideas.
Connections to important elements from the Common Core State Standards,
especially arguments writing. Examples of students at work with examples of the
writing that emerges from their discussions. Portraits of skilled teachers as they
promote inquiry and sequence and facilitate discussions. Appendices with
problem-based scenarios, interview questions for students and teachers,
samples of debatable cases in the news, and more. “In this important book, Tom
McCann has given us not only the admonition to change, but the details about
what effective change must be and what it looks like, evidence that it works
effectively, and details about how to bring it to pass.” —From the Foreword by
George Hillocks, Jr., Professor Emeritus, Department of English, University of
Chicago. “For a professional book to have an impact on the field, it needs to
address a perceived need. Writing arguments for Common Core performance
assessments is a HUGE need right now that this book helps address.” —Carol
Jago, associate director, California Reading and Literature Project, UCLA.
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Backed by solid research, Writing Instruction That Works answers the following
question: What is writing instruction today and what can it be tomorrow? This upto-date, comprehensive book identifies areas of concern for the ways that writing
is being taught in todays secondary schools. The authors offer far-reaching
direction for improving writing instruction that assist both student literacy and
subject learning. They provide many examples of successful writing practices in
each of the four core academic subjects (English, mathematics, science, and
social studies/history), along with guidance for meeting the Common Core
standards. The text also includes sections on Technology and the Teaching of
Writing and English Language Learners.
Help your students craft convincing arguments with award-winning mentor texts
written by teenagers and companion teaching guide.
Teaching your students to think like scientists starts here! Use this
straightforward, easy-to-follow guide to give your students the scientific practice
of critical thinking today's science standards require. Ready-to-implement
strategies and activities help you effortlessly engage students in arguments about
competing data sets, opposing scientific ideas, applying evidence to support
specific claims, and more. Use these 24 activities drawn from the physical
sciences, life sciences, and earth and space sciences to: Engage students in 8
NGSS science and engineering practices Establish rich, productive classroom
discourse Extend and employ argumentation and modeling strategies Clarify the
difference between argumentation and explanation Stanford University professor,
Jonathan Osborne, co-author of The National Resource Council’s A Framework
for K-12 Science Education—the basis for the Next Generation Science
Standards—brings together a prominent author team that includes Brian M.
Donovan (Biological Sciences Curriculum Study), J. Bryan Henderson (Arizona
State University, Tempe), Anna C. MacPherson (American Museum of Natural
History) and Andrew Wild (Stanford University Student) in this new, accessible
book to help you teach your middle school students to think and argue like
scientists!
George Hillocks, Jr. starts with the basic assumption that writing is at the heart of
education, and provides a metatheory to respond to this question: "What is
involved in the effective teaching of writing at the secondary and college
freshmen levels?" The author outlines a variety of theories, explains the bridges
between them, and provides a coherent theoretical basis for thinking about the
teaching of writing. This concern with theory and research is offset by his
attention to the practical matters of the classroom; teachers are shown how to
plan activities and sequences of activities that are appropriate for students who
are within Vygotsky's "zone of proximal development".
Drawing expertise and ideas from research, as well as teachers from across the
country, Every Reader, a Close Reader serves as both an instructional guide and
professional development tool for classroom teachers and instructional leaders to
use when starting or strengthening close reading at the classroom level.
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Author Thomas McCann invites readers to rethink their approach to teaching
writing by capitalizing on students' instinctive desire to talk. Drawing on extensive
classroom research, he shows teachers how to craft class discussions that build
students' skills of analysis, problem-solving, and argumentation as a means of
improving student writing. McCann demonstrates how authentic discussions
immerse learners in practices that become important when they write. Chapters
feature portraits of teachers at work, including transcripts that reveal patterns of
talk across a set of lessons. Interviews with the teachers and samples of student
writing afford readers a deeper understanding of process. Students also report on
how classroom discussions supported their effort to produce persuasive,
argument-driven essays.
This volume is an encyclopaedic reference of prominent literacy terms. Key terms with
frequent misconceptions are debunked to provide a critical perspective. Citation of
relevant theorists and research findings enables readers to further explore these topics.
Introducing a new framework for teaching and learning literature in secondary schools,
this book presents Dialogic Literary Argumentation as an inquiry-based approach to
engage students in communicating and exploring ideas about literature. As a process of
discovery, Dialogic Literary Argumentation facilitates conversation—"arguing-tolearn"—as a method to support students’ diverse perspectives and engagement with
one another in order to develop individual and collective understandings of literature
and their place in the world. Covering both the theoretical foundation and application of
this method, this book demonstrates how to apply Dialogic Literary Argumentation to
teach literature in a way that foregrounds dialogue, learning through inquiry, diverse
views, listening to others, and engagement with our communities. Ideal for preservice
teachers in literacy methods courses and practicing teachers, it features real-world
cases, discussions of the principles presented, resource lists, and conversation starters
for professional learning communities, professional development, and teacher
education.
Learning to Teach Narrative Writing to Adolescents shows you how focusing your
classroom activities on producing content, rather than form, boosts students'
engagement, making them active learners-not passive recipients of knowledge. Hillocks
demonstrates that breaking any learning task into small, doable pieces allows students
to master these tasks and prepares them for more complex learning. In Learning to
Teach Narrative Writing to Adolescents he shares the results of many years of teaching
narrative writing in culturally and economically diverse Chicago schools. You'll see how
"at-risk" kids' competencies increase significantly as they are taught, step-by-step, how
to complete important writing tasks, such as: incorporating detail and figurative
language creating dialogue expressing inner thoughts portraying people and action
writing about scenes and settings combining it all and revising.
A hilarious companion to I Wanna Iguana. Ever since their baby sister came along, Alex
has been forced to share a room with his little brother, Ethan, and it's a nightmare.
Ethan always breaks stuff, snores like a walrus, and sticks crayons up his nose. No
hardworking, well-behaved, practically grown-up boy like Alex should have to put up
with that! Writing letters to his mom convinced her to let him get his pet iguana, so Alex
puts pencil to paper again, this time determined to get his own room. Though all of his
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powers of persuasion can't get his dad to expand the house, he does come through
with a fun alternative to give Alex some space of his own.
Offers advice, tools, and strategies to build struggling learners' language skills.
What are the moves that an academic writer makes? How does writing as an
intellectual change the way we work from sources? In Rewriting, a textbook for the
undergraduate classroom, Joseph Harris draws the college writing student away from
static ideas of thesis, support, and structure, and toward a more mature and dynamic
understanding. Harris wants college writers to think of intellectual writing as an adaptive
and social activity, and he offers them a clear set of strategies—a set of moves—for
participating in it.
Grounded in the constructivist inquiry approach to science teaching and learning,
Essentials of Science Classroom Assessment bridges science assessment research
and practice, and connects science assessment and learning. This book will help
students in science methods courses to develop essential skills in conducting science
assessment to support student learning. The chapters parallel a typical structure of a
science methods course, making the integration of this text into a science methods
course seamless. Due to its practical and concise nature, this book is also ideal for
practicing science teachers to use as a professional development resource.
THIS TITLE HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT THE 2016 MLA UPDATE. The bestselling book on academic writing in use at more than 1,500 schools. "
Better Arguments Make Better Students — and Better Citizens The ability to make
effective arguments is not only necessary in students’ academic lives, it’s a
transferable skill essential to students’ future success as critical thinkers and
contributing members of society. But how do we engage students and ensure they
understand argument writing’s fundamental components? This book shows the way,
with ready-to-implement lessons that make argument writing topical and relevant.
Students form arguments about subjects of interest, and then reflect on the arguments’
organization, giving them reusable structural models. Complete with guidance on
applying the lessons’ techniques in a unit-wide context, Developing Writers of
Argument offers a practical approach for instructing in this crucial aspect of students’
development.
When students are in elementary school, a teacher who has expertise in teaching the
fundamentals of reading instructs them. At the middle and high school level that stops –
and the timing could not be worse. The literacy demands increase exponentially, yet
typically schools do not teach adolescents how to successfully read the increasingly
difficult materials they encounter throughout their day. As the rigor increases in their
classes, student coping skills become less effective. Consequently, the achievement
gap becomes wider and more difficult to close during the adolescent years. When it
comes time to prescribe an intervention, middle and high school teachers are hitting a
wall. Decoding and comprehension materials are often presented at an elementary
level. The students feel bad enough that they struggle with reading; assigned ‘baby
work’ increases the stigma. This book addresses the need for 6-12 teachers to have
appropriate literacy intervention materials to use with struggling adolescent readers.
This book will also help teachers learn how to support any adolescent reader—struggling
or not—when they encounter challenging text. The book features two strands: decoding
and comprehension. Each strand contains lessons, materials, a difficulty dial, tips for
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implementation and student samples.
A tour de force from acclaimed author Alan Gratz (Prisoner B-3087), this timely -- and
timeless -- novel tells the powerful story of three different children seeking refuge.
Middle and high school students must become proficient readers and writers to
successfully meet the requirements of the secondary curricula and be adequately
prepared for college, employment, and citizenship. Literacy Across the Curriculum is a
guide for educators who are concerned with how students experience literacy
instruction across the secondary school curriculum and need strategies for raising
student performance levels. Each chapter of this edited volume is co-authored by a
professor and classroom teacher within a particular academic discipline, and provides a
set of 4 or 5 provocative scenarios to illuminate the decisions teachers need to make in
order to successfully incorporate literacy instruction within that content area.
This practical guide presents six research-tested historical investigations along with all
corresponding teacher materials and tools that have improved the historical thinking
and argumentative writing of academically diverse students.
Teachers and teacher educators asked for: the latest research on literacy more
information about national standards ways to consider gender in instruction advice for
teaching Advanced Placement classes ideas for teaching media literacy and
incorporating technology effectively into instruction even more resources for mentoring
new teachers analysis of how trends in society, culture, and politics impact teachers
and their classrooms. And Jim delivers. He has revamped his introductory chapters on
literacy learning to include up-to-the-minute thinking from the field, and he has
incorporated lists of key standards and helpful suggestions for reaching them. His
practical strategies turn recent findings on literacy and gender into well-designed,
research-based instruction, and his ideas help you meet the very different needs of AP
students by understanding their goals and providing them with appropriate challenges.
From Dav Pilkey, creator of the New York Times bestselling Dog Man and Captain
Underpants series, comes Hally Tosis, the adorable dog that will take your breath
away! Hally Tosis is a great family dog, but there is one rotten thing about her: her
breath! It is so smelly, Hally's pet parents want to find a new home for her. The children,
desperate to keep their beloved pet, try everything to rid Hally of her stinky stench.
They take her for a breathtaking view, a movie that would leave her breathless, and a
ride on a roller coaster that would make her lose her breath, but Hally's putrid panting
persists! Only a miracle could save her now!
Alex just has to convince his mom to let him have an iguana, so he puts his arguments
in writing. He promises that she won't have to feed it or clean its cage or even see it if
she doesn't want to. Of course Mom imagines life with a six-foot-long iguana eating
them out of house and home. Alex's reassurances: It takes fifteen years for an iguana
to get that big. I'll be married by then and probably living in my own house. and his
mom's replies: How are you going to get a girl to marry you when you own a giant
reptile? will have kids in hysterics as the negotiations go back and forth through notes.
And the lively, imaginative illustrations show their polar opposite dreams of life with an
iguana.
Comprehensive, timely, and relevant, this text offers an approach to discipline-specific literacy
instruction that is aligned with the Common Core State Standards and the needs of teachers,
students, and secondary schools across the nation. It is essential that teachers know how to
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provide instruction that both develops content and literacy knowledge and skills, and aims at
reducing student achievement gaps. Building on the research-supported premise that
discipline-specific reading instruction is key to achieving these goals, this text provides
practical guidance and strategies for prospective and practicing content area teachers (and
other educators) on how to prepare all students to succeed in college and the workforce.
Pedagogical features in each chapter engage readers in digging deeper and in applying the
ideas and strategies presented in their own contexts: Classroom Life (real 6-12 classroom
scenarios and interviews with content-area teachers) Common Core State Standards
Connections College, Career, and Workforce Connections Applying Discipline-Specific
Literacies Think Like an Expert ("habits of thinking and learning" specific to each discipline)
Digital Literacies Differentiating Instruction Reflect and Apply Questions Extending Learning
Activities The Companion Website includes: Lesson plan resources Annotated links to video
files Annotated links to additional resources and information Glossary/Flashcards For
Instructors: All images and figures used in the text provided in an easily downloadable format
For Instructors: PowerPoint lecture slides
This practical resource shows you how to apply Sam Wineburgs highly acclaimed approach to
teaching, "Reading Like a Historian," in your middle and high school classroom to increase
academic literacy and spark students curiosity. Chapters cover key moments in American
history, beginning with exploration and colonization and ending with the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Offers teaching strategies and resources to instruct sixth- through twelfth-graders on how to
prepare and write strong arguments and evaluate the arguments of others, providing step-bystep guidance on arguments of fact, judgment, and policy, and including advice to help
students understand how judgments get made in the real world, how to develop and support
criteria for an argument, and related topics.
Focused on the teaching and learning argumentative writing in grades 9-12, this important
contribution to literacy education research and classroom practice offers a new perspective, a
set of principled practices, and case studies of excellent teaching. The case studies illustrate
teaching and learning argumentative writing as the construction of knowledge and new
understandings about experiences, ideas, and texts. Six themes key to teaching argumentative
writing as a thoughtful, multi?leveled practice for deep learning and expression are presented:
teaching and learning argumentative writing as social practice, teachers’ epistemological
beliefs about argumentative writing, variations in instructional chains, instructional
conversations in support of argumentative writing as deep learning and appreciation of multiple
perspectives, contextualized analysis of argumentative writing, and the teaching and learning
of argumentative writing and the construction of rationalities.
No matter where students' lives lead after graduation, one of the most essential tools we can
teach them is how to comprehend, analyze, and respond to arguments. Students need to know
how writers' and speakers' choices are shaped by elements of the rhetorical situation, including
audience, occasion, and purpose. In Teaching Arguments, Jennifer Fletcher provides teachers
with engaging classroom activities, writing prompts, graphic organizers, and student samples
to help students at all levels read, write, listen, speak, and think rhetorically. Jennifer believes
that, with appropriate scaffolding and encouragement, all students can learn a rhetorical
approach to argument and gain access to rigorous academic content. Teaching Arguments
opens the door and helps them pay closer attention to the acts of meaning around them, to
notice persuasive strategies that might not be apparent at first glance. When we analyze and
develop arguments, we have to consider more than just the printed words on the page. We
have to evaluate multiple perspectives; the tension between belief and doubt; the interplay of
reason, character, and emotion; the dynamics of occasion, audience, and purpose; and how
our own identities shape what we read and write. Rhetoric teaches us how to do these things.
Teaching Arguments will help students learn to move beyond a superficial response to texts so
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they can analyze and craft sophisticated, persuasive arguments--a major cornerstone for being
not just college-and career-ready but ready for the challenges of the world.
This volume details the development and initial evaluation of a supplemental literacy course
intended to support at-risk high school students in the US. Developed using design based
research (DBR), the course combines argument writing and knowledge building literacy
routines to support academic literacy development. Acknowledging the demand for US
students to meet academic literacy standards that emphasize explanatory and argumentative
writing, the text foregrounds knowledge building as key to effective writing development.
Chapters trace the development and implementation of course literacy routines designed using
DBR and use whole-class and individual case studies to demonstrate how informational
reading, discussion, and argument writing become an activity system to support literacy
development. Ultimately, the text has important implications for literacy course design, and the
use of knowledge building analysis and DBR in research. The text will benefit researchers,
academics, and educators in higher education with an interest in academic literacy education,
writing and composition, and secondary education more broadly. Those specifically interested
in methodologies relating to classroom teaching and learning as well as argumentation and
argument writing will also benefit from this book.
This extensively revised edition takes into account recent scholarly inquiry and research on
composition, while remaining focused on the basic substance of pedagogy - the nurturing of
the student mind
Sometimes a student’s best teacher is another student If ever there were a book to respond to
the pressure to increase students’ test scores, this is it. You see, Gretchen Bernabei and Judi
Reimer have had amazing success using mentor texts by students to teach writing well in any
genre. Now, they “hand over their file drawers” and pair 101 student essays with one-page
lessons on topics such as how to: Choose a structure across genres Extract thesis statement
and main points Support points with details Use rhetorical devices and grammatical
constructions Write from the point of view of a fictional character

This classroom resource provides teachers with a strong foundation in the
elements of persuasive writing. In the 21st century classroom, the skills and
strategies required to effectively evaluate and compose opinions has never been
greater. This book discusses why teaching persuasive writing is relevant and
beneficial to the target age groups, and includes resources to help grades 6-8
students examine multiple views on a topic and write their own informed,
effective opinions and arguments. Persuasive writing provides students with an
avenue to examine a topic, develop informed views, express their opinions, and
defend their ideas with logical, evidence-based reasoning. This resource takes a
unique approach to the topic of teaching persuasive writing with an effective
combination of tips, strategies, and resources. With mentor texts, student writing
samples, rubrics, lesson plans, and questions to assess professional growth at
the end of each section, teachers will learn why persuasive writing is so important
in today's classrooms, and how to tackle the challenge of teaching it. This book
includes: 21 persuasive writing strategies; 10 lesson plans; student writing
samples; mentor texts; anchor charts.
A large part of our everyday communication involves argumentation and
reasoning--for example, when we want to persuade others, make good
purchasing decisions, or analyze the messages we receive from advertisers and
politicians. But how well do we prepare students for these tasks? Can they
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critically evaluate a speaker's point of view? Understand rhetorical devices?
Apply logic? Build an effective argument, whether written or spoken? In his new
book, Good Thinking, Erik Palmer shows teachers of all subject matters how to
transform the activities they already use into openings for improving student
thinking. Building on his previous work in Well Spoken (Stenhouse, 2011) and
Digitally Speaking (Stenhouse, 2014), he reveals how all students, not just those
in advanced classes, can begin developing sophisticated reasoning skills that will
improve their oral and written communications. Blending theory with practice,
Palmer shares a wide range of classroom-tested lessons, including ways to
understand argument in paintings and images, address ad hominem attacks
using a traveling debate, create a class comedy club, write syllogisms, analyze
character and plot development, and teach logic through a class Booger Patrol.
He explains complex concepts in simple, practical language that gives teachers a
deft understanding of the principles of good arguments, proper use of evidence,
persuasive techniques, and rhetorical tricks. "Once you start looking, you'll see
arguments everywhere," Palmer writes. "All of them are opportunities to teach
good thinking."
In order for students to write effective arguments, they need to read good
arguments. In this practical book, you’ll find out how to use mentor texts to make
writing instruction more meaningful, authentic, and successful. Author Sean
Ruday demonstrates how you can teach middle school students to analyze the
qualities of effective arguments and then help them think of those qualities as
tools to improve their own writing. You’ll learn how to: Introduce high-interest
topics to students to get them interested and engaged in argument writing. Teach
students to look at multiple sides of an issue and critically evaluate evidence to
construct informed, defensible arguments. Make argument writing an interactive,
student-driven exercise in which students pursue their own writing projects. Use
mentor texts to help students learn the core concepts of argument writing and
apply those skills across the curriculum. The book is filled with examples and
templates you can bring back to the classroom immediately, as well as an
annotated bibliography which links the concepts in this book to the corresponding
Common Core State Standards. Blank templates are also available as printable
eResources on our website (http://www.routledge.com/9781138924390).
Presents a reference guide for educators on how to teach their students the
fundamentals of writing, discussing, analyzing, and presenting effective
arguments, using the Common Core State Standards as guidelines.
Focuses on how to teach, analyze, and assess arguments. Gives clear examples
introducing terms from informal logic, naming particular fallacies, and analyzing
samples of student writing to show the various approaches to argument being
discussed.
Get the whole story on teaching narrative writing "Narrative can foster a new
understanding of self and others, and help people solve real problems together.
In short narrative empowers people. This makes it vitally important to helping
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students become 'college and career ready.'" -James Fredricksen, Michael
Smith, and Jeffrey Wilhelm While Common Core standards on argument and
nonfiction have gotten the lion's share of attention, the anchor standard for
narrative writing has been overlooked. Not anymore, thanks to So, What's the
Story? "Write narratives," states the Common Core, "to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences." In So, What's the Story? James Fredricksen,
Michael Smith, and Jeffrey Wilhelm share lessons and unit frameworks on
narrative writing that help students not only meet the standards, but do important
real-world work. "Narrative is about much more than the form of a story,
identifying a protagonist, or naming its climax," they write, "it's about doing
functional work not only in the classroom and school, but in the community and
the world." With ideas for teaching autobiography, narrative nonfiction, imaginary
narratives, and narratives that employ both words and images, So, What's the
Story? provides practitioners with ways to help students make the leap from
composing stories to understanding how stories and narrative concepts can help
them to identify, critique, and change how their world works. "Narrative writing
empowers individuals as they negotiate the day-to-day experience of their lives,"
write Fredricksen, Smith, and Wilhelm, "but an understanding of narrative is
essential for people in a whole host of careers and professions." Use So, What's
the Story? and ensure that the story of your writers doesn't end with meeting the
standard, but with a lifetime of problem solving with story.
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