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The original rebels: “Brings into clear focus events and identities of ordinary people who should share the historic limelight with the Founding
Fathers.” —Publishers Weekly According to the traditional telling, the American Revolution began with “the shot heard ’round the world.” But
the people started taking action earlier than many think. The First American Revolution uses the wide-angle lens of a people’s historian to tell
a surprising new story of America’s revolutionary struggle. In the years before the battle of Lexington and Concord, local people—men and
women of common means but of uncommon courage—overturned British authority and declared themselves free from colonial oppression,
with acts of rebellion that long predated the Boston Tea Party. In rural towns such as Worcester, Massachusetts, democracy set down roots
well before the Boston patriots made their moves in the fight for independence. Richly documented, The First American Revolution
recaptures in vivid detail the grassroots activism that drove events in the years leading up to the break from Britain.
Originally published in 1961, this classic work remains the most comprehensive history of the many and important roles played by African
Americans during the American Revolution. With this book, Benjamin Quarles added a new dimension to the military history of the Revolution
and addressed for the first time the diplomatic repercussions created by the British evacuation of African Americans at the close of the war.
The compelling narrative brings the Revolution to life by portraying those tumultuous years as experienced by Americans at all levels of
society. In an introduction, Gary B. Nash traces the evolution of scholarship on African Americans in the American Revolution from its early
roots with William C. Nell to this groundbreaking study. Quarles's work not only reshaped our thinking about the black revolutionary
experience but also invigorated the study of black history as we know it today. Thad W. Tate, in a foreword, pays tribute to the importance of
this work and explains its continuing relevance.
The first exploration of the profound and often catastrophic impact the American Revolution had on the rest of the worldWhile the American
Revolution led to domestic peace and liberty, it ultimately had a catastrophic global impact—it strengthened the British Empire and led to
widespread persecution and duress. From the opium wars in China to anti-imperial rebellions in Peru to the colonization of Australia—the
inspirational impact the American success had on fringe uprisings was outweighed by the influence it had on the tightening fists of oppressive
world powers.Here Matthew Lockwood presents, in vivid detail, the neglected story of this unintended revolution. It sowed the seeds of
collapse for the preeminent empires of the early modern era, setting the stage for the global domination of Britain, Russia, and the United
States. Lockwood illuminates the forgotten stories and experiences of the communities and individuals who adapted to this new world in
which the global balance of power had been drastically altered.
In the wake of American independence, it was clear that the new United States required novel political forms. Less obvious but no less
revolutionary was the idea that the American people needed a new understanding of the self. Sensibility was a cultural movement that
celebrated the human capacity for sympathy and sensitivity to the world. For individuals, it offered a means of self-transformation. For a
nation lacking a monarch, state religion, or standing army, sensibility provided a means of cohesion. National independence and social
interdependence facilitated one another. What Sarah Knott calls "the sentimental project" helped a new kind of citizen create a new kind of
government. Knott paints sensibility as a political project whose fortunes rose and fell with the broader tides of the Revolutionary Atlantic
world. Moving beyond traditional accounts of social unrest, republican and liberal ideology, and the rise of the autonomous individual, she
offers an original interpretation of the American Revolution as a transformation of self and society.
In a grand and immemsely readable synthesis of historical, political, cultural, and economic analysis, a prize-winning historian describes the
events that made the American Revolution. Gordon S. Wood depicts a revolution that was about much more than a break from England,
rather it transformed an almost feudal society into a democratic one, whose emerging realities sometimes baffled and disappointed its
founding fathers.
Uncover the remarkable story of the American Revolution! Who were the Redcoats, and what was the Boston Tea Party? Explore key events
like the British surrender at Yorktown, and the writing of the Declaration of Independence. Written in association with the esteemed
Smithsonian Institution, this beautiful visual reference ebook will transport you back in time and onto the front lines of the American
Revolution. Take chronological steps through the American Revolution, starting with the first stirrings of colonial resistance. Learn about
important events and key moments of the war that gave birth to the American republic. Meet the most memorable people from the period,
from George Washington to Benedict Arnold, and explore first-person accounts by soldiers and civilians. This history ebook for children grade
7 and up gives you a complete overview of the most fascinating events during the war. The action is brought to life through illustrated
accounts of every major military action and comprehensive timelines for every stage of the conflict. Gallery spreads feature the weapons,
arms, and uniforms that were used, to give you a full picture of what it was like. Large color pictures, black-and-white drawings, and detailed
maps add intriguing visuals to the history of America, so reading can be engaging and enjoyable. This visual reference ebook also details the
politics of the war and the different parts of society impacted by the events. Learn about the treatment of prisoners and the revolution's
implications for women, Native Americans, and African-Americans. Dive in and explore the parts of the American Revolution you haven't yet
discovered. Mapping the Road to American Independence The American Revolution is the most significant event in American history. Without
it, there would not be the United States of America. More than 240 years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence, this
educational ebook demonstrates why this historical period is still so important today. Journey through the most significant events and battles:
- From Resistance to Rebellion - Before 1775 - The Start of the War - 1775 - Birth of a Nation - 1776 - The Struggle for Mastery - 1777 - A
Widening War - 1778 - Conflict Spreads - 1779 - The Continuing Struggle - 1780 - America Victorious - 1781-83 - Aftermath: A Stronger
Nation
Cover -- Title -- Copyright -- Contents -- List of Illustrations -- Introduction: The American Revolution and the Origins of Democratic Modernity
-- 1. First Rumblings -- 2. A Republican Revolution -- 3. Revolutionary Constitutionalism and the Federal Union (1776-90) -- 4. Schooling
Republicans -- 5. Benjamin Franklin: "American Icon"? -- 6. Black Emancipation: Confronting Slavery in the New Republic -- 7. Expropriating
the Native Americans -- 8. Whites Dispossessed -- 9. Canada: An Ideological Conflict -- 10. John Adams's "American Revolution"--11.
Jefferson's French Revolution -- 12. A Tragic Case: The Irish Revolution (1775-98) -- 13. America's "Conservative Turn": The Emerging
"Party System" in the 1790s -- 14. America and the Haitian Revolution -- 15. Louisiana and the Principles of '76 -- 16. A Revolutionary Era:
Napoleon, Spain, and the Americas (1808-15) -- 17. Reaction, Radicalism, and Américanisme under "the Restoration" (1814-30) -- 18. The
Greek Revolution (1770-1830) -- 19. The Freedom- Fighters of the 1830s -- 20. The Revolutions of 1848: Democratic Republicanism versus
Socialism -- 21. American Reaction (1848-52) -- Conclusion: "Exceptionalism," Populism, and the Radical Enlightenment's Demise -- Notes -Bibliography -- Index

Here is a brisk, accessible, and vivid introduction to arguably the most important event in the history of the United
States--the American Revolution. Between 1760 and 1800, the American people cast off British rule to create a new
nation and a radically new form of government based on the idea that people have the right to govern themselves. In this
lively account, Robert Allison provides a cohesive synthesis of the military, diplomatic, political, social, and intellectual
aspects of the Revolution, paying special attention to the Revolution's causes and consequences. The book recreates
the tumultuous events of the 1760s and 1770s that led to revolution, such as the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea
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Party, as well as the role the Sons of Liberty played in turning resistance into full-scale revolt. Allison explains how and
why Americans changed their ideas of government and society so profoundly in these years and how the War for
Independence was fought and won. He highlights the major battles and commanders on both sides--with a particular
focus on George Washington and the extraordinary strategies he developed to defeat Britain's superior forces--as well as
the impact of French military support on the American cause. In the final chapter, Allison explores the aftermath of the
American Revolution: how the newly independent states created governments based on the principles for which they had
fought, and how those principles challenged their own institutions, such as slavery, in the new republic. He considers as
well the Revolution's legacy, the many ways its essential ideals influenced other struggles against oppressive power or
colonial systems in France, Latin America, and Asia. Sharply written and highly readable, The American Revolution offers
the perfect introduction to this seminal event in American history.
George Washington claimed that anyone who attempted to provide an accurate account of the war for independence
would be accused of writing fiction. At the time, no one called it the "American Revolution" former colonists still regarded
themselves as Virginians or Pennsylvanians, not Americans, while John Adams insisted that the British were the real
revolutionaries, for attempting to impose radical change without their colonists' consent. With The Cause, Ellis takes a
fresh look at the events between 1773 and 1783, recovering a war more brutal than any in American history save the
Civil War and discovering a strange breed of "prudent" revolutionaries, whose prudence proved wise yet tragic when it
came to slavery, the original sin that still haunts our land. Written with flair and drama, The Cause brings together a cast
of familiar and forgotten characters who, taken together, challenge the story we have long told ourselves about our
origins as a people and a nation.
“The best single-volume history of the Revolution I have read.” —Howard Zinn Upon its initial publication, Ray Raphael’s
magisterial A People’s History of the American Revolution was hailed by NPR’s Fresh Air as “relentlessly aggressive
and unsentimental.” With impeccable skill, Raphael presented a wide array of fascinating scholarship within a single
volume, employing a bottom-up approach that has served as a revelation. A People’s History of the American Revolution
draws upon diaries, personal letters, and other Revolutionary-era treasures, weaving a thrilling “you are there”
narrative—“a tapestry that uses individual experiences to illustrate the larger stories”. Raphael shifts the focus away from
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson to the slaves they owned, the Indians they displaced, and the men and boys
who did the fighting (Los Angeles Times Book Review). This “remarkable perspective on a familiar part of American
history” helps us appreciate more fully the incredible diversity of the American Revolution (Kirkus Reviews). “Through
letters, diaries, and other accounts, Raphael shows these individuals—white women and men of the farming and laboring
classes, free and enslaved African Americans, Native Americans, loyalists, and religious pacifists—acting for or against
the Revolution and enduring a war that compounded the difficulties of everyday life.” —Library Journal “A tour de force . .
. Ray Raphael has probably altered the way in which future historians will see events.” —The Sunday Times
The American war against British imperial rule (1775-1783) was the world's first great popular revolution. Ideologically
defined by the colonists' formal Declaration of Independence in 1776, the struggle has taken on something of a mythic
character. From the Boston Tea Party to Paul Revere's ride to raise the countryside of New England against the march of
the Redcoats; and from the American travails of Bunker Hill (1775) to the final humiliation of the British at Yorktown
(1781), the entire contest is now emblematic of American national identity. Stephen Conway shows that, beyond
mythology, this was more than just a local conflict: rather a titanic struggle between France and Britain. The Thirteen
Colonies were merely one frontline of an extended theatre of operations, with each superpower aiming to deliver the
knockout blow. This bold new history recognizes the war as the Revolution but situates it on the wider, global canvas of
European warfare.
Warfare in colonial North America: paths to revolution / Samuel J. Watson -- The origins of the American Revolution and
the opening moves / Edward G. Lengel -- From defeat to victory in the north: 1777-1778 / Edward G. Lengel -- The war in
Georgia and the Carolinas / Stephen Conway -- Yorktown, the peace, and why the British failed / Stephen Conway -- To
the Constitution and beyond: creating a national state / Samuel J. Watson
Original edition has subtitle: a concise history.
How American colonists reinterpreted their British and colonial histories to help establish political and cultural
independence from Britain In Past and Prologue, Michael Hattem shows how colonists' changing understandings of their
British and colonial histories shaped the politics of the American Revolution and the origins of American national identity.
Between the 1760s and 1800s, Americans stopped thinking of the British past as their own history and created a new
historical tradition that would form the foundation for what subsequent generations would think of as "American history."
This change was a crucial part of the cultural transformation at the heart of the Revolution by which colonists went from
thinking of themselves as British subjects to thinking of themselves as American citizens. Rather than liberating
Americans from the past--as many historians have argued--the Revolution actually made the past matter more than ever.
Past and Prologue shows how the process of reinterpreting the past played a critical role in the founding of the nation.
“Excellent . . . deserves high praise. Mr. Taylor conveys this sprawling continental history with economy, clarity, and
vividness.”—Brendan Simms, Wall Street Journal The American Revolution is often portrayed as a high-minded, orderly event
whose capstone, the Constitution, provided the nation its democratic framework. Alan Taylor, a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner,
gives us a different creation story in this magisterial history. The American Revolution builds like a ground fire overspreading
Britain’s colonies, fueled by local conditions and resistant to control. Emerging from the continental rivalries of European empires
and their native allies, the revolution pivoted on western expansion as well as seaboard resistance to British taxes. When war
erupted, Patriot crowds harassed Loyalists and nonpartisans into compliance with their cause. The war exploded in set battles like
Saratoga and Yorktown and spread through continuing frontier violence. The discord smoldering within the fragile new nation
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called forth a movement to concentrate power through a Federal Constitution. Assuming the mantle of “We the People,” the
advocates of national power ratified the new frame of government. But it was Jefferson’s expansive “empire of liberty” that
carried the revolution forward, propelling white settlement and slavery west, preparing the ground for a new conflagration.
When Americans declared independence in 1776, they cited King George III "for quartering large bodies of armed troops among
us." In Quarters, John Gilbert McCurdy explores the social and political history behind the charge, offering an authoritative account
of the housing of British soldiers in America. Providing new interpretations and analysis of the Quartering Act of 1765, McCurdy
sheds light on a misunderstood aspect of the American Revolution. Quarters unearths the vivid debate in eighteenth-century
America over the meaning of place. It asks why the previously uncontroversial act of accommodating soldiers in one's house
became an unconstitutional act. In so doing, Quarters reveals new dimensions of the origins of Americans' right to privacy. It also
traces the transformation of military geography in the lead up to independence, asking how barracks changed cities and how
attempts to reorder the empire and the borderland led the colonists to imagine a new nation. Quarters emphatically refutes the
idea that the Quartering Act forced British soldiers in colonial houses, demonstrates the effectiveness of the Quartering Act at
generating revenue, and examines aspects of the law long ignored, such as its application in the backcountry and its role in
shaping Canadian provinces. Above all, Quarters argues that the lessons of accommodating British troops outlasted the
Revolutionary War, profoundly affecting American notions of place. McCurdy shows that the Quartering Act had significant
ramifications, codified in the Third Amendment, for contemporary ideas of the home as a place of domestic privacy, the city as a
place without troops, and a nation with a civilian-led military.
For most of the eighteenth century, British protestantism was driven neither by the primacy of denominations nor by fundamental
discord between them. Instead, it thrived as part of a complex transatlantic system that bound religious institutions to imperial
politics. As Katherine Carte argues, British imperial protestantism proved remarkably effective in advancing both the interests of
empire and the cause of religion until the war for American independence disrupted it. That Revolution forced a reassessment of
the role of religion in public life on both sides of the Atlantic. Religious communities struggled to reorganize within and across new
national borders. Religious leaders recalibrated their relationships to government. If these shifts were more pronounced in the
United States than in Britain, the loss of a shared system nonetheless mattered to both nations. Sweeping and explicitly
transatlantic, Religion and the American Revolution demonstrates that if religion helped set the terms through which AngloAmericans encountered the imperial crisis and the violence of war, it likewise set the terms through which both nations could
imagine the possibilities of a new world.
Winner of the Barbara and David Zalaznick Book Prize in American History Winner of the Excellence in American History Book
Award Winner of the Fraunces Tavern Museum Book Award From the bestselling author of the Liberation Trilogy comes the
extraordinary first volume of his new trilogy about the American Revolution Rick Atkinson, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning An
Army at Dawn and two other superb books about World War II, has long been admired for his deeply researched, stunningly vivid
narrative histories. Now he turns his attention to a new war, and in the initial volume of the Revolution Trilogy he recounts the first
twenty-one months of America’s violent war for independence. From the battles at Lexington and Concord in spring 1775 to those
at Trenton and Princeton in winter 1777, American militiamen and then the ragged Continental Army take on the world’s most
formidable fighting force. It is a gripping saga alive with astonishing characters: Henry Knox, the former bookseller with an
uncanny understanding of artillery; Nathanael Greene, the blue-eyed bumpkin who becomes a brilliant battle captain; Benjamin
Franklin, the self-made man who proves to be the wiliest of diplomats; George Washington, the commander in chief who learns
the difficult art of leadership when the war seems all but lost. The story is also told from the British perspective, making the mortal
conflict between the redcoats and the rebels all the more compelling. Full of riveting details and untold stories, The British Are
Coming is a tale of heroes and knaves, of sacrifice and blunder, of redemption and profound suffering. Rick Atkinson has given
stirring new life to the first act of our country’s creation drama.
"Describes the opposing viewpoints of the British and Patriots during the American Revolution"--Provided by publisher.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “An elegant synthesis done by the leading scholar in the field, which nicely integrates the work
on the American Revolution over the last three decades but never loses contact with the older, classic questions that we have
been arguing about for over two hundred years.”—Joseph J. Ellis, author of Founding Brothers A magnificent account of the
revolution in arms and consciousness that gave birth to the American republic. When Abraham Lincoln sought to define the
significance of the United States, he naturally looked back to the American Revolution. He knew that the Revolution not only had
legally created the United States, but also had produced all of the great hopes and values of the American people. Our noblest
ideals and aspirations-our commitments to freedom, constitutionalism, the well-being of ordinary people, and equality-came out of
the Revolutionary era. Lincoln saw as well that the Revolution had convinced Americans that they were a special people with a
special destiny to lead the world toward liberty. The Revolution, in short, gave birth to whatever sense of nationhood and national
purpose Americans have had. No doubt the story is a dramatic one: Thirteen insignificant colonies three thousand miles from the
centers of Western civilization fought off British rule to become, in fewer than three decades, a huge, sprawling, rambunctious
republic of nearly four million citizens. But the history of the American Revolution, like the history of the nation as a whole, ought
not to be viewed simply as a story of right and wrong from which moral lessons are to be drawn. It is a complicated and at times
ironic story that needs to be explained and understood, not blindly celebrated or condemned. How did this great revolution come
about? What was its character? What were its consequences? These are the questions this short history seeks to answer. That it
succeeds in such a profound and enthralling way is a tribute to Gordon Wood’s mastery of his subject, and of the historian’s craft.
The fourth annual compilation of selected articles from the online Journal of the American Revolution.
Tory hunting -- Britain's dilemma -- Rubicon -- Plundering protectors -- Violated bodies -- Slaughterhouses -- Black holes -- Skiver them! -Town-destroyer -- Americanizing the war -- Man for man -- Returning losers
The history of the American rebellion against England, written by one of America’s preeminent eighteenth-century historians, differs from
many views of the Revolution. It is not colored by excessive worship of the Founding Fathers but, instead, permeated by sympathy for all
those involved in the conflict. Alden has taken advantage of recent scholarship that has altered opinions about George III and Lord North. But
most of all this is a balanced history—political, military, social, constitutional—of the thirteen colonies from the French and Indian War in 1763 to
Washington’s inauguration in 1789. Whether dealing with legendary figures like Adams and Jefferson or lesser-known aspects of a much
picked-over subject, Alden writes with insights and broad eloquence.
The American Revolution describes and explains the crucial events in the history of the United States between 1763 and 1815, when settlers
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in North America rebelled against British authority, won their independence in a long and bloddy stuggle and created an enduring republic.
Placing the political revolution at the core of the story, this book considers: * the deterioration of the relationship between Britain and the
American colonists * the Wars of Independence * the creation of the republican government and the ratification of the United States
Constitution * the trials and tribulations of the first years of the new republic. The American Revolution also examines those who paradoxically
were excluded from the political life of the new republic and the American claim to uphold the principle that all men are created equal. In
particular this book describes the experiences of women who were often denied the rights of citizens, Native Americans and African
Americans. The American Revolution is an important book for all students of the American past.
Explore the Captivating History of the American Revolution In an era where political discourse is becoming increasingly polarized, it is worth
reflecting on the circumstances of America
In 1768, John Witherspoon, Presbyterian leader of the evangelical Popular party faction in the Scottish Kirk, became the College of New
Jersey's sixth president. At Princeton, he mentored constitutional architect James Madison; as a New Jersey delegate to the Continental
Congress, he was the only clergyman to sign the Declaration of Independence. Although Witherspoon is often thought to be the chief conduit
of moral sense philosophy in America, Mailer's comprehensive analysis of this founding father's writings demonstrates the resilience of his
evangelical beliefs. Witherspoon's Presbyterian evangelicalism competed with, combined with, and even superseded the civic influence of
Scottish Enlightenment thought in the British Atlantic world. John Witherspoon's American Revolution examines the connection between
patriot discourse and long-standing debates--already central to the 1707 Act of Union--about the relationship among piety, moral philosophy,
and political unionism. In Witherspoon's mind, Americans became different from other British subjects because more of them had been
awakened to the sin they shared with all people. Paradoxically, acute consciousness of their moral depravity legitimized their move to
independence by making it a concerted moral action urged by the Holy Spirit. Mailer's exploration of Witherspoon's thought and influence
suggests that, for the founders in his circle, civic virtue rested on personal religious awakening.
The first one-volume survey of the American Revolution that is both objective and comprehensive, this outstanding narrative history traces
the growth of a conflict that inexorably set the American colonies on the road to independence. Offering a spirited chronicle of the war itself -the campaigns and strategies, the leaders on both sides, the problems of fielding and sustaining an army, and of maintaining morale -Stokesbury also brings the reader to the Peace of Paris in 1783 and into the miltarily exhausted, financially ruined yet victorious United States
as it emerged to create a workable national system.
Myths! Lies! Secrets! Uncover the hidden truth behind the Revolutionary War with beloved educator/author Kate Messner. The fun mix of
sidebars, illustrations, photos, and graphic panels make this perfect for fans of I Survived! and Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales. On April 18,
1775, Paul Revere rode through Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, shouting, "The British are coming!" to start the American
Revolution.RIGHT? WRONG! Paul Revere made it to Lexington, but before he could complete his mission, he was captured! The truth is,
dozens of Patriots rode around warning people about the Redcoats' plans that night. It was actually a man named Samuel Prescott who
succeeded, alerting townspeople in Lexington and then moving on to Concord. But the Revolutionary War didn't officially start for more than a
year after Prescott's ride. No joke. Discover the nonfiction series that smashes everything you thought you knew about history. Don't miss
History Smashers: The Mayflower, Women's Right to Vote, Pearl Harbor, and Titanic.

This third edition of Historical Dictionary of the American Revolution contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 1,000 cross-referenced entries on the politics, battles, weaponry, and
major personalities of the war.
The Oxford Handbook of the American Revolution draws on a wealth of new scholarship to create a vibrant dialogue among varied
approaches to the revolution that made the United States. In thirty-three essays written by authorities on the period, the Handbook
brings to life the diverse multitudes of colonial North America and their extraordinary struggles before, during, and after the eightyear-long civil war that secured the independence of thirteen rebel colonies from their erstwhile colonial parent. The chapters
explore battles and diplomacy, economics and finance, law and culture, politics and society, gender, race, and religion. Its diverse
cast of characters includes ordinary farmers and artisans, free and enslaved African Americans, Indians, and British and American
statesmen and military leaders. In addition to expanding the Revolution's who, the Handbook broadens its where, portraying an
event that far transcended the boundaries of what was to become the United States. It offers readers an American Revolution
whose impact ranged far beyond the thirteen colonies. The Handbook's range of interpretive and methodological approaches
captures the full scope of current revolutionary-era scholarship. Its authors, British and American scholars spanning several
generations, include social, cultural, military, and imperial historians, as well as those who study politics, diplomacy, literature,
gender, and sexuality. Together and separately, these essays demonstrate that the American Revolution remains a vibrant and
inviting a subject of inquiry. Nothing comparable has been published in decades.
Bestselling author Lauren Tarshis tackles the American Revolution in this latest installment of the groundbreaking, New York
Times bestselling I Survived series.
When the Revolutionary War began, the odds of a united, continental effort to resist the British seemed nearly impossible. Few on
either side of the Atlantic expected thirteen colonies to stick together in a war against their cultural cousins. In this pathbreaking
book, Robert Parkinson argues that to unify the patriot side, political and communications leaders linked British tyranny to colonial
prejudices, stereotypes, and fears about insurrectionary slaves and violent Indians. Manipulating newspaper networks,
Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, and their fellow agitators broadcast stories of British agents inciting African Americans
and Indians to take up arms against the American rebellion. Using rhetoric like "domestic insurrectionists" and "merciless
savages," the founding fathers rallied the people around a common enemy and made racial prejudice a cornerstone of the new
Republic. In a fresh reading of the founding moment, Parkinson demonstrates the dual projection of the "common cause." Patriots
through both an ideological appeal to popular rights and a wartime movement against a host of British-recruited slaves and Indians
forged a racialized, exclusionary model of American citizenship.
The introduction, discussion questions, suggestions for further reading, and author biography that follow are intended to enhance
your reading group's discussion of Joseph Ellis's Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary Generation . We hope they will enrich your
experience of this Pulitzer Prize-winning study of the intertwined lives of the founders of the American republic--John Adams,
Aaron Burr, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and George Washington.
A sweeping reassessment of the American Revolution, showing how the Founders were influenced by overlooked
Americans—women, Native Americans, African Americans, and religious dissenters. Using more than a thousand eyewitness
accounts, Liberty Is Sweet explores countless connections between the Patriots of 1776 and other Americans whose passion for
freedom often brought them into conflict with the Founding Fathers. “It is all one story,” prizewinning historian Woody Holton
writes. Holton describes the origins and crucial battles of the Revolution from Lexington and Concord to the British surrender at
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Yorktown, always focusing on marginalized Americans—enslaved Africans and African Americans, Native Americans, women, and
dissenters—and on overlooked factors such as weather, North America’s unique geography, chance, misperception, attempts to
manipulate public opinion, and (most of all) disease. Thousands of enslaved Americans exploited the chaos of war to obtain their
own freedom, while others were given away as enlistment bounties to whites. Women provided material support for the troops,
sewing clothes for soldiers and in some cases taking part in the fighting. Both sides courted native people and mimicked their
tactics. Liberty Is Sweet gives us our most complete account of the American Revolution, from its origins on the frontiers and in the
Atlantic ports to the creation of the Constitution. Offering surprises at every turn—for example, Holton makes a convincing case that
Britain never had a chance of winning the war—this majestic history revivifies a story we thought we already knew.
A new look at the American Revolution: more than the David-versus-Goliath portrayal, it was the very first world war The American
Revolutionary War stands as a monument to freedom and democracy the world over. The American Revolution: A World War
provides a fuller story of a war that involved international interest and conflict. From acts of resistance like the Boston Tea Party to
the "shot heard 'round the world," the struggle for liberty and independence still resonates; this book offers new insight into the
involvement of other nations and the colonists' desire for a country that symbolized their values and the pursuit of the American
way of life. Spain, France, and the Dutch Republic joined the colonists' fight against the British not because they supported
American independence but because they wanted to protect their own interests. These nations offered essential financial and
military support to the revolutionaries, without which the colonists may not have been able to withstand British military supremacy
on land and on the seas. The colonists also benefitted from a fortunate tactical advantage: distraction. Great Britain, working to
protect its lucrative colonial interests in the Caribbean and India from the other European superpowers, turned its attention away
from the American front, enabling colonists to make unexpected gains in the war. These and many other moments in the
Revolution are explored through a global lens to offer more context for this crucial moment in history. Featuring essays from
leading scholars and historians, and fully illustrated with historical military portraiture, documents, and maps indicating campaigns
and territories, this book offers a completely new understanding of the American Revolution: as that of the first world war.
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