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The lives and relationships of five very different people are
transformed by the discovery of a mysterious, ancient, alien
artifact that resembles an angel's shoulder blade
Where did we come from? It's a simple question, but not so
simple an answer to explain—especially to young children.
Charles Darwin's theory of common descent no longer needs
to be a scientific mystery to inquisitive young readers. Meet
Grandmother Fish. Told in an engaging call and response
text where a child can wiggle like a fish or hoot like an ape
and brought to life by vibrant artwork, Grandmother Fish
takes children and adults through the history of life on our
planet and explains how we are all connected. The book also
includes comprehensive backmatter, including: - An elaborate
illustration of the evolutionary tree of life - Helpful science
notes for parents - How to explain natural selection to a child
Believe it or not, today we may be living in the most peaceful
time in out species' history. In this epic exploration of the
human condition, Steven Pinker shows that, despite the
constant stream of news about war, crime and terrorism,
violence of all kinds has been decreasing. Barbaric practices
such as human sacrifice, torture-executions and chattel
slavery have been abolished; rates of death from war and
homicide are dramatically down; and brutality towards
minorities, women, children and animals is in steady decline.
Weaving together psychology and history, science and
popular culture, The Better Angles of Our Nature
reinvigorates the ideals of modernity, progress and
enlightenment. 'His book will change the way you see the
world . . . Pinker's powerful ideas, vivid stories and sparkling
prose make this hard to put down.' Daily Mail 'May prove to
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be one of the great books of our time . . . he writes like an
angel.' Economist 'Masterly, a supremely important book . . .
For anyone interested in human nature, it is engrossing.' The
New York Times 'Marvellous . . . riveting and mythdestroying.' New Statesman 'A marvellous synthesis of
science, history and storytelling, written in Pinker's
distinctively entertaining and clear personal style . . . I was
astonished by the extent to which violence has declined in
every shape, form and scale.' Financial Times 'An
outstanding fruitful read, with fascinating nuggets on almost
every page.' Sunday Times, Book of the Year
Harvard psychologist Steven Pinker’s The Better Angels of
Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined (2012), is a robust
tour of progress in human civilization across several
centuries. Despite commonly held perceptions, influenced by
a news media which incessantly dwells on the worst aspects
of society, humanity has become less, not more violent over
time... Purchase this in-depth summary to learn more.
Betrayed by love and forever scarred by a war in Vietnam,
Henry Allen has had enough of life in Michigan and sets out
on a journey home to Alaska. Although hopeless and
unconvinced that there is anything left to live for, Henry holds
fast to a promise made to an old friend during the war and an
overpowering desire to return home after 20 years. While the
long and winding road takes him back in miles and memories,
he must once again confront shadows in his past that for so
long he has been able to avoid knowing that the darkest of
them still awaits at his journey’s end.
In this sweeping narrative that takes us from the Stone Age to
the Information Age, Robert Wright unveils an astonishing
discovery: there is a hidden pattern that the great
monotheistic faiths have followed as they have evolved.
Through the prisms of archaeology, theology, and
evolutionary psychology, Wright's findings overturn basic
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assumptions about Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and are
sure to cause controversy. He explains why spirituality has a
role today, and why science, contrary to conventional
wisdom, affirms the validity of the religious quest. And this
previously unrecognized evolutionary logic points not toward
continued religious extremism, but future harmony. Nearly a
decade in the making, The Evolution of God is a breathtaking
re-examination of the past, and a visionary look forward.
A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature from the
author of Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature, and
Enlightenment Now. "Sweeping, erudite, sharply argued, and
fun to read..also highly persuasive." --Time Updated with a
new afterword One of the world's leading experts on
language and the mind explores the idea of human nature
and its moral, emotional, and political colorings. With
characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues that the
dogma that the mind has no innate traits-a doctrine held by
many intellectuals during the past century-denies our
common humanity and our individual preferences, replaces
objective analyses of social problems with feel-good slogans,
and distorts our understanding of politics, violence, parenting,
and the arts. Injecting calm and rationality into debates that
are notorious for ax-grinding and mud-slinging, Pinker shows
the importance of an honest acknowledgment of human
nature based on science and common sense.
Reasoning is the critical thinking skill concerned with the
production of arguments: making them coherent, consistent,
and well-supported; and responding to opposing positions
where necessary. The Better Angels of Our Nature offers a
step-by-step class in precisely these skills. Author Steven
Pinker's central thesis is simple: mankind has become
increasingly less violent over the centuries, and will continue
to do so. Pinker is aware, though, that many people
instinctively believe the opposite, and Better Angels is
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devoted to marshalling data to support and illustrate this
central argument, as well as a series of secondary arguments
about how and why humanity has become less violent.
Pinker's interpretative skills – understanding the meaning of
the complex evidence from history – are also on display
throughout, as he tackles the ambiguities of his data, the
problems it presents, and the viable inferences one can draw
from it.

On the eve of Shiloh, one of the bloodiest battles of
the Civil War, a mysterious visitor appears at
General William Tecumseh Sherman’s camp.
Without family or home, with only a uniform and the
name of Jesse, this prepossessing stranger is an
intriguing mix of naiveté and wisdom, ignorant of the
most basic conventions of warfare yet uncannily
familiar with even the most intimate details of
Sherman’s personal life and career. Jesse, in turn,
has only one desire: to remain by Sherman’s
side–for reasons only Jesse knows and isn’t
revealing. Initially unwilling to become a father figure
to this beguiling visitor, Sherman is finally unable to
resist such devotion and tenacity. He takes Jesse
under his wing, determined to train this enigmatic
creature in the art of war–and provide the strength
and wisdom needed to survive its horrors.
Resourceful and courageous, Jesse soon earns the
respect of Sherman’s men, especially the
compassionate but plain-talking surgeon, Seth
Cartwright, and Thomas Ransom, a noble and
handsome young infantry officer. No matter their
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destiny neither man can divert Jesse’s mission. But
what is the truth? What is Jesse’s purpose and why
has this fascinating youth appeared at this most
crucial time in Sherman’s life and in the life of the
bitterly divided nation? In the end we are forced to
ask: Who is under whose wing? The Better Angels of
Our Nature brilliantly re-creates the drama and
brutality of America’s Civil War. Set in the
momentous fourteen-month period spanning Shiloh
and Vicksburg–a time that turned the tide of war and
determined the nation’s fate–this harrowing, lyrically
written novel is filled with unforgettable characters
and wondrous twists that will give readers pause to
reconsider events familiar to us all. Meticulously
researched and movingly written, this masterwork
will remain with readers long after the last page is
savored.
There is a distinct hint of Armageddon in the air.
According to The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of
Agnes Nutter, Witch (recorded, thankfully, in 1655,
before she blew up her entire village and all its
inhabitants, who had gathered to watch her burn),
the world will end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in
fact. So the armies of Good and Evil are amassing,
the Four Bikers of the Apocalypse are revving up
their mighty hogs and hitting the road, and the
world's last two remaining witch-finders are getting
ready to fight the good fight, armed with awkwardly
antiquated instructions and stick pins. Atlantis is
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rising, frogs are falling, tempers are flaring. . . .
Right. Everything appears to be going according to
Divine Plan. Except that a somewhat fussy angel
and a fast-living demon -- each of whom has lived
among Earth's mortals for many millennia and has
grown rather fond of the lifestyle -- are not
particularly looking forward to the coming Rapture. If
Crowley and Aziraphale are going to stop it from
happening, they've got to find and kill the Antichrist
(which is a shame, as he's a really nice kid). There's
just one glitch: someone seems to have misplaced
him. . . . First published in 1990, Neil Gaiman and
Terry Pratchett's brilliantly dark and screamingly
funny take on humankind's final judgment is back -and just in time -- in a new hardcover edition (which
includes an introduction by the authors, comments
by each about the other, and answers to some stillburning questions about their wildly popular
collaborative effort) that the devout and the damned
alike will surely cherish until the end of all things.
Revolt retells the classic Christian story of the war in
heaven between angels led by the Archangel
Michael against others led by Satan. The war ends
with the defeat and casting to the earth of the latter.
The plot emphasises themes of protagonists fighting
a ruling hierarchy, and attempting to escape it, as
well as "hiddenness, delusion, revolution, and
epiphany...a literary exploration of existential choices
in an apocalyptic context"
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Inspiring and insightful, Our Better Angels: Seven
Simple Virtues That Will Change Your Life and the
World celebrates the shared principles that unite and
enable us to overcome life’s challenges together.
“When the waters rise, so do our better
angels.”—President Jimmy Carter Jonathan
Reckford, the CEO of Habitat for Humanity, has
seen time and again the powerful benefits that arise
when people from all walks of life work together to
help one another. In this uplifting book, he shares
true stories of people involved with Habitat as
volunteers and future homeowners who embody
seven timeless virtues—kindness, community,
empowerment, joy, respect, generosity, and
service—and shows how we can all practice these to
improve the quality of our own lives as well as those
around us. A Vietnam veteran finds peace where he
was once engaged in war. An impoverished single
mother offers her family’s time and energy to enrich
their neighbors’ lives. A Zambian family of nine
living in a makeshift tent makes room to shelter even
more. A teenager grieving for his mother honors her
love and memory by ensuring other people have a
place to call home. A former president of the United
States leads by example with a determined work
ethic that motivates everyone around him to be the
best version of themselves. These stories, and many
others, illustrate how virtues become values, how
cooperation becomes connection, and how even the
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smallest act of compassion can encourage actions
that transform the world around us. Here are tales
that will make readers laugh and cry and embrace
with passion the calling of our better angels to
change the way we take care of ourselves, our
families, our communities, and the world.
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies
the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of
allegorical visions, grisly images and numerological
predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the
"Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new
Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
A Complete Summary of The Soul of America The
Soul of America is a book written by Jon Meacham.
The book is about one of the most significant events
from the American history- from the early days of the
United States of America to the present day. The
author wanted to show to the readers what it is that
the entire American nation needed to go through in
order for it to be here where it is now. The journey,
or the struggle, was not easy. There were many
obstacles, such as racial segregation, poverty,
political instability, and wars. However, together with
struggles, fights and challenges the American people
needed different heroes to come on the scene.
Some of them were presidents, while some of them
were ordinary, normal people who only wanted to
better their country. The book describes what the
Soul of America really is and everything Americans
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needed to endure in order for them to be where they
are now. Both historical and emotional, The Soul of
America will show you how what it takes for one
nation to be, to survive and to progress. Here Is A
Preview Of What You Will Get: - In The Soul of
America, you will get a quick understanding of the
book. - In The Soul of America, you will find the book
analyzed to further strengthen your knowledge. - In
The Soul of America, you will get some fun multiple
choice quizzes, along with answers to help you learn
about the book. Get a copy, and learn everything
about The Soul of America .
Included in Publishers Weekly's Top 10 Poetry
Books of 2020 and LitHub's Most Anticipated Books
of the Year! A State of the Union from the nation’s
first Latino Poet Laureate. Trenchant,
compassionate, and filled with hope. "Many poets
since the 1960s have dreamed of a new hybrid art,
part oral, part written, part English, part something
else: an art grounded in ethnic identity, fueled by
collective pride, yet irreducibly individual too. Many
poets have tried to create such an art: Herrera is one
of the first to succeed."—New York Times "Herrera
has the unusual capacity to write convincing political
poems that are as personally felt as poems can
be."—NPR "Juan Felipe Herrera's magnificent new
poems in Every Day We Get More Illegal testify to
the deepest parts of the American dream—the streets
and parking lots, the stores and restaurants and
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futures that belong to all—from the times when hope
was bright, more like an intimate song than any
anthem stirring the blood."—Naomi Shihab Nye, The
New York Times Magazine "From Basho to
Mandela, Every Day We Get More Illegal takes us
on an international tour for a lesson in the history of
resistance from a poet who declares, 'I had to learn .
. . to take care of myself . . . the courage to listen to
my self.' In ways subtle and sometimes proudly loud,
this book makes it clear exactly why Juan Felipe
Herrera continues to be recognized and sought after
for his work. You hold in your hands evidence of who
we really are."—Jericho Brown, author of The
Tradition "In Every Day We Get More Illegal Juan
Felipe Herrera shows off all of his styles. These
poems talk directly to America, to migrant people,
and to working people. Herrera has created a chorus
to remind us we are alive and beautiful and
powerful."—José Olivarez, Author of Citizen Illegal
"The poet comes to his country with a book of songs,
and asks: America, are you listening? We better
listen. There is wisdom in this book, there is a choral
voice that teaches us 'to gain, pebble by pebble,
seashell by seashell, the courage.' The courage to
find more grace, to find flames."—Ilya Kaminsky,
author of Deaf Republic In this collection of poems,
written during and immediately after two years on the
road as United States Poet Laureate, Juan Felipe
Herrera reports back on his travels through
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contemporary America. Poems written in the heat of
witness, and later, in quiet moments of reflection,
coalesce into an urgent, trenchant, and yet hopefilled portrait. The struggle and pain of those pushed
to the edges, the shootings and assaults and
injustices of our streets, the lethal border game that
separates and divides, and then: a shift of register, a
leap for peace and a view onto the possibility of
unity. Every Day We Get More Illegal is a jolt to the
conscience—filled with the multiple powers of the
many voices and many textures of every day in
America. "Former Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera
should also be Laureate of our Millennium—a
messenger who nimbly traverses the transcendental
liminalities of the United States to then speak from
the body politic in confrontation with an enemy
system that threatens the networks that make us
ethical and humane. Every book he writes becomes
his best book and this collection is no exception. He
brings unity and vulnerability to this wide-ranging
and prophetic volume."—Carmen Gimenez Smith,
author of Be Recorder
How can you take the worst thing that ever
happened to you... and use it to make thousands of
children happy? Sadie Keller did just that. Told in her
own words, this girl's inspiring story will stir the soul
of anyone who wants to find hope in humanity.
Diagnosed with cancer at age seven, Sadie sneaked
into her mother's closet and filmed an instructional
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video to help kids like her. It became a viral
sensation. Worried about whether Santa could
deliver toys to all the kids in her hospital, she started
a toy drive. It became a movement that turned into a
foundation and a national year-round program that
has collected tens of thousands of toys for kids
battling cancer. Along the way Sadie met hundreds
of cancer kids... and ended up having to say
goodbye to some of her closest friends. To help save
other children, Sadie teamed up with Congressman
Michael McCaul. She became a star lobbyist,
helping get a law passed that directed billions of
dollars of research aimed at sparking next-level
cures for childhood cancer. And she did it all by
finding angels--friends, family, strangers, and some
of the most powerful people in the world. Better
Angels is a heartbreaking yet heartwarming tale of
what it's like to face the possibility of death at a
young age and how to turn it into a life-giving
opportunity. It can serve as a user's manual for
anyone who wants to change the world... by seeking
and sparking love from the countless people who
can help make it happen.
A human rights lawyer travels to hot zones around
the globe before and after 9/11 to document abuses
by warlords, terrorists, and counterterrorism forces.
John Sifton reminds us that human rights advocates
can only shame the world into better behavior; to
invoke rights is to invoke the force to uphold them,
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including the very violence they deplore.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “In our uncertain
age, which can so often feel so dark and disturbing,
Steven Pinker has distinguished himself as a voice
of positivity.” – New York Times Can reading a book
make you more rational? Can it help us understand
why there is so much irrationality in the world?
Steven Pinker, author of Enlightenment Now (Bill
Gates’s "new favorite book of all time”) answers all
the questions here Today humanity is reaching new
heights of scientific understanding--and also appears
to be losing its mind. How can a species that
developed vaccines for Covid-19 in less than a year
produce so much fake news, medical quackery, and
conspiracy theorizing? Pinker rejects the cynical
cliché that humans are simply irrational--cavemen
out of time saddled with biases, fallacies, and
illusions. After all, we discovered the laws of nature,
lengthened and enriched our lives, and set out the
benchmarks for rationality itself. We actually think in
ways that are sensible in the low-tech contexts in
which we spend most of our lives, but fail to take
advantage of the powerful tools of reasoning we’ve
discovered over the millennia: logic, critical thinking,
probability, correlation and causation, and optimal
ways to update beliefs and commit to choices
individually and with others. These tools are not a
standard part of our education, and have never been
presented clearly and entertainingly in a single
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book--until now. Rationality also explores its
opposite: how the rational pursuit of self-interest,
sectarian solidarity, and uplifting mythology can add
up to crippling irrationality in a society. Collective
rationality depends on norms that are explicitly
designed to promote objectivity and truth. Rationality
matters. It leads to better choices in our lives and in
the public sphere, and is the ultimate driver of social
justice and moral progress. Brimming with Pinker’s
customary insight and humor, Rationality will
enlighten, inspire, and empower.
"In recent years, psychological scientists' narrow
focus on negative emotions and antisocial behavior
has broadened to include a panoply of positive
emotions such as empathy, compassion, gratitude,
and forgiveness and a new emphasis on prosocial,
generous, altruistic behavior. At the same time,
neuroscientists, primatologists, and evolutionary
biologists have begun to identify the evolutionary
and neurological roots of prosocial feelings and
actions. Research shows that human beings have an
innate capacity for prosocial behavior, but the
inclinations underlying such behavior can be
inhibited or overpowered in selfish, neurotic, or
culturally engrained attitudes and values. Genes,
personality, past social experiences, social and
cultural identities, and contextual factors can all
influence the degree to which human behavior is
empathic and generous or cruel, vindictive, and
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destructive. Prosocial Motives, Emotions, and
Behavior, with a subtitle borrowed from an inaugural
address In Abraham Lincoln, is a comprehensive
examination of the interplay of these influences. Part
I considers theoretical perspectives on prosocial
behavior; Part II illuminates the psychological
processes that underlie prosocial behavior; Part III
focuses on specific emotions such as
compassionate love, gratitude, and forgiveness; Part
IV examines prosocial behavior between individuals
at the dyadic level; and Part V investigates prosocial
behavior at the societal level, with an emphasis on
solving intractable conflicts and achieving desirable
social change. This stimulating, wide-ranging volume
is sure to be of great interest to psychologists, social
scientists, and anyone with an interest in
understanding and fostering prosocial
behavior"--Jacket. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2010 APA, all rights reserved).
A noted anthropologist explains how our sense of
ethics has changed over the course of human
evolution. By the author of Hierarchy of the Forest.
In The Better Angels of Our Nature Harvard
psychologist Steven Pinker argued that modern
history has witnessed a dramatic decline in human
violence of every kind, and that in the present we are
experiencing the most peaceful time in human
history. But what do top historians think about
Pinker's reading of the past? Does his argument
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stand up to historical analysis? In The Darker Angels
of our Nature, seventeen scholars of international
stature evaluate Pinker's arguments and find them
lacking. Studying the history of violence from Japan
and Russia to Native America, Medieval England
and the Imperial Middle East, these scholars debunk
the myth of non-violent modernity. Asserting that the
real story of human violence is richer, more
interesting and incomparably more complex than
Pinker's sweeping, simplified narrative, this book
tests, and bests, 'fake history' with expert
knowledge.
Harriet Tubman, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Clara
Barton, Julia Ward Howe, and Sarah Josepha Hale
came from backgrounds that ranged from abject
enslavement to New York City’s elite. Surmounting
social and political obstacles, they emerged before
and during the worst crisis in American history, the
Civil War. Their actions became strands in a tapestry
of courage, truth, and patriotism that influenced the
lives of millions—and illuminated a new way forward
for the nation. In this collective biography, Robert C.
Plumb traces these five remarkable women’s
awakenings to analyze how their experiences
shaped their responses to the challenges,
disappointments, and joys they encountered on their
missions. Here is Tubman, fearless conductor on the
Underground Railroad, alongside Stowe, the author
who awakened the nation to the evils of slavery.
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Barton led an effort to provide medical supplies for
field hospitals, and Union soldiers sang Howe’s
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” on the march. And,
amid national catastrophe, Hale’s campaign to
make Thanksgiving a national holiday moved North
and South toward reconciliation.
PLEASE NOTE: This is a key takeaways and
analysis of the book and NOT the original book. Start
Publishing Notes' Summary, Analysis, and Review of
Steven Pinker's The Better Angels of Our Nature:
Why Violence Has Declined includes: Summary of
the book A Review Analysis & Key Takeaways A
detailed "About the Author" section Preview: Steven
Pinker's The Better Angels of Our Nature argues that
violence has been decreasing over most of human
history. People have innate tendencies towards
violence, but they also have innate tendencies
towards peace. Historical developments, especially
the consolidation of state power and the
Enlightenment, have allowed humans to move away
from violence, murder, and war, and move towards
more peaceful ways of living. The Better Angels of
Our Nature is a daring, provocative, and important
book. As Pinker himself notes, journalists and
pundits generally argue that the world is getting
worse and that we live in uniquely dangerous or
violent times. The September 11th attacks, the threat
of terrorism, and the ongoing wars in the Middle East
are presented as evidence of increasing violence,
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chaos, and instability. Pessimism is seen as realism,
and policymakers declare that unprecedented effort
is required to avert crises.
To get ahead today, you have to be a jerk, right?
Divisive politicians. Screaming heads on television.
Angry campus activists. Twitter trolls. Today in
America, there is an “outrage industrial complex”
that prospers by setting American against American.
Meanwhile, one in six Americans have stopped
talking to close friends and family members over
politics. Millions are organizing their social lives and
curating their news and information to avoid hearing
viewpoints differing from their own. Ideological
polarization is at higher levels than at any time since
the Civil War. America has developed a “culture of
contempt”—a habit of seeing people who disagree
with us not as merely incorrect or misguided, but as
worthless. Maybe you dislike it—more than nine out of
ten Americans say they are tired of how divided we
have become as a country. But hey, either you play
along, or you’ll be left behind, right? Wrong. In Love
Your Enemies, New York Times bestselling author
and social scientist Arthur C. Brooks shows that
treating others with contempt and out-outraging the
other side is not a formula for lasting success.
Blending cutting-edge behavioral research, ancient
wisdom, and a decade of experience leading one of
America’s top policy think tanks, Love Your
Enemies offers a new way to lead based not on
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attacking others, but on bridging national divides and
mending personal relationships. Brooks’
prescriptions are unconventional. To bring America
together, he argues, we shouldn’t try to agree more.
There is no need for mushy moderation, because
disagreement is the secret to excellence. Civility and
tolerance shouldn’t be our goals, because they are
hopelessly low standards. And our feelings toward
our foes are irrelevant; what matters is how we
choose to act. Love Your Enemies is not just a guide
to being a better person. It offers a clear strategy for
victory for a new generation of leaders. It is a rallying
cry for people hoping for a new era of American
progress. And most of all, it is a roadmap to arrive at
the happiness that comes when we choose to love
one another, despite our differences.
The murder of a world-famous physicist raises fears that the
Illuminati are operating again after centuries of silence, and
religion professor Robert Langdon is called in to assist with
the case.
Leading scientists and science writers reflect on the lifechanging, perspective-changing, new science of human
goodness. In these pages you will hear from Steven Pinker,
who asks, “Why is there peace?”; Robert Sapolsky, who
examines violence among primates; Paul Ekman, who talks
with the Dalai Lama about global compassion; Daniel
Goleman, who proposes “constructive anger”; and many
others. Led by renowned psychologist Dacher Keltner, the
Greater Good Science Center, based at the University of
California in Berkeley, has been at the forefront of the positive
psychology movement, making discoveries about how and
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why people do good. Four times a year the center publishes
its findings with essays on forgiveness, moral inspiration, and
everyday ethics in Greater Good magazine. The best of these
writings are collected here for the first time. A collection of
personal stories and empirical research, The Compassionate
Instinct will make you think not only about what it means to be
happy and fulfilled but also about what it means to lead an
ethical and compassionate life.
Are humans by nature hierarchical or egalitarian? Hierarchy
in the Forest addresses this question by examining the
evolutionary origins of social and political behavior.
Christopher Boehm, an anthropologist whose fieldwork has
focused on the political arrangements of human and
nonhuman primate groups, postulates that egalitarianism is in
effect a hierarchy in which the weak combine forces to
dominate the strong. The political flexibility of our species is
formidable: we can be quite egalitarian, we can be quite
despotic. Hierarchy in the Forest traces the roots of these
contradictory traits in chimpanzee, bonobo, gorilla, and early
human societies. Boehm looks at the loose group structures
of hunter-gatherers, then at tribal segmentation, and finally at
present-day governments to see how these conflicting
tendencies are reflected. Hierarchy in the Forest claims new
territory for biological anthropology and evolutionary biology
by extending the domain of these sciences into a crucial
aspect of human political and social behavior. This book will
be a key document in the study of the evolutionary basis of
genuine altruism. Table of Contents: The Question of
Egalitarian Society Hierarchy and Equality Putting Down
Aggressors Equality and Its Causes A Wider View of
Egalitarianism The Hominoid Political Spectrum Ancestral
Politics The Evolution of Egalitarian Society Paleolithic
Politics and Natural Selection Ambivalence and Compromise
in Human Nature References Index Reviews of this book:
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This well-written book, geared toward an audience with
background in the behavioral and evolutionary sciences but
accessible to a broad readership, raises two general
questions: 'What is an egalitarian society?' and 'How have
these societies evolved?'...[Christopher Boehm] takes the
reader on a journey from the Arctic to the Americas, from
Australia to Africa, in search of hunter-gatherer and tribal
societies that emanate the egalitarian ethos--one that
promotes generosity, altruism and sharing but forbids
upstartism, aggression and egoism. Throughout this journey,
Boehm tantalizes the reader with vivid anthropological
accounts of ridicule, criticism, ostracism and even
execution--prevalent tactics used by subordinates in
egalitarian societies to level the social playing field...Hierarchy
in the Forest is an interesting and thought-provoking book
that is surely an important contribution to perspectives on
human sociality and politics. --Ryan Earley, American
Scientist Reviews of this book: Combing an exhaustive
ethnographic survey of human societies from groups of
hunter-gatherers to contemporary residents of the Balkans
with a detailed analysis of the behavioral attributes of nonhuman primates (chimpanzees, gorillas, bonobos), Boehm
focuses on whether humans are hierarchical or egalitarian by
nature...[Boehm's hypotheses] are invariably intriguing and
well documented...He raises topics of wide interest and his
book should get attention. --Publishers Weekly Boehm has
been the first to look at egalitarianism with a cold, unromantic
eye. He sees it as a victory over hierarchical tendencies,
which are equally marked in our species. I would predict that
his insightful examination will reverberate within anthropology
and the social sciences as well as among biologists
interested in the evolution of social systems. --Frans de Waal,
Emory University Hierarchy in the Forest is an original and
stimulating contribution to thinking about the origins of
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egalitarianism. I personally find Boehm's ideas convincing,
but whether one agrees with him or not, he has formulated
his hypotheses in such a way that this book is likely to set the
terms of the discussion for the forseeable future. --Barbara
Smuts, University of Michigan The most unique and
interesting feature of this clear, well written book is the way
Boehm links the study of nonhuman primates (particularly
chimpanzees) to traditional concepts of political anthropology.
As a political scientist, I was intrigued by Boehm's suggestion
that democracy, both ancient and modern, could be
understood as the expression of the same natural
dispositions that support the egalitarianism of nomadic bands
and sedentary tribes. I expect that many scholars in biology,
anthropology, and the social sciences would learn from this
stimulating book. Even those who disagree with Boehm's
arguments are likely to be provoked in instructive ways.
--Larry Arnhart, Northern Illinois University Chris Boehm
boldly and cogently attacks a whole orthodoxy in
anthropology which sees hunter-gatherer 'egalitarianism' as
somehow the basic form of human society. No praise can be
too high for Boehm's brilliant and courageous book. --Robin
Fox, Rutgers University
“If I could give each of you a graduation present, it would be
this—the most inspiring book I've ever read." —Bill Gates A
provocative history of violence—from the New York Times
bestselling author of The Stuff of Thought, The Blank Slate,
and Enlightenment Now. Believe it or not, today we may be
living in the most peaceful moment in our species' existence.
In his gripping and controversial new work, New York Times
bestselling author Steven Pinker shows that despite the
ceaseless news about war, crime, and terrorism, violence has
actually been in decline over long stretches of history.
Exploding myths about humankind's inherent violence and
the curse of modernity, this ambitious book continues Pinker's
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exploration of the essence of human nature, mixing
psychology and history to provide a remarkable picture of an
increasingly enlightened world.
The first in-depth study of the Freemasons during the Civil
War From first-person accounts culled from regimental
histories, diaries, and letters, Michael A. Halleran has
constructed an overview of 19th-century American
freemasonry. The author examines carefully the major
Masonic stories from the Civil War, in particular the myth that
Confederate Lewis A. Armistead made the Masonic sign of
distress as he lay dying at the high-water mark of Pickett's
charge at Gettysburg.
Faced with the ceaseless stream of news about war, crime,
and terrorism, one could easily think this is the most violent
age ever seen. Yet as bestselling author Pinker shows in this
startling and engaging new work, just the opposite is true:
violence has been diminishing for millennia and this may be
the most peaceful time in mankind's existence.
We see the face of the Virgin Mary staring up at us from a
grilled cheese sandwich and sell the uneaten portion of our
meal for $37,000 on eBay. While science offers a wealth of
rational explanations for natural phenomena, we often prefer
to embrace the fantasies that reassured our distant
ancestors. And we'll even go to war to protect our delusions
against those who do not share them.These are examples of
what evolutionary psychologist Hank Davis calls Caveman
Logic. Although some examples are funny, the condition itself
is no laughing matter. In this engagingly written book, Davis
encourages us to transcend the mental default settings and
tribal loyalties that worked well for our ancestors back in the
Pleistocene age. Davis laments a modern world in which
more people believe in ESP, ghosts, and angels than in
evolution. Superstition and religion get particularly critical
treatment, although Davis argues that religion, itself, is not
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the problem but an inevitable by-product of how our minds
misperform.Davis argues, It's time to move beyond the onesize-fits-all, safety and comfort-oriented settings that got our
ancestors through the terrifying Pleistocene night. In contrast,
Davis advocates a world in which spirituality is viewed as a
dangerous rather than an admirable quality, and suggests
ways in which we can overcome our innate predisposition
toward irrationality. He concludes by pointing out that biology
is not destiny. Just as some of us succeed in watching our
diets, resisting violent impulses, and engaging in unselfish
behavior, we can learn to use critical thinking and the insights
of science to guide individual effort and social action in the
service of our whole species.Hank Davis (Guelph, Ontario,
Canada) is an award-winning professor of psychology who
teaches at the University of Guelph. He is the author of
several books and more than one hundred scientific papers.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK
TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2018 ONE OF THE
ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE YEAR "My new favorite
book of all time." --Bill Gates If you think the world is coming
to an end, think again: people are living longer, healthier,
freer, and happier lives, and while our problems are
formidable, the solutions lie in the Enlightenment ideal of
using reason and science. By the author of the new book,
Rationality. Is the world really falling apart? Is the ideal of
progress obsolete? In this elegant assessment of the human
condition in the third millennium, cognitive scientist and public
intellectual Steven Pinker urges us to step back from the gory
headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our
psychological biases. Instead, follow the data: In seventy-five
jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows that life, health,
prosperity, safety, peace, knowledge, and happiness are on
the rise, not just in the West, but worldwide. This progress is
not the result of some cosmic force. It is a gift of the
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Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and science can
enhance human flourishing. Far from being a naïve hope, the
Enlightenment, we now know, has worked. But more than
ever, it needs a vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project
swims against currents of human nature--tribalism,
authoritarianism, demonization, magical thinking--which
demagogues are all too willing to exploit. Many
commentators, committed to political, religious, or romantic
ideologies, fight a rearguard action against it. The result is a
corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the precious
institutions of liberal democracy and global cooperation. With
intellectual depth and literary flair, Enlightenment Now makes
the case for reason, science, and humanism: the ideals we
need to confront our problems and continue our progress.

This book explores, through an ethnographic
examination of life stories of wealthy men, a
historical analysis of the moral meanings of wealth
and power in Western capitalism, and a mapping of
different symbolic spaces in contemporary American
culture.
This New York Times bestseller is an exciting and
fearless investigation of language from the author of
Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature and
The Sense of Style and Enlightenment Now.
"Curious, inventive, fearless, naughty." --The New
York Times Book Review Bestselling author Steven
Pinker possesses that rare combination of scientific
aptitude and verbal eloquence that enables him to
provide lucid explanations of deep and powerful
ideas. His previous books - including the Pulitzer
Prize finalist The Blank Slate - have catapulted him
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into the limelight as one of today's most important
popular science writers. In The Stuff of Thought,
Pinker presents a fascinating look at how our words
explain our nature. Considering scientific questions
with examples from everyday life, The Stuff of
Thought is a brilliantly crafted and highly readable
work that will appeal to fans of everything from The
Selfish Gene and Blink to Eats, Shoots & Leaves.
A graphic novel inspired by the true story of Kate
Warne, America’s first female detective and her
signature achievement--cracking a plot by
Confederate radicals to kill Abraham Lincoln. IN
1861, AMERICA’S GREATEST DETECTIVE
SAVED THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN. AND
THIS IS HER TRUE STORY. America is at a
crossroads. Abraham Lincoln, the man tasked with
healing the nation, and his family are the targets of a
conspiracy to assassinate them. Their safety – and
the future of the American experiment – hinges on
the success of a new kind of lawman, known by a
word still novel in the culture: detective. But there
was only one detective whose extraordinary
cleverness, versatility and mystery made them a
singular individual who could save their lives. Her
name was Kate Warne. And this is the true story of
America’s first woman detective, who saved the life
of her country’s greatest president and may have
even surpassed the accomplishments of the famed
Allan Pinkerton. Eisner & Emmy award winning
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writer Jeff Jensen (Green River Killer: A True
Detective Story, HBO’s Watchmen) and acclaimed
artist George Schall (Credit) present the stunning
story of the one detective who forever changed the
course of American history.
Presents a controversial history of violence which
argues that today's world is the most peaceful time in
human existence, drawing on psychological insights
into intrinsic values that are causing people to
condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer
Prize–winning author Jon Meacham helps us
understand the present moment in American politics
and life by looking back at critical times in our history
when hope overcame division and fear. ONE OF
OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” •
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY NPR • The Christian Science Monitor •
Southern Living Our current climate of partisan fury
is not new, and in The Soul of America Meacham
shows us how what Abraham Lincoln called the
“better angels of our nature” have repeatedly won
the day. Painting surprising portraits of Lincoln and
other presidents, including Ulysses S. Grant,
Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Dwight Eisenhower,
and Lyndon B. Johnson, and illuminating the
courage of such influential citizen activists as Martin
Luther King, Jr., early suffragettes Alice Paul and
Page 27/30

Download Free The Better Angels Of Our Nature
A History Of Violence And Humanity
Carrie Chapman Catt, civil rights pioneers Rosa
Parks and John Lewis, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt,
and Army-McCarthy hearings lawyer Joseph N.
Welch, Meacham brings vividly to life turning points
in American history. He writes about the Civil War,
Reconstruction, and the birth of the Lost Cause; the
backlash against immigrants in the First World War
and the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1920s;
the fight for women’s rights; the demagoguery of
Huey Long and Father Coughlin and the isolationist
work of America First in the years before World War
II; the anti-Communist witch-hunts led by Senator
Joseph McCarthy; and Lyndon Johnson’s crusade
against Jim Crow. Each of these dramatic hours in
our national life have been shaped by the contest to
lead the country to look forward rather than back, to
assert hope over fear—a struggle that continues even
now. While the American story has not always—or
even often—been heroic, we have been sustained by
a belief in progress even in the gloomiest of times. In
this inspiring book, Meacham reassures us, “The
good news is that we have come through such
darkness before”—as, time and again, Lincoln’s
better angels have found a way to prevail. Praise for
The Soul of America “Brilliant, fascinating, timely . . .
With compelling narratives of past eras of strife and
disenchantment, Meacham offers wisdom for our
own time.”—Walter Isaacson “Gripping and inspiring,
The Soul of America is Jon Meacham’s declaration
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of his faith in America.”—Newsday “Meacham gives
readers a long-term perspective on American history
and a reason to believe the soul of America is
ultimately one of kindness and caring, not rancor and
paranoia.”—USA Today
“If I could give each of you a graduation present, it
would be this—the most inspiring book I've ever
read." —Bill Gates (May, 2017) Selected by The New
York Times Book Review as a Notable Book of the
Year The author of Rationality and Enlightenment
Now offers a provocative and surprising history of
violence. Faced with the ceaseless stream of news
about war, crime, and terrorism, one could easily
think we live in the most violent age ever seen. Yet
as New York Times bestselling author Steven Pinker
shows in this startling and engaging new work, just
the opposite is true: violence has been diminishing
for millenia and we may be living in the most
peaceful time in our species's existence. For most of
history, war, slavery, infanticide, child abuse,
assassinations, programs, gruesom punishments,
deadly quarrels, and genocide were ordinary
features of life. But today, Pinker shows (with the
help of more than a hundred graphs and maps) all
these forms of violence have dwindled and are
widely condemned. How has this happened? This
groundbreaking book continues Pinker's exploration
of the esesnce of human nature, mixing psychology
and history to provide a remarkable picture of an
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increasingly nonviolent world. The key, he explains,
is to understand our intrinsic motives--the inner
demons that incline us toward violence and the
better angels that steer us away--and how changing
circumstances have allowed our better angels to
prevail. Exploding fatalist myths about humankind's
inherent violence and the curse of modernity, this
ambitious and provocative book is sure to be hotly
debated in living rooms and the Pentagon alike, and
will challenge and change the way we think about
our society.
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