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The Borgias Hidden History
Before the Corleones, before the Lannisters, there were the Borgias. One of
history’s notorious families comes to life in a captivating novel from the author of
The Birth of Venus. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
COSMOPOLITAN (UK) AND THE TIMES (UK) “In the end, what’s a historical
novelist’s obligation to the dead? Accuracy? Empathy? Justice? Or is it only to
make them live again? Dunant pays these debts with a passion that makes me
want to go straight out and read all her other books.”—Diana Gabaldon, The
Washington Post Bestselling novelist Sarah Dunant has long been drawn to the
high drama of Renaissance Italy: power, passion, beauty, brutality, and the ties of
blood. With In the Name of the Family, she offers a thrilling exploration of the
House of Borgia’s final years, in the company of a young diplomat named
Niccolò Machiavelli. It is 1502 and Rodrigo Borgia, a self-confessed womanizer
and master of political corruption, is now on the papal throne as Alexander VI.
His daughter Lucrezia, aged twenty-two—already three times married and a pawn
in her father’s plans—is discovering her own power. And then there is his son
Cesare Borgia, brilliant, ruthless, and increasingly unstable; it is his relationship
with Machiavelli that gives the Florentine diplomat a master class in the dark arts
of power and politics. What Machiavelli learns will go on to inform his great work
of modern politics, The Prince. But while the pope rails against old age and his
son’s increasingly erratic behavior, it is Lucrezia who must navigate the
treacherous court of Urbino, her new home, and another challenging marriage to
create her own place in history. Sarah Dunant again employs her remarkable
gifts as a storyteller to bring to life the passionate men and women of the Borgia
family, as well as the ever-compelling figure of Machiavelli, through whom the
reader will experience one of the most fascinating—and doomed—dynasties of all
time. “Enthralling . . . combines flawless historical scholarship with beguiling
storytelling.”—The Guardian “Renaissance-rich details fill out the humanity of the
Borgias, rendering them into the kind of relatable figures whom we would hope to
discover behind the cold brilliance of The Prince.”—NPR “[Dunant] has an
enviable command of this complex political scene, with its shifting alliances and
subtle betrayals. . . . [She] has a special gift for attending to her female
characters.”—The New York Times
The startling truth behind one of the most notorious dynasties in history is
revealed in a remarkable new account by the acclaimed author of The Tudors
and A World Undone. Sweeping aside the gossip, slander, and distortion that
have shrouded the Borgias for centuries, G. J. Meyer offers an unprecedented
portrait of the infamous Renaissance family and their storied milieu. They burst
out of obscurity in Spain not only to capture the great prize of the papacy, but to
do so twice. Throughout a tumultuous half-century—as popes, statesmen,
warriors, lovers, and breathtakingly ambitious political adventurers—they held
center stage in the glorious and blood-drenched pageant known to us as the
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Italian Renaissance, standing at the epicenter of the power games in which
Europe’s kings and Italy’s warlords gambled for life-and-death stakes. Five
centuries after their fall—a fall even more sudden than their rise to the heights of
power—they remain immutable symbols of the depths to which humanity can
descend: Rodrigo Borgia, who bought the papal crown and prostituted the
Roman Church; Cesare Borgia, who became first a teenage cardinal and then
the most treacherous cutthroat of a violent time; Lucrezia Borgia, who was as
shockingly immoral as she was beautiful. These have long been stock figures in
the dark chronicle of European villainy, their name synonymous with
unspeakable evil. But did these Borgias of legend actually exist? Grounding his
narrative in exhaustive research and drawing from rarely examined key sources,
Meyer brings fascinating new insight to the real people within the age-encrusted
myth. Equally illuminating is the light he shines on the brilliant circles in which the
Borgias moved and the thrilling era they helped to shape, a time of wars and
political convulsions that reverberate to the present day, when Western
civilization simultaneously wallowed in appalling brutality and soared to
extraordinary heights. Stunning in scope, rich in telling detail, G. J. Meyer’s The
Borgias is an indelible work sure to become the new standard on a family and a
world that continue to enthrall. Praise for The Borgias “A vivid and at times
startling reappraisal of one of the most notorious dynasties in history . . . If you
thought you knew the Borgias, this book will surprise you.”—Tracy Borman,
author of Queen of the Conqueror and Elizabeth’s Women “The mention of the
Borgia family often conjures up images of a ruthless drive for power via
assassination, serpentine plots, and sexual debauchery. . . . [G. J. Meyer]
convincingly looks past the mythology to present a more nuanced
portrait.”—Booklist “Meyer brings his considerable skills to another infamous
Renaissance family, the Borgias [and] a fresh look into the machinations of
power in Renaissance Italy. . . . [He] makes a convincing case that the Borgias
have been given a raw deal.”—Historical Novels Review “Fascinating . . . a
gripping history of a tempestuous time and an infamous family.”—Shelf
Awareness
Before the Tudors, there were the Borgias. More passionate. More dangerous.
More deadly. From the author of Poison, called "stunning"* and "a fascinating
page-turner," comes a new historical thriller, featuring the same intriguing and
beautiful heroine: Borgia court poisoner, Francesca Giordano. In the summer of
1493, Rodrigo Borgia, Alexander VI, has been pope for almost a year. Having
played a crucial role in helping him ascend the chair of Saint Peter, Francesca,
haunted by the shadows of her own past, is now charged with keeping him there.
As court poisoner to the most notorious and dangerous family in Italy, this
mistress of death faces a web of peril, intrigue, and deceit that threatens to
extinguish the light of the Renaissance. As dangers close in from every direction,
Francesca conceives a desperate plan that puts her own life at risk and hurls her
into a nightmare confrontation with a madman intent on destroying all she is
Page 2/11

Read PDF The Borgias Hidden History
pledged to protect. From the hidden crypts of fifteenth-century Rome to its
teeming streets alive with sensuality, obsession, and treachery, Francesca must
battle the demons of her own dark nature to unravel a plot to destroy the Borgias,
seize control of Christendom, and plunge the world into eternal darkness.
*Booklist +Lauren Willig
A stunning debut historical thriller set in the turbulent 14th Century for fans of CJ
Sansom, The Name of the Rose and An Instance of the Fingerpost.
The name Borgia is synonymous with the corruption, nepotism, and greed that
were rife in Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better
known to history as Pope Alexander VI, was the central figure of the dynasty.
Two of his seven papal offspring also rose to power and fame - Lucrezia Borgia,
his daughter, whose husband was famously murdered by her brother, and that
brother, Cesare, who served as the model for Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince.
Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land, and titles through bribery, marriage,
and murder, the dynasty's dramatic rise from its Spanish roots to its occupation of
the highest position in Renaissance society forms a gripping tale. Erudite, witty,
and always insightful, Hibbert removes the layers of myth around the Borgia
family and creates a portrait alive with his superb sense of character and place.
Traces the second son of Lucretia Borgia's achievement of the coveted position
of Archbishop of Milan, in an account that draws on Ippolito d'Este's recently
uncovered letters and ledgers and traces his rise to power and wealth in
Renaissance Europe. Reprint.
Meyer's fresh storytelling ability breathes new life into the history of the Tudor
family and Tudor England's precarious place in world politics, the critical role
religion played in government, and the blossoming of English theater and
literature.
Having founded the bank that became the most powerful in Europe in the
fifteenth century, the Medici gained massive political power in Florence, raising
the city to a peak of cultural achievement and becoming its hereditary dukes.
Among their number were no fewer than three popes and a powerful and
influential queen of France. Their influence brought about an explosion of
Florentine art and architecture. Michelangelo, Donatello, Fra Angelico, and
Leonardo were among the artists with whom they were socialized and
patronized.Thus runs the "accepted view" of the Medici. However, Mary
Hollingsworth argues that the idea that the Medici were enlightened rulers of the
Renaissance is a fiction that has now acquired the status of historical fact. In
truth, the Medici were as devious and immoral as the Borgias--tyrants loathed in
the city they illegally made their own. In this dynamic new history, Hollingsworth
argues that past narratives have focused on a sanitized and fictitious view of the
Medici--wise rulers, enlightened patrons of the arts, and fathers of the
Renaissance--but that in fact their past was reinvented in the sixteenth century,
mythologized by later generations of Medici who used this as a central prop for
their legacy.Hollingsworth's revelatory re-telling of the story of the family Medici
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brings a fresh and exhilarating new perspective to the story behind the most
powerful family of the Italian Renaissance.
“A fascinating story, rich in detail. In every case, Faunce portrays [Lucrezia] believably, with wit
and sensitivity.”--Library Journal Hundreds of years after her death, Lucrezia Borgia remains
one of the most enigmatic and notorious women of history, accused of incest, of poisoning her
rivals, and even of murdering her own father. Born into scandal, she was the daughter of the
treacherous Cardinal Roderigo Borgia, who would later be crowned Pope Alexander VI. When
her father ascended the papal throne, young Lucrezia’s life changed forever. From then on,
Lucrezia would be unable to escape the political ambitions of her father and her brother, the
bloodthirsty Cesare Borgia. In an era when the Vatican was as decadent and violent as any
royal court, Lucrezia was its crown princess. Famed for her beauty, she was a valuable pawn
in the marriage game, and Alexander VI would use her to create one alliance after another.
When her kindly first husband no longer suited the Pope’s needs, Lucrezia’s virginity was
restored by papal decree (her new maidenhood was declared “miraculous”), and she was
married off again, this time to a man she truly loved, Alfonso, Prince of Naples. But her joy was
short-lived. Alfonso loathed her brother and refused to participate in the Pope’s imperial
schemes, which threatened to tear apart the Vatican’s political alliances--and Lucrezia’s
happy marriage. In this unforgettable debut, John Faunce perfectly captures the rotten
decadence of the Borgias’ papal court and the inner steel of Lucrezia Borgia, one of history’s
great survivors. “Fascinating...a searing portrait of an intelligent woman, cunning enough to
shape her own bizarre destiny.”--Booklist
The Borgia family became prominent during the Renaissance in Italy. They were from
Valencia, the name coming from the family fief of Borja, then in the kingdom of Aragon, in
Spain. The Borgias became prominent in ecclesiastical and political affairs in the 15th and 16th
centuries, producing two popes, Alfons de Borja who ruled as Pope Callixtus III during
1455–1458 and Rodrigo Lanzol Borgia, as Pope Alexander VI, during 1492–1503. Especially
during the reign of Alexander VI, they were suspected of many crimes, including adultery,
simony, theft, bribery and murder (especially murder by arsenic poisoning). Because of their
grasping for power, they made enemies of the Medici, the Sforza, and the Dominican friar
Savonarola, among others. They were also patrons of the arts who contributed to the
Renaissance. Nobody has ever detailed history's most ruthless rulers and tyrants with as much
flair and passion as French writer Alexandre Dumas.
The stories of seven popes who ruled at seven different critical periods in the 600 years
leading into the Reformation.
The Borgias have become a byword for pride, lust, cruelty, avarice, splendour and venomous
intrigue. An inspiration for many works of fiction, most famously Mario Puzo's The Godfather,
they have aroused abomination and fascination in almost equal measure, while their patronage
of the arts created some of the great masterpieces of the Renaissance. From the powerful,
merciless Rodrigo Borgia, better known as Pope Alexander VI, to the beautiful Lucrezia and
the debauched and murderous Cesare, Mary Hollingsworth's account of the dynasty's dramatic
rise from its Spanish roots to the heights of Renaissance society forms a compelling tale of
brutality, incest, unparalleled corruption and extortionate greed.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KIRKUS REVIEWS The New York
Times bestselling author of the acclaimed Italian Renaissance novels—The Birth of Venus, In
the Company of the Courtesan, and Sacred Hearts—has an exceptional talent for breathing life
into history. Now Sarah Dunant turns her discerning eye to one of the world’s most intriguing
and infamous families—the Borgias—in an engrossing work of literary fiction. By the end of the
fifteenth century, the beauty and creativity of Italy is matched by its brutality and corruption,
nowhere more than in Rome and inside the Church. When Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia buys his
way into the papacy as Alexander VI, he is defined not just by his wealth or his passionate love
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for his illegitimate children, but by his blood: He is a Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If
the Borgias are to triumph, this charismatic, consummate politician with a huge appetite for life,
women, and power must use papacy and family—in particular, his eldest son, Cesare, and his
daughter Lucrezia—in order to succeed. Cesare, with a dazzlingly cold intelligence and an even
colder soul, is his greatest—though increasingly unstable—weapon. Later immortalized in
Machiavelli’s The Prince, he provides the energy and the muscle. Lucrezia, beloved by both
men, is the prime dynastic tool. Twelve years old when the novel opens, hers is a journey
through three marriages, and from childish innocence to painful experience, from pawn to
political player. Stripping away the myths around the Borgias, Blood & Beauty is a majestic
novel that breathes life into this astonishing family and celebrates the raw power of history
itself: compelling, complex and relentless. Praise for Blood and Beauty “Dunant transforms the
blackhearted Borgias and the conniving courtiers and cardinals of Renaissance Europe into
fully rounded characters, brimming with life and lust.”—The New York Times Book Review
“Like Hilary Mantel with her Cromwell trilogy, [Sarah] Dunant has scaled new heights by
refashioning mythic figures according to contemporary literary taste. This intellectually
satisfying historical saga, which offers blood and beauty certainly, but brains too, is surely the
best thing she has done to date.”—The Miami Herald “Compelling female players have been a
characteristic of Dunant’s earlier novels, and this new offering is no exception. . . . The
members of this close-knit family emerge as dynamic characters, flawed but sympathetic, filled
with fear and longing.”—The Seattle Times “The Machiavellian atmosphere—hedonism, lust,
political intrigue—is magnetic. . . . Readers won’t want the era of Borgia rule to end.”—People
(four stars)
Their wealth exceeded the limits of imagination. Their political acumen and cunning inspired
the genius of Machiavelli. Their influence on the Catholic Church was unparalleled. The story
of the Borgias is truly extraordinary, filled with the intrigue and drama of men and women who
gave free rein to their passions and scorned conventional morality.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly
blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate
your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
Recounts the life of Lorenzo de' Medici, the Florentine banker, statesman, and arts patron, and
includes his competitive and at times violent career in politics.

A dazzling piece of Italian history of the infamous family that become one of the most
powerful in Europe, weaving its history with Renaissance greats from Leonardo da
Vinci to Galileo Against the background of an age which saw the rebirth of ancient and
classical learning, The Medici is a remarkably modern story of power, money and
ambition. Strathern paints a vivid narrative of the dramatic rise and fall of the Medici
family in Florence, as well as the Italian Renaissance which they did so much to
sponsor and encourage. Strathern also follows the lives of many of the great
Renaissance artists with whom the Medici had dealings, including Leonardo,
Michelangelo and Donatello; as well as scientists like Galileo and Pico della Mirandola;
and the fortunes of those members of the Medici family who achieved success away
from Florence, including the two Medici popes and Catherine de' Médicis, who became
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Queen of France and played a major role in that country through three turbulent reigns.
‘A great overview of one family's centuries-long role in changing the face of Europe’
Irish Independent
Lucrezia Borgia is one of the most vilified women in modern history. The daughter of a
notorious pope, she was twice betrothed before the age of eleven and thrice
married—one husband was forced to declare himself impotent and thereby unfit and
another was murdered by Lucrezia’s own brother, Cesar Borgia. She is cast in the role
of murderess, temptress, incestuous lover, loose woman, femme fatale par excellence.
But there are two sides to every story. Lucrezia Borgia is the only woman in history to
have serve as the head of the Catholic Church. She successfully administered several
of Renaissance Italy’s most thriving cities, founded one of the world’s first credit
unions, and was a generous patron of the arts. She was mother to a prince and to a
cardinal. She was a devoted wife to the Prince of Ferrara, and the lover of the poet
Pietro Bembo. She was a child of the renaissance and, in many ways, the world’s first
modern woman. In this richly imagined novel, Nobel laureate Dario Fo reveals
Lucrezia’s humanity, her passion for life, her compassion for others, and her skill at
navigating around her family’s evildoings. The Borgias are unrivalled for the range and
magnitude of their political machinations and opportunism. Fo’s brilliance rests in his
rendering their story as a shocking mirror image of the uses and abuses of power in our
own time. Lucrezia herself becomes a model for how to survive and rise above those
abuses. Part Wolf Hall, part House of Cards, The Pope's Daugther will appeal to
readers of historical fiction and of contemporary fiction alike and will delight anyone
fascinated by Renaissance Italy.
A fresh telling of the rise and fall of the House of Medici, the family that dominated
political and cultural life in Florence for three centuries.
"Glamorous and predatory, the Borgias became Italy's most ruthless and powerful
family, electrifying and terrorizing their 15th-century Renaissance world. To this day,
Lucrezia Borgia is known as one of history's most notorious villainesses, accused of
incest and luring men to doom with her arsenal of poison ... Gortner's new novel delves
beyond the myth to depict Lucrezia in her own voice, from her pampered childhood in
the palaces of Rome to her ill-fated, scandalous arranged marriages and complex
relationship with her adored father and her rival brothers--brutal Juan and enigmatic
Cesare"-A bracing, indispensable account of America’s epoch-defining involvement in the Great
War, rich with fresh insights into the key issues, events, and personalities of the period
After years of bitter debate, the United States declared war on Imperial Germany on
April 6, 1917, plunging the country into the savage European conflict that would redraw
the map of the continent—and the globe. The World Remade is an engrossing chronicle
of America’s pivotal, still controversial intervention into World War I, encompassing the
tumultuous politics and towering historical figures that defined the era and forged the
future. When it declared war, the United States was the youngest of the major powers
and militarily the weakest by far. On November 11, 1918, when the fighting stopped, it
was not only the richest country on earth but the mightiest. With the mercurial,
autocratic President Woodrow Wilson as a primary focus, G. J. Meyer takes readers
from the heated deliberations over U.S. involvement, through the provocations and
manipulations that drew us into the fight, to the battlefield itself and the shattering
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aftermath of the struggle. America’s entry into the Great War helped make possible the
defeat of Germany that had eluded Britain, France, Russia, and Italy in three and a half
years of horrendous carnage. Victory, in turn, led to a peace treaty so ill-conceived, so
vindictive, that the world was put on the road to an even bloodier confrontation a mere
twenty years later. On the home front, Meyer recounts the break-up of traditional class
structures, the rise of the progressive and labor movements, the wave of anti-German
hysteria, and the explosive expansion of both the economy and federal power, including
shocking suspensions of constitutional protections that planted the seeds of today’s
national security state. Here also are revealing portraits of Theodore Roosevelt, Henry
Cabot Lodge, Robert La Follette, Eugene Debs, and John J. “Black Jack” Pershing,
among others, as well as European leaders such as “Welsh Wizard” David Lloyd
George of Britain, “Tiger” Georges Clemenceau of France, and Kaiser Wilhelm II of
Germany. Meyer interweaves the many strands of his story into a gripping narrative that
casts new light on one of the darkest, most forgotten corners of U.S. history. In the
grand tradition of his earlier work A World Undone—which centered on the European
perspective—The World Remade adds a new, uniquely American dimension to our
understanding of the seminal conflict of the twentieth century. Praise for The World
Remade “[G. J.] Meyer offers wonderful insights into many of the key players in this
arresting saga . . . one that should be read to understand our emergence as a global
power.”—Booklist (starred review) “Meyer gives a good sense of America’s future at
that negotiating table and Wilson’s celebrated role at Versailles as the leader of the
free world. . . . A refreshing look at this still-much-debated world debacle.”—Kirkus
Reviews “Characters come alive and the past seems near. . . . Meyer succeeds
brilliantly with his basic narrative approach, and any reader who wants to learn about
American participation in the war will benefit from this book.”—Publishers Weekly “This
book is well written, sharp, and has bearing on our present and future involvement in
wars. A+”—Seattle Book Review “This lengthy revisionist history will fit well with
American history and governmental studies departments in both public and academic
libraries.”—Library Journal
A beautifully illustrated history of the Renaissance told through the lives of its most
important and influential patrons – the princely rulers of Italy's dynastic states and their
families. From the late Middle Ages, the independent Italian city-states were taken over
by powerful families who installed themselves as dynastic rulers. Inspired by the
humanists, the princes of fifteenth- and sixteenth-century Italy immersed themselves in
the culture of antiquity, commissioning palaces, villas and churches inspired by the
architecture of ancient Rome, and offering patronage to artists and writers. Many of
these princes were related by blood or marriage, creating a web of alliances that held
society together but whose tensions sometimes threatened to tear it apart. Thus were
their lives defined as much by the waging of war as the nurturing of artistic talent. Mary
Hollingsworth charts these developments in a sequence of chronological chapters,
each centred on two or three main characters with a cast of minor ones – from Ludovico
Sforza of Milan to Isabella d'Este of Mantua, from Pope Paul III to Emperor Charles V,
and from the painters Mantegna and Titian to the architect Sansovino and the polymath
Leonardo da Vinci. Princes of the Renaissance is a vivid depiction of the lives and
times of the élite whose power and patronage created the art and architecture of the
Renaissance. In a narrative that is as rigorous and closely researched as it is
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accessible and informative, Mary Hollingsworth sets their aesthetic achievements in the
context of the volatile, ever-shifting politics of a tumultuous period of history. PRAISE
FOR MARY HOLLINGSWORTH: 'An excellent study of the Medici ... A careful,
understated book that is never short on drama' Helen Castor on The Medici, a
Telegraph Book of the Year 'A lucid and beautifully illustrated family history. In
Hollingsworth's surefooted telling, this ruthless but enlightened family were at their best
when they were true to the Florentine motto of 'profit and honour'' The Times on The
Medici, selected for The Times Book of the Week
The first ever biography that tells the true story of what really went on in the lives of
Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia. Myths and rumor have shrouded the Borgia family for
centuries – tales of incest, intrigue and murder have been told of them since they
themselves walked the hallways of the Apostolic Palace. In particular, vicious rumor
and slanderous tales have stuck to the names of two members of the infamous Borgia
family – Cesare and Lucrezia, brother and sister of history’s most notorious family. But
how much of it is true, and how much of it is simply rumor aimed to blacken the name of
the Borgia family? In the first ever biography solely on the Borgia siblings, Samantha
Morris tells the true story of these two fascinating individuals from their early lives,
through their years living amongst the halls of the Vatican in Rome until their ultimate
untimely deaths. Cesare and Lucrezia Borgia begins in the bustling metropolis of Rome
with the siblings ultimately being used in the dynastic plans of their father, a man who
would become Pope, and takes the reader through the separate, yet fascinatingly
intertwined, lives of the notorious siblings. One tale, that of Cesare, ends on the
battlefield of Navarre, whilst the other ends in the ducal court of Ferrara. Both Cesare
and Lucrezia led lives full of intrigue and danger, lives which would attract the worst sort
of rumor begun by their enemies. Drawing on both primary and secondary sources
Morris brings the true story of the Borgia siblings, so often made out to be evil incarnate
in other forms of media, to audiences both new to the history of the Italian Renaissance
and old.
Set in Renaissance Italy, this classic of American popular fiction is the story of Andrea
Orsini, a peasant boy who rises to perform delicate political, military and romantic
missions for Cesare Borgia. When first published in mid-20th century, Orson Welles
was cast as Borgia in the film version. Tyrone Power as Orsini.
This colorful history of a powerful family brings the world they lived in—the glittering Rome of
the Italian Renaissance—to life. The name Borgia is synonymous with the corruption, nepotism,
and greed that were rife in Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better
known to history as Pope Alexander VI, was the central figure of the dynasty. Two of his seven
papal offspring also rose to power and fame—Lucrezia Borgia, his daughter, whose husband
was famously murdered by her brother, and that brother, Cesare, who inspired Niccolò
Machiavelli’s The Prince. Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land, and titles through bribery,
marriage, and murder, the dynasty’s dramatic rise from its Spanish roots to its occupation of
the highest position in Renaissance society forms a gripping tale. From the author of The Rise
and Fall of the House of Medici and other acclaimed works, The Borgias and Their Enemies is
“a fascinating read” (Library Journal).
Alejandro Jodorowsky and Milo Manara's four-part sweeping saga of sex, blood, and religion is
now collected in a trade paperback edition for the first time ever, a perfect companion volume
to Dark Horse's award-winning Manara Library series! When Pope Innocent VIII dies, the
corrupt, licentious Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia schemes, murders, and seduces his way into
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becoming the new Pope, immediately securing positions for his family and thereby ensuring a
Borgia dynasty. With breathtakingly beautiful painted artwork by Manara, this account of Italy's
first Mafia family is among comics'--and history's--sexiest, most violent, and most engaging
epics! Borgia vols. 1-4 (also exists in HC format)
Who says women don’t go to war? From Vikings and African queens to cross-dressing military
doctors and WWII Russian fighter pilots, these are the stories of women for whom battle was
not a metaphor. The woman warrior is always cast as an anomaly—Joan of Arc, not GI Jane.
But women, it turns out, have always gone to war. In this fascinating and lively world history,
Pamela Toler not only introduces us to women who took up arms, she also shows why they did
it and what happened when they stepped out of their traditional female roles to take on other
identities. These are the stories of women who fought because they wanted to, because they
had to, or because they could. Among the warriors you’ll meet are: * Tomyris, ruler of the
Massagetae, who killed Cyrus the Great of Persia when he sought to invade her lands * The
West African ruler Amina of Hausa, who led her warriors in a campaign of territorial expansion
for more than 30 years * Boudica, who led the Celtic tribes of Britain into a massive rebellion
against the Roman Empire to avenge the rapes of her daughters * The Trung sisters, Trung
Trac and Trung Nhi, who led an untrained army of 80,000 troops to drive the Chinese empire
out of Vietnam * The Joshigun, a group of 30 combat-trained Japanese women who fought
against the forces of the Meiji emperor in the late 19th century * Lakshmi Bai, Rani of Jhansi,
who was regarded as the “bravest and best” military leader in the 1857 Indian Mutiny against
British rule * Maria Bochkareva, who commanded Russia’s first all-female battalion—the First
Women’s Battalion of Death—during WWII * Buffalo Calf Road Woman, the Cheyenne warrior
who knocked General Custer off his horse at the Battle of Little Bighorn * Juana Azurduy de
Padilla, a mestiza warrior who fought in at least 16 major battles against colonizers of Latin
America and who is a national hero in Bolivia and Argentina today * And many more spanning
from ancient times through the 20th century. By considering the ways in which their presence
has been erased from history, Toler reveals that women have always fought—not in spite of
being women but because they are women.
The very name Lucrezia Borgia conjures up everything that was sinister and corrupt about the
Renaissance—incest, political assassination, papal sexual abuse, poisonous intrigue,
unscrupulous power grabs. Yet, as bestselling biographer Sarah Bradford reveals in this
breathtaking new portrait, the truth is far more fascinating than the myth. Neither a vicious
monster nor a seductive pawn, Lucrezia Borgia was a shrewd, determined woman who used
her beauty and intelligence to secure a key role in the political struggles of her day. Drawing
from a trove of contemporary documents and fascinating firsthand accounts, Bradford brings to
life the art, the pageantry, and the dangerous politics of the Renaissance world Lucrezia Borgia
helped to create.
The Borgia family have become a byword for evil. Corruption, incest, ruthless megalomania,
avarice and vicious cruelty—all have been associated with their name. And yet, paradoxically,
this family lived when the Renaissance was coming into its full flowering in Italy. Examples of
infamy flourished alongside some of the finest art produced in western history.This is but one
of several paradoxes associated with the Borgia family. For the family which produced corrupt
popes, depraved princes and poisoners, would also produce a saint. Previously history has
tended to condemn, or attempt in part to exonerate, this remarkable family. Yet in order to
understand the Borgias, the Borgias must be related to their time, together with the world
which enabled them to flourish. Within this context the Renaissance itself takes on a very
different aspect. Was the corruption part of the creation, or vice versa? Would one have been
possible without the other?The powerful forces which first played out in the amphitheaters of
ancient Greece: hubris, incest, murder, rivalries and doomed families, treacheries of political
power, twists of fate—they are all here. Along with the final, tragic downfall. All these elements
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are played out in full in the glorious and infamous history of the Borgia family.
The story of the Renaissance city and palace of Urbino, and the life of the extraordinary man
who created it: Federico da Montefeltro, humanist, book-collector, patron of celebrated artists
and battle-scarred mercenary soldier.
A sequel to The Serpent and the Pearl finds concubine Giulia Farnese turning for support to
her sharp-tongued bodyguard and her fiery cook, with whom she attempts to escape the
Borgia's world of power and corruption. Original. 75,000 first printing.
Lucrezia Borgia is among the most fascinating and controversial personalities of the
Renaissance. The daughter of Pope Alexander VI, she was intensely involved in the political
life of Italy during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. While her marriage alliances
helped advance the political objectives of the papacy, she also held the office of Governor of
Spoleto, a role normally reserved for Cardinals, making her one of the most powerful and
dynamic female figures of the Renaissance. Among the first books to employ historical method
to move beyond myth and romance that had obscured the fascinating story of Lucrezia Borgia
was the biography written by the noted German historian Ferdinand Gregorovius. Ferdinand
Gregorovius (1821-1891) was one of the preeminent scholars of the Italian Renaissance. His
biography of Lucrezia Borgia reveals the atmosphere of the Renaissance, painting a portrait of
Lucrezia and her relationships with her father Rodrigo Borgia, Pope Alexander VI, her brother
Cesare, her mother Vanozza, her father’s mistress, Giulia Farnese, her husband Duke Alfonso
D’Este of Ferrara, and many others, including important artists and writers of the time. All are
vividly portrayed against the colorful background of Renaissance Italy. Gregorovius separates
myth from documented fact and his book remains a key reference work on the life and times of
the Borgia princess. This new edition of Gregorovius’s classic work Lucrezia Borgia is
enhanced with an introduction by Samantha Morris, a noted expert on the history of the
Borgias. Samantha studied archaeology at the University of Winchester where her interest in
the history of the Italian Renaissance began. She is the author of Cesare Borgia: In a Nutshell
and Girolamo Savonarola: The Renaissance Preacher. She also runs the website
theborgiabull.com.

Vivacious Sancha of Aragon arrives in Rome newly wed to a member of the notorious
Borgia dynasty. Surrounded by the city's opulence and political corruption, she
befriends her glamorous and deceitful sister-in-law, Lucrezia, whose jealousy is as
legendary as her beauty. Some say Lucrezia has poisoned her rivals, particularly those
to whom her handsome brother, Cesare, has given his heart. So when Sancha falls
under Cesare's irresistible spell, she must hide her secret or lose her life. Caught in the
Borgias' sinister web, she summons her courage and uses her cunning to outwit them
at their own game. Vividly interweaving historical detail with fiction, The Borgia Bride is
a richly compelling tale of conspiracy, sexual intrigue, loyalty, and drama.
In the simmering hot summer of 1492, a monstrous evil is stirring within the Eternal City
of Rome. The brutal murder of an alchemist sets off a desperate race to uncover the
plot that threatens to extinguish the light of the Renaissance and plunge Europe back
into medieval darkness. Determined to avenge the killing of her father, Francesca
Giordano defies all convention to claim for herself the position of poisoner serving
Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia, head of the most notorious and dangerous family in Italy. She
becomes the confidante of Lucrezia Borgia and the lover of Cesare Borgia. At the same
time, she is drawn to the young renegade monk who yearns to save her life and her
soul. Navigating a web of treachery and deceit, Francesca pursues her father's killer
from the depths of Rome's Jewish ghetto to the heights of the Vatican itself. In so
doing, she sets the stage for the ultimate confrontation with ancient forces that will seek
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to use her darkest desires to achieve their own catastrophic ends.
Introduces the members of one of the most notorious families in European history
during an era of artistic achievement, political intrigue, and terror.
A gripping novel about history’s most infamous family—The Borgias—and an innocent
girl pulled into their treacherous rise to power, from the USA Today bestselling author of
The Alice Network. Rome, 1492. The Holy City is drenched with blood and teeming with
secrets. A pope lies dying and the throne of God is left vacant, a prize awarded only to
the most virtuous—or the most ruthless. The Borgia family begins its legendary rise,
chronicled by an innocent girl who finds herself drawn into their dangerous web…
Vivacious Giulia Farnese has floor-length golden hair and the world at her feet: beauty,
wealth, and a handsome young husband. But she is stunned to discover that her
glittering marriage is a sham, and she is to be given as a concubine to the ruthless,
charismatic Cardinal Borgia: Spaniard, sensualist, candidate for Pope—who is
passionately in love with her. Two trusted companions will follow her into the Pope's
shadowy harem: Leonello, a cynical bodyguard bent on bloody revenge against a
mysterious killer, and Carmelina, a fiery cook with a past full of secrets. But as
corruption thickens in the Vatican and the enemies begin to circle, Giulia and her
friends will need all their wits to survive in the world of the Borgias.
Feeling unfulfilled in the face of an imminent legal partnership and a broken
engagement, Manhattan lawyer Clementine Evans learns of a long-buried family secret
that leads her to the inner circles of World War I British society and the red hills of
Kenya. By the award-winning author of the Pink Carnation series. 100,000 first printing.
The riveting story of Pope St. Celestine V, the pope who retired from the papacy. At the
close of the tumultuous Middle Ages, there lived a man who seemed destined from birth
to save the world. His name was Peter Morrone, a hermit, a founder of a religious
order, and, depending on whom you talk to, a reformer, an instigator, a prophet, a
coward, a saint, and possibly the victim of murder. A stroke of fate would, practically
overnight, transform this humble servant of God into the most powerful man in the
Catholic Church. Half a year later, he would be the only pope in history to abdicate the
chair of St. Peter, an act that nearly brought the papacy to its knees. What led him to
make that decision and what happened afterward would be shrouded in mystery for
centuries. The Pope Who Quit pulls back the veil of secrecy on this dramatic time in
history and showcases a story that involves deadly dealings, apocalyptic
maneuverings, and papal intrigue.
A narrative of the First World War examines the brutal conflict that transformed the face
of Europe, paved the way for the Soviet Union and Hitler, and had long lasting
repercussions.
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