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This book represents the first comprehensive study of how technocracy currently challenges representative democracy and asks how
technocratic politics undermines democratic legitimacy. How strong is its challenge to democratic institutions? The book offers a solid theory
and conceptualization of technocratic politics and the technocratic challenge is analyzed empirically at all levels of the national and supranational institutions and actors, such as cabinets, parties, the EU, independent bodies, central banks and direct democratic campaigns in a
comparative and policy perspective. It takes an in-depth analysis addressing elitism, meritocracy, de-politicization, efficiency, neutrality,
reliance on science and distrust toward party politics and ideologies, and their impact when pitched against democratic responsiveness,
accountability, citizens' input and pluralist competition. In the current crisis of democracy, this book assesses the effects of the technocratic
critique against representative institutions, which are perceived to be unable to deal with complex and global problems. It analyzes demands
for competent and responsible policy making in combination with the simultaneous populist resistance to experts. The book will be of key
interest to scholars and students of comparative politics, political theory, policy analysis, multi-level governance as well as practitioners
working in bureaucracies, media, think-tanks and policy making.
This innovative book investigates the paradoxical situation whereby organized crime groups, authoritarian in nature and anti-democratic in
practice, perform at their best in democratic countries. It uses examples from the United States, Japan, Russia, South America, France, Italy
and the European Union.
In this sweeping volume, Corrin discusses the influences of Cecil and G. K. Chesterton, H. A. Reinhold, Hilaire Belloc, and many others on
the development of Catholic social, economic, and political thought, with a special focus on Belloc and Reinhold as representatives of
reactionary and progressive positions, respectively. He also provides an in-depth analysis of Catholic Distributists' responses to the labor
unrest in Britain prior to World War I and later, in the 1930s, to the tragedy of the Spanish Civil War and the forces of fascism and
communism.
Combining timeless readings with cutting-edge, current selections, Kernell and Smith bring judicious editing and important context for
students learning the ropes of American government. This collection effectively examines the strategic behavior of key players in American
politics, showing that political actors, though motivated by their own interests, are governed by the Constitution, the law, and institutional
rules, as well as influenced by the strategies of others. The 5th edition features 17 new readings, including 5 pieces written specifically for this
volume. True to form, each and every selection is artfully framed by Kernell and SmithÆs headnotes, providing an invaluable grounding for
todayÆs students.
In recent decades, economically disadvantaged Americans have become more residentially segregated from other communities: they are
increasingly likely to live in high-poverty neighborhoods that are spatially isolated with few civic resources. Low-income citizens are also less
likely to be politically engaged, a trend that is most glaring in terms of voter turnout. Examining neighborhoods in Atlanta, Kansas City,
Milwaukee, and Rochester, Amy Widestrom challenges the assumption that the "class gap" in political participation is largely the result of
individual choices and dispositions. Displacing Democracy demonstrates that neighborhoods segregated along economic lines create
conditions that encourage high levels of political activity, including political and civic mobilization and voting, among wealthier citizens while
discouraging and impeding the poor from similar forms of civic engagement. Drawing on quantitative research, case studies, and interviews,
Widestrom shows that neighborhood-level resources and characteristics affect political engagement in distinct ways that are not sufficiently
appreciated in the current understanding of American politics and political behavior. In addition to the roles played by individual traits and
assets, increasing economic segregation in the United States denies low-income citizens the civic and social resources vital for political
mobilization and participation. People living in poverty lack the time, money, and skills for active civic engagement, and this is compounded
by the fact that residential segregation creates a barren civic environment incapable of supporting a vibrant civic community. Over time, this
creates a balance of political power that is dramatically skewed not only toward individuals with greater incomes but toward entire
neighborhoods with more economic resources.
A free eBook that asks hard questions about why politics once worked, and how today’s politics do not. What if idealistic reform itself is a
culprit? In Political Realism, Jonathan Rauch argues that well-meaning efforts to stem corruption and increase participation have stripped
political leaders and organizations of the tools they need to forge compromises and make them stick. Fortunately, he argues, much of the
damage can be undone by rediscovering political realism. Instead of trying to drive private money away out of politics, how about channeling
it to strengthen parties and leaders? Instead of doubling down on direct democracy, how about giving political professionals more influence
over candidate nominations? Rauch shows how a new generation of realist thinkers is using timetested truths about politics and government
to build reforms for our time. Rich with contrarian insights and fresh thinking, Political Realism is an eye-opening challenge to today’s
conventional wisdom about what ails American government and politics.
“A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of contemporary democracies.”—Steven Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die Why
divisions have deepened and what can be done to heal them As one part of the global democratic recession, severe political polarization is
increasingly afflicting old and new democracies alike, producing the erosion of democratic norms and rising societal anger. This volume is the
first book-length comparative analysis of this troubling global phenomenon, offering in-depth case studies of countries as wide-ranging and
important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey, and the United States. The case study authors are a diverse group of country and regional
experts, each with deep local knowledge and experience. Democracies Divided identifies and examines the fissures that are dividing
societies and the factors bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under study, political entrepreneurs have exploited and
exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their own purposes—in the process undermining the prospects for democratic consensus and
productive governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis of what has gone wrong. Each case study discusses actions that concerned
citizens and organizations are taking to counter polarizing forces, whether through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the media. The
book’s editors distill from the case studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus and defeating polarization in the world’s
democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this book is of compelling interest to civic activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary
citizens in societies beset by increasingly rancorous partisanship.
Americans often complain about the operation of their government, but scholars have never developed a complete picture of people s
preferred type of government. In this provocative and timely book, Hibbing and Theiss-Morse, employing an original national survey and
focus groups, report the governmental procedures Americans desire. Contrary to the prevailing view that people want greater involvement in
politics, most citizens do not care about most policies and therefore are content to turn over decision-making authority to someone else.
People s wish for the political system is that decision makers be empathetic and, especially, non-self-interested, not that they be responsive
and accountable to the people s largely nonexistent policy preferences or, even worse, that the people be obligated to participate directly in
decision making. Hibbing and Theiss-Morse conclude by cautioning communitarians, direct democrats, social capitalists, deliberation
theorists, and all those who think that greater citizen involvement is the solution to society s problems.
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Public disenchantment with and distrust of American government is at an all-time high and who can blame them? In the face of widespread
challenges -- everything from record levels of personal and national debt and the sky high cost of education, to gun violence, racial
discrimination, an immigration crisis, overpriced pharmaceuticals, and much more -- the government seems paralyzed and unable to act, the
most recent example being Covid-19. Its the deadliest pandemic in over a century. In addition to an unimaginable sick and death toll, it has
left more than thirty million Americans unemployed. Despite this, Washington let the first round of supplemental unemployment benefits run
out and for more than a month were unable to agree on a bill to help those suffering. This book explains why we are in this situation, why the
government is unable to respond to key challenges, and what we can do to right the ship. It requires that readers "upstream," stop blaming
the individuals in office and instead look at the root cause of the problem. The real culprit is the system; it was designed to protect liberty and
structured accordingly. As a result, however, it has left us with a government that is not responsive, largely unaccountable, and often
ineffective. This is not an accident; it is by design. Changing the way our government operates requires rethinking its primary goal(s) and then
restructuring to meet them. To this end, this book offers specific reform proposals to restructure the government and in the process make it
more accountable, effective, and responsive. Jeanne Zaino is Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Iona College, USA.
She is the author of three previous books and appears regularly as a commentator in the national and international media. In addition to her
teaching and research, she is currently serving as a political contributor at Bloomberg News. Research in the field of political science
stretches into an impressive number of areas, but it seems that most examines the personal aspects of governing. Perhaps it is human
nature to want to connect a face to a problem, but much of the recent scholarship has focused on how individual actors or political groups
have influenced American politics. In this wonderful book, Jeanne Zaino makes the compelling argument that much of our national frustration
with gridlock, polarization, and low levels of political efficacy are the fault of the very system that confounds us. Alison Dagnes, Professor,
Shippensburg University, USA.
The recent "Arab spring", with its popular uprisings in many Arab countries, has exposed the ambiguity at the heart of American promotion of
democracy in the Middle East. The US invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq were packaged as democracy promotion, as heralding the
beginning of a new phase in the politics of the Middle East when democracy would replace authoritarian regimes. Many of these authoritarian
regimes, however, were sustained by US support. The recent popular uprisings threaten to bring democracy without promotion by the US,
and threaten to overthrow regimes previously supported by the US and important for US strategy in the region – hence an initial hesitant
response by the US to some of the uprisings. This book explores the contradictions in American democracy promotion in the Middle East. It
discusses the principles underlying US democracy promotion, and the debates surrounding US policy formation, and examines the
application of US democracy promotion in specific cases. It concludes by assessing the likely future patterns of US engagement with
democratic reform in the Middle East.
This brilliant analysis of the nature of democracy draws on the hard-earned lessons of the ancient Greeks.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors'
Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s presidency has raised a
question that many of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
have spent more than twenty years studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is yes.
Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical institutions,
such as the judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news is that there are several exit
ramps on the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed the first one. Drawing on decades of
research and a wide range of historical and global examples, from 1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the
American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for How Democracies
Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the
most respected scholars in the field of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make their
mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and international democratic crises; in doing so, they
expand the conversation beyond Trump and before him, to other countries and to the deep structure of American democracy and
politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for just
Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best
commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell, former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and
deeply informed book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries around the world, and in ways that are
perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
From unsubstantiated 2020 election fraud claims and the storming of the US Capitol to the rampage of COVID-19 and racial injustice, this
book covers the foundations, institutions, and processes of "the great American experiment" with a clear and resonant theme: Democracy
cannot be taken for granted, whether at home or internationally, and eternal vigilance (along with civic intelligence) is required to protect it.
Approaching Democracy provides students with a framework to analyze the structure, process, and action of US government, institutions,
and social movements. It also invites comparison with other countries. This globalizing perspective gives students an understanding of issues
of governance and challenges to democracy here and elsewhere. At a moment of growing domestic terrorism, political hyper-partisanship,
populism, identity politics, and governmental dysfunction, there is no better time to bring Approaching Democracy--a textbook based on
Vaclav Havel's powerful metaphor of democracy as an ideal and the American experiment as the closest approach to it--to a new generation
of political science undergraduate students. NEW TO THE NINTH EDITION Two new authors, Nadia E. Brown and Sarah Allen Gershon,
who bring refreshing intellectual and diverse perspectives to the text. Includes the tumultuous political context surrounding the Trump
presidency, the 2020 elections, the 116th Congress, the Supreme Court, the COVID-19 crisis, and the fight for social and racial justice.
Figures and tables reflect the latest available data and surveys. Two new features--Diversity and Democracy, highlighting the experiences of
America's diverse social groups and the role of identity politics--and Discussion Questions at the end of each chapter, assessing critical
thinking skills. Critical contemporary events are explored throughout the book, including the attempted coup following the 2020 elections, the
Trump administration's handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, Black Lives Matter, protests in American cities that come to the epicenter of
America's approach to democracy, the changes in the Supreme Court and the federal court system, the growth of LGBTQ+ legal rights, and
the alteration in American Federalism. New and updated data on public attitudes toward police brutality, DACA, voter suppression,
healthcare, and the global climate movement are also covered.
Citizens are political simpletons--that is only a modest exaggeration of a common characterization of voters. Certainly, there is no shortage of
evidence of citizens' limited political knowledge, even about matters of the highest importance, along with inconsistencies in their thinking,
some glaring by any standard. But this picture of citizens all too often approaches caricature. Paul Sniderman and Benjamin Highton bring
together leading political scientists who offer new insights into the political thinking of the public, the causes of party polarization, the
motivations for political participation, and the paradoxical relationship between turnout and democratic representation. These studies propel a
foundational argument about democracy. Voters can only do as well as the alternatives on offer. These alternatives are constrained by third
players, in particular activists, interest groups, and financial contributors. The result: voters often appear to be shortsighted, extreme, and
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inconsistent because the alternatives they must choose between are shortsighted, extreme, and inconsistent. Facing the Challenge of
Democracy features contributions by John Aldrich, Stephen Ansolabehere, Edward Carmines, Jack Citrin, Susanna Dilliplane, Christopher
Ellis, Michael Ensley, Melanie Freeze, Donald Green, Eitan Hersh, Simon Jackman, Gary Jacobson, Matthew Knee, Jonathan Krasno, Arthur
Lupia, David Magleby, Eric McGhee, Diana Mutz, Candice Nelson, Benjamin Page, Kathryn Pearson, Eric Schickler, John Sides, James
Stimson, Lynn Vavreck, Michael Wagner, Mark Westlye, and Tao Xie.
This best-selling American government text is highly acclaimed for the non-ideological framework it uses to explore three themes: freedom,
order, and equality as political values; the majoritarianism versus pluralism debate; and globalization's effect on American politics. Extensively
updated, this edition includes new examples, figures, data, and current discussions. It also features an increased concentration on Learning
Outcomes, which are integrated throughout each chapter and tied to chapter quizzes. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Twenty-five-year-old Alexis de Tocqueville's account of America's social and political characteristics, which he observed in the early 1830s
while visiting from France; contains the complete two volumes based on the second revised and corrected text of the 1961 French edition.
"We live in an age that demonstrates the powerful need for ethics in government. Democracy is a privilege that carries with it important
responsibilities for the people and their representatives. As we look back on this era and determine the future of this nation, Dr. Long
Thompson's book will be a resource for Americans who are seeking ways to secure our democracy and our future as a nation." Congressman
John Lewis, Georgia's 5th District. Ethical leadership, steeped in integrity and fairness, matters. The future of our nation and our world
depends upon the quality of America's character. In this uncompromising, absorbing look at our government and society today, Jill Long
Thompson persuasively argues that we all have a meaningful role to play in shaping America's character and future. The citizenry, as well as
their elected officials, are responsible for protecting fairness of participation and integrity in elections, as well as in the adoption and execution
of laws. In this troubling time when the public is losing trust and confidence in our government, Jill Long Thompson shows us a bipartisan way
forward.
This book examines how well the American political systems performs by using multiple criteria, including the level of trust the public has
towards the institutions of government, the abilities of the institutions to make good public policy, the extent to which policy is responsive to
public opinion, and the extent to which public policy is fair.
Considers the social requirements for a thriving democracy
Reinhold Niebuhr helps us to understand why our politics is broken and research on the brain confirms his analysis: we are all vain and selfrighteous, and far too quick to reject anyone who thinks otherwise. To restore a democracy that works, we need to understand ourselves
better and develop the humility such knowledge should engender.
In early 2012, conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh claimed that Sandra Fluke, a Georgetown University law student who advocated for
insurance coverage of contraceptives, "wants to be paid to have sex." Over the next few days, Limbaugh attacked Fluke personally, often in
crude terms, while a powerful backlash grew, led by organizations such as the National Organization for Women. But perhaps what was most
notable about the incident was that it wasn't unusual. From Limbaugh's venomous attacks on Fluke to liberal radio host Mike Malloy's
suggestion that Bill O'Reilly "drink a vat of poison... and choke to death," over-the-top discourse in today's political opinion media is pervasive.
Anyone who observes the skyrocketing number of incendiary political opinion shows on television and radio might conclude that political
vitriol on the airwaves is fueled by the increasingly partisan American political system. But in The Outrage Industry Jeffrey M. Berry and
Sarah Sobieraj show how the proliferation of outrage-the provocative, hyperbolic style of commentary delivered by hosts like Ed Schultz, Bill
O'Reilly, and Sean Hannity- says more about regulatory, technological, and cultural changes, than it does about our political inclinations.
Berry and Sobieraj tackle the mechanics of outrage rhetoric, exploring its various forms such as mockery, emotional display, fear mongering,
audience flattery, and conspiracy theories. They then investigate the impact of outrage rhetoric-which stigmatizes cooperation and brands
collaboration and compromise as weak-on a contemporary political landscape that features frequent straight-party voting in Congress.
Outrage tactics have also facilitated the growth of the Tea Party, a movement which appeals to older, white conservatives and has dragged
the GOP farther away from the demographically significant moderates whose favor it should be courting. Finally, The Outrage Industry
examines how these shows sour our own political lives, exacerbating anxieties about political talk and collaboration in our own communities.
Drawing from a rich base of evidence, this book forces all of us to consider the negative consequences that flow from our increasingly hyperpartisan political media.
This supplementary text offers two readings per chapter organized in a debate-style format, representing opposing viewpoints. The
straightforward, thought-provoking presentation facilitates class discussion. Debate topics include Public Opinion: The American People and
War, Civil Liberties and War: Debating the USA Patriot Act, Debating the Deficit and the Size of Government, Economic Equality: A Threat to
Democracy? and U.S. Foreign Policy After September 11: American Hegemony or International Cooperation?
This “excellent study of activist politics in the United States over the past century” challenges the conventional wisdom about participatory
democracy (Times Literary Supplement). Freedom Is an Endless Meeting offers vivid portraits of American experiments in participatory
democracy throughout the twentieth century. Drawing on meticulous research and more than one hundred interviews with activists,
Francesca Polletta upends the notion that participatory democracy is worthy in purpose but unworkable in practice. Instead, she shows that
social movements have often used bottom-up decision making as a powerful tool for political change. Polletta traces the history of democracy
from early labor struggles and pre-World War II pacifism, through the civil rights, new left, and women’s liberation movements of the sixties
and seventies, and into today’s faith-based organizing and anti-corporate globalization campaigns. In the process, she uncovers neglected
sources of democratic inspiration—such as Depression-era labor educators and Mississippi voting registration workers—as well as practical
strategies of social protest. Polletta also highlights the obstacles that arise when activists model their democracies after nonpolitical
relationships such as friendship, tutelage, and religious fellowship. She concludes with a call to forge new kinds of democratic relationships
that balance trust with accountability, respect with openness to disagreement, and caring with inclusiveness. For anyone concerned about the
prospects for democracy in America, Freedom Is an Endless Meeting will offer abundant historical, theoretical, and practical insights.
The effectiveness and capacity of survival of democratic regimes has been recently and widely questioned in the public and political debate.
Both democratic institutions and political actors are increasingly confronted with rapid economic and societal transformations that, at least
according to some observers and commentators, they not seem to be ready or equipped to manage effectively. This book evaluates and
challenges recent scholarly literature on the quality of democracy. It provides a critical assessment of the current state of the studies on the
subject, identifying the key questions and discussing open issues, alternative approaches, problems and future developments. Bringing
together some of the most prominent and distinguished scholars who have developed and discussed the topic of the quality of democracy
during the last decade, it deals with a highly relevant topic in political science and extremely sensitive subject for our democratic societies.
This text will be of key interest to scholars of democracy and democratization and more broadly to comparative politics, electoral studies,
political theory, power and comparative political institutions.

Medicaid is the single largest public health insurer in the United States, covering upwards of 70 million Americans. Crucially,
Medicaid is also an intergovernmental program that yokes poverty to federalism: the federal government determines its broad
contours, while states have tremendous discretion over how Medicaid is designed and implemented. Where some locales are
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generous and open handed, others are tight-fisted and punitive. In Fragmented Democracy, Jamila Michener demonstrates the
consequences of such disparities for democratic citizenship. Unpacking how federalism transforms Medicaid beneficiaries'
interpretations of government and structures their participation in politics, the book examines American democracy from the
vantage point(s) of those who are living in or near poverty, (disproportionately) Black or Latino, and reliant on a federated
government for vital resources.
The United States is a nation whose identity is defined by the idea of democracy. Yet democracy in the U.S. is often taken for
granted, narrowly understood, and rarely critically examined. In Democracy as a Way of Life in America, Schneirov and Fernandez
show that, much more than a static legacy from the past, democracy is a living process that informs all aspects of American life.
The authors trace the story of American democracy from the revolution to the present, showing how democracy has changed over
time, and the challenges it has faced. They examine themes including individualism, foreign policy, the economy, and the
environment, and reveal how democracy has been deeply involved in these throughout the country’s history. Democracy as a
Way of Life in America demonstrates that democracy is not simply a set of institutions or practices such as the right to vote or
competing political parties, but a complex, multi-dimensional phenomenon, whose animating spirit can be found in every part of
American culture and society. This vital and engaging narrative should be read by students of history, political science, and
anyone who wants to understand the nature of American democracy.
"This book’s great service is that it challenges us to consider the ways in which our institutions and systems, and the assumptions,
positions and divisions that undergird them, leave us ill prepared for the next crisis."—Robert Rubin, The New York Times Book
Review Deftly weaving finance, politics, business, and the global human experience into one tight narrative, a tour-de-force
account of 2020, the year that changed everything--from the acclaimed author of Crashed. The shocks of 2020 have been great
and small, disrupting the world economy, international relations and the daily lives of virtually everyone on the planet. Never before
has the entire world economy contracted by 20 percent in a matter of weeks nor in the historic record of modern capitalism has
there been a moment in which 95 percent of the world's economies were suffering all at the same time. Across the world hundreds
of millions have lost their jobs. And over it all looms the specter of pandemic, and death. Adam Tooze, whose last book was
universally lauded for guiding us coherently through the chaos of the 2008 crash, now brings his bravura analytical and narrative
skills to a panoramic and synthetic overview of our current crisis. By focusing on finance and business, he sets the pandemic story
in a frame that casts a sobering new light on how unprepared the world was to fight the crisis, and how deep the ruptures in our
way of living and doing business are. The virus has attacked the economy with as much ferocity as it has our health, and there is
no vaccine arriving to address that. Tooze's special gift is to show how social organization, political interests, and economic policy
interact with devastating human consequences, from your local hospital to the World Bank. He moves fluidly from the impact of
currency fluctuations to the decimation of institutions--such as health-care systems, schools, and social services--in the name of
efficiency. He starkly analyzes what happened when the pandemic collided with domestic politics (China's party conferences; the
American elections), what the unintended consequences of the vaccine race might be, and the role climate change played in the
pandemic. Finally, he proves how no unilateral declaration of 'independence" or isolation can extricate any modern country from
the global web of travel, goods, services, and finance.
A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and institutions Most people believe democracy is a uniquely
just form of government. They believe people have the right to an equal share of political power. And they believe that political
participation is good for us—it empowers us, helps us get what we want, and tends to make us smarter, more virtuous, and more
caring for one another. These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But Jason Brennan says they are all
wrong. In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that democracy should be judged by its results—and the results are not good
enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a right to competent government. But democracy is the rule of
the ignorant and the irrational, and it all too often falls short. Furthermore, no one has a fundamental right to any share of political
power, and exercising political power does most of us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social science research shows
that political participation and democratic deliberation actually tend to make people worse—more irrational, biased, and mean.
Given this grim picture, Brennan argues that a new system of government—epistocracy, the rule of the knowledgeable—may be
better than democracy, and that it's time to experiment and find out. A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained
defense of the rule of the knowledgeable, Against Democracy is essential reading for scholars and students of politics across the
disciplines. Featuring a new preface that situates the book within the current political climate and discusses other alternatives
beyond epistocracy, Against Democracy is a challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the
knowledgeable.
This authoritative and thought-provoking history takes a fresh view of what was a period of unprecedented and rapid change.
Assuming no prior knowledge of the subject, Hugh Cunningham provides a clear narrative of political events, and an analysis of
change and continuity in ideas and in economic and social structure. Britain is set firmly in the context of world power and the
possession of empire. An overarching theme is the challenge presented by democracy in a period framed by the First and Fourth
Reform Acts. ‘Democracy’ had no stable meaning, and its opponents were just as vocal as its advocates. The book explores its
implications for the role of the state, for the governance of empire, and for the relationship between the different nations within the
United Kingdom.
Contributors: Anne Applebaum, Anne-Marie Brady, Alexander Cooley, Javier Corrales, Ron Deibert, Larry Diamond, Patrick
Merloe, Abbas Milani, Andrew Nathan, Marc F. Plattner, Peter Pomerantsev, Douglas Rutzen, Lilia Shevtsova, Alex Vatanka,
Christopher Walker, and Frederic Wehrey
An urgent, historically-grounded take on the four major factors that undermine American democracy, and what we can do to
address them. While many Americans despair of the current state of U.S. politics, most assume that our system of government
and democracy itself are invulnerable to decay. Yet when we examine the past, we find that the United States has undergone
repeated crises of democracy, from the earliest days of the republic to the present. In Four Threats, Suzanne Mettler and Robert
C. Lieberman explore five moments in history when democracy in the U.S. was under siege: the 1790s, the Civil War, the Gilded
Age, the Depression, and Watergate. These episodes risked profound—even fatal—damage to the American democratic
experiment. From this history, four distinct characteristics of disruption emerge. Political polarization, racism and nativism,
economic inequality, and excessive executive power—alone or in combination—have threatened the survival of the republic, but it
has survived—so far. What is unique, and alarming, about the present moment in American politics is that all four conditions exist.
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This convergence marks the contemporary era as a grave moment for democracy. But history provides a valuable repository from
which we can draw lessons about how democracy was eventually strengthened—or weakened—in the past. By revisiting how earlier
generations of Americans faced threats to the principles enshrined in the Constitution, we can see the promise and the peril that
have led us to today and chart a path toward repairing our civic fabric and renewing democracy.
"Fake news," wild conspiracy theories, misleading claims, doctored photos, lies peddled as facts, facts dismissed as lies—citizens
of democracies increasingly inhabit a public sphere teeming with competing claims and counterclaims, with no institution or person
possessing the authority to settle basic disputes in a definitive way. The problem may be novel in some of its details—including the
role of today's political leaders, along with broadcast and digital media, in intensifying the epistemic anarchy—but the challenge of
determining truth in a democratic world has a backstory. In this lively and illuminating book, historian Sophia Rosenfeld explores a
longstanding and largely unspoken tension at the heart of democracy between the supposed wisdom of the crowd and the need
for information to be vetted and evaluated by a learned elite made up of trusted experts. What we are witnessing now is the
unraveling of the détente between these competing aspects of democratic culture. In four bracing chapters, Rosenfeld
substantiates her claim by tracing the history of the vexed relationship between democracy and truth. She begins with an
examination of the period prior to the eighteenth-century Age of Revolutions, where she uncovers the political and epistemological
foundations of our democratic world. Subsequent chapters move from the Enlightenment to the rise of both populist and
technocratic notions of democracy between the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to the troubling trends—including the collapse of
social trust—that have led to the rise of our "post-truth" public life. Rosenfeld concludes by offering suggestions for how to defend
the idea of truth against the forces that would undermine it.
Four distinguished scholars in political science analyze American democracy from a comparative point of view, exploring how the U.S.
political system differs from that of thirty other democracies and what those differences ultimately mean for democratic performance. This
essential text approaches the following institutions from a political engineering point of view: constitutions, electoral systems, and political
parties, as well as legislative, executive, and judicial power. The text looks at democracies from around the world over a two-decade time
frame. The result is not only a fresh view of the much-discussed theme of American exceptionalism but also an innovative approach to
comparative politics that treats the United States as but one case among many. An ideal textbook for both American and comparative politics
courses.
The events of September 11 and the subsequent war on terrorism have provoked widespread discussion about the possibility of democracy
in the Islamic world. Such topics as the meaning of jihad, the role of clerics as authoritative interpreters, and the place of human rights and
toleration in Islam have become subjects of urgent public debate around the world. With few exceptions, however, this debate has proceeded
in isolation from the vibrant traditions of argument within Islamic theology, philosophy, and law. Islam and the Challenge of Democracy aims
to correct this deficiency. The book engages the reader in a rich discourse on the challenges of democracy in contemporary Islam. The
collection begins with a lead essay by Khaled Abou El Fadl, who argues that democracy, especially a constitutional democracy that protects
basic individual rights, is the form of government best suited to promoting a set of social and political values central to Islam. Because Islam
is about submission to God and about each individual's responsibility to serve as His agent on Earth, Abou El Fadl argues, there is no place
for the subjugation to human authority demanded by authoritarian regimes. The lead essay is followed by eleven others from internationally
respected specialists in democracy and religion. They address, challenge, and engage Abou El Fadl's work. The contributors include John
Esposito, Muhammad Fadel, Noah Feldman, Nader Hashemi, Bernard Haykel, Muqtedar Khan, Saba Mahmood, David Novak, William
Quandt, Kevin Reinhart, and Jeremy Waldron.
Given the massive demographic changes in the United States during the past few decades, understanding the place of immigrants in the
public sphere has never been more critical. Democracy's Promise examines both the challenges and opportunities posed to American civic
institutions by the presence of increasing numbers of immigrants. Author Janelle Wong argues that the low levels of political participation
among contemporary immigrants are not due to apathy or preoccupation with their homeland, but to the inability of American political parties
and advocacy organizations to mobilize immigrant voters. Wong's rich study of Chinese and Mexican immigrants in New York and Los
Angeles complements traditional studies of political behavior and civic institutions while offering a nuanced examination of immigrants'
political activity. Democracy's Promise will appeal to a broad spectrum of social scientists and ethnic studies scholars who study or teach
immigration, racial and ethnic politics, political participation, civic engagement, and American political institutions. In addition, it will appeal to
community organizers and party activists who are interested in issues of race and ethnicity, immigration, political participation, and political
mobilization. Janelle Wong is Assistant Professor of Political Science and American Studies and Ethnicity at the University of Southern
California. "As political parties (perhaps) decline in the United States, as civic organizations (perhaps) move away from direct participatory
politics, and as the number of immigrants certainly increases--what will link new Americans to the political realm? Janelle Wong answers this
important question clearly, with elegance, nuance, rich description, and galvanizing provocativeness. Her evidence is compelling and her
sense of urgency about the need for parties to look beyond short-term interests even more so." --Jennifer L. Hochschild, Harvard University
"Wong draws on the Latino and Asian immigrant experience, with specific examples from the Chinese and Mexican communities of New York
and Los Angeles, to show how the political parties have largely failed to organize these groups and why labor unions and immigrant advocacy
organizations have stepped in to take their place. Far from 'disuniting' America, she clearly shows that bringing these groups into the political
fray is central to the project of renewing American democracy." --John Mollenkopf, CUNY Graduate Center "A scathing critique of the role of
parties in the mobilization of new immigrants and an invaluable analysis of alternative pathways of mobilization through community
organizations." --Michael Jones-Correa, Cornell University "By employing multiple empirical methods, including in-depth interviews and
sophisticated survey analyses, Janelle Wong provides a compelling account of the political activities and allegiances of America's Asian and
Latino immigrants that challenges much conventional wisdom. Often the political parties are failing to reach out to these groups, and often
immigrants remain concerned about their home countries; but they are nonetheless increasingly active in American politics, in ways that may
do much to shape the course of American political development in the 21st century. Democracy's Promise is a major contribution to our
understanding of this crucial dimension of American politics." --Rogers M. Smith, University of Pennsylvania "Democracy's Promise
challenges political parties to reexamine their priorities for mobilizing new voters, and identifies the critical role civic institutions play in
invigorating participation among immigrant citizens. Wong's analysis is at once precise and expansive; illuminating the contours of Latino and
Asian American political incorporation and provoking thoughtful debate on inclusion in democratic theory." --Jane Junn, Rutgers University
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
The rise of China, along with problems of governance in democratic countries, has reinvigorated the theory of political meritocracy. But what
is the theory of political meritocracy and how can it set standards for evaluating political progress (and regress)? To help answer these
questions, this volume gathers a series of commissioned research papers from an interdisciplinary group of leading philosophers, historians
and social scientists. The result is the first book in decades to examine the rise (or revival) of political meritocracy and what it will mean for
political developments in China and the rest of the world. Despite its limitations, meritocracy has contributed much to human flourishing in
East Asia and beyond and will continue to do so in the future. This book is essential reading for those who wish to further the debate and
Page 5/6

Acces PDF The Challenge Of Democracy American Government In Global Politics The Essentials Book Only 9th
Edition By Janda Kenneth Berry Jeffrey M Goldman Jerry Schildkra 2013 Paperback
perhaps even help to implement desirable forms of political change.
In countries around the world, from the United States to the Philippines to Chile, police forces are at the center of social unrest and debates
about democracy and rule of law. This book examines the persistence of authoritarian policing in Latin America to explain why police violence
and malfeasance remain pervasive decades after democratization. It also examines the conditions under which reform can occur. Drawing on
rich comparative analysis and evidence from Brazil, Argentina, and Colombia, the book opens up the 'black box' of police bureaucracies to
show how police forces exert power and cultivate relationships with politicians, as well as how social inequality impedes change. González
shows that authoritarian policing persists not in spite of democracy but in part because of democratic processes and public demand. When
societal preferences over the distribution of security and coercion are fragmented along existing social cleavages, politicians possess few
incentives to enact reform.
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