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The Chosen Chaim Potok
"REMARKABLE . . . A WONDERFUL STORY." --The Boston Globe The father is a highranking Communist officer, a Jew who survived Stalin's purges. The son is a "refusenik," who
risked his life and happiness to protest everything his father held dear. Now, Chaim Potok,
beloved author of the award-winning novels The Chosen and My Name is Asher Lev, unfolds
the gripping true story of a father, a son, and a conflict that spans Soviet history. Drawing on
taped interviews and his harrowing visits to Russia, Potok traces the public and privates lives
of the Slepak family: Their passions and ideologies, their struggles to reconcile their identities
as Russians and as Jews, their willingness to fight--and die--for diametrically opposed political
beliefs. "[A] vivid account . . . [Potok] brings a novelist's passion and eye for detail to a gripping
story that possesses many of the elements of fiction--except that it's all too true." --San
Francisco Chronicle
For Davita Chandal, growing up in New York in the 1930s and '40s is an experience of
indescribable joy—and unfathomable sadness. Her loving parents, both fervent radicals, fill her
with the fiercely bright hope for a new, better world. But the deprivations of war and the
Depression take their ruthless toll. And Davita, unexpectedly, finds in the Jewish faith that her
mother had long ago abandoned both a solace to her questioning inner pain and a test of her
budding spirit of independence. To her, life's elusive possibilities for happiness, for fulfillment,
for decency, become as real and resonant as the music of the small harp that hangs on her
door, welcoming all guests with its sweet, gentle tones. Praise for Davita's Harp “Rich . . .
enchanting . . . [Chaim] Potok's bravest book.”—The New York Times Book Review “It is an
enormous pleasure to sink into such a rich . . . solidly written novel. The reader knows from the
first few pages that he is in the hands of a sure professional who won't let him down.”—People
“Engrossing . . . Filled with a host of richly drawn characters. Potok is a master
storyteller.”—Chicago Tribune “Gripping and intriguing . . . A well-told tale that needed
telling.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
“In the fall, I went for walks and brought home bones. The best bones weren’t on trails—deer
and moose don’t die conveniently—and soon I was wandering so far into the woods that I
needed a map and compass to find my way home. When winter came and snow blew into the
mountains, burying the bones, I continued to spend my days and often my nights in the woods.
I vaguely understood that I was doing this because I could no longer think; I found relief in
walking up hills. When the night temperatures dropped below zero, I felt visited by necessity, a
baseline purpose, and I walked for miles, my only objective to remain upright, keep moving,
preserve warmth. When I was lost, I told myself stories . . .” So Charles D’Ambrosio recounted
his life in Philipsburg, Montana, the genesis of the brilliant stories collected here, six of which
originally appeared in The New Yorker. Each of these eight burnished, terrifying, masterfully
crafted stories is set against a landscape that is both deeply American and unmistakably
universal. A son confronts his father’s madness and his own hunger for connection on a
misguided hike in the Pacific Northwest. A screenwriter fights for his sanity in the bleak
corridors of a Manhattan psych ward while lusting after a ballerina who sets herself ablaze. A
Thanksgiving hunting trip in Northern Michigan becomes the scene of a haunting reckoning
with marital infidelity and desperation. And in the magnificent title story, carpenters building
sets for a porn movie drift dreamily beneath a surface of sexual tension toward a racial
violence they will never fully comprehend. Taking place in remote cabins, asylums, Indian
reservations, the backloads of Iowa and the streets of Seattle, this collection of stories, as
muscular and challenging as the best novels, is about people who have been orphaned, who
have lost connection, and who have exhausted the ability to generate meaning in their lives.
Yet in the midst of lacerating difficulty, the sensibility at work in these fictions boldly insists on
the enduring power of love. D’Ambrosio conjures a world that is fearfully inhospitable, darkly
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humorous, and touched by glory; here are characters, tested by every kind of failure, who
struggle to remain human, whose lives have been sharpened rather than numbed by adversity,
whose apprehension of truth and beauty has been deepened rather than defeated by their
troubles. Many writers speak of the abyss. Charles D’Ambrosio writes as if he is inside of it,
gazing upward, and the gaze itself is redemptive, a great yearning ache, poignant and
wondrous, equal parts grit and grace. A must read for everyone who cares about literary
writing, The Dead Fish Museum belongs on the same shelf with the best American short
fiction.
A fascinating history of the Jews, told by a master novelist, here is Chaim Potok's fascinating,
moving four thousand-year history. Recreating great historical events, exporing Jewish life in
its infinite variety and in many eras and places, here is a unique work by a singular Jewish
voice.
From the celebrated author of The Chosen and My Name Is Asher Lev, a trilogy of related
novellas about a woman whose life touches three very different men—stories that encompass
some of the profoundest themes of the twentieth century. Ilana Davita Dinn is the listener to
whom three men relate their lives. As a young girl, she offers English lessons to a teenage
survivor of the camps. In “The Ark Builder,” he shares with her the story of his friendship with
a proud old builder of synagogue arks, and what happened when the German army invaded
their Polish town. As a graduate student, she finds herself escorting a guest lecturer from the
Soviet Union, and in “The War Doctor,” her sympathy moves him to put his painful past to
paper recounting his experiences as a Soviet NKVD agent who was saved by an idealistic
doctor during the Russian civil war, only to encounter him again during the terrifying period of
the Kremlin doctors’ plot. And, finally, we meet her in “The Trope Teacher,” in which a
distinguished professor of military history, trying to write his memoirs, is distracted by his
wife’s illness and by the arrival next door of a new neighbor, the famous writer I. D. (Ilana
Davita) Chandal. Poignant and profound, Chaim Potok’s newest fiction is a major addition to
his remarkable—and remarkably loved—body of work.
“Extraordinary . . . No one but Chaim Potok could have written this strangely sweet,
compelling, and deeply felt novel.”—The Cleveland Plain Dealer In his powerful My Name is
Asher Lev, Chaim Potok gave the world an unforgettable character and a timeless story that
The New York Times Book Review hailed as “little short of a work of genius.” The Chicago
Sun-Times declared it “a story that had to be told.” Now, Chaim Potok’s beloved character
returns to learn, to teach, to dream, in The Gift of Asher Lev. Twenty years have passed. Asher
Lev is a world-renowned artist living with his young family in France. Still, he is unsure of his
artistic direction. Success has not brought ease to his heart. Then Asher’s beloved uncle dies
suddenly, and Asher and his family rush back to Brooklyn—and into a world that Asher thought
he had left behind forever. It is a journey of confrontation and discovery as Asher purges his
past in search of new inspiration for his art and begins to understand the true meaning of
sacrifice and the painful joy in sharing the most precious gift of all. Praise for The Gift of Asher
Lev “A masterwork.”—Newsday “Rivals anything Chaim Potok has ever produced. It is a book
written with passion about passion. You’re not likely to read anything better this year.”—The
Detroit News “Fascinating.”—The Washington Post Book World “Very moving.”—The
Philadelphia Inquirer
Think with your heart and prepare to die . . . for you have been Chosen. Thomas Hunter,
supreme commander of the Forest Guard, has seen a great evil decimate much of his beautiful
world. With a dwindling army and an epic threat, Thomas is forced to supplement his fighters
with new recruits ages 16 and 17. From thousands, four will be chosen to lead a special
mission. Unknown to Thomas, the chosen four are redirected to a different endgame. They
must find the seven lost Books of History before the Dark One. For these seven books have
immense power over the past, present, and future, controlling not only the destiny of their
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world . . . but that of ours as well.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Winner of the Sophie Brody Medal • An
NBCC Finalist for 2016 Award for Fiction • ALA Carnegie Medal Finalist for
Excellence in Fiction • Wall Street Journal’s Best Novel of the Year • A New
York Times Notable Book of the Year • A Washington Post Best Book of the
Year • An NPR Best Book of the Year • A Slate Best Book of the Year • A
Christian Science Monitor Top 15 Fiction Book of the Year • A New York
Magazine Best Book of the Year • A San Francisco Chronicle Book of the Year •
A Buzzfeed Best Book of the Year • A New York Post Best Book of the Year
iBooks Novel of the Year • An Amazon Editors' Top 20 Book of the Year • #1
Indie Next Pick • #1 Amazon Spotlight Pick • A New York Times Book Review
Editors’ Choice • A BookPage Top Fiction Pick of the Month • An Indie Next
Bestseller "This book is beautiful.” — A.O. Scott, New York Times Book Review,
cover review Following on the heels of his New York Times bestselling novel
Telegraph Avenue, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael Chabon delivers
another literary masterpiece: a novel of truth and lies, family legends, and
existential adventure—and the forces that work to destroy us. In 1989, fresh from
the publication of his first novel, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh, Michael Chabon
traveled to his mother’s home in Oakland, California, to visit his terminally ill
grandfather. Tongue loosened by powerful painkillers, memory stirred by the
imminence of death, Chabon’s grandfather shared recollections and told stories
the younger man had never heard before, uncovering bits and pieces of a history
long buried and forgotten. That dreamlike week of revelations forms the basis for
the novel Moonglow, the latest feat of legerdemain from Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Michael Chabon. Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession of a man
the narrator refers to only as “my grandfather.” It is a tale of madness, of war
and adventure, of sex and marriage and desire, of existential doubt and model
rocketry, of the shining aspirations and demonic underpinnings of American
technological accomplishment at midcentury, and, above all, of the destructive
impact—and the creative power—of keeping secrets and telling lies. It is a portrait
of the difficult but passionate love between the narrator’s grandfather and his
grandmother, an enigmatic woman broken by her experience growing up in wartorn France. It is also a tour de force of speculative autobiography in which
Chabon devises and reveals a secret history of his own imagination. From the
Jewish slums of prewar South Philadelphia to the invasion of Germany, from a
Florida retirement village to the penal utopia of New York’s Wallkill prison, from
the heyday of the space program to the twilight of the “American Century,” the
novel revisits an entire era through a single life and collapses a lifetime into a
single week. A lie that tells the truth, a work of fictional nonfiction, an
autobiography wrapped in a novel disguised as a memoir, Moonglow is Chabon
at his most moving and inventive.
The perfect companion to Chaim Potok’s "The Chosen," this study guide
contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a
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guide to major characters and themes. BookCap Study Guides do not contain
text from the actual book, and are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to
reading the book. We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a
student trying to cram for that big final, or someone just trying to understand a
book more, BookCaps can help. We are a small, but growing company, and are
adding titles every month.
David Lurie learns that all beginnings are hard. He must fight for his place against
the bullies in his Depression-shadowed Bronx neighborhood and his own frail
health. As a young man, he must start anew and define his own path of personal
belief that diverges sharply with his devout father and everything he has been
taught.... From the Paperback edition.
Following a baseball game that nearly became a religious war, two Jewish boys
become friends. Danny comes from the strict Hasidic sect that keeps him bound
in centuries of orthodoxy. Reuven is brought up by a father patently aware of the
twentieth century. Everything tries to destroy their friendship, but they use
honesty with each other as a shield and it proves an impenetrable protection.
Describes the dramatic efforts of Peter Bergson to battle American indifference to
the plight of Jews and others targeted by Nazi genocide and to rescue victims of
the Holocaust.
"Writing at its best is an exalted state, an unlocking of the unconscious and
imagination and a contact with sanctity." One of America's most popular Jewish
writers, Chaim Potok (b. 1929) is the author of such novels as The Chosen
(1967), The Promise (1969), The Book of Lights (1981), and Davita's Harp
(1985). Each of his novels explores the tension between tradition and modernity,
and the clash between Jewish culture and contemporary Western civilization,
which he calls "core-to-core culture confrontation." Although primarily known as a
novelist, Potok is an ordained Conservative rabbi and a world-class Judaic
scholar who has also published children's books, theological discourses,
biographies, and histories. Conversations with Chaim Potok presents interviews
ranging from 1976 to 1999. Potok discusses the broad range of his writing and
the deep influence of non-Jewish novels-in particular, Evelyn Waugh's
Brideshead Revisited and James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man-on
his work. Interviews bear witness to Potok's many other influences-Orthodox
Jewish doctrine, Freudian psychoanalytical theory, Picasso's Guernica, and
Jewish kabbalah mysticism. Though labeled an American Jewish writer, Potok
argues that Flannery O'Connor should then be called an American Catholic writer
and John Updike an American Protestant writer. "In his mind," editor Daniel
Walden writes, "just as Faulkner was a writer focused on a particular place,
Oxford, Mississippi, . . . so Potok's territory was a small section of New York
City." Potok often explores conflict in his writings and in his interviews. Strict
Jewish teachings deem fiction an artifice and therefore unnecessary, yet since
the age of sixteen Potok has been driven to write novels. At the root of all of
these conversations is Potok's intense interest in the turmoil between Jewish
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culture, religion, and tradition and what he calls "Western secular humanism." As
he discusses his work, he continually includes broader issues, such as the state
of Jewish literature and art, pointing out with pride and enthusiasm his belief that
Jewish culture, in the twentieth century, has finally begun to have a significant
role in producing and shaping the world's art and literature. Whether discussing
the finer details of Talmudic textual analysis or his period of chaplaincy during the
Korean War, Potok is articulate and philosophical, bringing deep consideration
into what may seem small subjects. Although his novels and histories take place
primarily in the recent past, the Chaim Potok that emerges from this collection is
a writer deeply rooted in the tensions of the present. Daniel Walden is Professor
Emeritus of American Studies, English and Comparative Literature at Penn State
University. He has written or edited several books, including On Being Jewish
(1974), Twentieth Century American Jewish Writers (1984), The World of Chaim
Potok (1985), and American Jewish Poets: The Roots and the Stems (1990).
“[Chaim] Potok writes powerfully about the suffering of innocent people caught in
the cross-fire of a war they cannot begin to understand. . . . Humanity and
compassion for his characters leap from every page.”—San Francisco Chronicle
As the Chinese and the army of the North sweep south during the Korean War,
an old peasant farmer and his wife flee their village across the bleak, bombed-out
landscape. They soon come upon a boy in a ditch who is wounded and
unconscious. Stirred by possessiveness and caring the woman refuses to leave
the boy behind. The man thinks she is crazy to nurse this boy, to risk their lives
for some dying stranger. Angry and bewildered, he waits for the boy to die. And
when the boy does not die, the old man begins to believe that the boy possesss a
magic upon which all their lives depend. . . .
Chaim Potok was a world-class writer and scholar, a Conservative Jew who
wrote from and about his tradition and the conflicts between observance and
acculturation. With a plain, straightforward style, his novels were set against the
moral, spiritual, and intellectual currents of the twentieth century. This collection
aims to widen the lens through which we read Chaim Potok and to establish him
as an authentic American writer who created unforgettable characters forging
American identities for themselves while retaining their Jewish nature. The
essays illuminate the central struggle in Potok’s novels, which results from a
profound desire to reconcile the appeal of modernity with the pull of traditional
Judaism. The volume includes a memoir by Adena Potok and ends with Chaim
Potok’s “My Life as a Writer,” a speech he gave at Penn State in 1982. Aside
from the editor, the contributors are Victoria Aarons, Nathan P. Devir, Jane
Eisner, Susanne Klingenstein, S. Lillian Kremer, Jessica Lang, Sanford E.
Marovitz, Kathryn McClymond, Hugh Nissenson, Adena Potok, and Jonathan
Rosen.
Asher Lev is a gifted loner, the artist who painted the sensational Brooklyn
Crucifixion. Into it he poured all the anguish and torment a Jew can feel when
torn between the faith of his fathers and the calling of his art. Here Asher Lev
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plunges back into his childhood and recounts the story of love and conflict which
dragged him to this crossroads.
Gershon Loran, a quiet rabinical student, is troubled by the dark reality around
him. He sees hope in the study of Kabbalah, the Jewish book of mysticism and
visions, truth and light. But to Gershon's friend, Arthur, light means something
else, the Atom bomb, his father helped create. Both men seek different a refuge
in a foreign place, hoping for the same thing....
While Chaim Potok is most famous for his novels, particularly his first book The
Chosen (1967)—which was listed on The New York Times bestseller list for 39
weeks and sold more than 3,400,000 copies—he also wrote plays, which are
collected and published here for the first time. Rena Potok edited the collection
and wrote the introduction. This book features all five of Potok’s plays,
production notes on each of the plays, prefaces by the directors, and the
transcript of a post-performance discussion on Out of the Depths featuring Chaim
Potok and Prof. David Roskies, which appears for the first time in print, in this
volume. Includes: Out of the Depths (Performed in Philadelphia in 1990. The last
version was a 1990 video of the staged workshop performance. The play was
reconstructed for this collection by Rena Potok and David Bassuk, the play’s
director and co-creator, based on the video and on the final rehearsal script.)
Sins of the Father: The Carnival and The Gallery (Performed in Philadelphia in
1990. Adapted from scenes in Chaim Potok’s novels The Promise and My Name
is Asher Lev.) The Play of Lights (Performed in Philadelphia in 1992. Adapted
from Chaim Potok’s novel The Book of Lights.) The Chosen (Premiered in 1999
and performed widely since then. Adapted from the novel of the same name into
a play by Chaim Potok and Aaron Posner. This volume contains the most recent
authorized version of the play.)
In a passionate, energetic narrative, The Promise brilliantly dramatizes what it is
to master and use knowledge to make one’s own way in the world. Reuven
Malter lives in Brooklyn, he’s in love, and he’s studying to be a rabbi. He also
keeps challenging the strict interpretations of his teachers, and if he keeps it up,
his dream of becoming a rabbi may die. One day, worried about a disturbed,
unhappy boy named Michael, Reuven takes him sailing and cloud-watching.
Reuven also introduces him to an old friend, Danny Saunders—now a
psychologist with a growing reputation. Reconnected by their shared concern for
Michael, Reuven and Danny each learns what it is to take on life—whether sacred
truths or a troubled child—according to his own lights, not just established
authority.
An in-depth study of the eight major novels by renowned Jewish-American writer,
Chaim Potok.
A Study Guide for Chaim Potok's "The Chosen," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
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Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
The ChosenPenguin Modern Classics
From David Bruce Smith, author of American Hero: John Marshall, Chief Justice
of the United States, and his mother Clarice Smith, world renowned artist, comes
this compelling and insightful historical biography of Abigail and John Adams.
This unique nonfiction children’s book tells the story of one of America’s mosttreasured couples alongside stunning and original illustrations. Abigail and John
presents readers the opportunity to view prominent scenes in American history
through the remarkable lives of one of the country’s most beloved couples—the
Adamses. Exploring the historical significance of a partnership that spanned over
five decades, Abigail and John details the love they shared for each other and
the country. From carefree childhoods to years of war, to the births of their
children, and the beginning of a new nation, Abigail and Johnlooks into the
unique roles the Adamses played in the formation of America, and contributions
and sacrifices they made for the young country. Praise Abigail & John “Abigail &
John invites young readers into the partnership of America's second president
John Adams, and his wife and closest advisor, Abigail Smith Adams. David Bruce
Smith's fresh take on these well-known historical figures, animated by Clarice
Smith's charming illustrations, is sure to give students new insights into the early
years of our country's history.” ~ Margot Lee Shetterly, Bestselling author of
Hidden Figures: The Story of the African-American Women Who Helped Win the
Space Race “Abigail & John delivers a charming portrait of a love story that
bloomed in the midst of a revolution, a partnership that gave America two of its
first six presidents – John Adams and his son John Quincy Adams. Their joint
journey, described in more than a thousand letters they exchanged, is an exciting
and timeless tale.” ~ David O. Stewart, Bestselling author of The Summer of
1787: The Men Who Invented the Constitution Abigail & John teaches young
readers not only historical facts but introduces them to the strong union and
lasting bond between John and Abigail Adams and how it shaped our new nation.
An excellent addition to any library. – Trinka Hakes Noble, Bestselling author and
illustrator of American history books for young readers “Abigail & John is a
wonderful addition to the literature on our early American history for our young
readers. Engagingly written, brilliantly illustrated, it should be “must read” for
every school child. I’m sure teachers across America will welcome it as a new,
handsome resource for their classrooms.” ~ Alex Nyrges Director & CEO Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts “Children and adults alike will cherish the wonderfully
illustrated true story of love and enduring strength as Abigail and John Adams—in
what was surely a partnership of equals—overcome daunting challenges and
together change the world. An exciting start to what promises to be a brilliant
series.” ~ Ed Lengel, Bestselling author of General George Washington "This is
a beautifully told love story of one of the earliest power couples in American
history. The story and the illustrations will appeal to readers of all ages with a nod
to graphic novels. Abigail & John is a well needed positive American history
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primer using excerpts from the couple’s correspondence. The nuanced language
and setting used to convey the story acknowledges a sophisticated reader of any
age. The illustrations by renowned artist Clarice Smith enhance the story with a
dynamic quality of movement. The images are beautifully aligned with the story
making it visually stunning. This book demonstrates the importance of art in
telling the story and both artist and author have set the bar high.” ~ Neme
Alperstein, Library of Congress Teaching With Primary Sources Mentor “Abigail
& John is a heart-warming yet honest account of America's most celebrated
founding couple. With charming illustrations that bring Abigail and John Adams'
partnership to life, and beautifully-written text that engages equally well when
read aloud as when read silently, this highly-informative history of early America
will be treasured by children and parents alike”. ~ Louise Mirrer, Ph.D., President
& CEO, New-York Historical Society Louise Mirrer, Ph.D. President and CEO
New York Historical Society “Abigail & John invites young readers to meet a
couple that was both extraordinary and ahead of their time, yet flawed and prone
to individual struggles as we humans all are. The vignettes throughout the book
weave together personal and global events, enriched with original art.” ~ Erin
Carlson Mast CEO & Executive Director, Lincoln Cottage. "What a lovely,
humanizing dual-biography of these revered founding mother and father. Abigail
and John are true equals in this narrative, gifting readers a wonderful introduction
and inspiring summary of their joint efforts and sacrifices for their new
democracy, their affection and support for one another. The illustrations are
works-of-art - inviting, evocative --beautiful punctuations to each life stage
described in the text and the perfect complement to the book's presentation of
the Adamses as the living, breathing, and extraordinarily strong human beings
they were." ~ L.M Elliott, bestselling author of Give Me Liberty, Hamilton and
Peggy and Under the War Torn Sky “As the leader of an organization committed
to advancing lifelong learning in history, I am delighted that David Bruce Smith
and Clarice Smith have created this vitally important, beautiful, and compelling
nonfiction resource for young people. They have made history, and women’s
history, come to life!” ~ Phoebe Stein, Executive Director, Maryland Humanities
"What a gift David Bruce Smith and Clarice Smith’s Abigail & John is to our
families, kids and parents alike. In their graceful hands, words and illustrations
tell such a compelling story about one of our nation’s original power couples.
With prose that approaches the poetic and lines and color that elevate those
words these masterful storytellers leave us grateful for the reawakening of this
important part of our history. Two thumbs up from this fan!" ~ Edgar Dobie,
Executive Producer and President of Arena Stage "For David Bruce Smith it is a
matter of utmost urgency that all Americans understand the story of our nation
and how the lessons of that history can lead us to greater justice and human
flourishing. The late Bruce Cole, who was David Bruce Smith’s close colleague
and collaborator, used to warn the nation against historical amnesia: books like
Abigail and John give us good reason to hope that the rising new generation of
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citizens will be dedicated to building an even brighter future for America. This
volume, engagingly illustrated by Clarice Smith, is the first in the Grateful
American Book Series, an initiative for which we should all be thankful. ~ Michael
B. Poliakoff, Ph.D. is the president of the American Council of Trustees and
Alumni “Exquisite illustrations, coupled with compelling prose, offer readers of
Abigail and John a rich and moving journey into the personal and political lives of
America’s first power couple. Young readers will be captivated by Clarice
Smith’s artistry and David’s Smith graceful writing. How the intimate feelings of
affection between Adams’s animated their politics is powerful story that is
conveyed brilliantly by the Smiths. Abigail and John is a triumph.” ~ Peter S.
Carmichael, Fluhrer Professor of History, Gettysburg College. “David Bruce
Smith has captured the special relationship between John and Abigail Adams
and their part in forming a nation in a way that kids will both understand and
enjoy. A great read for young and old alike.” ~ Chris Stevenson, Author of
Gabriel Cooper and the Drum of Destiny “Too often we look on the American
Founders as icons, statue-like figures whose world-historical greatness raises
them above the status of mere mortals. When we do this, we forget their
humanity. No one who reads Abigail & John will make that mistake, however.
Here we are permitted to see the two Adamses as real people, full and equal
partners in one of the great marriages in American history, a marriage that
carried through all the most critical events in early United States history, without
ever losing any of its intimacy and joy. Truly a book to be grateful for.” ~ Dr.
Wilfred M. McClay, G.T. and Libby Blankenship Chair in the History of Liberty,
University of Oklahoma “David Bruce Smith and Clarice Smith have collaborated
beautifully on a radical, yet long overdue, concept for historical works; that
success is often the product of a couple and not solely the male partner’s
accomplishment. Young readers will be treated to a rich narrative of the union
between Abigail and John Adams told through easily readable prose and inviting
illustrations”. ~ Rabbi Mitchel Malkus, Ed.D. | Head of School Charles E. Smith
Jewish Day School
SIR GAWAIN AND THE GREEN KNIGHT, PEARL, AND SIR ORFEO THREE
MEDIEVAL ENGLISH POEMS, WITH TRANSLATION AND COMMENTARY BY
J.R.R. TOLKIEN It’s Christmas at Camelot and King Arthur won’t begin to feast
until he has witnessed a marvel of chivalry. A mysterious knight, green from head
to toe, rides in and brings the court’s wait to an end with an implausible
challenge to the Round Table: he will allow any of the knights to strike him once,
with a battle-axe no less, on the condition that he is allowed to return the blow a
year hence. Arthur’s brave favorite for the challenge is Sir Gawain…
Accompanying Sir Gawain and the Green Knight in this book are Sir Orfeo, a
medieval version of the story of Orpheus and Euridice, a love so strong that it
overcame death, and Pearl, the moving tale of a man in a graveyard mourning
his baby daughter, lost like a pearl that slipped through his fingers. Worn out by
grief, he falls asleep and dreams of meeting her in a bejewelled fantasy world.
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Interpreted in a form designed to appeal to the general reader, J.R.R. Tolkien’s
vivid translations of these classic poems represent the complete rhyme and
alliterative schemes of the originals. This beautifully decorated text includes as a
bonus the complete text of Tolkien’s acclaimed lecture on Sir Gawain.
THE STORY: A standing-room-only hit wherever it has played, this awardwinning adaptation from the award-winning novel is the story of two boys, two
fathers and two very different Jewish communities--five blocks and a world
apart--in Williamsburgh, Brookl
The Bible's affirmation of Israel's divine election is often ignored or even
repudiated by contemporary Christians and Jews who are scandalized by the
possibility that God might favor one person or group over another. Beginning with
the stories of family rivalry in Genesis and working through a host of other biblical
texts, Joel Kaminsky explores the dynamics of election: Why does God favor
certain people? How do the chosen and non-chosen interact? And what might
these texts teach us about God's intentions for the world? Book jacket.
An overview of the work features a biographical sketch of the author, a list of
characters, a summary of the plot, and critical and analytical views of the work.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Read with Jenna Book Club Pick as
Featured on Today • As a young mother facing a terminal diagnosis, Julie YipWilliams began to write her story, a story like no other. What began as the
chronicle of an imminent and early death became something much more—a
powerful exhortation to the living. “An exquisitely moving portrait of the daily stuff
of life.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice) NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review •
Time • Real Simple • Good Housekeeping That Julie Yip-Williams survived
infancy was a miracle. Born blind in Vietnam, she narrowly escaped euthanasia
at the hands of her grandmother, only to flee with her family the political upheaval
of her country in the late 1970s. Loaded into a rickety boat with three hundred
other refugees, Julie made it to Hong Kong and, ultimately, America, where a
surgeon at UCLA gave her partial sight. She would go on to become a Harvardeducated lawyer, with a husband, a family, and a life she had once assumed
would be impossible. Then, at age thirty-seven, with two little girls at home, Julie
was diagnosed with terminal metastatic colon cancer, and a different journey
began. The Unwinding of the Miracle is the story of a vigorous life refracted
through the prism of imminent death. When she was first diagnosed, Julie YipWilliams sought clarity and guidance through the experience and, finding none,
began to write her way through it—a chronicle that grew beyond her imagining.
Motherhood, marriage, the immigrant experience, ambition, love, wanderlust,
tennis, fortune-tellers, grief, reincarnation, jealousy, comfort, pain, the marvel of
the body in full rebellion—this book is as sprawling and majestic as the life it
records. It is inspiring and instructive, delightful and shattering. It is a book of
indelible moments, seared deep—an incomparable guide to living vividly by facing
hard truths consciously. With humor, bracing honesty, and the cleansing power of
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well-deployed anger, Julie Yip-Williams set the stage for her lasting legacy and
one final miracle: the story of her life. Praise for The Unwinding of the Miracle
“Everything worth understanding and holding on to is in this book. . . . A miracle
indeed.”—Kelly Corrigan, New York Times bestselling author “A beautifully
written, moving, and compassionate chronicle that deserves to be read and
absorbed widely.”—Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The
Emperor of All Maladies
How can we define "Judaism," and what are the common threads uniting ancient rabbis,
Maimonides, the authors of the Zohar, and modern secular Jews in Israel? Michael L. Satlow
offers a fresh perspective on Judaism that recognizes both its similarities and its immense
diversity. Presenting snapshots of Judaism from around the globe and throughout history,
Satlow explores the links between vastly different communities and their Jewish traditions. He
studies the geonim, rabbinical scholars who lived in Iraq from the ninth to twelfth centuries; the
intellectual flourishing of Jews in medieval Spain; how the Hasidim of nineteenth-century
Eastern Europe confronted modernity; and the post-World War II development of distinct
American and Israeli Jewish identities. Satlow pays close attention to how communities define
themselves, their relationship to biblical and rabbinic texts, and their ritual practices. His
fascinating portraits reveal the amazingly creative ways Jews have adapted over time to social
and political challenges and continue to remain a "Jewish family."
A coming-of-age classic about two Jewish boys growing up in Brooklyn in the 1940s, this
“profound and universal” story of what we share across cultures remains deeply pertinent
today (The Wall Street Journal). It’s the spring of 1944 and fifteen-year-olds Reuven Malter
and Danny Saunders have lived five blocks apart all their lives. But they’ve never met, not until
the day an accident during a softball game sparks an unlikely friendship. Soon these two
boys—one expected to become a Hasidic rebbe, the other at ease with secular America—are
drawn into one another’s worlds despite one father’s strong opposition. Set against the
backdrop of WWII and the creation of the state of Israel, The Chosen is a poignant novel about
transformation and tradition, growing up and growing wise, and finding yourself—even if that
might mean leaving your community.
Get your "A" in gear! They're today's most popular study guides-with everything you need to
succeed in school. Written by Harvard students for students, since its inception SparkNotes™
has developed a loyal community of dedicated users and become a major education brand.
Consumer demand has been so strong that the guides have expanded to over 150 titles.
SparkNotes'™ motto is Smarter, Better, Faster because: · They feature the most current ideas
and themes, written by experts. · They're easier to understand, because the same people who
use them have also written them. · The clear writing style and edited content enables students
to read through the material quickly, saving valuable time. And with everything
covered--context; plot overview; character lists; themes, motifs, and symbols; summary and
analysis, key facts; study questions and essay topics; and reviews and resources--you don't
have to go anywhere else!
An ambitious and mesmerizing novel from the bestselling author of Rules of Magic. The
Dovekeepers is “striking….Hoffman grounds her expansive, intricately woven, and deepest new
novel in biblical history, with a devotion and seriousness of purpose” (Entertainment Weekly).
Nearly two thousand years ago, nine hundred Jews held out for months against armies of
Romans on Masada, a mountain in the Judean desert. According to the ancient historian
Josephus, two women and five children survived. Based on this tragic and iconic event,
Hoffman’s novel is a spellbinding tale of four extraordinarily bold, resourceful, and sensuous
women, each of whom has come to Masada by a different path. Yael’s mother died in
childbirth, and her father, an expert assassin, never forgave her for that death. Revka, a village
Page 11/12

Read Free The Chosen Chaim Potok
baker’s wife, watched the murder of her daughter by Roman soldiers; she brings to Masada
her young grandsons, rendered mute by what they have witnessed. Aziza is a warrior’s
daughter, raised as a boy, a fearless rider and expert marksman who finds passion with a
fellow soldier. Shirah, born in Alexandria, is wise in the ways of ancient magic and medicine, a
woman with uncanny insight and power. The lives of these four complex and fiercely
independent women intersect in the desperate days of the siege. All are dovekeepers, and all
are also keeping secrets—about who they are, where they come from, who fathered them, and
whom they love.
This is the official companion study to season 1 of The Chosen, the groundbreaking television
series about the life of Jesus. What Does It Mean to Be Chosen? parallels each episode,
connecting readers to the Bible in a brand-new way. It includes: A deeper look at Isaiah 43 and
its fulfillment in Jesus and the lives of His followers (including us!) Script excerpts, quotes, and
illustrations from the show Guiding questions for groups or individuals Being chosen by Jesus
has beautiful and far-reaching implications—although it says even more about the Chooser than
the choosees. We are loved because He’s love. We are saved because He’s merciful. We
belong to the family of God because Jesus invites us, making the Bible and all its promises as
true for us today as it was for God’s chosen nation. What does it actually mean to be Chosen?
To answer that question, we’re going Old school—Testament that is—which leads us back to
the New. Which always leads us directly to Jesus.
At the age of fourteen, Francisco Jiménez, together with his older brother Roberto and his
mother, are caught by la migra. Forced to leave their home in California, the entire family
travels all night for twenty hours by bus, arriving at the U.S. and Mexican border in Nogales,
Arizona. In the months and years that follow during the late 1950s-early 1960s, Francisco, his
mother and father, and his seven brothers and sister not only struggle to keep their family
together, but also face crushing poverty, long hours of labor, and blatant prejudice. How they
sustain their hope, their good-heartedness, and tenacity is revealed in this moving, Pura Belpré
Honor-winning sequel to The Circuit. Without bitterness or sentimentality, Francisco Jiménez
finishes telling the story of his youth.
SHERAZADE, AGED 17, DARK CURLY HAIR, GREEN EYES, MISSING Sherazade is
seventeen, Algerian, and a ¬runaway in Paris. Although she has no morals, no scruples, no
politics, no apparent emotional depth and little education, Sherazade remains curiously
unattached but innocent in the city's underworld of drop-outs, outcasts, political activists and
junkies. With honesty and lyricism this novel exposes the various issues that affect a young
woman living in a city which is both sophisticated and provincial, liberal and conservative,
tolerant and prejudiced. In Paris, Sherazade is pursued by Julian, the son of French-Algerians
who is an ardent Arabist. Pigeon-holed by Julian into the ¬traditional exotic mold, Sherazade
endeavors to create her own definition of Algerian ¬femininity and in doing so breaks down
conventions and stereotypes. It is Julian's obsession with her that spurs her on to selfdiscovery and to make decisions about her future. Sherazade is about a young woman
haunted by her Algerian past. It is a powerful account of a person who searches for her true
identity but is caught between worlds—Africa and Europe, her parents’ and her own, colony
and capital. Ultimately it is an ¬account of possession, identity and the realities of urban life
today and what can happen when society fails to acknowledge its younger generations.
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