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The Civilization Of Middle Ages Norman F Cantor
This book is designed to give the reader an up-to-date account of the history of European
civilization from its medieval origins to the present. Its theme is the interplay among individuals,
groups, and cultures within a common civilization. Each of these "protagonists" has shaped the
others without losing its identity or autonomy.
Heroes and Marvels of the Middle Ages is a history like no other: it is a history of the
imagination, presented between two celebrated groups of the period. One group consists of
heroes: Charlemagne, El Cid, King Arthur, Orlando, Pope Joan, Melusine, Merlin the Wizard,
and also the fox and the unicorn. The other is the miraculous, represented here by three forms
of power that dominated medieval society: the cathedral, the castle, and the cloister. Roaming
between the boundaries of the natural and the supernatural, between earth and the heavens,
the medieval universe is illustrated by a shared iconography, covering a vast geographical
span. This imaginative history is also a continuing story, which presents the heroes and
marvels of the Middle Ages as the times defined them: venerated, then bequeathed to future
centuries where they have continued to live and transform through remembrance of the past,
adaptation to the present, and openness to the future.
This book shows how the Age of Reason actually began during the late Middle Ages.
This volume presents an extensive collection of Medieval sources for the history of the popular
heresies in Western Europe.
A "lively and engaging" history of the Middle Ages (Dallas Morning News) from the acclaimed
historian William Manchester, author of The Last Lion. From tales of chivalrous knights to the
barbarity of trial by ordeal, no era has been a greater source of awe, horror, and wonder than
the Middle Ages. In handsomely crafted prose, and with the grace and authority of his
extraordinary gift for narrative history, William Manchester leads us from a civilization tottering
on the brink of collapse to the grandeur of its rebirth: the dense explosion of energy that
spawned some of history's greatest poets, philosophers, painters, adventurers, and reformers,
as well as some of its most spectacular villains. "Manchester provides easy access to a
fascinating age when our modern mentality was just being born." --Chicago Tribune
"I've been teaching the 'Age of Charlemagne' for 25 years. Thanks to Paul Dutton, I finally
have the book I need to make this age come alive." - Charles R. Bowlus, Professor Emeritus,
University of Arkansas at Little Rock
This ambitious and wide-ranging study of the European Middle Ages respects the complexity
and richness of its subject; always accessible, it is never merely superficial or over-simplistic.
Stressing the long-term factors of continuity, evolution and change throughout, David Nicholas
discusses the social and economic aspects of medieval civilization, and examines their links
with political, institutional and cultural development. Designed for students and non-specialists,
his book triumphantly meets the need for a comprehensive survey of the medieval world within
the covers of a single authoritative volume.
The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of popular history -- the untold
story of Ireland's role in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe.
Every year millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how
great an influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent history of civilization. Not only did he
bring Christianity to Ireland, he instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create the
conditions that allowed Ireland to become "the isle of saints and scholars" -- and thus preserve
Western culture while Europe was being overrun by barbarians. In this entertaining and
compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the story of how Europe evolved from the classical
age of Rome to the medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have taken place.
Not only did Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of Western civilization -- copying
manuscripts of Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while libraries and learning
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on the continent were forever lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the task. As
Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we associate with medieval culture has
its roots in Ireland. When the seeds of culture were replanted on the European continent, it
was from Ireland that they were germinated. In the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A Distant
Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an era that few know about but which is
central to understanding our past and our cultural heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with a
winking wit that aptly captures the sensibility of the unsung Irish who relaunched civilization.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and
Heroes.
This is the first encyclopedic work to focus exclusively on medieval Jewish civilization, from the
fall of the Roman Empire to about 1492. The more than 150 alphabetically organized entries,
written by scholars from around the world, include biographies, countries, events, social
history, and religious concepts. The coverage is international, presenting people, culture, and
events from various countries in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. For a full list of entries
and contributors, a generous selection of sample entries, and more, visit the Medieval Jewish
Civilization: An Encyclopedia website.
The idea that with the decline of the Roman Empire Europe entered into some immense ‘dark
age’ has long been viewed as inadequate by many historians. How could a world still so
profoundly shaped by Rome and which encompassed such remarkable societies as the
Byzantine, Carolingian and Ottonian empires, be anything other than central to the
development of European history? How could a world of so many peoples, whether expanding,
moving or stable, of Goths, Franks, Vandals, Byzantines, Arabs, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings,
whose genetic and linguistic inheritors we all are, not lie at the heart of how we understand
ourselves? The Inheritance of Rome is a work of remarkable scope and ambition. Drawing on
a wealth of new material, it is a book which will transform its many readers’ ideas about the
crucible in which Europe would in the end be created. From the collapse of the Roman imperial
system to the establishment of the new European dynastic states, perhaps this book’s most
striking achievement is to make sense of an immensely long period of time, experienced by
many generations of Europeans, and which, while it certainly included catastrophic invasions
and turbulence, also contained long periods of continuity and achievement. From Ireland to
Constantinople, from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, this is a genuinely Europe-wide history of
a new kind, with something surprising or arresting on every page.
This one thousand year history of the civilization of western Europe has already been
recognized in France as a scholarly contribution of the highest order and as a popular classic.
Jacques Le Goff has written a book which will not only be read by generations of students and
historians, but which will delight and inform all those interested in the history of medieval
Europe. Part one, Historical Evolution , is a narrative account of the entire period, from the
barbarian settlement of Roman Europe in the fifth, sixth and seventh centuries to the war-torn
crises of Christian Europe in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Part two, Medieval
Civilization , is analytical, concerned with the origins of early medieval ideas of culture and
religion, the constraints of time and space in a pre-industrial world and the reconstruction of the
lives and sensibilities of the people during this long period. Medieval Civilization combines the
narrative and descriptive power characteristic of Anglo-Saxon scholarship with the sensitivity
and insight of the French historical tradition.
"The purpose of the study as here presented is to approach the Middle Ages from a new point
of view, by showing how the thought of the period, metaphysics included, is intimately
connected with the whole round of Western civilization to which it belongs. My work represents
simply an attempt to open the way; it makes no pretense to exhaustive treatment of any of the
innumerable problems involved in so vast a subject"--Preface. (PsycINFO Database Record (c)
2010 APA, all rights reserved).
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From millenarists to Antichrist hunters, from the Sibyls to the Hussites, Visions of the End is a
monumental compendium spanning the literature of the Christian apocalyptic tradition from the
period A.D. 400 to 1500, masterfully selected and complete with a comprehensive introduction
and new preface.
This magisterial book is an analysis of the course of Western intellectual history between A.D.
400 and 1400. The book is arranged in two parts: the first surveys the comparative modes of
thought and varying success of Byzantine, Latin-Christian, and Muslim cultures, and the
second takes the reader from the eleventh-century revival of learning to the high Middle Ages
and beyond, the period in which the vibrancy of Western intellectual culture enabled it to stamp
its imprint well beyond the frontiers of Christendom. Marcia Colish argues that the foundations
of the Western intellectual tradition were laid in the Middle Ages and not, as is commonly held,
in the Judeo-Christian or classical periods. She contends that Western medieval thinkers
produced a set of tolerances, tastes, concerns, and sensibilities that made the Middle Ages
unlike other chapters of the Western intellectual experience. She provides astute descriptions
of the vernacular and oral culture of each country of Europe; explores the nature of medieval
culture and its transmission; profiles seminal thinkers (Augustine, Anselm, Gregory the Great,
Aquinas, Ockham); studies heresy from Manichaeism to Huss and Wycliffe; and investigates
the influence of Arab and Jewish writing on scholasticism and the resurrection of Greek
studies. Colish concludes with an assessment of the modes of medieval thought that ended
with the period and those that remained as bases for later ages of European intellectual
history.
INVENTING THE MIDDLE AGES The Lives, Works, and Ideas of the Great Medievalists of the
Twentieth Century In this ground-breaking work, Norman Cantor explains how our current
notion of the Middle Ages-with its vivid images of wars, tournaments, plagues, saints and
kings, knights and ladies-was born in the twentieth century. The medieval world was not simply
excavated through systematic research. It had to be conceptually created: It had to be
invented, and this is the story of that invention. Norman Cantor focuses on the lives and works
of twenty of the great medievalists of this century, demonstrating how the events of their lives,
and their spiritual and emotional outlooks, influenced their interpretations of the Middle Ages.
Cantor makes their scholarship an intensely personal and passionate exercise, full of color and
controversy, displaying the strong personalities and creative minds that brought new insights
about the past. A revolution in academic method, this book is a breakthrough to a new way of
teaching the humanities and historiography, to be enjoyed by student and general public alike.
It takes an immense body of learning and transmits it so that readers come away fully informed
of the essentials of the subject, perceiving the interconnection of medieval civilization with the
culture of the twentieth century and having had a good time while doing it! This is a riveting,
entertaining, humorous, and learned read, compulsory for anyone concerned about the past
and future of Western civilization.
Now revised and expanded, this edition of the splendidly detailed and lively history of the
Middle Ages contains more than 30 percent new material.
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of medieval accounts *Includes a bibliography for further
reading In the time period between the fall of Rome and the spread of the Renaissance across
the European continent, many of today's European nations were formed, the Catholic Church
rose to great prominence, some of history's most famous wars occurred, and a social class
system was instituted that lasted over 1,000 years. A lot of activity took place during a period
frequently labeled derogatively as the "Dark Ages," and while that period of time is mostly
referred to as the "Middle Ages" instead of the Dark Ages today, it has still retained the stigma
of being a sort of lost period of time in which Western civilization made no worthwhile progress
after the advances of the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome. In reality, this
oversimplification of the Middle Ages overlooks the progress made in the studies of sciences
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and philosophy, especially during the High Middle Ages. It also ignores the fact that one of the
most important inventions of the last millennium was created in Germany during the Late
Middle Ages, the printing press, which allowed the Renaissance to move across the continent
and help position Western Europe as the wealthiest region in the world. If anything, the one
aspect of the Middle Ages that has been romanticized is medieval warfare. Indeed, the Middle
Ages have long sparked people's imaginations thanks to imagery of armored knights battling
on horseback and armies of men trying to breach the walls of formidable castles. What is
generally forgotten is that medieval warfare was constantly adapting to the times as leaders
adopted new techniques and technology, and common infantry became increasingly important
throughout the period. Starting around 1000 CE, there was a gradual consolidation of power in
the region after the fragmentation of the Early Middle Ages, and it brought about the rise of
more centralized states that could field large armies. The Normans, one of the first groups to
do this, were notable for their discipline and organization, and it's little surprise that they were
the last foreigners to successfully invade Britain under William the Conqueror in the mid-11th
century. The Middle Ages have always gripped people's imaginations, and knights, fair ladies,
castles, jousting, and feasts make for a pleasant picture, but the reality was quite different.
People were dirty, disease was rife, war was cruel, and life was short. People died in bizarre
ways, frequently insisted they saw visions in the sky, and invented marvelous devices
seemingly way before their time. British writer L. P. Hartley famously wrote, "The past is a
foreign country; they do things differently there." Europe in the Middle Ages was more like a
different planet. The Weird Middle Ages: A Collection of Mysterious Stories, Odd Customs, and
Strange Superstitions from Medieval Times includes all kinds of tales about people and events
during the era. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about
some of the Middle Ages' strangest stories like never before.
Along with most of the rest of Western culture, has crime itself become more "civilized"? This
book exposes as myths the beliefs that society has become more violent than it has been in
the past and that violence is more likely to occur in cities than in rural areas. The product of
years of study by scholars from North America and Europe, The Civilization of Crime shows
that, however violent some large cities may be now, both rural and urban communities in
Sweden, Holland, England, and other countries were far more violent during the late Middle
Ages than any cities are today. Contributors show that the dramatic change is due, in part, to
the fact that violence was often tolerated or even accepted as a form of dispute settlement in
village-dominated premodern society. Interpersonal violence declined in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, as dispute resolution was taken over by courts and other state institutions
and the church became increasingly intolerant of it. The book also challenges a number of
other historical-sociological theories, among them that contemporary organized crime is new,
and addresses continuing debate about the meaning and usefulness of crime statistics.
CONTRIBUTORS: Esther Cohen, Herman Diederiks, Florike Egmond, Eric A. Johnson,
Michele Mancino, Eric H. Monkkonen, Eva Österberg, James A. Sharpe, Pieter Spierenburg,
Jan Sundin, Barbara Weinberger
The Emergence of Subjectivity in the Ancient and Medieval World: An Interpretation of
Western Civilization represents a combination of different genres: cultural history, philosophical
anthropology, and textbook. It follows a handful of different but interrelated themes through
more than a dozen texts that were written over a period of several millennia and, by means of
an analysis of these texts, presents a theory of the development of Western civilization from
antiquity to the Middle Ages. The main line of argument traces the various self-conceptions of
different cultures as they developed historically, reflecting different views of what it is to be
human. The thesis of the volume is that through examination of these changes we can discern
the gradual emergence of what we today call inwardness, subjectivity, and individual freedom.
As human civilization took its first tenuous steps, it had a very limited conception of the
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individual. Instead, the dominant principle was that of the wider group: the family, clan, or
people. Only in the course of history did the idea of what we now know as individuality begin to
emerge, and it took millennia for this idea to be fully recognized and developed. The
conception of human beings as having a sphere of inwardness and subjectivity subsequently
had a sweeping impact on all aspects of culture, including philosophy, religion, law, and art:
indeed, this notion largely constitutes what is today referred to as modernity. It is easy to lose
sight of the fact that this modern conception of human subjectivity was not simply something
given, but rather the result of a long process of historical and cultural development.
Capturing the vigor and vitality of medieval times in an interesting and engaging manner,
Strayer gives a vivid interpretation of the significance of medieval civilization, not of medieval
history. This essay focuses on two topics: First is the organization on a specialization of society
and the cooperation of its people. Second is their shared ideals and beliefs. This important
work illuminates how the intriguing activities of the Middle Ages have nourished our presentday civilization.
Studies a wide range of topics concerning Medieval society, including the universities, folklore,
and economy of the Middle Ages
Explores the cultural framework within which changes in agricultural technology and economic
organization occur and the ways in which changes in the social fabric influence attitudes
toward rural work and the peasantry.
This 1997 book views the substantive achievements of the Middle Ages as they relate to early
modern science.
This book focuses on the major Jewish-Chrisian disputations of medieval Europe: those of
Paris (1240), Barcelona (1263), and Tortosa (1413-14).
In the Middle Ages, a varied and vibrant Islamic culture flourished in all its aspects, from
religious institutions to legal and scientific endeavors. Lassner, Reisman, and Bonner detail
how all three montheist traditions are linked to the same sacred history. They trace the most
current scholarship on the Arabian background to Islam, the prophet's early religious message
and its appeal. They the Qur'an and how it would have been understood by the earliest
generations of Muslims. How much does historical memory come into play in current
depictions of this early era? Beyond religious institutions, Muslim scholars and scientists were
vital to both the transmission of knowledge from the Greek civilization and to the uninterrupted
progress of science. The authors explore the role that non-Muslim minorities played within this
culture and they detail the splits within the Muslim world that continue to this day.
General history of the Middle Ages focusing on medieval culture and religion.
In contrast to the economic and cultural dominance by the south and the east coast over the
past several centuries, influence in China in the early Middle Ages was centered in the north
and featured a significantly multicultural society. Many events that were profoundly formative
for the future of East Asian civilization occurred during this period, although much of this
multiculturalism has long been obscured due to the Confucian monopoly of written records.
Multicultural China in the Early Middle Ages endeavors to expose a number of long-hidden nonSinitic characteristics and manifestations of heritage, some lasting to this very day. Sanping
Chen investigates several foundational aspects of Chinese culture during this period, including
the legendary unicorn and the fabled heroine Mulan, to determine the origin and development
of the lore. His meticulous research yields surprising results. For instance, he finds that the
character Mulan is not of Chinese origin and that Central Asian influences are to be found in
language, religion, governance, and other fundamental characteristics of Chinese culture. As
Victor Mair writes in the Foreword, "While not everyone will acquiesce in the entirety of Dr.
Chen's findings, no reputable scholar can afford to ignore them with impunity." These
"foreign"-origin elements were largely the legacy of the Tuoba, whose descendants in fact
dominated China's political and cultural stage for nearly a millennium. Long before the
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Mongols, the Tuoba set a precedent for "using the civilized to rule the civilized" by attracting a
large number of sedentary Central Asians to East Asia. This not only added a strong preIslamic Iranian layer to the contemporary Sinitic culture but also commenced China's golden
age under the cosmopolitan Tang dynasty, whose nominally "Chinese" ruling house is
revealed by Chen to be the biological and cultural heir of the Tuoba.
A unique, illustrated book that will change the way you see medieval history The Middle Ages:
A Graphic History busts the myth of the ‘Dark Ages’, shedding light on the medieval period’s
present-day relevance in a unique illustrated style. This history takes us through the rise and
fall of empires, papacies, caliphates and kingdoms; through the violence and death of the
Crusades, Viking raids, the Hundred Years War and the Plague; to the curious practices of
monks, martyrs and iconoclasts. We’ll see how the foundations of the modern West were
established, influencing our art, cultures, religious practices and ways of thinking. And we’ll
explore the lives of those seen as ‘Other’ – women, Jews, homosexuals, lepers, sex workers
and heretics. Join historian Eleanor Janega and illustrator Neil Max Emmanuel on a romp
across continents and kingdoms as we discover the Middle Ages to be a time of huge change,
inquiry and development – not unlike our own.

Surveys the political history of medieval Europe, describes life in England and Spain,
and looks at the Holy Roman Empire, the crusades, and the Byzantine Empire
An unforgettable journey into the forgotten history of medieval Africa From the birth of
Islam in the seventh century to the voyages of European exploration in the fifteenth,
Africa was at the center of a vibrant exchange of goods and ideas. It was an African
golden age in which Ghâna, Nubia, and Zimbabwe became the crossroads of
civilizations, and where African royals, thinkers, and artists played celebrated roles in
an increasingly globalized world. François-Xavier Fauvelle brings this thrilling era
marvelously to life. A book that finally recognizes Africa's important role in the Middle
Ages, The Golden Rhinoceros carefully pieces together the written and archaeological
evidence to tell an unforgettable story that is at once sensitive to Africa’s rich social
diversity and alert to the trajectories that connected Africa with the wider Muslim and
Christian worlds.
Here, National Book Award winner Richard Winston explores life in the Middle Ages from the fifth to the fifteenth centuries, beginning with the fall of the Roman Empire and
ending with the dawn of the Renaissance. In both countryside and cities, from the
peasants to the bourgeoisie to the nobility, no aspect of life in this era is left unexplored.
The Civilization of the Middle AgesA Completely Revised and Expanded Edition of
Medieval History, the Life and Death of a CivilizationHarperCollins Publishers
Studies on the ideas and institutions of Western civilization from 200 A.D. to 1500 A.D.
Johannes Fried gives us a Middle Ages full of people encountering the unfamiliar,
grappling with new ideas, redefining power, and interacting with different societies—an
era characterized by continuities and discontinuities, the vibrant expansion of
knowledge, and an understanding of the growing complexity of the world.
PHILOSOPHY AND CIVILIZATION IN THE MIDDLE AGES LOUIS CLARK VANUXEM
FOUNDATION PHILOSOPHY AND CIVILIZATION IN THE MIDDLE AGES BY
MAURICE DsWULF PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF
LOUVAIN AND IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY MEMBER OF ACADEMIES OF
BRUSSELS AND OF MADRID PRINCETON Princeton University Press 1922
PREFACE THE material of these lectures, which I had the honor of delivering at
Princeton University, on the Vanuxem Foundation, was prepared, during the War, at the
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Universities of Harvard, Poitiers, and Toronto. Certain portions of the work, relatively
few, have already appeared in the form of articles, viz. part of Chapter I in the Revue de
Mttaphys ique et de Morale, July, 1918 Chapter IV, ii, in the Philosophical Review, July,
1918 Chapter V, iii, in the International Journal of Ethics, January, 1919 Chapter III, ii,
and Chapter VII, i-v, in the Harvard Theological Review, October, 1918. These now
take their place as integral parts of what may be regarded as a supplement to my His
tory of Mediaeval Philosophy. The purpose of the study as here presented is to
approach the Middle Ages from a new point of view, by showing how the thought of the
period, metaphysics included, is intimately connected with the whole round of Western
civilization to which it belongs. My work represents simply an attempt to open the way it
makes no pretense to exhaustive treatment of any of the innumerable problems in
volved in so vast a subject. I desire to express my cordial thanks to the friends who
have aided me in translating these lee Vi PREFACE tures, in particular to Mr, Daniel
Sargent, of Har vard University. And it is a special duty and pleasure to acknowledge
my obligations to Profes sorHorace C. Longwell, of Princeton University, who has
offered many valuable suggestions while assisting in the revision of the manuscript and
in the task of seeing the work through the press. Harvard University January, 1022
ANALYTICAL TABLE OF CONTENTS CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION i. Relational
aspects of philosophy in the Middle Ages. ii. Methods, iii. The importance of the twelfth
century and of the thirteenth century in mediaeval civilization iv. Sur vey of these
centuries. CHAPTER TWO SURVEY OP CIVILIZATION IN THE TWELFTH CENTURY
i. Feudal Europe, ii. Catholic influences Cluny, Citeaux, the bishops, the Pope. iii. A
new spirit the value and dignity of the individual man. iv. New forms of art. v. The twelfth
century one of French influences. CHAPTER THREE THE CIVILIZATION AS
REFLECTED IN PHILOSOPHY i. Location of philosophical schools invasion of French
schools by foreigners, ii. Delimitation of the several sci ences philosophy distinct from
the seven liberal arts and from theology, iii. Harmony of the feudal sense of personal
worth with the philosophical doctrine that the individual alone exists, iv. The feudal
civilization and the anti-realistic solution of the problem of universals. CHAPTER FOUR
THE GREAT AWAKENING OF PHILOSOPHY IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY i. The
causes The acquired momentum, ii. The rise of the Universities Paris and Oxford, iii.
The establishment of the mendicant orders Dominicans and Franciscans, iv. The
acquaintance with new philosophical works translations, v. General result among the
numerous systems the schol astic philosophy issues as dominant, vi. The
comprehensive classification of knowledge. Viii CONTENTS CHAPTER FIVE
UNIFYING AND COSMOPOLITAN TENDENCIES i.Need of universality the law of
parsimony. ii. Excess resulting from the felt need of simplifying without limit the
geocentric system and the anthropocentric conception, iii. The society of mankind f
university humana in its theoretical and practical forms, iv. Cosmopolitan tenden cies.
CHAPTER SIX OPTIMISM AND IMPEBSONALITT i. Optimism in philosophy, in art, in
religion, ii. Imperson ality, iii. History of philosophy and literary attribution. iv.
Perenniality. CHAPTER SEVEN SCHOLASTIC PHILOSOPHY AND THE RELIGIOUS
SPIRIT i...
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