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The Cold War is one of the furthest-reaching and longest-lasting conflicts in
modern history. It spanned the globe - from Greece to China, Hungary to Cuba and lasted for almost half a century. It has shaped political relations to this day,
drawing new physical and ideological boundaries between East and West. In this
meticulously researched account, Bridget Kendall explores the Cold War through
the eyes of those who experienced it first-hand. Alongside in-depth analysis that
explains the historical and political context, the book draws on exclusive
interviews with individuals who lived through the conflict's key events, offering a
variety of perspectives that reveal how the Cold War was experienced by
ordinary people. From pilots making food drops during the Berlin Blockade and
Japanese fishermen affected by H-bomb testing to families fleeing the Korean
War and children whose parents were victims of McCarthy's Red Scare, The
Cold War covers the full geographical and historical reach of the conflict. The
Cold War is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand how the tensions
of the last century have shaped the modern world, and what it was like to live
through them.
In Reagan and Gorbachev, Jack F. Matlock, Jr., gives an eyewitness account of
how the Cold War ended, with humankind declared the winner. As Reagan’s
principal adviser on Soviet and European affairs, and later as the U.S.
ambassador to the U.S.S.R., Matlock lived history: He was the point person for
Reagan’s evolving policy of conciliation toward the Soviet Union. Working from
his own papers, recent interviews with major figures, and archival sources both
here and abroad, Matlock offers an insider’s perspective on a diplomatic
campaign far more sophisticated than previously thought, led by two men of
surpassing vision. Matlock details how, from the start of his term, Reagan
privately pursued improved U.S.—U.S.S.R. relations, while rebuilding America’s
military and fighting will in order to confront the Soviet Union while providing
bargaining chips. When Gorbachev assumed leadership, however, Reagan and
his advisers found a potential partner in the enterprise of peace. At first the two
leaders sparred, agreeing on little. Gradually a form of trust emerged, with
Gorbachev taking politically risky steps that bore long-term benefits, like the
agreement to abolish intermediate-range nuclear missiles and the agreement to
abolish intermediate-range nuclear missiles and the U.S.S.R.’s significant
unilateral troop reductions in 1988. Through his recollections and unparalleled
access to the best and latest sources, Matlock describes Reagan’s and
Gorbachev’s initial views of each other. We learn how the two prepared for their
meetings; we discover that Reagan occasionally wrote to Gorbachev in his own
hand, both to personalize the correspondence and to prevent nit-picking by hardliners in his administration. We also see how the two men were pushed closer
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together by the unlikeliest characters (Senator Ted Kennedy and François
Mitterrand among them) and by the two leaders’ remarkable foreign ministers,
George Shultz and Eduard Shevardnadze. The end of the Cold War is a key
event in modern history, one that demanded bold individuals and decisive action.
Both epic and intimate, Reagan and Gorbachev will be the standard reference, a
work that is critical to our understanding of the present and the past.
A harrowing account of the Cuban missile crisis and how the US and USSR
came to the brink of nuclear apocalypse. Nearly thirty years after the end of the
Cold War, today’s world leaders are abandoning disarmament treaties, building
up their nuclear arsenals, and exchanging threats of nuclear strikes. To survive
this new atomic age, we must relearn the lessons of the most dangerous moment
of the Cold War: the Cuban missile crisis. Serhii Plokhy’s Nuclear Folly offers an
international perspective on the crisis, tracing the tortuous decision-making that
produced and then resolved it, which involved John Kennedy and his advisers,
Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro, and their commanders on the ground. In
breathtaking detail, Plokhy vividly recounts the young JFK being played by the
canny Khrushchev; the hotheaded Castro willing to defy the USSR and
threatening to align himself with China; the Soviet troops on the ground clearing
jungle foliage in the tropical heat, and desperately trying to conceal nuclear
installations on Cuba, which were nonetheless easily spotted by U-2 spy planes;
and the hair-raising near misses at sea that nearly caused a Soviet nucleararmed submarine to fire its weapons. More often than not, the Americans and
Soviets misread each other, operated under false information, and came
perilously close to nuclear catastrophe. Despite these errors, nuclear war was
ultimately avoided for one central reason: fear, and the realization that any
escalation on either the Soviets’ or the Americans’ part would lead to mutual
destruction. Drawing on a range of Soviet archival sources, including previously
classified KGB documents, as well as White House tapes, Plokhy masterfully
illustrates the drama and anxiety of those tense days, and provides a way for us
to grapple with the problems posed in our present day.
A path-breaking collection of essays by cutting-edge authors that reassess the
Cold War since the fall of communism.
A “constantly captivating…well-researched and often moving” (The Wall Street
Journal) history of Checkpoint Charlie, the famous military gate on the border of
East and West Berlin where the United States confronted the USSR during the
Cold War. In the early 1960s, East Germany committed a billion dollars to the
creation of the Berlin Wall, an eleven-foot-high barrier that consisted of seventynine miles of fencing, 300 watchtowers, 250 guard dog runs, twenty bunkers, and
was operated around the clock by guards who shot to kill. Over the next twentyeight years, at least five thousand people attempt to smash through it, swim
across it, tunnel under it, or fly over it. In 1989, the East German leadership
buckled in the face of a civil revolt that culminated in half a million East Berliners
demanding an end to the ban on free movement. The world’s media flocked to
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capture the moment which, perhaps more than any other, signaled the end of the
Cold War. Checkpoint Charlie had been the epicenter of global conflict for nearly
three decades. Now, “in capturing the essence of the old Cold War [MacGregor]
may just have helped us to understand a bit more about the new one” (The
Times, London)—the mistrust, oppression, paranoia, and fear that gripped the
world throughout this period. Checkpoint Charlie is about the nerve-wracking
confrontation between the West and USSR, highlighting such important global
figures as Eisenhower, Stalin, JFK, Nikita Khrushchev, Mao Zedung, Nixon,
Reagan, and other politicians of the period. He also includes never-before-heard
interviews with the men who built and dismantled the Wall; children who crossed
it; relatives and friends who lost loved ones trying to escape over it; military
policemen and soldiers who guarded the checkpoints; CIA, MI6, and Stasi
operatives who oversaw operations across its borders; politicians whose
ambitions shaped it; journalists who recorded its story; and many more whose
living memories contributed to the full story of Checkpoint Charlie.
The astonishing true story of the Berlin Tunnel, one of the West's greatest
espionage operations of the Cold War--and the dangerous Soviet mole who
betrayed it. Its code name was "Operation Gold," a wildly audacious CIA plan to
construct a clandestine tunnel into East Berlin to tap into critical KGB and Soviet
military telecommunication lines. The tunnel, crossing the border between the
American and Soviet sectors, would have to be 1,500 feet (the length of the
Empire State Building) with state-of-the-art equipment, built and operated literally
under the feet of their Cold War adversaries. Success would provide the CIA and
the British Secret Intelligence Service access to a vast treasure of intelligence.
Exposure might spark a dangerous confrontation with the Soviets. Yet as the
Allies were burrowing into the German soil, a traitor, code-named Agent Diamond
by his Soviet handlers, was burrowing into the operation itself. . . Betrayal in
Berlin is Steve Vogel's heart pounding account of the operation. He vividly
recreates post-war Berlin, a scarred, shadowy snake pit with thousands of spies
and innumerable cover stories. It is also the most vivid account of George Blake,
perhaps the most damaging mole of the Cold War. Drawing upon years of
archival research, secret documents, and rare interviews with Blake himself,
Vogel has crafted a true-life spy story as thrilling as the novels of John le Carré
and Len Deighton. Betrayal in Berlin includes 24 photos and two maps.
Even fifteen years after the end of the Cold War, it is still hard to grasp that we no
longer live under its immense specter. For nearly half a century, from the end of
World War II to the early 1990s, all world events hung in the balance of a
simmering dispute between two of the greatest military powers in history.
Hundreds of millions of people held their collective breath as the United States
and the Soviet Union, two national ideological entities, waged proxy wars to
determine spheres of influence–and millions of others perished in places like
Korea, Vietnam, and Angola, where this cold war flared hot. Such a consideration
of the Cold War–as a military event with sociopolitical and economic overtones–is
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the crux of this stellar collection of twenty-six essays compiled and edited by
Robert Cowley, the longtime editor of MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military
History. Befitting such a complex and far-ranging period, the volume’s
contributing writers cover myriad angles. John Prados, in “The War Scare of
1983,” shows just how close we were to escalating a war of words into a nuclear
holocaust. Victor Davis Hanson offers “The Right Man,” his pungent
reassessment of the bellicose air-power zealot Curtis LeMay as a man whose
words were judged more critically than his actions. The secret war also gets its
due in George Feiffer’s “The Berlin Tunnel,” which details the charismatic C.I.A.
operative “Big Bill” Harvey’s effort to tunnel under East Berlin and tap Soviet
phone lines–and the Soviets’ equally audacious reaction to the plan; while “The
Truth About Overflights,” by R. Cargill Hall, sheds light on some of the Cold
War’s best-kept secrets. The often overlooked human cost of fighting the Cold
War finds a clear voice in “MIA” by Marilyn Elkins, the widow of a Navy airman,
who details the struggle to learn the truth about her husband, Lt. Frank C. Elkins,
whose A-4 Skyhawk disappeared over Vietnam in 1966. In addition there are
profiles of the war’s “front lines”–Dien Bien Phu, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the
Bay of Pigs–as well as of prominent military and civil leaders from both sides,
including Harry S. Truman, Nikita Khrushchev, Dean Acheson, Gen. Douglas
MacArthur, Richard M. Nixon, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, and others. Encompassing
so many perspectives and events, The Cold War succeeds at an impossible task:
illuminating and explaining the history of an undeclared shadow war that
threatened the very existence of humankind.
From Roosevelt to Truman initially investigates Truman's foreign policy
background and then examines the legacy that FDR bequeathed to him.
This volume examines the origins and early years of the Cold War in the first comprehensive
historical reexamination of the period. A team of leading scholars shows how the conflict
evolved from the geopolitical, ideological, economic and sociopolitical environments of the two
world wars and interwar period.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The celebrated author of Double Cross and Rogue
Heroes returns with his greatest spy story yet, a thrilling Americans-era tale of Oleg
Gordievsky, the Russian whose secret work helped hasten the end of the Cold War. “The best
true spy story I have ever read.”—JOHN LE CARRÉ Named a Best Book of the Year by The
Economist • Shortlisted for the Bailie Giffords Prize in Nonfiction If anyone could be considered
a Russian counterpart to the infamous British double-agent Kim Philby, it was Oleg
Gordievsky. The son of two KGB agents and the product of the best Soviet institutions, the
savvy, sophisticated Gordievsky grew to see his nation's communism as both criminal and
philistine. He took his first posting for Russian intelligence in 1968 and eventually became the
Soviet Union's top man in London, but from 1973 on he was secretly working for MI6. For
nearly a decade, as the Cold War reached its twilight, Gordievsky helped the West turn the
tables on the KGB, exposing Russian spies and helping to foil countless intelligence plots, as
the Soviet leadership grew increasingly paranoid at the United States's nuclear first-strike
capabilities and brought the world closer to the brink of war. Desperate to keep the circle of
trust close, MI6 never revealed Gordievsky's name to its counterparts in the CIA, which in turn
grew obsessed with figuring out the identity of Britain's obviously top-level source. Their
obsession ultimately doomed Gordievsky: the CIA officer assigned to identify him was none
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other than Aldrich Ames, the man who would become infamous for secretly spying for the
Soviets. Unfolding the delicious three-way gamesmanship between America, Britain, and the
Soviet Union, and culminating in the gripping cinematic beat-by-beat of Gordievsky's nail-biting
escape from Moscow in 1985, Ben Macintyre's latest may be his best yet. Like the greatest
novels of John le Carré, it brings readers deep into a world of treachery and betrayal, where
the lines bleed between the personal and the professional, and one man's hatred of
communism had the power to change the future of nations.
From the espionage files, an American soldier is nearly recruited in a downtown bar to be a
spy and a First Sergeant is lured by sex to be an unknowing participant in spying. Behind-thelines images are historic and intriguing. See photographs of a French officer and a Soviet
officer relaxing in the East German woods in a temporary unofficial peace; 'James Bond' type
cars with their light tricks and their ability to leave their Stasi shadows 'wheel spinning' in the
snow will amaze readers. A Russian translator for the presidential hotline recounts a story
about having to lock his doors in the Pentagon, separating himself and his sergeant from the
Pentagon Generals when a message comes in from the Soviets. When he called the White
House to relay the message to the President and stood by for a possible reply to the Soviet
Chairman, he stopped working for the Generals and started working solely for the President.
"Here's a book that would've split the sides of Thucydides. Wiener's magical mystery tour of
Cold War museums is simultaneously hilarious and the best thing ever written on public history
and its contestation." --Mike Davis, author of City of Quartz "Jon Wiener, an astute observer of
how history is perceived by the general public, shows us how official efforts to shape popular
memory of the Cold War have failed. His journey across America to visit exhibits, monuments,
and other historical sites, demonstrates how quickly the Cold War has faded from popular
consciousness. A fascinating and entertaining book." --Eric Foner, author of Reconstruction:
America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 "In How We Forgot the Cold War, Jon Wiener
shows how conservatives tried--and failed--to commemorate the Cold War as a noble victory
over the global forces of tyranny, a 'good war' akin to World War II. Displaying splendid skills
as a reporter in addition to his discerning eye as a scholar, this historian's travelogue
convincingly shows how the right sought to extend its preferred policy of 'rollback' to the arena
of public memory. In a country where historical memory has become an obsession, Wiener's
ability to document the ambiguities and absences in these commemorations is an unusual
accomplishment." --Rick Perlstein, author of Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the
Fracturing of America "In this terrific piece of scholarly journalism, Jon Wiener imaginatively
combines scholarship on the Cold War, contemporary journalism, and his own observations of
various sites commemorating the era to describe both what they contain and, just as
importantly, what they do not. By interrogating the standard conservative brand of American
triumphalism, Wiener offers an interpretation of the Cold War that emphasizes just how
unnecessary the conflict was and how deleterious its aftereffects have really been."--Ellen
Schrecker, author of Many Are The Crimes: McCarthyism in America
The Cold War: A Very Short IntroductionOUP Oxford
Winner of the 2018 American Academy of Diplomacy Douglas Dillon Award Shortlisted for the
2018 Duff Cooper Prize in Literary Nonfiction “[A] brilliant book…by far the best study yet” (Paul
Kennedy, The Wall Street Journal) of the gripping history behind the Marshall Plan and its longlasting influence on our world. In the wake of World War II, with Britain’s empire collapsing and
Stalin’s on the rise, US officials under new Secretary of State George C. Marshall set out to
reconstruct western Europe as a bulwark against communist authoritarianism. Their massive,
costly, and ambitious undertaking would confront Europeans and Americans alike with a vision
at odds with their history and self-conceptions. In the process, they would drive the creation of
NATO, the European Union, and a Western identity that continue to shape world events. Benn
Steil’s “thoroughly researched and well-written account” (USA TODAY) tells the story behind
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the birth of the Cold War, told with verve, insight, and resonance for today. Focusing on the
critical years 1947 to 1949, Benn Steil’s gripping narrative takes us through the seminal
episodes marking the collapse of postwar US-Soviet relations—the Prague coup, the Berlin
blockade, and the division of Germany. In each case, Stalin’s determination to crush the
Marshall Plan and undermine American power in Europe is vividly portrayed. Bringing to bear
fascinating new material from American, Russian, German, and other European archives,
Steil’s account will forever change how we see the Marshall Plan. “Trenchant and timely…an
ambitious, deeply researched narrative that…provides a fresh perspective on the coming Cold
War” (The New York Times Book Review), The Marshall Plan is a polished and masterly work
of historical narrative. An instant classic of Cold War literature, it “is a gripping, complex, and
critically important story that is told with clarity and precision” (The Christian Science Monitor).
For half a century, the United States and the Soviet Union were in conflict. But how and where
did the Cold War begin? Jamil Hasanli answers these intriguing questions in At the Dawn of
the Cold War. He argues that the intergenerational crisis over Iranian Azerbaijan (1945–1946)
was the first event that brought the Soviet Union to a confrontation with the United States and
Britain after the period of cooperation between them during World War II. Based on top-secret
archive materials from Soviet and Azerbaijani archives as well as documents from American,
British, and Iranian sources, the book details Iranian Azerbaijan's independence movement,
which was backed by the USSR, the Soviet struggle for oil in Iran, and the American and
British reactions to these events. These events were the starting point of the longer historical
period of unarmed conflict between the Soviets and the West that is now known as the Cold
War. This book is a major contribution to our understanding of the Cold War and international
politics following WWII.
“A creative, carefully researched, and incisive analysis of U.S. strategy during the long
struggle against the Soviet Union.” —Stephen M. Walt, Foreign Policy “Craig and Logevall
remind us that American foreign policy is decided as much by domestic pressures as external
threats. America's Cold War is history at its provocative best.” —Mark Atwood Lawrence, author
of The Vietnam War The Cold War dominated world affairs during the half century following
World War II. America prevailed, but only after fifty years of grim international struggle, costly
wars in Korea and Vietnam, trillions of dollars in military spending, and decades of nuclear
showdowns. Was all of that necessary? In this new edition of their landmark history, Campbell
Craig and Fredrik Logevall include recent scholarship on the Cold War, the Reagan and Bush
administrations, and the collapse of the Soviet regime and expand their discussion of the
nuclear revolution and origins of the Vietnam War to advance their original argument: that
America’s response to a very real Soviet threat gave rise to a military and political system in
Washington that is addicted to insecurity and the endless pursuit of enemies to destroy.
America’s Cold War speaks vividly to debates about forever wars and threat inflation at the
center of American politics today.

"Outstanding . . . The most accessible distillation of that conflict yet written." —The
Boston Globe "Energetically written and lucid, it makes an ideal introduction to
the subject." —The New York Times The “dean of Cold War historians” (The New
York Times) now presents the definitive account of the global confrontation that
dominated the last half of the twentieth century. Drawing on newly opened
archives and the reminiscences of the major players, John Lewis Gaddis explains
not just what happened but why—from the months in 1945 when the U.S. and the
U.S.S.R. went from alliance to antagonism to the barely averted holocaust of the
Cuban Missile Crisis to the maneuvers of Nixon and Mao, Reagan and
Gorbachev. Brilliant, accessible, almost Shakespearean in its drama, The Cold
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War stands as a triumphant summation of the era that, more than any other,
shaped our own. Gaddis is also the author of On Grand Strategy.
A brilliant and revealing biography of the two most important Americans during
the Cold War era—written by the grandson of one of them Only two Americans
held positions of great influence throughout the Cold War; ironically, they were
the chief advocates for the opposing strategies for winning—and surviving—that
harrowing conflict. Both men came to power during World War II, reached their
professional peaks during the Cold War's most frightening moments, and fought
epic political battles that spanned decades. Yet despite their very different views,
Paul Nitze and George Kennan dined together, attended the weddings of each
other's children, and remained good friends all their lives. In this masterly double
biography, Nicholas Thompson brings Nitze and Kennan to vivid life. Nitze—the
hawk—was a consummate insider who believed that the best way to avoid a
nuclear clash was to prepare to win one. More than any other American, he was
responsible for the arms race. Kennan—the dove—was a diplomat turned
academic whose famous "X article" persuasively argued that we should contain
the Soviet Union while waiting for it to collapse from within. For forty years, he
exercised more influence on foreign affairs than any other private citizen. As he
weaves a fascinating narrative that follows these two rivals and friends from the
beginning of the Cold War to its end, Thompson accomplishes something
remarkable: he tells the story of our nation during the most dangerous half
century in history.
The book explores the reasons why the Second World War broke out in
September 1939 and not sooner, and why a European war expanded into world
war by 1941. The war has usually been seen simply as Hitler’s war and yet the
wider conflict that broke out when Germany invaded Poland was not the war that
Hitler wanted. He had hoped for a short war against Poland; instead, Britain and
France declared war on Germany. Richard Overy argues that any explanation of
the outbreak of hostilities must therefore be multi-national and he shows how the
war’s origins are to be found in the basic instability of the international system
that was brought about by the decline of the old empires of Britain and France
and the rise of ambitious new powers, Italy, Germany and Japan, keen to build
new empires of their own.
At the height of the Cold War, Soviet ideologues, policymakers, diplomats, and
military officers perceived the countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America as the
future reserve of socialism, holding the key to victory over Western forces. The
zero-sum nature of East-West global competition induced the United States to try
to thwart Soviet ambitions. The result was predictable: the two superpowers
engaged in proxy struggles against each other in faraway, little-understood lands,
often ending up entangled in protracted and highly destructive local fights that did
little to serve their own agendas. Using a wealth of recently declassified sources,
this book tells the complex story of Soviet involvement in the Horn of Africa, a
narrowly defined geographic entity torn by the rivalry of two large countries
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(Ethiopia and Somalia), from the beginning of the Cold War until the demise of
the Soviet Union. At different points in the twentieth century, this region—arguably
one of the poorest in the world—attracted broad international interest and large
quantities of advanced weaponry, making it a Cold War flashpoint. The external
actors ultimately failed to achieve what they wanted from the local conflicts—a
lesson relevant for U.S. policymakers today as they ponder whether to use force
abroad in the wake of the unhappy experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Examines the history of the Cold War, reflecting Soviet, East European, Chinese,
American, and West European viewpoints, and offering new insights and
solutions to long-standing puzzles
The conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War
has long been understood in a global context, but Jeremy Friedman's Shadow
Cold War delves deeper into the era to examine the competition between the
Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China for the leadership of the world
revolution. When a world of newly independent states emerged from
decolonization desperately poor and politically disorganized, Moscow and Beijing
turned their focus to attracting these new entities, setting the stage for SinoSoviet competition. Based on archival research from ten countries, including new
materials from Russia and China, many no longer accessible to researchers, this
book examines how China sought to mobilize Asia, Africa, and Latin America to
seize the revolutionary mantle from the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union adapted
to win it back, transforming the nature of socialist revolution in the process. This
groundbreaking book is the first to explore the significance of this second Cold
War that China and the Soviet Union fought in the shadow of the capitalistcommunist clash.
The rise and fall of the Roman Republic occupies a special place in the history of
Western civilization. From humble beginnings on the seven hills beside the Tiber,
the city of Rome grew to dominate the ancient Mediterranean. Led by her
senatorial aristocracy, Republican armies defeated Carthage and the successor
kingdoms of Alexander the Great, and brought the surrounding peoples to east
and west into the Roman sphere. Yet the triumph of the Republic was also its
tragedy. In this Very Short Introduction, David M. Gwynn provides a fascinating
introduction to the history of the Roman Republic and its literary and material
sources, bringing to life the culture and society of Republican Rome and its
ongoing significance within our modern world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
This collection explores the complex interrelationships between the SovietAmerican struggle for global preeminence and the rise of the Third World.
Featuring original essays by twelve leading scholars, it examines the influence of
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Third World actors on the course of the Cold War.
"An engrossing and impossibly wide-ranging project . . . In The Free World, every seat
is a good one." —Carlos Lozada, The Washington Post "The Free World sparkles. Fully
original, beautifully written . . . One hopes Menand has a sequel in mind. The bar is set
very high." —David Oshinsky, The New York Times Book Review | Editors' Choice
Named a most anticipated book of April by The New York Times | The Washington Post
| Oprah Daily In his follow-up to the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Metaphysical Club,
Louis Menand offers a new intellectual and cultural history of the postwar years The
Cold War was not just a contest of power. It was also about ideas, in the broadest
sense—economic and political, artistic and personal. In The Free World, the acclaimed
Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar and critic Louis Menand tells the story of American
culture in the pivotal years from the end of World War II to Vietnam and shows how
changing economic, technological, and social forces put their mark on creations of the
mind. How did elitism and an anti-totalitarian skepticism of passion and ideology give
way to a new sensibility defined by freewheeling experimentation and loving the
Beatles? How was the ideal of “freedom” applied to causes that ranged from anticommunism and civil rights to radical acts of self-creation via art and even crime? With
the wit and insight familiar to readers of The Metaphysical Club and his New Yorker
essays, Menand takes us inside Hannah Arendt’s Manhattan, the Paris of Jean-Paul
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir, Merce Cunningham and John Cage’s residencies at
North Carolina’s Black Mountain College, and the Memphis studio where Sam Phillips
and Elvis Presley created a new music for the American teenager. He examines the
post war vogue for French existentialism, structuralism and post-structuralism, the rise
of abstract expressionism and pop art, Allen Ginsberg’s friendship with Lionel Trilling,
James Baldwin’s transformation into a Civil Right spokesman, Susan Sontag’s
challenges to the New York Intellectuals, the defeat of obscenity laws, and the rise of
the New Hollywood. Stressing the rich flow of ideas across the Atlantic, he also shows
how Europeans played a vital role in promoting and influencing American art and
entertainment. By the end of the Vietnam era, the American government had lost the
moral prestige it enjoyed at the end of the Second World War, but America’s oncedespised culture had become respected and adored. With unprecedented verve and
range, this book explains how that happened.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER From the diplomat Putin wants to interrogate—and
has banned from Russia—a revelatory, inside account of U.S.-Russia relations from
1989 to the present “A fascinating and timely account of the current crisis in the
relationship between Russia and the United States.” —New York Times Book Review
Putin would need an enemy, and he turned to the most reliable one in Russia’s recent
history: the United States and then, by extension, me. In 2008, when Michael McFaul
was asked to leave his perch at Stanford and join an unlikely presidential campaign, he
had no idea that he would find himself at the beating heart of one of today’s most
contentious and consequential international relationships. As President Barack
Obama’s adviser on Russian affairs, McFaul helped craft the United States’ policy
known as “reset” that fostered new and unprecedented collaboration between the two
countries. And then, as U.S. ambassador to Russia from 2012 to 2014, he had a frontrow seat when this fleeting, hopeful moment crumbled with Vladimir Putin’s return to
the presidency. This riveting inside account combines history and memoir to tell the full
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story of U.S.-Russia relations from the fall of the Soviet Union to the new rise of the
hostile, paranoid Russian president. From the first days of McFaul’s ambassadorship,
the Kremlin actively sought to discredit and undermine him, hassling him with tactics
that included dispatching protesters to his front gates, slandering him on state media,
and tightly surveilling him, his staff, and his family. From Cold War to Hot Peace is an
essential account of the most consequential global confrontation of our time.
One of the most significant industrial states in the country, with a powerful radical
tradition, Pennsylvania was, by the early 1950s, the scene of some of the fiercest antiCommunist activism in the United States. Philip Jenkins examines the political and
social impact of the Cold War across the state, tracing the Red Scare's reverberations
in party politics, the labor movement, ethnic organizations, schools and universities,
and religious organizations. Among Jenkins's most provocative findings is the
revelation that, although their absolute numbers were not large, Communists were very
well positioned in crucial Pennsylvania regions and constituencies, particularly in labor
unions, the educational system, and major ethnic organizations. Instead of focusing on
Pennsylvania's right-wing politicians (the sort represented nationally by Senator Joseph
McCarthy), Jenkins emphasizes the anti-Communist activities of liberal politicians, labor
leaders, and ethnic community figures who were terrified of Communist encroachments
on their respective power bases. He also stresses the deep roots of the state's militant
anti-Communism, which can be traced back at least into the 1930s.
A quarter century after its end, the Vietnam War still divides Americans. Some, mostly
on the left, claim that Indochina was of no strategic value to the United States and was
not worth an American war. Others, mostly on the right, argue that timid civilian leaders
and defeatists within the media fatally undermined the war effort. These "lessons of
Vietnam" have become ingrained in the American consciousness, at the expense of an
accurate understanding of the war itself. In this groundbreaking reinterpretation of
America's most disastrous and controversial war, Michael Lind demolishes the stale
orthodoxies of the left and the right and puts the Vietnam War in its proper context -- as
part of the global conflict between the Soviet Union and the United States. The Cold
War, he argues, was actually the third world war of the twentieth century, and the proxy
wars in Korea, Vietnam, and Afghanistan were its major campaigns. Unwilling to
engage each other in the heart of Europe, the superpowers played out their contest on
the Asian front, while the rest of the world watched to see which side would retreat. As
Lind shows, the Soviet Union and Communist China recognized the importance of
Vietnam in this struggle and actively supported the North Vietnamese regime from its
earliest days, a fact that was not lost on the strategic planners within the Kennedy,
Johnson, and Nixon administrations. Lind offers a provocative reassessment of why the
United States failed in Vietnam despite the high stakes. The ultimate responsibility for
defeat lies not with the civilian policy elite nor with the press but with the military
establishment, which failed to adapt to the demands of what before 1968 had been
largely a guerrilla war. The high costs of the military's misguided approach in American
and Vietnamese lives sapped the support of the American people for the U.S.
commitment to Indochina. Even worse, the costs of the war undermined American
public support for the Cold War on all fronts. Lind masterfully lays bare the deep cultural
divisions within the United States that made the Cold War consensus so fragile and
shows why it broke apart so easily. The consequence of U.S. military failure was thus
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the forfeiture of Indochina, a resurgence of American isolationism, and a wave of Soviet
imperial expansion checked only by the Second Cold War of the 1980s. The New York
Times has written of Michael Lind that he "defies the usual political categories of left
and right, liberal and conservative." And in an era when the United States so often finds
itself embroiled in prolonged and difficult conflicts -- in Kosovo, Bosnia, and Iraq -- Lind
offers a sobering cautionary tale to Americans of all political viewpoints.
The World the Cold War Made examines the Cold War and its lasting legacy by
carefully exploring the creation and structure of the postwar settlement; its successes,
failures and adaptations; and the eventual coming apart of the post war order in the
1980s and early 1990s. James Cronin shows how this legacy has allowed some
nations and industries to grow but has blocked others' paths to economic development.
States whose very identities are threatened and whose positions within the larger
community are in flux struggle to find a path to prosperity, while a competitive logic
sharply limits the options available to them. At the same time, Cronin states, the end of
the Cold War has removed powerful external constraints on the political choices of
nations, allowing previously disenfranchised peoples the freedom to chart distinctive
paths into the next century that are more responsive to their own histories.--Publisher
description.
Goes beyond the headlines of the Marshall Plan, the Berlin Airlift, Korea, and Vietnam
to take an in-depth look at the situation of the United States before, during, and after
the Cold War
A book to challenge the status quo, spark a debate, and get people talking about the
issues and questions we face as a country!
The massive disorder and economic ruin following the Second World War inevitably
predetermined the scope and intensity of the Cold War. But why did it last so long? And
what impact did it have on the United States, the Soviet Union, Europe, and the Third
World? Finally, how did it affect the broader history of the second half of the twentieth
century - what were the human and financial costs? This Very Short Introduction
provides a clear and stimulating interpretive overview of the Cold War, one that will both
invite debate and encourage deeper investigation. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union lasted from the end of World
War II until the end of the 1980s. Over the course of five decades, they never came to blows
directly. Rather, these two world superpowers competed in other arenas that would touch
almost every corner of the globe. Inside you will read about... ? What Was the Cold War? ?
The Origins of the Cold War ? World War II and the Beginning of the Cold War ? The Cold War
in the 1950s ? The Cold War in the 1960s ? The Cold War in the 1970s ? The Cold War in the
1980s and the End of the Cold War Both interfered in the affairs of other countries to win allies
for their opposing ideologies. In the process, governments were destabilized, ideas silenced,
revolutions broke out, and culture was controlled. This overview of the Cold War provides the
story of how these two countries came to oppose one another, and the impact it had on them
and others around the world.
This study reveals the hidden story of the secret book distribution program to Eastern Europe
financed by the CIA during the Cold War. At its height between 1957 and 1970, the book
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program was one of the least known but most effective methods of penetrating the Iron
Curtain, reaching thousands of intellectuals and professionals in the Soviet Bloc. Reisch
conducted thorough research on the key personalities involved in the book program, especially
the two key figures: S. S. Walker, who initiated the idea of a ?mailing project,? and G. C.
Minden, who developed it into one of the most effective political and psychological tools of the
Cold War. The book includes excellent chapters on the vagaries of censorship and interception
of books by communist authorities based on personal letters and accounts from recipients of
Western material. It will stand as a testimony in honor of the handful of imaginative,
determined, and hard-working individuals who helped to free half of Europe from mental
bondage and planted many of the seeds that germinated when communism collapsed and the
Soviet bloc disintegrated.
This text presents the secrets of how British intelligence officers working undercover as liaison
officers in East Germany stole advanced Soviet equipment and penetrated top-secret training
areas. For 40 years the men from all three armed services, the SAS and the Foreign Office
conducted an intelligence war against the massive Soviet military strength.
The Cold War shaped the world we live in today - its politics, economics, and military affairs.
This book shows how the globalization of the Cold War during the last century created the
foundations for most of the key conflicts we see today, including the War on Terror. It focuses
on how the Third World policies of the two twentieth-century superpowers - the United States
and the Soviet Union - gave rise to resentments and resistance that in the end helped topple
one superpower and still seriously challenge the other. Ranging from China to Indonesia, Iran,
Ethiopia, Angola, Cuba, and Nicaragua, it provides a truly global perspective on the Cold War.
And by exploring both the development of interventionist ideologies and the revolutionary
movements that confronted interventions, the book links the past with the present in ways that
no other major work on the Cold War era has succeeded in doing.
The definitive history of the Cold War and its impact around the world We tend to think of the
Cold War as a bounded conflict: a clash of two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet
Union, born out of the ashes of World War II and coming to a dramatic end with the collapse of
the Soviet Union. But in this major new work, Bancroft Prize-winning scholar Odd Arne Westad
argues that the Cold War must be understood as a global ideological confrontation, with early
roots in the Industrial Revolution and ongoing repercussions around the world. In The Cold
War, Westad offers a new perspective on a century when great power rivalry and ideological
battle transformed every corner of our globe. From Soweto to Hollywood, Hanoi, and Hamburg,
young men and women felt they were fighting for the future of the world. The Cold War may
have begun on the perimeters of Europe, but it had its deepest reverberations in Asia, Africa,
and the Middle East, where nearly every community had to choose sides. And these choices
continue to define economies and regimes across the world. Today, many regions are plagued
with environmental threats, social divides, and ethnic conflicts that stem from this era. Its
ideologies influence China, Russia, and the United States; Iraq and Afghanistan have been
destroyed by the faith in purely military solutions that emerged from the Cold War. Stunning in
its breadth and revelatory in its perspective, this book expands our understanding of the Cold
War both geographically and chronologically, and offers an engaging new history of how
today's world was created.
On 26 December, 1991, the hammer-and-sickle flag was lowered over the Kremlin for the last
time. Yet, just six years earlier, when Mikhail Gorbachev became general secretary of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and chose Eduard Shevardnadze as his foreign minister,
the Cold War seemed like a permanent fixture in world politics. Until its denouement, no
Western or Soviet politician foresaw that the standoff between the two superpowers -- after
decades of struggle over every aspect of security, politics, economics, and ideas -- would end
within the lifetime of the current generation. Nor was it at all obvious that that the Soviet
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political leadership would undertake a huge internal reform of the USSR, or that the threat of a
nuclear Armageddon could or would be peacefully wound down. Drawing on pioneering
archival research, Robert Service's gripping investigation of the final years of the Cold War
pinpoints the extraordinary relationships between Ronald Reagan, Gorbachev, George Shultz,
and Shevardnadze, who found ways to cooperate during times of exceptional change around
the world. A story of American pressure and Soviet long-term decline and overstretch, The End
of the Cold War: 1985-1991 shows how a small but skillful group of statesmen grew
determined to end the Cold War on their watch and transformed the global political landscape
irreversibly.
Towards the end of the Cold War, the last great struggle between the United States and the
Soviet Union marked the end of détente, and escalated into the most dangerous phase of the
conflict since the Cuban Missile Crisis. Aaron Donaghy examines the complex history of
America's largest peacetime military buildup, which was in turn challenged by the largest
peacetime peace movement. Focusing on the critical period between 1977 and 1985, Donaghy
shows how domestic politics shaped dramatic foreign policy reversals by Presidents Jimmy
Carter and Ronald Reagan. He explains why the Cold War intensified so quickly and how contrary to all expectations - US-Soviet relations were repaired. Drawing on recently
declassified archival material, The Second Cold War traces how each administration evolved in
response to crises and events at home and abroad. This compelling and controversial account
challenges the accepted notion of how the end of the Cold War began.
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