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The Columbia History Of Jews And Judaism In America
Chronicles the history of the Jewish synagogue in America over the course of three centuries, discussing its changing role in the American
Jewish community.
Rabbi Moses Hagiz, one of the most prominent and influential Jewish leaders of seventeenth-century Amsterdam, devoted his career to
restoring rabbinic authority. His most prominent talent was as a polemicist, and he campaigned ceaselessly against Jewish heresy in an
attempt to unify the rabbinate. During Hagiz's lifetime there was an overall decline in rabbinic authority, which the author argues was the
result of migration and assimilation.
The Columbia History of Jews and Judaism in AmericaColumbia University Press
First published in 1996, James Shapiro's pathbreaking analysis of the portrayal of Jews in Elizabethan England challenged readers to
recognize the significance of Jewish questions in Shakespeare's day. From accounts of Christians masquerading as Jews to fantasies of
settling foreign Jews in Ireland, Shapiro's work delves deeply into the cultural insecurities of Elizabethans while illuminating Shakespeare's
portrayal of Shylock in The Merchant of Venice. In a new preface, Shapiro reflects upon what he has learned about intolerance since the first
publication of Shakespeare and the Jews.
"Drawing on individual biographies (including those of colonial officials accused of secretly practicing Judaism), family histories, Inquisition
records, letters, and other primary sources, Hordes provides a detailed account of the economic, social, and religious lives of crypto-Jews
during the colonial period and after the annexation of New Mexico by the United States in 1846."--BOOK JACKET.
In this magnificently illustrated cultural history—the tie-in to the pbs and bbc series The Story of the Jews—simon schama details the story of
the jewish people, tracing their experience across three millennia, from their beginnings as an ancient tribal people to the opening of the new
world in 1492 It is a story like no other: an epic of endurance in the face of destruction, of creativity in the face of oppression, joy amidst grief,
the affirmation of life despite the steepest of odds. It spans the millennia and the continents—from India to Andalusia and from the bazaars of
Cairo to the streets of Oxford. It takes you to unimagined places: to a Jewish kingdom in the mountains of southern Arabia; a Syrian
synagogue glowing with radiant wall paintings; the palm groves of the Jewish dead in the Roman catacombs. And its voices ring loud and
clear, from the severities and ecstasies of the Bible writers to the love poems of wine bibbers in a garden in Muslim Spain. In The Story of the
Jews, the Talmud burns in the streets of Paris, massed gibbets hang over the streets of medieval London, a Majorcan illuminator redraws the
world; candles are lit, chants are sung, mules are packed, ships loaded with gems and spices founder at sea. And a great story unfolds.
Not—as often imagined—of a culture apart, but of a Jewish world immersed in and imprinted by the peoples among whom they have dwelled,
from the Egyptians to the Greeks, from the Arabs to the Christians. Which makes the story of the Jews everyone's story, too.
A brilliant, challenging revisionist history of the Jewish experience in America by Arthur Hertzberg, political leader, rabbi, social historian, and
one of America'a most eminent Jewish thinkers.

In the United States, Jews have bridged minority and majority cultures - their history illustrates the diversity of the
American experience.
Jews and the American Religious Landscape explores major complementary facets of American Judaism and Jewish life
through a comprehensive analysis of contemporary demographic and sociological data. Focusing on the most important
aspects of social development—geographic location, socioeconomic stratification, family dynamics, group identification,
and political orientation—the volume adds empirical value to questions concerning the strengths of Jews as a religious
and cultural group in America and the strategies they have developed to integrate successfully into a Christian society.
With advanced analyses of data gathered by the Pew Research Center, Jews and the American Religious Landscape
shows that Jews, like other religious and ethnic minorities, strongly identify with their religion and culture. Yet their
particular religiosity, along with such factors as population dispersion, professional networks, and education, have
created different outcomes in various contexts. Living under the influence of a Christian majority and a liberal political
system has also cultivated a distinct ethos of solidarity and egalitarianism, enabling Judaism to absorb new patterns in
ways that mirror its integration into American life. Rich in information thoughtfully construed, this book presents a
remarkable portrait of what it means to be an American Jew today.
This is an accessible and up-to-date account of the Jews during the millennium following Alexander the Great's conquest
of the East. Unusually, it acknowledges the problems involved in constructing a narrative from fragmentary yet complex
evidence and is, implicitly, an exploration of how this might be accomplished. Moreover, unlike most other introductions
to the subject, it concentrates primarily on the people rather than issues of theology and adopts a resolutely
unsentimental approach to the subject. Professor Schwartz particularly demonstrates the importance of studying Jewish
history, texts and artefacts to the broader community of ancient historians because of what they can contribute to wider
themes such as Roman imperialism. The book serves as an excellent introduction for students and scholars of Jewish
history and of ancient history.
This book explores the puzzling phenomenon of new veiling practices among lower middle class women in Cairo, Egypt.
Although these women are part of a modernizing middle class, they also voluntarily adopt a traditional symbol of female
subordination. How can this paradox be explained? An explanation emerges which reconceptualizes what appears to be
reactionary behavior as a new style of political struggle--as accommodating protest. These women, most of them clerical
workers in the large government bureaucracy, are ambivalent about working outside the home, considering it a change
which brings new burdens as well as some important benefits. At the same time they realize that leaving home and family
is creating an intolerable situation of the erosion of their social status and the loss of their traditional identity. The new
veiling expresses women's protest against this. MacLeod argues that the symbolism of the new veiling emerges from this
tense subcultural dilemma, involving elements of both resistance and acquiescence.
Recounts how Jewish organizations for fighting antisemitism became leaders against all prejudice
Designed to accompany the 18-volume reference work, this index contains the names, events and dates that appear in
the last 9 volumes of the set. It includes a chronological table of principal events and personalities.
Discusses the troubling and possibly irreconcilable split between Jewish memory and Jewish historiography
Finalist for the National Jewish Book Award “Dauber deftly surveys the whole recorded history of Jewish humour.”
—Economist In a major work of scholarship that explores the funny side of some very serious business (and vice versa),
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Jeremy Dauber examines the origins of Jewish comedy and its development from biblical times to the age of Twitter.
Organizing Jewish comedy into “seven strands”—including the satirical, the witty, and the vulgar—he traces the ways
Jewish comedy has mirrored, and sometimes even shaped, the course of Jewish history. Dauber also explores the
classic works of such masters of Jewish comedy as Sholem Aleichem, Isaac Babel, Franz Kafka, the Marx Brothers,
Woody Allen, Joan Rivers, Philip Roth, Mel Brooks, Sarah Silverman, Jon Stewart, and Larry David, among many others.
Honorable Mention, 2019 Saul Viener Book Prize, given by the American Jewish Historical Society A vivid history of the
American Jewish merchants who concentrated in the nation’s most important economic sector In the nineteenth century,
Jewish merchants created a thriving niche economy in the United States’ most important industry—cotton—positioning
themselves at the forefront of expansion during the Reconstruction Era. Jewish success in the cotton industry was
transformative for both Jewish communities and their development, and for the broader economic restructuring of the
South. Cotton Capitalists analyzes this niche economy and reveals its origins. Michael R. Cohen argues that Jewish
merchants’ status as a minority fueled their success by fostering ethnic networks of trust. Trust in the nineteenth century
was the cornerstone of economic transactions, and this trust was largely fostered by ethnicity. Much as money flowed
along ethnic lines between Anglo-American banks, Jewish merchants in the Gulf South used their own ethnic ties with
other Jewish-owned firms in New York, as well as Jewish investors across the globe, to capitalize their businesses. They
relied on these family connections to direct Northern credit and goods to the war-torn South, avoiding the constraints of
the anti-Jewish prejudices which had previously denied them access to credit, allowing them to survive economic
downturns. These American Jewish merchants reveal that ethnicity matters in the development of global capitalism.
Ethnic minorities are and have frequently been at the forefront of entrepreneurship, finding innovative ways to expand
narrow sectors of the economy. While this was certainly the case for Jews, it has also been true for other immigrant
groups more broadly. The story of Jews in the American cotton trade is far more than the story of American Jewish
success and integration—it is the story of the role of ethnicity in the development of global capitalism.
Why do smokers claim that the first cigarette of the day is the best? What is the biological basis behind some heavy
drinkers' belief that the "hair-of-the-dog" method alleviates the effects of a hangover? Why does marijuana seem to affect
ones problem-solving capacity? Intoxicating Minds is, in the author's words, "a grand excavation of drug myth." Neither
extolling nor condemning drug use, it is a story of scientific and artistic achievement, war and greed, empires and
religions, and lessons for the future. Ciaran Regan looks at each class of drugs, describing the historical evolution of their
use, explaining how they work within the brain's neurophysiology, and outlining the basic pharmacology of those
substances. From a consideration of the effect of stimulants, such as caffeine and nicotine, and the reasons and
consequences of their sudden popularity in the seventeenth century, the book moves to a discussion of more modern
stimulants, such as cocaine and ecstasy. In addition, Regan explains how we process memory, the nature of thought
disorders, and therapies for treating depression and schizophrenia. Regan then considers psychedelic drugs and their
perceived mystical properties and traces the history of placebos to ancient civilizations. Finally, Intoxicating Minds
considers the physical consequences of our co-evolution with drugs -- how they have altered our very being -- and offers
a glimpse of the brave new world of drug therapies.
Living continuously in Iran for over 2700 years, Jews have played an integral role in the history of the country. Frequently
understood as a passive minority group, and often marginalized by the Zoroastrian and succeeding Muslim hegemony,,
the Jews of Iran are instead portrayed in this book as having had an active role in the development of Iranian history,
society, and culture. Examining ancient texts, objects, and art from a wide range of times and places throughout Iranian
history, as well as the medieval trade routes along which these would have travelled, The Jews of Iran offers in-depth
analysis of the material and visual culture of this community. Additionally, an exploration of modern novels and accounts
of Jewish-Iranian women's experiences sheds light on the social history and transformations of the Jews of Iran from the
rule of Cyrus the Great (c. 600-530 BCE) to the Iranian Revolution of 1978/9 and onto the present day. By using the
examples of women writers such as Gina Barkhordar Nahai and Dalia Sofer, the implications of fictional representation of
the history of the Jews of Iran and the vital importance of communal memory and tradition to this community are drawn
out. By examining the representation of identity construction through lenses of religion, gender, and ethnicity, the analysis
of these writers' work highlights how the writers undermine the popular imagining and imaging of the Jewish 'other' in an
attempt to create a new narrative integrating the Jews of Iran into the idea of what it means to be Iranian. This long view
of the Jewish cultural influence on Iran's social, economic, political, and cultural development makes this book a unique
contribution to the field of Judeo-Iranian studies and to the study of Iranian history more broadly.
Filling an important gap in the literature, this volume documents the variety and diversity of Jewish life in the Middle East
and North Africa over the last two hundred years. It explains the changes that affected the communities under Islamic
rule during its "golden age" and describes the processes of modernization that enabled the Jews of the Middle East and
North Africa to play a pivotal role in their respective countries in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
A junior high school textbook covering the history of Jews in America.
Solomon Schechter (1847--1915), the charismatic leader of New York's Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS), came to
America in 1902 intent on revitalizing traditional Judaism. While he advocated a return to traditional practices, Schechter
articulated no clear position on divisive issues, instead preferring to focus on similarities that could unite American Jewry
under a broad message. Michael R. Cohen demonstrates how Schechter, unable to implement his vision on his own,
turned to his disciples, rabbinical students and alumni of JTS, to shape his movement. By midcentury, Conservative
Judaism had become the largest American Jewish grouping in the United States, guided by Schechter's disciples and
their continuing efforts to embrace diversity while eschewing divisive debates. Yet Conservative Judaism's fluid
boundaries also proved problematic for the movement, frustrating many rabbis who wanted a single platform to define
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their beliefs. Cohen demonstrates how a legacy of tension between diversity and boundaries now lies at the heart of
Conservative Judaism's modern struggle for relevance. His analysis explicates four key claims: that Conservative
Judaism's clergy, not its laity or Seminary, created and shaped the movement; that diversity was -- and still is -- a crucial
component of the success and failure of new American religions; that the Conservative movement's contemporary
struggle for self-definition is tied to its origins; and that the porous boundaries between Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform Judaism reflect the complexity of the American Jewish landscape -- a fact that Schechter and his disciples keenly
understood. Rectifying misconceptions in previous accounts of Conservative Judaism's emergence, Cohen's study
enables a fresh encounter with a unique religious phenomenon.
The history of the Jews of Spain is a remarkable story that begins in the remote past and continues today. For more than a thousand years,
Sepharad (the Hebrew word for Spain) was home to a large Jewish community noted for its richness and virtuosity. Summarily expelled in
1492 and forced into exile, their tragedy of expulsion marked the end of one critical phase of their history and the beginning of another.
Indeed, in defiance of all logic and expectation, the expulsion of the Jews from Spain became an occasion for renewed creativity. Nor have
five hundred years of wandering extinguished the identity of the Sephardic Jews, or diminished the proud memory of the dazzling civilization
which they created on Spanish soil.This book is intended to serve as an introduction and scholarly guide to that history.
Magdalena Ruta explores the virtually unknown area of Yiddish literature created in Poland after World War II. She unravels before general
readers and future researchers numerous texts and analyses them in a lucid and captivating manner. The book should appeal to readers
from various disciplines as well as to a non-scholarly audience as it touches upon difficult and complex problems that only recently have
become the subject of thorough research and that are still perceived as controversial, such as Polish-Jewish relations after the war, or the
fascination of a substantial number of Polish Jewish intellectuals with communism. It is worth stressing that the author deals with this
sensitive topic competently and objectively. Prof. Monika Adamczyk-Garbowska
A surprising number of Jews lived, literally and figuratively, 'beyond the Pale' of Jewish Settlement in tsarist Russia during the half-century
before the Revolution of 1917. This text reinterprets the history of the Russian-Jewish encounter, using long-closed Russian archives and
other sources.
Publisher Description
This book is about the beliefs, doctrines, history, institutions, and leaders of the Jewish religious community. It is based on historical evidence
as well as interviews and direct observation of about 100 synagogues in the country and presents a full portrait of a religious tradition that
comprises only two percent of America's population but has a large influence on American culture.
There is a missing page in Jewish history. We tend to assume that Jewish history is to be found in the Middle East, Europe, North Africa, and
the Americas -- but not in the Far East. This book has discovered that missing page, revealing the amazing stories of Jews who both
benefited from and contributed to the Far East. You will read about the "uncrowned Jewish king of China", the indefatigable World War II
refugees in Kobe, and the baseball player who became an American spy in Japan, as well as the Jew who served as Singapore's first prime
minister, the amusing comedy of errors surrounding the Chinese Jews of Kaifeng, and the extraordinary tale of the sixteenth-century
Marranophysician in India. Jewish contributors to Eastern music and the Jewish members of Mao Zedongs circle also have their stories told.
Consummate storyteller Marvin Tokayer, Lifetime Honorary Rabbi of Japans Jewish community, draws on a lifetime of personal experiences
and a wealth of knowledge as he, in concert with writer and television producer Dr Ellen Rodman, weaves together the characters and history
of the Jews of the Far East into this fascinating book.
"Drawing on individual biographies (including those of colonial officials accused of secretly practicing Judaism), family histories, Inquisition
records, letters, and other primary sources, Hordes provides a detailed account of the economic, social, and religious lives of crypto-Jews
during the colonial period and after the annexation of New Mexico by the United States in 1846"--Jacket.

A Portion of the People is an important addition to southern arts and letters."--BOOK JACKET.
In original and insightful ways, Caribbean writers have turned to Jewish experiences of exodus and reinvention, from the
Sephardim expelled from Iberia in the 1490s to the "Calypso Jews" who fled Europe for Trinidad in the 1930s. Examining these
historical migrations through the lens of postwar Caribbean fiction and poetry, Sarah Phillips Casteel presents the first major study
of representations of Jewishness in Caribbean literature. Bridging the gap between postcolonial and Jewish studies, Calypso Jews
enriches cross-cultural investigations of Caribbean creolization. Caribbean writers invoke both the 1492 expulsion and the
Holocaust as part of their literary archaeology of slavery and its legacies. Despite the unequal and sometimes fraught relations
between Blacks and Jews in the Caribbean before and after emancipation, Black-Jewish literary encounters reflect sympathy and
identification more than antagonism and competition. Providing an alternative to U.S.-based critical narratives of Black-Jewish
relations, Casteel reads Derek Walcott, Maryse Condé, Michelle Cliff, Jamaica Kincaid, Caryl Phillips, David Dabydeen, and Paul
Gilroy, among others, to reveal a distinctive interdiasporic literature.
"An excellent Afikoman gift for the teen or young adult at the seder... Diner...writes in a clear style that pulls together that diverse
entity known as the American Jewish community."--The Chicago Jewish Star An engaging chronicle of Jewish life in the United
States, A New Promised Land reconstructs the multifaceted background and very American adaptations of this religious group,
from the arrival of twenty-three Jews in the New World in 1654, through the development of the Orthodox, conservative, and
Reform movements, to the ordination of Sally Priesand as the first woman rabbi in the United States. Hasia Diner supplies
fascinating details about Jewish religious traditions, holidays, and sacred texts. In addition, she relates the history of the Jewish
religious, political, and intellectual institutions in the United States, and addresses some of the biggest issues facing Jewish
Americans today, including their increasingly complex relationship with Israel.
This unique book combines a brief, comprehensive history of women in the American newspaper business over the last one
hundred years with a sharp assessment of their present status. Kay Mills describes how today's women journalists have reached
their present positions and argues that the increased presence of women reporters is having an important impact on the kind of
news that appears in daily papers.
The first comprehensive history of how Jews became citizens in the modern world For all their unquestionable importance, the
Holocaust and the founding of the State of Israel now loom so large in modern Jewish history that we have mostly lost sight of the
fact that they are only part of—and indeed reactions to—the central event of that history: emancipation. In this book, David Sorkin
seeks to reorient Jewish history by offering the first comprehensive account in any language of the process by which Jews became
citizens with civil and political rights in the modern world. Ranging from the mid-sixteenth century to the beginning of the twentyfirst, Jewish Emancipation tells the ongoing story of how Jews have gained, kept, lost, and recovered rights in Europe, North
Africa, the Middle East, the United States, and Israel. Emancipation, Sorkin shows, was not a one-time or linear event that began
Page 3/4

Online Library The Columbia History Of Jews And Judaism In America
with the Enlightenment or French Revolution and culminated with Jews' acquisition of rights in Central Europe in 1867–71 or
Russia in 1917. Rather, emancipation was and is a complex, multidirectional, and ambiguous process characterized by deflections
and reversals, defeats and successes, triumphs and tragedies. For example, American Jews mobilized twice for emancipation: in
the nineteenth century for political rights, and in the twentieth for lost civil rights. Similarly, Israel itself has struggled from the start
to institute equality among its heterogeneous citizens. By telling the story of this foundational but neglected event, Jewish
Emancipation reveals the lost contours of Jewish history over the past half millennium.
This collection focuses on a variety of important themes in the American Jewish and Judaic experience. It opens with essays on
early Jewish settlers (1654-1820), the expansion of Jewish life in America (1820-1901), the great wave of eastern European
Jewish immigrants (1880-1924), the character of American Judaism between the two world wars, American Jewish life from the
end of World War II to the Six-Day War, and the growth of Jews' influence and affluence. The second half of the volume includes
essays on Orthodox Jews, the history of Jewish education in America, the rise of Jewish social clubs at the turn of the century, the
history of southern and western Jewry, Jewish responses to Nazism and the Holocaust, feminism's confrontation with Judaism,
and the eternal question of what defines American Jewish culture. Original and elegantly crafted, The Columbia History of Jews
and Judaism in America not only introduces the student to a thrilling history, but also provides the scholar with new perspectives
and insights.
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