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The Reader's Guide to the History of Science looks at the literature of science in some 550 entries on individuals
(Einstein), institutions and disciplines (Mathematics), general themes (Romantic Science) and central concepts
(Paradigm and Fact). The history of science is construed widely to include the history of medicine and technology as is
reflected in the range of disciplines from which the international team of 200 contributors are drawn.
NASA research of Earth-Moon mechanics by astrophysicist Robert Newton leads mathematicians of MSU to a
breakthrough in the chronology of civilization. Astronomy Vs. History dissects every historical age and analyses the data
from every source imaginable ??" Greek and Egyptian chronology take a good beating, and it goes rapidly downhill from
there. Almagest that is supposed to have been written in the 2nd century A.D. by Ptolemy dates to 16th century; Tycho
Brahe, Ptolemy and Copernicus take the blame for taking part in creation of the legend of a mythical Classical Age that
never was and misdating medieval events as very ancient ones. In Astronomy Vs. History we are reminded of the crucial
role of eclipses in verifying the dating of major historical events, of stone Zodiacs containing the true dates of such
events. Our perception of history begins to change dramatically even before we're through with Astronomy Vs. History.
This Encyclopedia traces the history of the oldest science from the ancient world to the space age in over 300 entries by
leading experts.
With just 400 pages, this title provides readers with the results of recent research from some of the world's leading
historians of astronomy on aspects of Arabic, Australian, Chinese, Japanese, and North and South American astronomy
and astrophysics. Of particular note are the sections on Arabic astronomy, Asian applied astronomy and the history of
Australian radio astronomy, and the chapter on Peruvian astronomy. This title is of particular appeal to those with
research interests in applied historical astronomy; archaeoastronomy; calendars, manuscripts, and star charts; historical
instruments and observatories, and the history of radio astronomy.
Modern research has demonstrated that many stars are surrounded by planets—some of which might contain the right
conditions to harbor life. This has only reinforced a question that has been tormenting scientists, philosophers and priests
since Antiquity: Are there other inhabited worlds beyond our own? This book analyzes the many ways that humans have
argued for and depicted extraterrestrial life over the centuries. The first known texts about the subject date from as early
as the 6th century BC. Since that time, countless well-known historical characters like Lucretius, Aristotle, Thomas
Aquinas, Cusanus, Bruno, Kepler, Descartes, and Huygens contributed to the debate; here, their lesser known opinions
on the subject are studied in detail. It is often difficult for the modern mind to follow the thinking of our ancestors, which
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can only be understood when placed in the relevant context. The book thus extends its scope to the evolution of ideas
about cosmology in general, as well as the culture in which these great thinkers wrote. The research is presented with
the author's insights and humor, making this an easy and enjoyable read.
A book that offers a whole new range of view points on astrology, astronomy and the cultural history of mankind. The
author first describes the origin of the zodiacal images according to Rudolf Steiner's statements. Then he discusses why
these images do not correspond either with the signs of the zodiac in traditional astrology or with the physically visible
constellations of the stars, and what role the astronomy of the ancient Greeks plays in this. Another topic is the varying
duration of the ages and what questions this raises for modern astronomy. Finally, using the example of European
cultural development over the last thousand years, it is shown that each age is divided into twelve smaller cultural
periods, which in their characteristics correspond exactly to the series of the forces of the zodiac.
How human communities interpret what they perceive in the sky is vital in fulfilling humankind’s most basic need to
comprehend the universe it inhabits, both from a modern scientific perspective and from countless other cultural
standpoints, extending right back to early prehistory. Archaeoastronomy, which is concerned with cultural perceptions
and understandings of astronomical phenomena, is a rich cross-disciplinary field. The central aim of “Handbook of
Archaeoastronomy” is to provide a reliable source for theory, method, interpretation and best practices that will give a
definitive picture of the state of the art research in this field for serious scholars regardless of the discipline(s) in which
they are qualified. It will be equally suitable for those already contributing to the field and those interested in entering it.
Also included are studies in ethnoastronomy, which is concerned with contemporary practices related to astronomy,
particularly among modern indigenous societies. A major part of this MRW is comprised of a set of wide-ranging
archaeoastronomical case studies both geographically and through time, stretching right back to Palaeolithic days, and
also in terms of the types of human society and nature of their astronomical ideas and practices. However, these are
chosen in order to best illuminate broader issues and themes, rather than to attempt, for example, to provide systematic
coverage of recent ‘discoveries.’ Thematic articles cover general themes such as cosmologies, calendars, navigation,
orientations and alignments, and ancient perceptions of space and time. They also highlight various aspects of the social
context of astronomy (its relationship to social power, warfare, etc) and how we interpret astronomical practices within the
framework of conceptual approaches. There are also discussions of broad issues such as ethnocentrism, nationalism,
and astronomical dating. The “methods and practices” articles cover topics from field methodology and survey
procedures to social theory, as well as providing broad definitions and explanations of key concepts. We are also
including a number of “disciplinary perspectives” on approaches to archaeoastronomy written by leading figures in the
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constituent fields. These articles cover material that, generally speaking, would be familiar to graduates in the relevant
discipline but, critically, not so to those with different backgrounds.
Here, at last, is the massively updated and augmented second edition of this landmark encyclopedia. It contains
approximately 1000 entries dealing in depth with the history of the scientific, technological and medical accomplishments
of cultures outside of the United States and Europe. The entries consist of fully updated articles together with hundreds of
entirely new topics. This unique reference work includes intercultural articles on broad topics such as mathematics and
astronomy as well as thoughtful philosophical articles on concepts and ideas related to the study of non-Western
Science, such as rationality, objectivity, and method. You’ll also find material on religion and science, East and West,
and magic and science.
Current studies in disciplinarity range widely across philosophical and literary contexts, producing heated debate and entrenched
divergences. Yet, despite their manifest significance for us today seldom have those studies engaged with the Victorian origins of
modern disciplinarity. Victorian Culture and the Origin of Disciplines adds a crucial missing link in that history by asking and
answering a series of deceptively simple questions: how did Victorians define a discipline; what factors impinged upon that
definition; and how did they respond to disciplinary understanding? Structured around sections on professionalization, university
curriculums, society journals, literary genres and interdisciplinarity, Victorian Culture and the Origin of Disciplines addresses the
tangled bank of disciplinarity in the arts, humanities, social sciences and natural sciences including musicology, dance, literature,
and art history; classics, history, archaeology, and theology; anthropology, psychology; and biology, mathematics and physics.
Chapters examine the generative forces driving disciplinary formation, and gauge its success or failure against social, cultural,
political, and economic environmental pressures. No other volume has focused specifically on the origin of Victorian disciplines in
order to track the birth, death, and growth of the units into which knowledge was divided in this period, and no other volume has
placed such a wide array of Victorian disciplines in their cultural context.
Goto introduces the diverse and multilayered skylore and cultural astron- omy of the peoples of the Japanese Archipelago. Going
as far back as the Jomon, Yayoi, and Kofun periods, this book examines the significance of constellations in the daily life of
farmers, fishermen, sailors, priests, and the ruling classes throughout Japan’s ancient and medieval history. As well as covering
the systems of the dominant Japanese people, he also explores the astronomy of the Ainu people of Hokkaido, and of the people
of the Ryukyu Islands. Along the way he discusses the importance of astronomy in official rituals, mythol- ogy, and Shinto and
Buddhist ceremonies. This book provides a unique overview of cultural astronomy in Japan and is a valuable resource for
researchers as well as anyone who is inter- ested in Japanese culture and history.
Chinese Astrology and Astronomy: An Outside History discusses the ancient Chinese's needs and reasons for engaging in
astronomy. It presents the study on ancient astronomical phenomena and manuals, and analyzes the cosmological views of
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ancient Chinese. It also expounds the nature and functions of astronomy to ancient Chinese, as well as its difference from the
western modern astronomy of today, exploring on new issues in a bold but logical fashion, and offering arguments that challenge
even the views of authority.This book stands as a translated version, by Chen Wenan, an associate professor of Ningbo
University, of the original Chinese publication Tianxue Waishi by Jiang Xiaoyuan.
From GPO Bookstore's Website: Authors with diverse backgrounds in science, history, anthropology, and more, consider culture in
the context of the cosmos. How does our knowledge of cosmic evolution affect terrestrial culture? Conversely, how does our
knowledge of cultural evolution affect our thinking about possible cultures in the cosmos? Are life, mind, and culture of
fundamental significance to the grand story of the cosmos that has generated its own self-understanding through science, rational
reasoning, and mathematics? Book includes bibliographical references and an index.
Mathematics Across Cultures: A History of Non-Western Mathematics consists of essays dealing with the mathematical knowledge
and beliefs of cultures outside the United States and Europe. In addition to articles surveying Islamic, Chinese, Native American,
Aboriginal Australian, Inca, Egyptian, and African mathematics, among others, the book includes essays on Rationality, Logic and
Mathematics, and the transfer of knowledge from East to West. The essays address the connections between science and culture
and relate the mathematical practices to the cultures which produced them. Each essay is well illustrated and contains an
extensive bibliography. Because the geographic range is global, the book fills a gap in both the history of science and in cultural
studies. It should find a place on the bookshelves of advanced undergraduate students, graduate students, and scholars, as well
as in libraries serving those groups.
This work studies how Indian scholars have rejected the idea of an external origin of the Indo-Aryans, by questioning the logic
assumptions and methods upon which the theory is based.
The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy combines new scholarship with hands-on science to bring readers into direct
contact with the work of ancient astronomers. While tracing ideas from ancient Babylon to sixteenth-century Europe, the book
places its greatest emphasis on the Greek period, when astronomers developed the geometric and philosophical ideas that have
determined the subsequent character of Western astronomy. The author approaches this history through the concrete details of
ancient astronomical practice. Carefully organized and generously illustrated, the book can teach readers how to do real
astronomy using the methods of ancient astronomers. For example, readers will learn to predict the next retrograde motion of
Jupiter using either the arithmetical methods of the Babylonians or the geometric methods of Ptolemy. They will learn how to use
an astrolabe and how to design sundials using Greek and Roman techniques. The book also contains supplementary exercises
and patterns for making some working astronomical instruments, including an astrolabe and an equatorium. More than a
presentation of astronomical methods, the book provides a critical look at the evidence used to reconstruct ancient astronomy. It
includes extensive excerpts from ancient texts, meticulous documentation, and lively discussions of the role of astronomy in the
various cultures. Accessible to a wide audience, this book will appeal to anyone interested in how our understanding of our place
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in the universe has changed and developed, from ancient times through the Renaissance.
Astronomy, perhaps the first of the sciences, was already well developed by the time of Christ. Seventeen centuries later, after
Newton showed that the movements of the planets could be explained in terms of gravitation, it became the paradigm for the
mathematical sciences. In the nineteenth century the analysis of star-light allowed astrophysicists to determine both the chemical
composition and the radial velocities of celestial bodies, while the development of photography enabled distant objects invisible to
the human eye, to be studied and measured in comfort. Technical developments during and since the Second World War have
greatly enlarged the scope of the science by permitting the study of radiation. This is a fascinating introduction to the history of
Western astronomy, from prehistoric times to the origins of astrophysics in the mid-nineteenth century. Historical records are first
found in Babylon and Egypt, and after two millennia the arithmetical astronomy of the Babylonians merged with the Greek
geometrical approach to culminate in the Almagest of Ptolemy. This legacy was transmitted to the Latin West via Islam, and led to
Copernicus's claim that the Earth is in motion. In justifying this Kepler converted astronomy into a branch of dynamics, leading to
Newton's universal law of gravity. The book concludes with eighteenth- and nineteenth-century applications of Newton's law, and
the first explorations of the universe of stars. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
This volume represents the first which interfaces with astronomy as the fulcrum of the sciences. It gives full expression to the
human passion for the skies. Advancing human civilization has unfolded and matured this passion into the comprehensive science
of astronomy. Advancing science’s quest for the first principles of existence meets the ontopoietic generative logos of life, the
focal point of the New Enlightenment. It presents numerous perspectives illustrating how the interplay between human beings and
the celestial realm has informed civilizational trends. Scholars and philosophers debate in physics and biology, the findings of
which are opening a more inclusive, wider picture of the universe. The different models of the universal order and of life here
presented, all aiming at the first principles of existence—accord with the phenomenology/ontopoiesis of life within the logosprompted primogenital stream of becoming and action, which points to a future of progressing culture.
The collection of papers assembled here on a variety of topics in ancient and medieval astronomy was originally suggested by
Noel Swerdlow of the University of Chicago. He was also instrumental in making a selection* which would, in general, be on the
same level as my book The Exact Sciences in Antiquity. It may also provide a general background for my more technical History of
Ancient Mathematical Astronomy and for my edition of Astronomi cal Cuneiform Texts. Several of these republished articles were
written because I wanted to put to rest well-entrenched historical myths which could not withstand close scrutiny of the sources.
Examples are the supposed astronomical origin of the Egyptian calendar (see [9]), the discovery of precession by the Babylonians
[16], and the "simplification" of the Ptolemaic system in Copernicus' De Revolutionibus [40]. In all of my work I have striven to
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present as accurately as I could what the original sources reveal (which is often very different from the received view). Thus, in
[32] discussion of the technical terminology illuminates the meaning of an ancient passage which has been frequently misused to
support modern theories about ancient heliocentrism; in [33] an almost isolated instance reveals how Greek world-maps really
looked; and in [43] the Alexandrian Easter computus, held in awe by many historians, is shown from Ethiopic sources to be based
on very simple procedures.
Well-balanced, carefully reasoned study covers such topics as Ptolemaic theory, work of Copernicus, Kepler, Newton, Eddington's
work on stars, much more. Illustrated. References.
This edited volume contains 24 different research papers by members of the History and Heritage Working Group of the Southeast
Asian Astronomy Network. The chapters were prepared by astronomers from Australia, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Scotland, Sweden, Thailand and Vietnam. They represent the latest understanding of cultural and
scientific interchange in the region over time, from ethnoastronomy to archaeoastronomy and more. Gathering together
researchers from various locales, this volume enabled new connections to be made in service of building a more holistic vision of
astronomical history in Southeast Asia, which boasts a proud and deep tradition.
Ptolemy's Almagest is one of the most influential scientific works in history. A masterpiece of technical exposition, it was the basic
textbook of astronomy for more than a thousand years, and still is the main source for our knowledge of ancient astronomy. This
translation, based on the standard Greek text of Heiberg, makes the work accessible to English readers in an intelligible and
reliable form. It contains numerous corrections derived from medieval Arabic translations and extensive footnotes that take
account of the great progress in understanding the work made in this century, due to the discovery of Babylonian records and
other researches. It is designed to stand by itself as an interpretation of the original, but it will also be useful as an aid to reading
the Greek text.
Most histories of astronomy start with Copernicus, Galileo and Columbus, But this text shows that in the colourful mythology of the
ancients lay a surprisingly accurate understanding of celestial movements. A radical prefiguring of modern astronomy can be
found throughout history. Two millennia before Columbus set sail for America, Pythagoras conceived the world was round. In 3rd
century BC, Erasthones calculated the approximate size of the Earth, and long before Galileo's heretical science upset Christian
orthodoxy, our 365.25 day calendar had been more or less finalized by Julius Ceaser as a variation on that of the Egyptians. Gods
in the Sky is more than a history of astronomy, it explores the inextricable links in ancient civilization between astronomy and
astrology, mythology, religion, philosophy, architecture, art, agriculture and navigation, to illuminate the history of the ancients.
Traces the mythology, superstitions, and events that influenced the creation of the modern calendar, discussing such facts as the
explanations behind the names of the days of the week and the origins of the Easter Bunny.
A breakout bestseller in Italy, now available for American readers for the first time, Genesis: The Story of How Everything Began is
a short, humanistic tour of the origins of the universe, earth, and life—drawing on the latest discoveries in physics to explain the
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seven most significant moments in the creation of the cosmos. Curiosity and wonderment about the origins of the universe are at
the heart of our experience of the world. From Hesiod’s Chaos, described in his poem about the origins of the Greek gods,
Theogony, to today’s mind-bending theories of the multiverse, humans have been consumed by the relentless pursuit of an
answer to one awe inspiring question: What exactly happened during those first moments? Guido Tonelli, the acclaimed, awardwinning particle physicist and a central figure in the discovery of the Higgs boson (the “God particle”), reveals the extraordinary
story of our genesis—from the origins of the universe, to the emergence of life on Earth, to the birth of human language with its
power to describe the world. Evoking the seven days of biblical creation, Tonelli takes us on a brisk, lively tour through the
evolution of our cosmos and considers the incredible challenges scientists face in exploring its mysteries. Genesis both explains
the fundamental physics of our universe and marvels at the profound wonder of our existence.
Astronomy in the Inca Empire was a robust and fundamental practice. The subsequent Spanish conquest of the Andes region disrupted much
of this indigenous culture and resulted in a significant loss of information about its rich history. Through modern archaeoastronomy, this book
helps recover and interpret some of these elements of Inca civilization. Astronomy was intricately woven into the very fabric of Andean
existence and daily life. Accordingly, the text takes a holistic approach to its research, considering first and foremost the cultural context of
each astronomy-related site. The chapters necessarily start with a history of the Incas from the beginning of their empire through the
completion of the conquest by Spain before diving into an astronomical and cultural analysis of many of the huacas found in the heart of the
Inca Empire. Over 300 color images—original artwork and many photos captured during the author’s extensive field research in Machu
Picchu, the Sacred Valley, Cusco, and elsewhere—are included throughout the book, adding visual insight to a rigorous examination of Inca
astronomical sites and history.
This is the first scholarly collection of articles focused on the cultural astronomy of the African continent. It weaves together astronomy,
anthropology, and Africa and it includes African myths and legends about the sky, alignments to celestial bodies found at archaeological sites
and at places of worship, rock art with celestial imagery, and scientific thinking revealed in local astronomy traditions including
ethnomathematics and the creation of calendars.
Thomas Karl Dietrich explores astronomy's impact on the world today, delving into the histories of many civilizations to explain the world as
we know it and to raise new questions about what the future holds.Without astronomy, there would be no culture as we know it!
From the reviews: Astronomy and Astrophysics Abstracts has appeared in semi-annual volumes since 1969 and it has already become one
of the fundamental publications in the fields of astronomy, astrophysics and neighbouring sciences. It is the most important English-language
abstracting journal in the mentioned branches. ... The abstracts are classified under more than hundred subject categories, thus permitting a
quick survey of the whole extended material. The AAA is a valuable and important publication for all students and scientists working in the
fields of astronomy and related sciences. As such it represents a necessary ingredient of any astronomical library all over the world." Space
Science Reviews #1 "Dividing the whole field plus related subjects into 108 categories, each work is numbered and most are accompanied by
brief abstracts. Fairly comprehensive cross-referencing links relevant papers to more than one category, and exhaustive author and subject
indices are to be found at the back, making the catalogues easy to use. The series appears to be so complete in its coverage and always less
than a year out of date that I shall certainly have to make a little more space on those shelves for future volumes." The Observatory Magazine
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Skywatchers of Ancient Mexico helped establish the field of archaeoastronomy, and it remains the standard introduction to this subject.
Combining basic astronomy with archaeological and ethnological data, it presented a readable and entertaining synthesis of all that was
known of ancient astronomy in the western hemisphere as of 1980. In this revised edition, Anthony Aveni draws on his own and others'
discoveries of the past twenty years to bring the Skywatchers story up to the present. He offers new data and interpretations in many areas,
including: The study of Mesoamerican time and calendrical systems and their unprecedented continuity in contemporary Mesoamerican
culture The connections between Precolumbian religion, astrology, and scientific, quantitative astronomy The relationship between Highland
Mexico and the world of the Maya and the state of Pan-American scientific practices The use of personal computer software for computing
astronomical data With this updated information, Skywatchers will serve a new generation of general and scholarly readers and will be useful
in courses on archaeoastronomy, astronomy, history of astronomy, history of science, anthropology, archaeology, and world religions.
Astronomy Across Cultures: A History of Non-Western Astronomy consists of essays dealing with the astronomical knowledge and beliefs of
cultures outside the United States and Europe. In addition to articles surveying Islamic, Chinese, Native American, Aboriginal Australian,
Polynesian, Egyptian and Tibetan astronomy, among others, the book includes essays on Sky Tales and Why We Tell Them and Astronomy
and Prehistory, and Astronomy and Astrology. The essays address the connections between science and culture and relate astronomical
practices to the cultures which produced them. Each essay is well illustrated and contains an extensive bibliography. Because the geographic
range is global, the book fills a gap in both the history of science and in cultural studies. It should find a place on the bookshelves of
advanced undergraduate students, graduate students, and scholars, as well as in libraries serving those groups.
Includes chapters on early constellation observations, ancient astronomers of China and more, €this volume details the history of astronomy
from its beginning to the early 1800s.
Illustrations: Numerous Colour Illustrations Description: The volumes of the Project of History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian
Civilization aim to discover the central aspects of India's heritage and present them in an interrelated manner. In spite of their unitary look,
these volumes recognize the difference between the areas of material civilization and those of ideational culture. The Project is not being
executed by a single group of thinkers, methodologically uniform or ideologically identical in their commitments. Rather, contributions are
made by different scholars of diverse ideological persuasions and methodological approaches. The Project is marked by what may be called
'methodological pluralism'. In spite of its primarily historical character, this project, both in its conceptualization and execution, has been
shaped by scholars drawn from different disciplines. It is the first time that an endeavour of such unique and comprehensive character has
been undertaken to study critically a major world civilization. This Volume endeavours to present the perceptible facets of the tradition of
astronomy in India : - the torch-bearers of this tradition and their texts; main characteristics of Indian astronomy; scientific approach to the
phenomenon of eclipse; pancanga and its social dimensions including the vrata-s, festivals and other observances; origin of astrological
ideas, their seeming links with astronomy and certain contradictions; extensive computations concerning planetary revolutions in a huge
cyclic period, mean as well as true positions of planets and associated mathematical aspects. In order to have the narrative undisturbed, the
related mathematical astronomy has been given in the Appendices. Computations apart, Indian astronomers were keen observers of the
motions of celestial bodies and used several instruments, and this aspect has been dealt with appropriately. The question of transmissions in
the early centuries before and after the Christian Era vis-a-vis the originality and endogenous developments of Indian astronomy, has been
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addressed in an objective manner. Since Islamic astronomy has also fostered its tradition in India for over 500 years, three articles on this
have been reproduced in the Appendices. Indian astronomical texts are noted for their mathematical-astronomical scientific terminology
which was so standardized that it enabled astronomers (who were separated both in time and space), to articulate and promote this tradition
over the centuries, as evidenced by the extensive glossary of technical terms given at the end. It is hoped that this Volume, probably the first
of its kind inasmuch as it sheds light on both the scientific and the long tradition of Indian astronomy, will be found useful by scholars and
general readers alike.
This translation of A Brief History of Radio Astronomy in the USSR makes descriptions of the antennas and instrumentation used in the
USSR, the astronomical discoveries, as well as interesting personal backgrounds of many of the early key players in Soviet radio astronomy
available in the English language for the first time. This book is a collection of memoirs recounting an interesting but largely still dark era of
Soviet astronomy. The arrangement of the essays is determined primarily by the time when radio astronomy studies began at the institutions
involved. These include the Lebedev Physical Institute (FIAN), Gorkii State University and the affiliated Physical-Technical Institute (GIFTI),
Moscow State University Sternberg Astronomical institute (GAISH) and Space Research Institute (IKI), the Department of Radio Astronomy
of the Main Astronomical Observatory in Pulkovo (GAO), Special Astrophysical Observatory (SAO), Byurakan Astrophysical Observatory
(BAO), Crimean Astrophysical Observatory, Academy of Sciences of the Ukraine (SSR), Institute of Radio Physics and Electronics of the
USSR Academy of Sciences (IRE), Institute of Terrestrial Magnetism, the Ionosphere and Radio-Wave Propagation Institute (IZMIRAN),
Siberian Institute of Terrestrial Magnetism, the Ionosphere and Radio-Wave Propagation (SibIZMIRAN), the Radio Astrophysical Observatory
of the Latvian Academy of Sciences and Leningrad State University. A Brief History of Radio Astronomy in the USSR is a fascinating source
of information on a past era of scientific culture and fields of research including the Soviet SETI activities. Anyone interested in the recent
history of science will enjoy reading this volume.
Among the rarest things on earth, meteorites carry an air of mystery and drama while having left a pervasive, outsized mark on our planet
and civilization. In Meteorite, Maria Golia tells the long history of our engagement with these sky-born space rocks. Arriving amid thunderous
blasts and flame-streaked skies, meteorites were once thought to be messengers from the gods. Worshipped in the past, now scrutinized
with equal zeal by scientists, meteorites helped sculpt Earth’s features and have shaped our understanding of the planet’s origins. Prized for
their outlandish qualities, meteorites are a collectible and a commodity, objects of art and artists’ desires and a literary muse; and ‘meteorite
hunting’ is an adventurous, lucrative profession for some and an addictive hobby for thousands of others. A richly illustrated, remarkably wideranging account of the culture and science surrounding meteorites, Golia’s book explores the ancient, lasting power of the meteorite to
inspire and awe.
Long before astronomy was a science, humans used the stars to mark time, navigate, organize planting and dramatize myths. This
encyclopaedia draws on archaeological evidence and oral traditions to reveal how prehistoric humans perceived the skies and celestial
phenomena.
Reed (astronomy, West Chester U., Pennsylvania, and newspaper columnist) discusses the history of astronomy and its divergence from
astrology. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
*Includes pictures of Mayan buildings, art, hieroglyphics, numbers, and more. Many ancient civilizations have influenced and inspired people
in the 21st century. The Greeks and Romans continue to fascinate the West today. But of all the world's civilizations, none have intrigued
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people more than the Mayans, whose culture, astronomy, language, and mysterious disappearance all continue to captivate people. In 2012
especially, there has been a renewed focus on the Mayans, whose advanced calendar has led many to speculate the world will end on the
same date the Mayan calendar ends. The focus on the "doomsday" scenario, however, has overshadowed the Mayans' true contribution to
astronomy, language, sports, and art. The World's Greatest Civilizations: The History and Culture of the Maya discusses the Mayan calendar
within the larger context of their astronomical advances, while also providing a comprehensive analysis of their history, empire, and culture.
Along with a description of Mayan life and pictures of Mayan ruins and art, the mystique of the Maya is traced from the height of their empire
to the present day, in an attempt to understand a civilization often been best described as an enigma.
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