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Accessible guide to Kierkegaard available serving as a
reference to students and non-specialists.
Soren Kierkegaard, who was born in Denmark and died
there at the age of forty-two, is regarded by many as the
father of existentialist thinking. During his lifetime the
Hegelian theologian he reacted against the Hegelian
theologists in Denmark, denounced organized religion
and held that the act of choice by an individual was allimportant. The Diary covers the important elements in
Kierkegaard's life, including his childhood, his relations
with his father, the influence of other writers on him, his
broken engagement (which had a far-reaching effect on
the rest of his life), and his celebrated quarrel with the
Church. Kierkegaard's writings are important because he
is almost the first European writer to take a modern,
analytical, psychological approach to religion. Proust,
Joyce, and Aldous Huxley were only a few of the modern
writers influenced by the Dane; and Jean-Paul Sartre's
philosophy of existentialism is based on his thinking.
One of the greatest thinkers of the nineteenth century,
Søren Kierkegaard (1814-55) often expressed himself
through pseudonyms and disguises. Taken from his
personal writings, these private reflections reveal the
development of his own thought and personality, from his
time as a young student to the deep later internal conflict
that formed the basis for his masterpiece of duality
Either/Or and beyond. Expressing his beliefs with a
freedom not seen in works he published during his
lifetime, Kierkegaard here rejects for the first time his
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father's conventional Christianity and forges the
revolutionary idea of the 'leap of faith' required for true
religious belief. A combination of theoretical argument,
vivid natural description and sharply honed wit, the
Papers and Journals reveal to the full the passionate
integrity of his lifelong efforts 'to find a truth which is truth
for me'.
Chronicles Kierkegaard's intellectual and spiritual
development through selected writings
For over a century, the Danish thinker Søren
Kierkegaard (1813-55) has been at the center of a
number of important discussions, concerning not only
philosophy and theology, but also, more recently, fields
such as social thought, psychology, and contemporary
aesthetics, especially literary theory. Despite his
relatively short life, Kierkegaard was an extraordinarily
prolific writer, as attested to by the 26-volume Princeton
University Press edition of all of his published writings.
But Kierkegaard left behind nearly as much unpublished
writing, most of which consists of what are called his
"journals and notebooks." Kierkegaard has long been
recognized as one of history's great journal keepers, but
only rather small portions of his journals and notebooks
are what we usually understand by the term "diaries." By
far the greater part of Kierkegaard's journals and
notebooks consists of reflections on a myriad of
subjects--philosophical, religious, political, personal.
Studying his journals and notebooks takes us into his
workshop, where we can see his entire universe of
thought. We can witness the genesis of his published
works, to be sure--but we can also see whole galaxies of
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concepts, new insights, and fragments, large and small,
of partially (or almost entirely) completed but
unpublished works. Kierkegaard's Journals and
Notebooks enables us to see the thinker in dialogue with
his times and with himself. Volume 4 of this 11-volume
series includes the first five of Kierkegaard's well-known
"NB" journals, which contain, in addition to a great many
reflections on his own life, a wealth of thoughts on
theological matters, as well as on Kierkegaard's times,
including political developments and the daily press.
Kierkegaard wrote his journals in a two-column format,
one for his initial entries and the second for the extensive
marginal comments that he added later. This edition of
the journals reproduces this format, includes several
photographs of original manuscript pages, and contains
extensive scholarly commentary on the various entries
and on the history of the manuscripts being reproduced.
This volume provides the first English translation of all
the known correspondence to and from Søren
Kierkegaard, including a number of his letters in draft
form and papers pertaining to his life and death. These
fascinating documents offer new access to the character
and lifework of the gifted philosopher, theologian, and
psychologist. Kierkegaard speaks often and openly
about his desire to correspond, and the resulting desire
to write for a greater audience. He consciously
recognizes letter-writing as an opportunity to practice
composition. Unlike most correspondence, Kierkegaard's
letters expressly "do not require a reply"--he insists on
this as a principle, while he clearly and earnestly yearns
for a response to his efforts. Among his other principles
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are purposefulness, directness, and the equality of a
letter to a visit with a friend (Kierkegaard preferred the
former to the latter). Perhaps more than anything else in
print, Kierkegaard's Letters and Documents reveal his
love affair with the written word.
A nave model slowly discovering her sexuality; an erotic
moonlight encounter on a beach; a man teaching the art of
passion in a gypsy caravan; and a woman in love with a scent
from Fez Anas Nins stories explore the nature of sex and
the awakening of desire. United by the theme of love, the
writings in the Great Loves series span over two thousand
years and vastly different worlds. Readers will be introduced
to loves endlessly fascinating possibilities and extremities:
romantic love, platonic love, erotic love, gay love, virginal
love, adulterous love, parental love, filial love, nostalgic love,
unrequited love, illicit love, not to mention lost love, twisted
and obsessional love
The Diary of Soren Kierkegaard
For over a century, the Danish thinker Søren Kierkegaard
(1813–55) has been at the center of a number of important
discussions, concerning not only philosophy and theology,
but also, more recently, fields such as social thought,
psychology, and contemporary aesthetics, especially literary
theory. Despite his relatively short life, Kierkegaard was an
extraordinarily prolific writer, as attested to by the 26-volume
Princeton University Press edition of all of his published
writings. But Kierkegaard left behind nearly as much
unpublished writing, most of which consists of what are called
his "journals and notebooks." Kierkegaard has long been
recognized as one of history's great journal keepers, but only
rather small portions of his journals and notebooks are what
we usually understand by the term "diaries." By far the
greater part of Kierkegaard's journals and notebooks consists
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of reflections on a myriad of subjects—philosophical, religious,
political, personal. Studying his journals and notebooks takes
us into his workshop, where we can see his entire universe of
thought. We can witness the genesis of his published works,
to be sure—but we can also see whole galaxies of concepts,
new insights, and fragments, large and small, of partially (or
almost entirely) completed but unpublished works.
Kierkegaard's Journals and Notebooks enables us to see the
thinker in dialogue with his times and with himself.
Kierkegaard wrote his journals in a two-column format, one
for his initial entries and the second for the extensive marginal
comments that he added later. This edition of the journals
reproduces this format, includes several photographs of
original manuscript pages, and contains extensive scholarly
commentary on the various entries and on the history of the
manuscripts being reproduced. Volume 11, Parts 1 and 2,
present an exciting, enlightening, and enormously varied
treasure trove of papers that were found, carefully sorted and
stored by Kierkegaard himself, in his apartment after his
death. These papers—many of which have never before been
published in English—provide a window into many different
aspects of Kierkegaard's life and creativity. Volume 11, Part
2, includes writings from the period between 1843, the year in
which he published his breakthrough Either/Or, and late
September 1855, a few weeks before his death, when he
recorded his final reflections on "Christendom." Among the
highlights are Kierkegaard's famous description of the "Great
Earthquake" that shaped his life; his early reflections on
becoming an author; his important, though never-delivered,
lectures on "The Dialectic of Ethical and Ethical-Religious
Communication"; and his final, incandescent assault on the
tendency—new in his time—to harness Christianity in support of
a specific social and political order.
Johannes is an aesthete, dedicated to creating the possibility
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of seduction through the careful manipulation of young
women. He stealthily pursues the innocent Cordelia until she
becomes increasingly drawn to him. But when she is ready to
give herself completely, she realizes she may have got
everything wrong. United by the theme of love, the writings in
the Great Loves series span over two thousand years and
vastly different worlds. Readers will be introduced to love’s
endlessly fascinating possibilities and extremities: romantic
love, platonic love, erotic love, gay love, virginal love,
adulterous love, parental love, filial love, nostalgic love,
unrequited love, illicit love, not to mention lost love, twisted
and obsessional love....
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his followers to let go
of earthly concerns by considering the lilies of the field and
the birds of the air. Søren Kierkegaard's short masterpiece on
this famous gospel passage draws out its vital lessons for
readers in a rapidly modernizing and secularizing world.
Trenchant, brilliant, and written in stunningly lucid prose, The
Lily of the Field and the Bird of the Air (1849) is one of
Kierkegaard's most important books. Presented here in a
fresh new translation with an informative introduction, this
profound yet accessible work serves as an ideal entrée to an
essential modern thinker. The Lily of the Field and the Bird of
the Air reveals a less familiar but deeply appealing side of the
father of existentialism—unshorn of his complexity and
subtlety, yet supremely approachable. As Kierkegaard later
wrote of the book, "Without fighting with anybody and without
speaking about myself, I said much of what needs to be said,
but movingly, mildly, upliftingly." This masterful edition
introduces one of Kierkegaard's most engaging and inspiring
works to a new generation of readers.
Man is spirit. But what is spirit? Spirit is the self. But what is
the self? The self is a relation which relates itself to its own
self, or it is that in the relation [which accounts for it] that the
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relation relates itself to its own self; the self is not the relation
but [consists in the fact] that the relation relates itself to its
own self. Man is a synthesis of the infinite and the finite, of
the temporal and the eternal, of freedom and necessity; in
short, it is a synthesis.
"The day will come when not only my writings, but precisely
my life--the intriguing secret of all the machinery--will be
studied and studied." Søren Kierkegaard's remarkable
combination of genius and peculiarity made this a fair if
arrogant prediction. But Kierkegaard's life has been
notoriously hard to study, so complex was the web of fact and
fiction in his work. Joakim Garff's biography of Kierkegaard is
thus a landmark achievement. A seamless blend of history,
philosophy, and psychological insight, all conveyed with
novelistic verve, this is the most comprehensive and
penetrating account yet written of the life and works of the
enigmatic Dane who changed the course of intellectual
history. Garff portrays Kierkegaard not as the all-controlling
impresario behind some of the most important works of
modern philosophy and religious thought--books credited with
founding existentialism and prefiguring postmodernism--but
rather as a man whose writings came to control him.
Kierkegaard saw himself as a vessel for his writings, a tool in
the hand of God, and eventually as a martyr singled out to
call for the end of "Christendom." Garff explores the events
and relationships that formed Kierkegaard, including his guiltridden relationship with his father, his rivalry with his brother,
and his famously tortured relationship with his fiancée Regine
Olsen. He recreates the squalor and splendor of Golden Age
Copenhagen and the intellectual milieu in which Kierkegaard
found himself increasingly embattled and mercilessly
caricatured. Acclaimed as a major cultural event on its
publication in Denmark in 2000, this book, here presented in
an exceptionally crisp and elegant translation, will be the
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definitive account of Kierkegaard's life for years to come.
Selections from the writings of the Danish philosopher
covering the important events in his life, his relations with his
father, the influence of other writers upon him, his
engagement, and his quarrel with the Church.
Now recognized as one of the nineteenth century's leading
psychologists and philosophers. Kierkegaard was among
other things the harbinger of exisentialisim. In FEAR AND
TREMBLING he explores the psychology of religion,
addressing the question 'What is Faith?' in terms of the
emotional and psychological relationship between the
individual and God. But this difficult question is addressed in
the most vivid terms, as Kierkegaard explores different ways
of interpreting the ancient story of Abraham and Isaac to
make his point.
'The love of repetition is in truth the only happy love' So says
Constantine Constantius on the first page of Kierkegaard's
Repetition. Life itself, according to Kierkegaard's
pseudonymous narrator, is a repetition, and in the course of
this witty, playful work Constantius explores the nature of love
and happiness, the passing of time and the importance of
moving forward (and backward). The ironically entitled
Philosophical Crumbs pursues the investigation of faith and
love and their tense relationship with reason. Written only a
year apart, these two works complement each other and give
the reader a unique insight into the breadth and substance of
Kierkegaard's thought. The first reads like a novel and the
second like a Platonic dialogue, but both engage, in different
ways, the same challenging issues. These are the first
translations to convey the literary quality and philosophical
precision of the originals. They were not intended, however,
for philosophers, but for anyone who feels drawn to the
question of the ultimate truth of human existence and the
source of human happiness. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over
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100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the
widest range of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to
scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date
bibliographies for further study, and much more.
Søren Kierkegaard, the nineteenth-century Danish
philosopher rediscovered in the twentieth century, is a major
influence in contemporary philosophy, religion, and literature.
He regarded Either/Or as the beginning of his authorship,
although he had published two earlier works on Hans
Christian Andersen and irony. The pseudonymous volumes of
Either/Or are the writings of a young man (I) and of Judge
William (II). The ironical young man's papers include a
collection of sardonic aphorisms; essays on Mozart, modern
drama, and boredom; and "The Seducer's Diary." The
seeming miscellany is a reflective presentation of aspects of
the "either," the esthetic view of life. Part II is an older friend's
"or," the ethical life of integrated, authentic personhood,
elaborated in discussions of personal becoming and of
marriage. The resolution of the "either/or" is left to the reader,
for there is no Part III until the appearance of Stages on Life's
Way. The poetic-reflective creations of a master stylist and
imaginative impersonator, the two men write in distinctive
ways appropriate to their respective positions.
DIARY OF A SEDUCER is the disturbing narrative of a man
who explores his sense of detachment by deliberately
arousing the passion of a young society girl. Inspired by
events in Kierkegaard's own life that are still shrouded in
mystery, this story is a vivid exploration of the complex
psychology of cruelty and love.
Winner of the 2020 Believer Book Award for Fiction "A
brilliant study of the mundane, full of unexpected detours and
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driving prose. Hjorth's novel ingeniously orbits the intimate
stories that are possible only when a character has put words
on paper and sent them through the post." – New York Times
Book Review, “The Best Post Office Novel You Will Read
Before the Election” "Vigdis Hjorth is one of my favorite
contemporary writers." – Sheila Heti, author of Motherhood
and How Should a Person Be? From the author of the 2019
National Book Award Longlisted Will and Testament Ellinor, a
35-year-old media consultant, has not been feeling herself;
she's not been feeling much at all lately. Far beyond jaded,
she picks through an old diary and fails to recognise the
woman in its pages, seemingly as far away from the world
around her as she's ever been. But when her coworker
vanishes overnight, an unusual new task is dropped on her
desk. Off she goes to meet the Norwegian Postal Workers
Union, setting the ball rolling on a strange and transformative
six months. This is an existential scream of a novel about
loneliness (and the postal service!), written in Vigdis Hjorth's
trademark spare, rhythmic and cutting style.
The first biography of Kierkegaard’s literary muse, from the
author of the definitive life of the philosopher Kierkegaard’s
Muse—the first biography of Regine Olsen (1822–1904), the
inspiration and one-time fiancée of Danish philosopher Søren
Kierkegaard—is a moving portrait of a long romantic fever that
had momentous literary consequences. Drawing on Regine’s
newly discovered letters, acclaimed Kierkegaard biographer
Joakim Garff tells the story of her mysterious relationship with
Kierkegaard more fully and vividly than ever before, shedding
new light on her influence on his life and writings. Like
Dante’s Beatrice, Regine is one of the great muses of literary
history. Kierkegaard proposed to her in 1840, but broke off
the engagement a year later. After their break, they saw each
other strikingly often, inside dimly lit Copenhagen churches,
on the streets, and on the paths along the old city ramparts,
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passing by without uttering a word. Psychologically acute and
as gripping as a novel, Kierkegaard's Muse is an
unforgettable account of a wild, strange, and poignant
romance that made an indelible mark on literary history.
Cursory allusions to the relation between Kierkegaard and
Wittgenstein are common in the philosophical literature, but
there has been little in the way of serious and comprehensive
commentary on the relationship of their ideas. Genia
Schönbaumsfeld closes this gap and offers new readings of
Kierkegaard's and Wittgenstein's conceptions of philosophy
and religious belief. Chapter one documents Kierkegaard's
influence on Wittgenstein, while chapters two and three
provide trenchant criticisms of two prominent attempts to
compare the two thinkers, D. Z. Phillips and James Conant. In
chapter four, Schönbaumsfeld develops Kierkegaard's and
Wittgenstein's concerted criticisms of the 'spaceship view' of
religion and defends it against the common charges of
'fideism' and 'irrationalism'. As well as contributing to
contemporary debate about how to read Kierkegaard's and
Wittgenstein's work, A Confusion of the Spheres addresses
issues which not only concern scholars of Wittgenstein and
Kierkegaard, but anyone interested in the philosophy of
religion, or the ethical aspects of philosophical practice as
such.
Diary of a Seducer records Johannes's discovery of a girl with
the Shakespearean name Cordelia, whom he sets out to
control. Intricately, meticulously, cunningly, the seduction
proceeds. No detail is too small to escape Johannes. "She
sits on the sofa by the tea table and I sit on a chair at her
side. This position has an intimate quality and at the same
time a detaching dignity." Less erotic than an intellectual
depiction of seduction, Diary of a Seducer shows the casuist
Kierkegaard in what he characterized as the aesthetic mode.
A new introduction by Michael Dirda puts this influential
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novella into high relief.
Philosopher of the Heart is the groundbreaking biography of
renowned existentialist Søren Kierkegaard’s life and
creativity, and a searching exploration of how to be a human
being in the world. Søren Kierkegaard is one of the most
passionate and challenging of all modern philosophers, and is
often regarded as the founder of existentialism. Over about a
decade in the 1840s and 1850s, writings poured from his pen
pursuing the question of existence—how to be a human being
in the world?—while exploring the possibilities of Christianity
and confronting the failures of its institutional manifestation
around him. Much of his creativity sprang from his
relationship with the young woman whom he promised to
marry, then left to devote himself to writing, a relationship
which remained decisive for the rest of his life. He deliberately
lived in the swim of human life in Copenhagen, but alone, and
died exhausted in 1855 at the age of 42, bequeathing his
remarkable writings to his erstwhile fiancée. Clare Carlisle’s
innovative and moving biography writes Kierkegaard’s life as
far as possible from his own perspective, to convey what it
was like actually being this Socrates of Christendom—as he
put it, living life forwards yet only understanding it backwards.
This is the most comprehensive anthology of Søren
Kierkegaard's works ever assembled in English. Drawn from
the volumes of Princeton's authoritative Kierkegaard's
Writings series by editors Howard and Edna Hong, the
selections represent every major aspect of Kierkegaard's
extraordinary career. They reveal the powerful mix of
philosophy, psychology, theology, and literary criticism that
made Kierkegaard one of the most compelling writers of the
nineteenth century and a shaping force in the twentieth. With
an introduction to Kierkegaard's writings as a whole and
explanatory notes for each selection, this is the essential onevolume guide to a thinker who changed the course of modern
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intellectual history. The anthology begins with Kierkegaard's
early journal entries and traces the development of his work
chronologically to the final The Changelessness of God. The
book presents generous selections from all of Kierkegaard's
landmark works, including Either/Or, Fear and Trembling,
Works of Love, and The Sickness unto Death, and draws new
attention to a host of such lesser-known writings as Three
Discourses on Imagined Occasions and The Lily of the Field
and the Bird of the Air. The selections are carefully chosen to
reflect the unique character of Kierkegaard's work, with its
shifting pseudonyms, its complex dialogues, and its potent
combination of irony, satire, sermon, polemic, humor, and
fiction. We see the esthetic, ethical, and ethical-religious ways
of life initially presented as dialogue in two parallel series of
pseudonymous and signed works and later in the "second
authorship" as direct address. And we see the themes that
bind the whole together, in particular Kierkegaard's
overarching concern with, in his own words, "What it means
to exist; . . . what it means to be a human being." Together,
the selections provide the best available introduction to
Kierkegaard's writings and show more completely than any
other book why his work, in all its creativity, variety, and
power, continues to speak so directly today to so many
readers around the world.
Kierkegaard's journals reflect his further thoughts on the
ideas developed in his philosophical and theological works,
on his tumultuous career as an author, and on his own
relationship with his work and readers.
The Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard was one of the
most original thinkers of the 19th Century – and one of the
most enigmatic men who ever walked the Earth.
Philosophically, Kierkegaard was the “bridge” that led from
Hegel to Existentialism. Kierkegaard abhorred Hegel’s
abstract, Know-it-all idealism that tried to capture reality in a
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few words. Kierkegaard’s attack on social and religious
complacency and his single-handed assault on traditional
Western philosophy generated a crisis that produced a
radically new way of philosophizing and made him the
founder of the school that would later be called Existentialism.
To Kierkegaard, reality was personal, subjective – it began
and ended with the individual – and philosophy was not
something one merely talked about, it was the way you lived.
For such a brilliant thinker, the way Kierkegaard lived was…
somewhat too interesting? His “abstract” love affair? His
obsession with death? His “leap of Faith,” his cynicism, his
marvelous sense of humor – how do you put all that into one
man? For starters, you read Kierkegaard For Beginners. It
explains, plainly and simply, the great Danish thinker’s
obsession with the particularity of human existence as well as
his demonstration of how the creation of an authentic new
kind of individual is possible
"Originally published [in Danish] under the titles Sren
Kierkegaards Skrifter ... English translation copyright 2007 by
the Sren Kierkegaard Research Centre Foundation,
Copenhagen, and the Howard and Edna Hong Kierkegaard
Library, St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota."--T.p. verso.
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