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Explores the influence of Sufism on nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century writers. This book reveals the
rich, but generally unknown, influence of Sufism on
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century American
literature. The translation of Persian poets such as
Hafiz and Sa’di into English and the ongoing
popularity of Omar Khayyam offered intriguing new
spiritual perspectives to some of the major American
literary figures. As editor Mehdi Aminrazavi notes,
these Sufi influences have often been subsumed into
a notion of “Eastern,” chiefly Indian, thought and not
acknowledged as having Islamic roots. This work
pays considerable attention to two giants of
American literature, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt
Whitman, who found much inspiration from the Sufi
ideas they encountered. Other canonical figures are
also discussed, including Mark Twain, Herman
Melville, Henry David Thoreau, and Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, along with literary
contemporaries who are lesser known today, such
as Paschal Beverly Randolph, Thomas Lake Harris,
and Lawrence Oliphant.
Explores the connections between British and
American Romanticism, focusing on the novels of
Elizabeth Inchbald (1753-1821) and Nathaniel
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Hawthorne (1804-64). This study argues that
Inchbald and Hawthorne are representative of a
larger British/American cultural confluence during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
"The index should be in all collections where
Thoreau is studied."CHOICE"An indispensable guide
for anyone working on Thoreau, this should be in all
research, large college, and public
libraries."LIBRARY JOURNAL
This is a definitive account of Fruitlands, one of
history's most unsuccessful, but most significant,
utopian experiments. It was established in
Massachusetts in 1843 by Bronson Alcott (whose
ten year old daughter Louisa May, future author of
Little Women, was among the members) and an
Englishman called Charles Lane, under the watchful
gaze of Emerson, Thoreau, and other New England
intellectuals. Alcott and Lane developed their own
version of the doctrine known as Transcendentalism,
hoping to transform society and redeem the
environment through a strict regime of veganism and
celibacy. But physical suffering and emotional
conflict, particularly between Lane and Alcott's wife,
Abigail, made the community unsustainable.
Drawing on the letters and diaries of those involved,
the author explores the relationship between the
complex philosophical beliefs held by Alcott, Lane,
and their fellow idealists and their day to day lives.
The result is a vivid and often very funny narrative of
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their travails, demonstrating the dilemmas and
conflicts inherent to any utopian experiment and
shedding light on a fascinating period of American
history.
Hundreds of A-Z entries cover Longfellow's works,
family members, professional associates, and other
topics related to his life and career.
This volume brings together the proceedings of the
“European Summer School for Process Thought”,
which took place in Mülheim, Germany, in August
2012. It explores Alfred North Whitehead’s thinking
in different fields of science, connecting his
philosophical writings with physics, religion,
education, psychology and aesthetics. The first part
of the book is concerned with Whitehead’s
philosophical methodology, discussing a plethora of
subjects, including the interdependence between
some of Whitehead’s works, the role of logic in his
style of argument, concepts of time, the role of
symbolism, and the relation between specialized
terminology and the colloquial in Whitehead’s
philosophy. The second part explores applications
for the concepts of Whitehead’s thinking in a
broader context. In scientific fields as diverse as
physics, theological and classical Chinese religious
thought, concepts of education and psychological
theories of embodiment, Whitehead’s basic
philosophical concepts have been implemented in
various different ways. As such, this book holds an
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interdisciplinary appeal for Whitehead scholars from
different scientific backgrounds.
The Routledge Encyclopedia of Walt Whitman presents
a comprehensive resource complied by over 200
internationally recognized contributors, including such
leading Whitman scholars as James E. Miller, Jr., Roger
Asselineau, Betsy Erkkila, and Joel Myerson. Now
available for the first time in paperback, this volume
comprises more than 750 entries arranged in convenient
alphabetical format. Coverage includes: biographical
information: all names, dates, places, and events
important to understanding Whitman's life and career
Whitman's works: essays on all eight editions of "Leaves
of Grass," major poems and poem clusters, principal
essays and prose works, as well as his more than two
dozen short stories and the novel, Franklin Evans
prominent themes and concepts: essays on such major
topics as democracy, slavery, the Civil War, immortality,
sexuality, and the women's rights movement. significant
forms and techniques: such as prosody, symbolism, free
verse, and humour important trends and critical
approaches in Whitman studies: including new historicist
and cultural criticism, psychological explorations, and
controversial issues of sexual identity surveys of
Whitman's international impact as well as an assessment
of his literary legacy. Useful for students, researchers,
librarians, teachers, and Whitman devotees, this volume
features extensive cross-references, numerous
photographs of the poet, a chronology, a special
appendix section tracking the poet's genealogy, and a
thorough index. Each entry includes a bibliography for
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further study.
A fresh appraisal of the most important religious thinkers
of the nineteenth century.
A leader of the transcendentalist movement and one of
the country's first public intellectuals, Ralph Waldo
Emerson has been a long-standing presence in
American literature courses. Today he is remembered for
his essays, but in the nineteenth century he was also
known as a poet and orator who engaged with issues
such as religion, nature, education, and abolition. This
volume presents strategies for placing Emerson in the
context of his time, for illuminating his rhetorical
techniques, and for tracing his influence into the present
day and around the world. Part 1, "Materials," offers
guidance for selecting classroom editions and
information on Emerson's life, contexts, and reception.
Part 2, "Approaches," provides suggestions for teaching
Emerson's works in a variety of courses, not only
literature but also creative writing, religion, digital
humanities, media studies, and environmental studies.
The essays in this section address Emerson's most
frequently anthologized works, such as Nature and "SelfReliance," along with other texts including sermons,
lectures, journals, and poems.
Originally published in 1987. Popular from its first
publication, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn remains at
the centre of heated controversy. Is it an adult novel or
juvenile fiction? Is Huck a new model hero from the West
or just another amoral prankster? Harold Beaver
reconciles these divergent views into a comprehensive
and lively critical account of the novel and the complex
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debates which surround it.
From Mahatma Gandhi and John F. Kennedy to Martin
Luther King and Leo Tolstoy, the works of Henry David
Thoreau – author, poet, philosopher, abolitionist,
naturalist, surveyor, schoolteacher, engineer – have long
been an inspiration to many. But who was the
unsophisticated young man who in 1837 became a
protégé of Ralph Waldo Emerson? The Adventures of
Henry Thoreau tells the colourful story of a complex man
seeking a meaningful life in a tempestuous era. In rich,
evocative prose Michael Sims brings to life the insecure,
youthful Henry, as he embarks on the path to becoming
the literary icon Thoreau. Using the letters and diaries of
Thoreau's family, friends and students, Michael Sims
charts his coming of age within a family struggling to rise
above poverty in 1830s America. From skating and
boating with Nathaniel Hawthorne, to travels with his
brother, John Thoreau, and the launching of their
progressive school, Sims paints a vivid portrait of the
young writer struggling to find his voice through
communing with nature, whether mountain climbing in
Maine or building his life-changing cabin at Walden
Pond. He explores Thoreau's infatuation with the
beautiful young woman who rejected his proposal of
marriage, the influence of his mother and sisters – who
were passionate abolitionists – and that of the powerful
cultural currents of the day. With emotion and texture,
The Adventures of Henry Thoreau sheds fresh light on
one of the most iconic figures in American history.
Robert Thorson gives readers a Thoreau for the
Anthropocene. The boatman and backyard naturalist
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was keenly aware of the way humans had altered the
waterways and meadows of his beloved Concord River
Valley. Yet he sought out for solace and pleasure those
river sites most dramatically altered by human invention
and intervention—for better and worse.

The years between 1780 and 1830 are vital decades
in the history of Irish writing in English. This book
charts the confluence of Enlightenment, antiquarian,
and romantic energies within Irish literary culture and
shows how different writers and genres absorbed,
dispersed and remade those interests during five
decades of political change. During those same
years, literature made its own history. By the 1840s,
Irish writing formed a recognizable body of work,
which later generations would draw on, quote,
anthologize and dispute. Questions raised by novels,
poems and plays of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries - the politics of language and
voice; the relationship between literature and locality;
the possibility of literature as a profession resonated for many Irish writers over the centuries
that followed and continue to matter today. This
comprehensive volume will be a key reference for
scholars and students of Irish literature and romantic
literary studies.
Bracken identifies and describes a substantial
portion of the currently available reference sources
in British and American literature with more than
1,500 resources on individual writers. Descriptive
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annotations offer thorough and detailed
assessments of the works.
Presents literary excerpts and readings which
analyze and debate the origin, interpretation and
validity of mythological theories
Examines the impact of Persian poetry in the work of
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Emerson in Iran is the first
full-length study of Persian influence in the work of
the seminal American poet, philosopher, and
translator, Ralph Waldo Emerson. Extending the
current trend in transnational studies back to the
figural origins of both the United States and Iran,
Roger Sedarat’s insightful comparative readings of
Platonism and Sufi mysticism reveal how Emerson
managed to reconcile through verse two countries so
seemingly different in religion and philosophy. By
tracking various rhetorical strategies through a close
interrogation of Emerson’s own writings on
language and literary appropriation, Sedarat
exposes the development of a latent but
considerable translation theory in the American
literary tradition. He further shows how generative
Persian poetry becomes during Emerson’s
nineteenth century, and how such formative effects
continue to influence contemporary American poetry
and verse translation. “This is the book, on this
subject, I have been waiting for. Indeed, Sedarat
goes further than satisfying curiosity about familiar
but undertheorized figures, texts, and traditions, he
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also reveals ones that I didn’t know I should know
and care about. His prose is at once lucid and
learned. He manages, with great tact and insight, to
move from poet to poet, poem to poem, line to line,
across time and tradition, so that the reader remains
oriented to the idea at hand, and, moreover, capable
of grasping its relevance to the project and its
broader significance for our thinking about the legacy
of Emerson’s writing and thought.” — David
LaRocca, author of Emerson’s English Traits and
the Natural History of Metaphor
In his study of Romantic naturalists and early
environmentalists, Dewey W. Hall asserts that
William Wordsworth and Ralph Waldo Emerson
were transatlantic literary figures who were both
influenced by the English naturalist Gilbert White. In
Part 1, Hall examines evidence that as Romantic
naturalists interested in meteorology, Wordsworth
and Emerson engaged in proto-environmental
activity that drew attention to the potential
consequences of the locomotive's incursion into
Windermere and Concord. In Part 2, Hall suggests
that Wordsworth and Emerson shaped the early
environmental movement through their work as
poets-turned-naturalists, arguing that Wordsworth
influenced Octavia Hill’s contribution to the founding
of the United Kingdom’s National Trust in 1895,
while Emerson inspired John Muir to spearhead the
United States’ National Parks movement in 1890.
Page 9/18

Online Library The Emerson Society Quarterly
Volume 20 1974
Hall’s book traces the connection from White as a
naturalist-turned-poet to Muir as the quintessential
early environmental activist who camped in
Yosemite with President Theodore Roosevelt.
Throughout, Hall raises concerns about the growth
of industrialization to make a persuasive case for
literature's importance to the rise of
environmentalism.
Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene is among
the most important literary products of the
Elizabethan age, and the vast sweep of its moral,
political and social concerns tells us more about the
age than any other work. This volume, first published
in 1989, offers detailed readings of each of the
poem’s seven books, along with introductory
chapters on Spenser’s career, and the roots of the
poem in the English and continental traditions.
Humphrey Tonkin pays particular attention to the
work’s political and cultural role and its contribution
to the development of Elizabethan ideology. A
comprehensive analysis, this reissue will be of
particular value to literature students and academics
alike.
Essays by Carlyle, James, Matthiessen, and other
nineteenthand twentieth-century literary figures illuminate
the general significance of Emerson's writings
Barbara L. Packer's long essay "The Transcendentalists"
is widely acknowledged by scholars of nineteenthcentury American literary history as the best-written,
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most comprehensive treatment to date of
Transcendentalism. Previously existing only as part of a
volume in the magisterial Cambridge History of American
Literature, it will now be available for the first time in a
stand-alone edition. Packer presents Transcendentalism
as a living movement, evolving out of such origins as
New England Unitarianism and finding early inspiration in
European Romanticism. Transcendentalism changed
religious beliefs, philosophical ideas, literary styles, and
political allegiances. In addition, it was a social
movement whose members collaborated on projects and
formed close personal ties. Transcendentalism contains
vigorous thought and expression throughout, says
Packer; only a study of the entire movement can explain
its continuing sway over American thought. Through
fresh readings of both the essential Transcendentalist
texts and the best current scholarship, Packer conveys
the movement's genuine expectations that its radical
spirituality not only would lead to personal perfection but
also would inspire solutions to such national problems as
slavery and disfranchisement. Here is
Transcendentalism in whole, with Emerson, Thoreau,
and Fuller restored to their place alongside such
contemporaries as Bronson Alcott, George Ripley, Jones
Very, Theodore Parker, James Freeman Clarke, Orestes
Brownson, and Frederick Henry Hedge.
Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible to
scholars, students, researchers, and general readers.
Rich with historical and cultural value, these works are
published unaltered from the original University of
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Minnesota Press editions. The books offered through
Minnesota Archive Editions are produced in limited
quantities according to customer demand and are
available through select distribution partners.
One of the greatest of all horror writers, Edgar Allan Poe
(1809-49) also composed pioneering tales that seized
upon the scientific developments of an era marked by
staggering change. In this collection of sixteen stories,
he explores such wide-ranging contemporary themes as
galvanism, time travel and resurrection of the dead. 'The
Unparalleled Adventure of One Hans Pfall' relates a
man's balloon journey to the moon with a combination of
scientific precision and astonishing fantasy. Elsewhere,
the boundaries between horror and science are elegantly
blurred in stories such as 'The Facts in the Case of M.
Valdemar', while the great essay 'Eureka' outlines Poe's
own interpretation of the universe. Powerfully influential
on later authors including Jules Verne, these works are
essential reading for anyone wishing to trace the
genealogy of science fiction, or to understand the
complexity of Poe's own creative vision
Complementing and extending a project begun by Lois
Vines, this book includes essays on Poe’s influence
abroad from Japanese author, Edogawa Rampo, to
Russian author, Nikolai Gogol, and takes a wider
perspective on Poe's influence by including essays on
Poe's impact on American authors from Harriet Jacobs
to Joyce Carol Oates.
The strange rhymes of Emily Dickinson's verse have
offended some readers, attracted others, and proved a
stumbling block for critics. In the first thorough analysis
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of the poet's rhyming practices, Judy Jo Small goes
beyond simple classification and enumeration to reveal
the aesthetic and semantic value of Dickinson's rhymes
and show how they help shape the meaning of her lyrics.
Considering Dickinson's rhyming technique in light of its
historical context, Small argues that the poet's radical
innovations were both an outgrowth of nineteenthcentury aesthetics ideas about the music of poetry and a
reaction against conventional constraints—not the least of
which was the image of the female poet as a songbird
pouring forth her soul's joys and sorrows in lyrical
melody. Unlike other scholars, Small attaches special
importance to Dickinson's own musical background.
Revealing Dickinson's auditory imagination as a primary
source of her poetic power, Small shows that sound is an
important subject in the verse and that the phonetic
texture contributes to the meaning. By looking closely at
individual poems, Small demonstrates that Dickinson's
deviations from "normal" rhyme schemes play a
significant part in her artistic design: her modulations and
dislocations of rhyme serve to structure the poems and
contribute to their dynamic shifts of mood and meaning.
Analyzing Dickinson's more daring experiments, Small
shows how the poet achieved uncanny effects with
fluctuating partial rhymes in some poems and with
homonymic puns in others. It is in the interplay between
the musical and the written aspects of Dickinson's
language, Small contends, that her poetry comes alive.
Small takes particular note of the use of rhyme at the
ends of poems, illustrating Dickinson's brilliant effects in
closing some poems decisively and in leaving others
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tantalizingly open-ended. Teaching us how to listen to
Dickinson's poems and not simply to scrutinize them on
paper,Positive as Soundis an innovative, lucidly written
book that contributes not only to Dickinson scholarship
but also to the general study of poetics.

Since Yvor Winters' famous denunciation of Ralph
Waldo Emerson and his writings in the 1930s, major
critics have been silent on the subject, and Emerson
scholars have generally avoided critical evaluation.
Hyatt H. Waggoner reopens the debate, arguing that
past criticism of Emerson has been limited by the
inevitable but unfortunate influences of cultural
relativism and personal taste. He suggests that by
concentrating on the stabilities, on the recognizably
similar patterns of response by critics to Emerson as
poet, one can arrive at a portrait that transcends
changing cultures and preferences. His book thus
combines a full critical re-evaluation of Emerson's
poetry with a thoughtful commentary on the ways in
which critics and readers approach poetry. Originally
published in 1975. The Princeton Legacy Library
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again
make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press.
These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access
to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands
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of books published by Princeton University Press
since its founding in 1905.
Although Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick is beloved
as one of the most profound and enduring works of
American fiction, we rarely consider it a work of
nature writing—or even a novel of the sea. Yet
Pulitzer Prize–winning author Annie Dillard avers
Moby-Dick is the “best book ever written about
nature,” and nearly the entirety of the story is set on
the waves, with scarcely a whiff of land. In fact,
Ishmael’s sea yarn is in conversation with the nature
writing of Emerson and Thoreau, and Melville
himself did much more than live for a year in a cabin
beside a pond. He set sail: to the far remote Pacific
Ocean, spending more than three years at sea
before writing his masterpiece in 1851. A revelation
for Moby-Dick devotees and neophytes alike,
Ahab’s Rolling Sea is a chronological journey
through the natural history of Melville’s novel. From
white whales to whale intelligence, giant squids,
barnacles, albatross, and sharks, Richard J. King
examines what Melville knew from his own
experiences and the sources available to a reader in
the mid-1800s, exploring how and why Melville might
have twisted what was known to serve his fiction.
King then climbs to the crow’s nest, setting Melville
in the context of the American perception of the
ocean in 1851—at the very start of the Industrial
Revolution and just before the publication of On the
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Origin of Species. King compares Ahab’s and
Ishmael’s worldviews to how we see the ocean
today: an expanse still immortal and sublime, but
also in crisis. And although the concept of
stewardship of the sea would have been entirely
foreign, if not absurd, to Melville, King argues that
Melville’s narrator Ishmael reveals his own
tendencies toward what we would now call
environmentalism. Featuring a coffer of illustrations
and an array of interviews with contemporary
scientists, fishers, and whale watch operators,
Ahab’s Rolling Sea offers new insight not only into a
cherished masterwork and its author but also into
our evolving relationship with the briny deep—from
whale hunters to climate refugees.
From the late nineteenth century to the middle of the
twentieth, George Santayana was a highly esteemed
and widely read writer of philosophy, poetry, essays,
memoirs, and even a best-selling novel, The Last
Puritan. After a period of relative neglect, interest in
his work has revived. A complete edited edition of
his works is in progress and he has become the
object of renewed scholarly activity. Contributing
significantly to the renewal was John McCormick's
1987 biography, the first full-scale volume to treat an
elusive figure's life and thought in the detail they
deserve. Santayana's life was rich in its interior and
outer associations. There was his birth and early
childhood in Spain followed by a move to Boston,
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where he came under the influence of William James
at Harvard. This led to his career at Harvard as a
professor, where Wallace Stevens, Robert Frost,
Conrad Aiken, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Walter
Lippmann were among his devoted students. We
see Santayana in correspondence and conversation
with Bertrand Russell, G.E. Moore, Ezra Pound, and
Robert Lowell. Predominant in Santayana's life was
his philosophical work. Hostile to the dominant
empiricism of Anglo-American philosophy, he left the
academy and remained detached from both the
political and ideological movements of early decades
of the twentieth century. McCormick relates his
skepticism and materialism to a form of idealism
deriving from his classical education in Plato and
Aristotle, together with his readings in Descartes and
Spinoza. He presents Santayana as a supreme
stylist in English, who lived a long life always
consistent with his stoic epicureanism.
This reference work covers both Herman Melville's
life and writings. It includes a biography and detailed
information on his works, on the important themes
contained therein, and on the significant people and
places in his life. The appendices include
suggestions for further reading of both literary and
cultural criticism, an essay on Melville's lasting
cultural influence, and information on both the
fictional ships in his works and the real-life ones on
which he sailed.
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This volume seeks to disentangle the limits and
possibilities of the tradition of civil disobedience: in
what circumstances is it right, or perhaps necessary,
to say "no"? The jurisprudential and philosophical
literature discussed here is truly enormous and
provides a complex and reliable overview of the
main problems.
Emerson's Sublime Science explores relationships
among Emerson's poetics, theory of the sublime,
and engagement with electromagnetism. The book
illustrates how Davy's chemistry and Faraday's
physics revealed to Emerson a sublime universe in
which matter is boundless electrical force. It argues
that Emerson translated this discovery into a sublime
writing style crafted to galvanize readers with the
insight that matter is energy. In illuminating
Emerson's project, this study also uncovers
connections among British Romanticism, American
Romanticism, and nineteenth-century science.
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