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The English Constitution
A classic study of the British constitution, paying special
attention to how Parliament and the monarchy work. The
author frequently draws comparisons with the American
Constitution, being generally critical of the American
system of government.
Why has U.S. security policy scarcely changed from the
Bush to the Obama administration? National Security
and Double Government offers a disquieting answer.
Michael J. Glennon challenges the myth that U.S.
security policy is still forged by America's visible,
"Madisonian institutions" - the President, Congress, and
the courts. Their roles, he argues, have become largely
illusory. Presidential control is now nominal,
congressional oversight is dysfunctional, and judicial
review is negligible. The book details the dramatic shift in
power that has occurred from the Madisonian institutions
to a concealed "Trumanite network" - the several
hundred managers of the military, intelligence,
diplomatic, and law enforcement agencies who are
responsible for protecting the nation and who have come
to operate largely immune from constitutional and
electoral restraints. Reform efforts face daunting
obstacles. Remedies within this new system of "double
government" require the hollowed-out Madisonian
institutions to exercise the very power that they lack.
Meanwhile, reform initiatives from without confront the
same pervasive political ignorance within the polity that
has given rise to this duality. The book sounds a
powerful warning about the need to resolve this dilemmaPage 1/13
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and the mortal threat posed to accountability,
democracy, and personal freedom if double government
persists. This paperback version features an Afterword
that addresses the emerging danger posed by populist
authoritarianism rejecting the notion that the security
bureaucracy can or should be relied upon to block it.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court
really allowed to do? This unique and handy guide
includes the documents that guide our government,
annotated with accessible explanations from one of
America's most esteemed constitutional scholars. Known
across the country for his appearance on The Daily
Show with Jon Stewart, Professor Richard Beeman is
one of the nation's foremost experts on the United States
Constitution. In this book, he has produced what every
American should have: a compact, fully annotated copy
of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and
amendments, all in their entirety. A marvel of
accessibility and erudition, the guide also features a
history of the making of the Constitution with excerpts
from The Federalist Papers and a look at crucial
Supreme Court cases that reminds us that the meaning
of many of the specific provisions of the Constitution has
changed over time. "Excellent . . . valuable and
judicious." -Jill Lepore, The New Yorker
Who governs Britain? Is Parliament sovereign? Who
chooses the Prime Minister? And who enforces the
rules? The United Kingdom is in the throes of political
and constitutional conflict. Tensions between different
Westminster and Holyrood, and between the UK and the
European Union, are part of a wider picture of
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constitutional flux. The United Kingdom is one of only
three nations that does not have the principal provisions
of the organs of state, nor is how they relate to one
another and to the citizen embodied in a single
document. Devolution and Brexit have given rise to calls
for a codified constitution, but the debate has taken place
against a background of confusion and uncertainty as to
existing constitutional arrangements. We must first
understand what already exists and how our constitution
works today. This deeply informed and elegantly written
book addresses the problems that have arisen in the
context of the greatest political crisis our country has
faced in decades.
The British constitution has grown organically in
response to changes in its economic, political, and social
environment, and is not contained in a single
authoritative text. In this Very Short Introduction, Martin
Loughlin examines the nature and authority of the
constitution, and its challenging prospects for the future.
The English Constitution
Paul Smith's edition of Bagehot's The English Constitution
contains the original 1867 edition, and introduction to the
1872 edition.
First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
'Constitutional history should, to my mind, be a history not of
parties but of institutions, not of struggles but of results ...' F.
W. Maitland's remarkable course of lectures provides the
basic framework of English constitutional history in a brief, but
original, scholarly and very readable form. His method is to
take five crucial periods and to present in each a panoramic
view of the processes of law and government; his attention is
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always fixed on the constitution as a growing fabric, as
something devised and employed by live human beings. And
in this work, as in all he subsequently wrote, Maitland shows
a rare combination of high speculative power with exact
knowledge of detail.
Praise for the previous editions “[A] slim guide to the
constitution of the United Kingdom that is both highly
readable and impressively thorough. It deserves a place on
undergraduate reading lists ... [students] will certainly find it
worth their while' Cambridge Law Journal “[The] written style
is admirably clear, conversational and free from jargon ... It
will be of immense interest to anybody with a general interest
in UK law, politics and history.” Times Higher Education This
timely new edition addresses the many constitutional changes
that have arisen since 2016 (including those brought about by
Brexit and the COVID-19 pandemic) whilst retaining its
hallmark features of clarity and concision. Adopting a
thematic approach, it discusses questions of history, sources
and conventions, the role of the Crown, Parliament and the
electoral system, government and the executive, the judiciary,
and the territorial distribution of power. In addition, it offers
analysis of the evolution of the UK's historic non-codified
constitution, its strengths and perceived weaknesses, and of
reform initiatives. Engaging with the central issues in play as
the UK enters a new chapter, it explores the impact on
devolved government, the principle of sovereignty, the role of
the courts and parliamentary reform. As well as providing a
contextual and authoritative overview of the principles,
doctrines and institutions that underpin the elusive
constitution, this study will allow students of law and politics,
both from the UK and abroad, to develop an informed view of
how it actually works.
The British constitution is regarded as unique among the
constitutions of the world. What are the main characteristics
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of Britain's peculiar constitutional arrangements? How has the
British constitution altered in response to the changing nature
of its state - from England, to Britain, to the United Kingdom?
What impact has the UK's developing relations with the
European Union caused? These are some of the questions
that Martin Loughlin addresses in this Very Short Introduction.
As a constitution, it is one that has grown organically in
response to changes in the economic, political, and social
environment, and which is not contained in a single
authoritative text. By considering the nature and authority of
the current British constitution, and placing it in the context of
others, Loughlin considers how the traditional idea of a
constitution came to be retained, what problems have been
generated as a result of adapting a traditional approach in a
modern political world, looking at what the future prospects
for the British constitution are. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Vivid and magisterial, The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen
reconfigures the rise of a modern world through the advent
and spread of written constitutions. A work of extraordinary
range and striking originality, The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen
traces the global history of written constitutions from the
1750s to the twentieth century, modifying accepted narratives
and uncovering the close connections between the making of
constitutions and the making of war. In the process, Linda
Colley both reappraises famous constitutions and recovers
those that have been marginalized but were central to the rise
of a modern world. She brings to the fore neglected sites,
such as Corsica, with its pioneering constitution of 1755, and
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tiny Pitcairn Island in the Pacific, the first place on the globe
permanently to enfranchise women. She highlights the role of
unexpected players, such as Catherine the Great of Russia,
who was experimenting with constitutional techniques with
her enlightened Nakaz decades before the Founding Fathers
framed the American constitution. Written constitutions are
usually examined in relation to individual states, but Colley
focuses on how they crossed boundaries, spreading into six
continents by 1918 and aiding the rise of empires as well as
nations. She also illumines their place not simply in law and
politics but also in wider cultural histories, and their intimate
connections with print, literary creativity, and the rise of the
novel. Colley shows how—while advancing epic revolutions
and enfranchising white males—constitutions frequently
served over the long nineteenth century to marginalize
indigenous people, exclude women and people of color, and
expropriate land. Simultaneously, though, she investigates
how these devices were adapted by peoples and activists
outside the West seeking to resist European and American
power. She describes how Tunisia generated the first modern
Islamic constitution in 1861, quickly suppressed, but an
influence still on the Arab Spring; how Africanus Horton of
Sierra Leone—inspired by the American Civil War—devised
plans for self-governing nations in West Africa; and how
Japan’s Meiji constitution of 1889 came to compete with
Western constitutionalism as a model for Indian, Chinese,
and Ottoman nationalists and reformers. Vividly written and
handsomely illustrated, The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen is an
absorbing work that—with its pageant of formative wars,
powerful leaders, visionary lawmakers and committed
rebels—retells the story of constitutional government and the
evolution of ideas of what it means to be modern.

Like the immensely successful previous edition of this
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highly respected work, this new edition has been jointly
prepared and thorough updated by Colin Turpin and
Adam Tomkins. It takes fully into account constitutional
developments under the coalition government and
examines the most recent case law of the Supreme
Court, the European Court of Justice and the European
Court of Human Rights. While it includes extensive
material and commentary on contemporary constitutional
practice, the book covers the historical traditions and the
continuity of the British constitution as well as the current
tide of change. Designed principally for law students, the
book includes substantial extracts from parliamentary
and other political sources, as well as from legislation
and case law, making it ideal for politics and government
students. With its fresh design it provides a full yet
accessible account of the British constitution at a
fascinating moment in its ongoing development.
The English Constitution By Walter Bagehot The English
Constitution is a book by Walter Bagehot. First serialised
in The Fortnightly Review between 15 May 1865 and 1
January 1867, and later published in book form in the
latter year. It explores the constitution of the United
Kingdom, specifically the functioning of Parliament and
the British monarchy, and the contrasts between British
and American government. The book became a standard
work which was translated into several languages. While
Walter Bagehot's references to the Parliament of the
United Kingdom have become dated, his observations
on the monarchy are seen as central to the
understanding of the principles of constitutional
monarchy.
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A lot has happened to the UK Constitution in the last
seven years. We've witnessed the UK's exit from the EU,
further devolution to Scotland and Wales, a number of
prominent cases by the Supreme Court, two early
parliamentary general elections, major governmental
defeats and two Prime Ministerial resignations. Alison
Young has built on the text of Colin Turpin and Adam
Tomkins' earlier edition, keeping their unique historical
and contextual approach, whilst bringing the material up
to date with more contemporary examples, including
references to Brexit, the recent prorogation and Brexit
case law, and the Covid-19 pandemic. The book
continues to include substantial extracts from
parliamentary and other political sources as well as from
legislation and case law. It also provides a full yet
accessible account of the British constitution at the
culmination of a series of dramatic events, on the
threshold of possible further constitutional reform.
How and why did Americans conceive a republic built on
individual liberty, in an era or oppressive monarchies?
The author explores the origins of the rights and liberties
which the Constitution protects. He tells the story of the
revolutionary journey from British colonies to a nation
with the world's first written Constitution.
Contents Include: A Conversation - Introductory - The
Spirit of Law - The Classical Plan - Cabinet and Party The King - The Crown - Councils and Officers Parliament - The Liberties of the Subject - L'Envoi
There is a great difficulty in the way of a writer who
attempts to sketch a living Constitution-a Constitution
that is in actual work and power. The difficulty is that the
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object is in constant change. An historical writer does not
feel this difficulty: he deals only with the past; he can say
definitely, the Constitution worked in such and such a
manner in the year at which he begins, and in a manner
in such and such respects different in the year at which
he ends; he begins with a definite point of time and ends
with one also. But a contemporary writer who tries to
paint what is before him is puzzled and a perplexed:
what he sees is changing daily. He must paint it as it
stood at some one time, or else he will be putting side by
side in his representations things which never were
contemporaneous in reality.

This book aims to provide a stimulating text for both
academics and students; advancing a series of
original ideas about the English constitution.
The last decade has seen radical changes in the
way we are governed. Reforms such as the Human
Rights Act and devolution have led to the
replacement of one constitutional order by another.
This book is the first to describe and analyse
Britain's new constitution, asking why it was that the
old system, seemingly hallowed by time, came under
challenge, and why it is being replaced. The Human
Rights Act and the devolution legislation have the
character of fundamental law. They in practice limit
the rights of Westminster as a sovereign parliament,
and establish a constitution which is quasi-federal in
nature. The old constitution emphasised the
sovereignty of Parliament. The new constitution, by
contrast, emphasisesPage
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territorially and at the centre of government. The aim
of constitutional reformers has been to improve the
quality of government. But the main weakness of the
new constitution is that it does little to secure more
popular involvement in politics. We are in the
process of becoming a constitutional state, but not a
popular constitutional state. The next phase of
constitutional reform, therefore, is likely to involve
the creation of new forms of democratic
engagement, so that our constitutional forms come
to be more congruent with the social and political
forces of the age. The end-point of this piecemeal
process might well be a fully codified or written
constitution which declares that power stems not
from the Queen-in Parliament, but, instead, as in so
many constitutions, from `We, the People'. The old
British constitution was analysed by Bagehot and
Dicey. In this book Vernon Bogdanor charts the
significance of what is coming to replace it. The
expenses scandal shows up grave defects in the
British constitution. Vernon Bogdanor shows how the
constitution can be reformed and the political system
opened up in`The New British Constitution'.
Originally published in 1935, this book presents
English constitutional documents from the period
1307 to 1485 organised into three main sections:
central government, the church and local
government. These sections are subdivided into
smaller categories, such as 'The Crown' and
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'Parliament', with each category containing a brief
editorial introduction. A complete list of documents
used is included at the beginning of the text, and
extensive notes are incorporated throughout.
Glossaries of French and Latin words are also
provided. This book will be of value to anyone with
an interest in medieval history and the development
of the English constitution.
A bravura critique of the traditional interpretation of
the British constitution. The book demolishes many
of the myths surrounding it, but also goes on to
suggest a constructive alternative.
The English Constitution is a book by Walter
Bagehot. First serialised in The Fortnightly Review, it
explores the constitution of the United Kingdom,
specifically the functioning of Parliament and the
British monarchy, and the contrasts between British
and American government.
This book charts the writing of the English
constitution through the work of four of the most
influential jurists in the history of English
constitutional thought—Edmund Burke, Thomas
Babington Macaulay, Walter Bagehot and Albert
Venn Dicey. Stretching from the French Revolution
to the death of Queen Victoria, their writing is both
representative of and formative to the Victorian
constitution. Ian Ward traces how constitutional
writing changed over the course of the long
nineteenth century, from the poetics of Burke and
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the romance of Macaulay, to the pragmatism of
Bagehot and the jurisprudence of Dicey. A century
on, our perception of the English constitution is still
shaped by this contested history.
In the latter part of the nineteenth century Walter
Bagehot wrote a classic account of the British
constitution as it had developed during Queen
Victoria's reign. He argued that the late Victorian
constitution was not at all what people thought it
was. Anthony King argues that the same is true at
the beginning of this century. Most people are aware
that a series of major constitutional changes has
taken place, but few recognize that their cumulative
effect has been to change entirely the nature of
Britain's constitutional structure. The old constitution
has gone. The author insists that the new
constitution is a mess, but one that we should
probably try to make the best of. The British
Constitution is neither a reference book nor a
textbook. Like Bagehot's classic, it is written with wit
and mordant humour - by someone who is a
journalist and political commentator as well as a
distinguished academic. The author maintains that,
although the new British constitution is a mess, there
is no going back now. 'As always', he says,
'nostalgia is a good companion but a bad guide.'
Highly charged issues that remain to be settled
concern the relations between Scotland and England
and the future of the House of Lords. A reformed
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House of Lords, the author fears, could wind up
comprising 'a miscellaneous assemblage of party
hacks, political careerists, clapped-out retired or
defeated MPs, has-beens, never-were's and nevercould-possibly-be's'. The book is a Bagehot for the
twenty-first century - the product of a lifetime's
reflection on British politics and essential reading for
anyone interested in how the British system has
changed and how it is likely to change in future
An analysis of how constitutional monarchy functions
in a modern democracy, showing how it serves to
stabilize and sustain democratic government. The
book offers reflections on the future of the monarchy,
based firmly upon its history.
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