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Explore Sanskrit literature, the classical language of India, representing a rich cultural tradition from the time of the Vedas in the
second millennium BC until Late Antiquity. The leading works of Indian epic poetry are the ‘Ramayana’ and the ‘Mahabharata’,
as well as The Five Great Epics of Tamil Literature and Sangam literature. These texts are among some of the oldest surviving
epic poems ever written. The Delphi Poets Series offers readers the works of literature's finest poets, with superior formatting. This
volume presents a comprehensive range of Sanskrit epics, including the complete ‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabharata’, with
illustrations and the usual Delphi bonus material. (Version 1) * Beautifully illustrated with images relating to the leading works of
Sanskrit epic poetry * Concise introduction to the epic poems * Complete ‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabharata’, with scholarly
footnotes * Excellent formatting of the poems * Rare other Sanskrit epics appearing for the first time in digital publishing - explore
the rich heritage of Sanskrit literature * Easily locate the sections you want to read * Features a biography on the leading poet
Kalidasa * Bonus text of Arthur Anthony Macdonell’s ‘A History of Sanskrit Literature’ * Scholarly ordering of texts into
chronological order and literary genres Please visit www.delphiclassics.com to see our wide range of poet titles CONTENTS: The
Hindu Itihasa Ramayana by Valmiki (Translated by Ralph Thomas Hotchkin) Mahabharata by Vyasa (Translated by Kisari Mohan
Ganguli) Other Sanskrit Epics Buddhacharita by Asvaghosa (Translated by E. B. Cowell) Saundarananda by Asvaghosa
(Translated by E. H. Johnston) Selections from ‘Raghuvamsha’ by Kalidasa (Translated by Arthur W. Ryder) Selections from
‘Kumarasambhava’ by Kalidasa (Translated by Arthur W. Ryder) Shishupala Vadha by Magha (Cantos I-IV) (Translated by M. S.
Bhandare) Kiratarjuniya by Bharavi (Translated by Romesh Chunder Dutt) Bhattikavya by Bhatti (Canto I) (Anonymous translation
1867) The Biographies A History of Sanskrit Literature by Arthur Anthony Macdonell Kalidasa: His Life and Writings by Arthur W.
Ryder Please visit www.delphiclassics.com to browse through our range of poetry titles or buy the entire Delphi Poets Series as a
Super Set
The ancient civilization of Mesopotamia thrived between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates over 4,000 years ago. The myths
collected here, originally written in cuneiform on clay tablets, include parallels with the biblical stories of the Creation and the
Flood, and the famous Epic of Gilgamesh, the tale of a man of great strength, whose heroic quest for immortality is dashed
through one moment of weakness. Recent developments in Akkadian grammar and lexicography mean that this new translation,
complete with notes, a glossary of deities, place-names, and key terms, and illustrations of the mythical monsters featured in the
text, will replace all other versions. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the
widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing
the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes
to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
The story of Gilgamesh, an ancient epic poem written on clay tablets in a cuneiform alphabet, is as fascinating and moving as it is
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crucial to our ability to fathom the time and the place in which it was written. Gardner's version restores the poetry of the text and
the lyricism that is lost in the earlier, almost scientific renderings. The principal theme of the poem is a familiar one: man's
persistent and hopeless quest for immortality. It tells of the heroic exploits of an ancient ruler of the walled city of Uruk named
Gilgamesh. Included in its story is an account of the Flood that predates the Biblical version by centuries. Gilgamesh and his
companion, a wild man of the woods named Enkidu, fight monsters and demonic powers in search of honor and lasting fame.
When Enkidu is put to death by the vengeful goddess Ishtar, Gilgamesh travels to the underworld to find an answer to his grief and
confront the question of mortality.
The Epic of Gilgamesh is the world's oldest epic masterpiece.
The former U.S. Poet Laureate contemplates life, death, and the view from his window in these “alternately lyrical and laugh-outloud funny” essays (The New York Times). From an early age, Donald Hall dedicated his life to the written word. In his long and
celebrated career, he was an accomplished poet, essayist, memoirist, dramatist, and children’s author. Now, in the “unknown,
unanticipated galaxy” of very old age, his essays continue to startle, move, and delight. In Essays After Eighty, Hall ruminates on
his past: “thirty was terrifying, forty I never noticed because I was drunk, fifty was best with a total change of life, sixty extended
the bliss of fifty . . .” He also addresses his present: “When I turned eighty and rubbed testosterone on my chest, my beard roared
like a lion and gained four inches.” Most memorably, Hall writes about his enduring love affair with his ancestral Eagle Pond Farm
and with the writing life that sustains him every day: “Yesterday my first nap was at 9:30 a.m., but when I awoke I wrote again.”
“Deliciously readable…Donald Hall, if abandoned by the muse of poetry, has wrought his prose to a keen autumnal edge.” —The
Wall Street Journal
This epic poem is the oldest known to exist in history, predating Homer's Iliad by about 1500 years. Gilgamesh, the hero, discovers
he has godly blood, so sets out on a journey to the land of the gods in an attempt to gain entry. It is of ancient Sumerian origin,
from the land called Mesopotamia. It is an important work for those studying ancient literature, history and mythology. This
Babylonian version is one of the oldest known, if not the oldest. Later renditions are more common and seem to embellish the
story, so this work is important for serious researchers. From the standpoint of literature alone, it is also an interesting tale that is
enjoyable to read.
A new verse rendering of the great epic of ancient Mesopotamia, one of the oldest works in Western Literature. Ferry makes
Gilgamesh available in the kind of energetic and readable translation that Robert Fitzgerald and Richard Lattimore have provided
for readers in their translations of Homer and Virgil.
Enkidu is created by the gods to challenge the arrogant King Gilgamesh, but instead of killing each other, the two become
friends.JTravelling together to the Cedar Forest, they fight and slay the evil monster Humbaba.JBut when Enkidu is killed, his
death haunts and breaks the mighty Gilgamesh, who resolves to find the secret of eternal life.
Here she comes again our aging Joan of Arc, mercilessly stripping away the veneer covering the serdid world of genealogy; teeth bared, mop
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& blender at the ready-motherhood & America on the line-shets out to do battle with the dragons of genealogy. Disguised as an ordinary
person, she penetrates the inner sanctum of American genealogy, smoking out baloney & quackery in the lecture halls, exposing hidden
meanings & dark purposes at wingdings in such innocent-seeming places as Ohio & California, confronting Armageddon itself in the streets
of San Francisco, & generally raising doubts about the sanity of the universe. With a swipe at foreigners, computer freaks, reluctant letterwriters, & certain best-forgotten ancestors, our good lady is uncompromising in her single-minded devotion to flushing out flummery &
humbug. But does she succeed? Does good triumph over evil in the garden of genealogy? Or all the dark forces of earnest endeavor gain the
upper hand?
Book Excerptsity of Pennsylvania Museum purchased this second tablet of the Gilgamesh Series, Yale University obtained a tablet from the
same dealer, which turned out to be a continuation of the University of Pennsylvania tablet. That the two belong to the same edition of the
Epic is shown by their agreement in the dark brown color of the clay, in the writing as well as in the size of the tablet, though the characters
on the Yale tablet are somewhat cramped and in consequence more difficult to read. Both tablets consist of six columns, three on the
obverse and three on the reverse. The measurements of both are about the same, the Pennsylvania tablet being estimated at about 7 inches
high, as against 7 2/16 inches for the Yale tablet, while the width of both is 6 1/2 inches. The Yale tablet is, however, more closely written and
therefore has a larger number of lines than the Pennsylvania tablet. The colophon to the Yale tablet is unfortunately missing, but from internal
evidence it is quite certain that the Yale tablet fo
More or less 150 years after Homer's Iliad, Sappho lived on the island of Lesbos, west off the coast of what is present Turkey. Little remains
today of her writings, which are said to have filled nine papyrus rolls in the great library at Alexandria some 500 years after her death. The
surviving texts consist of a lamentably small and fragmented body of lyric poetry - among them poems of invocation, desire, spite,
celebration, resignation and remembrance - that nevertheless enables us to hear the living voice of the poet Plato called the tenth Muse. This
is a new translation of her surviving poetry.
National Book Award Finalist: The most widely read and enduring interpretation of this ancient Babylonian epic. One of the oldest and most
universal stories known in literature, the epic of Gilgamesh presents the grand, timeless themes of love and death, loss and reparations,
within the stirring tale of a hero-king and his doomed friend. A National Book Award finalist, Herbert Mason’s retelling is at once a triumph of
scholarship, a masterpiece of style, and a labor of love that grew out of the poet’s long affinity with the original. “Mr. Mason’s version is the
one I would recommend to the first-time reader.” —Victor Howes, The Christian Science Monitor “Like the Tolkien cycle, this poem will be
read with profit and joy for generations to come.” —William Alfred, Harvard University
The story of one man's triumph over a legendary monster, Beowulf marks the beginning of Anglo-Saxon literature as we know it today. This
Enriched Classic includes: • A concise introduction that gives readers important background information • A timeline of significant events that
provides the book's historical context • An outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own interpretations • Detailed
explanatory notes • Critical analysis and modern perspectives on the work • Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book
group interaction • A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader's experience Enriched Classics offer readers
affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched
Classics enables readers to appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential. Series edited by Cynthia
Brantley Johnson
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An English-language rendering of the world's oldest epic follows the journey of conquest and self-discovery by the king of Uruk, in an edition
that includes an introduction that places the story in its historical and cultural context.
The Tain Bo Cuailnge, centre-piece of the eighth-century Ulster cycle of heroic tales, is Ireland's greatest epic. It tells the story of a great
cattle-raid, the invasion of Ulster by the armies of Medb and Ailill, queen and king of Connacht, and their allies, seeking to carry off the great
Brown Bull of Cuailnge. The hero of the tale is Cuchulainn, the Hound of Ulster, who resists the invaders single-handed while Ulster's
warriors lie sick. Thomas Kinsella presents a complete and living version of the story. His translation is based on the partial texts in two
medieval manuscripts, with elements from other versions, and adds a group of related stories which prepare for the action of the Tain.
Illustrated with brush drawings by Louis le Brocquy, this edition provides a combination of medieval epic and modern art.
Based on contrasting characterization and narrative logic between the central Huwawa episode and the remaining material for the earliest
Akkadian Gilgamesh, this book challenges the accepted notion that the famous epic was composed without recourse to a previous Akkadian
narrative.

How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content) Illustrated About
The Epic of Gilgamesh by Anonymous The Epic of Gilgamesh is an epic poem from ancient Mesopotamia that is often
regarded as the earliest surviving great work of literature. The literary history of Gilgamesh begins with five Sumerian
poems about 'Bilgamesh' (Sumerian for 'Gilgamesh'), king of Uruk, dating from the Third Dynasty of Ur (circa 2100 BC).
These independent stories were later used as source material for a combined epic. The first surviving version of this
combined epic, known as the "Old Babylonian" version, dates to the 18th century BC and is titled after its incipit, Sh?tur
eli sharr? ("Surpassing All Other Kings"). Only a few tablets of it have survived. The later "Standard" version dates from
the 13th to the 10th centuries BC and bears the incipit Sha naqba ?muru ("He who Saw the Deep", in modern terms: "He
who Sees the Unknown"). Approximately two thirds of this longer, twelve-tablet version have been recovered. Some of
the best copies were discovered in the library ruins of the 7th-century BC Assyrian king Ashurbanipal. The first half of the
story discusses Gilgamesh, king of Uruk, and Enkidu, a wild man created by the gods to stop Gilgamesh from oppressing
the people of Uruk. After an initial fight, Gilgamesh and Enkidu become close friends. Together, they journey to the Cedar
Mountain and defeat Humbaba, its monstrous guardian. Later they kill the Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar
sends to punish Gilgamesh for spurning her advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to
death. In the second half of the epic, distress about Enkidu's death causes Gilgamesh to undertake a long and perilous
journey to discover the secret of eternal life. He eventually learns that "Life, which you look for, you will never find. For
when the gods created man, they let death be his share, and life withheld in their own hands".[1][2] However, because of
his great building projects, his account of Siduri's advice, and what the immortal man Utnapishtim told him about the
Great Flood, Gilgamesh's fame survived his death. His story has been translated into many languages, and in recent
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years has featured in works of popular fiction.
Adventurers, explorers, kings, gods, and goddesses come to life in this riveting story of the first great epic—lost to the
world for 2,000 years, and rediscovered in the nineteenth century Composed by a poet and priest in Middle Babylonia
around 1200 bce, The Epic of Gilgamesh foreshadowed later stories that would become as fundamental as any in human
history, The Odyssey and the Bible. But in 600 bce, the clay tablets that bore the story were lost—buried beneath ashes
and ruins when the library of the wild king Ashurbanipal was sacked in a raid. The Buried Book begins with the
rediscovery of the epic and its deciphering in 1872 by George Smith, a brilliant self-taught linguist who created a
sensation when he discovered Gilgamesh among the thousands of tablets in the British Museum's collection. From there
the story goes backward in time, all the way to Gilgamesh himself. Damrosch reveals the story as a literary bridge
between East and West: a document lost in Babylonia, discovered by an Iraqi, decoded by an Englishman, and
appropriated in novels by both Philip Roth and Saddam Hussein. This is an illuminating, fast-paced tale of history as it
was written, stolen, lost, and—after 2,000 years, countless battles, fevered digs, conspiracies, and revelations—finally
found.
Edwin Morgans verse play translation of the Sumerian epic of Gilgamesh brings an ancient story to life in a supple,
vigorous idiom that moves easily between ritual, comedy and moments of intense beauty. Here a god-king, a great city
builder, learns the timeless truth that the only immortality lies in what will be remembered and recorded of his actions.
Gilgameshs quest takes him, and the audience, on a journey through a world that is both mythic and familiar, inhabited
by terrifying demons and disappeared political prisoners, by gods and singing transvestites and a Glaswegian jester and
by Enkidu, the beloved child of nature who dies of a virus in the blood, through whom Gilgamesh learns to understand
the meaning of loss.
Collects translations of poems from throughout the author's career, including several new translations, including her
entire final collection in English for the first time.
Interprets the poetic meaning of the Iliad in relation to the heroic literature of the Ancient Near East.
N. K. Sandars's landmark translation of one of the first and greatest works of Western literature A Penguin Classic
Gilgamesh, King of Uruk, and his companion Enkidu are the only heroes to have survived from the ancient literature of
Babylon, immortalized in this epic poem that dates back to the third millennium BC. Together they journey to the Spring
of Youth, defeat the Bull of Heaven and slay the monster Humbaba. When Enkidu dies, Gilgamesh’s grief and fear of
death are such that they lead him to undertake a quest for eternal life. A timeless tale of morality, tragedy and pure
adventure, The Epic of Gilgamesh is a landmark literary exploration of man’s search for immortality. N. K. Sandars’s
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lucid, accessible translation is prefaced by a detailed introduction that examines the narrative and historical context of the
work. In addition, there is a glossary of names and a map of the Ancient Orient. For more than seventy years, Penguin
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a drink, you have the past in a glass. You can likely find them all
in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, cola. Line them up on the counter, and there you have it: thousands
of years of human history in six drinks. Tom Standage opens a window onto the past in this tour of six beverages that
remain essentials today. En route he makes fascinating forays into the byways of western culture: Why were ancient
Egyptians buried with beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink than beer by the Romans? How did rum grog
help the British navy defeat Napoleon? What is the relationship between coffee and revolution? And how did Coca-Cola
become the number one poster-product for globalization decades before the term was even coined?
The world's oldest work of literature, the Epic of Gilgamesh recounts the adventures of the semimythical Sumerian king
of Uruk and his ultimately futile quest for immortality after the death of his friend and companion, Enkidu, a wildman sent
by the gods. Gilgamesh was deified by the Sumerians around 2500 BCE, and his tale as we know it today was codified in
cuneiform tablets around 1750 BCE and continued to influence ancient cultures—whether in specific incidents like a worldconsuming flood or in its quest structure—into Roman times. The epic was, however, largely forgotten, until the cuneiform
tablets were rediscovered in 1872 in the British Museum's collection of recently unearthed Mesopotamian artifacts. In the
decades that followed its translation into modern languages, the Epic of Gilgamesh has become a point of reference
throughout Western culture. In Gilgamesh among Us, Theodore Ziolkowski explores the surprising legacy of the poem
and its hero, as well as the epic’s continuing influence in modern letters and arts. This influence extends from Carl
Gustav Jung and Rainer Maria Rilke's early embrace of the epic's significance—"Gilgamesh is tremendous!" Rilke wrote to
his publisher's wife after reading it—to its appropriation since World War II in contexts as disparate as operas and
paintings, the poetry of Charles Olson and Louis Zukofsky, novels by John Gardner and Philip Roth, and episodes of Star
Trek: The Next Generation and Xena: Warrior Princess. Ziolkowski sees fascination with Gilgamesh as a reflection of
eternal spiritual values—love, friendship, courage, and the fear and acceptance of death. Noted writers, musicians, and
artists from Sweden to Spain, from the United States to Australia, have adapted the story in ways that meet the social
and artistic trends of the times. The spirit of this capacious hero has absorbed the losses felt in the immediate postwar
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period and been infused with the excitement and optimism of movements for gay rights, feminism, and environmental
consciousness. Gilgamesh is at once a seismograph of shifts in Western history and culture and a testament to the
verities and values of the ancient epic.
"The Babylonian Gilgamesh epic is the oldest long poem in the world, with a history going back four thousand years. It tells the
fascinating and moving story of Gilgamesh's heroic deeds and lonely quest for immortality. This book collects for the first time all
the known sources in the original cuneiform, including many fragments never published before. The author's personal study of
every available fragment has produced a definitive edition and translation, complete with comprehensive introductory chapters that
place the poem and its hero in context."--Publisher's description.
The stories translated here all of ancient Mesopotamia, and include not only myths about the Creation and stories of the Flood, but
also the longest and greatest literary composition, the Epic of Gilgamesh. This is the story of a heroic quest for fame and
immortality, pursued by a man of great strength who loses a unique opportunity through a moment's weakness. So much has been
discovered in recent years both by way of new tablets and points of grammar and lexicography that these new translations by
Stephanie Dalley supersede all previous versions. -- from back cover.
The Epic of Gilgamesh is among the earliest surviving works of literature, with the earliest versions dating from around the Third
Dynasty of Ur in early Sumeria (2150-2000 BC). Preserved in Cuneiform, the Epic was retold over the centuries, and the most
complete version was discovered in the ruins of the library palace of the seventh century BC Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal. The
Epic is most notable as being the obvious source of the biblical story of Noah and the flood. The Epic tells the story of the king of
Uruk, Gilgamesh, and his adventures with his erstwhile foe and then friend, Enkidu. Together they journey to the Cedar Mountain
to defeat Humbaba, its monstrous guardian, then they kill the Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish Gilgamesh
for spurning her advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to death. Gilgamesh then sets out to
avoid his friend's fate and seek the secret to eternal life, a quest in which he is ultimately thwarted. Contains original author's
preface and a new overview of the storyline. Contents Author's Preface Overview of the Storyline of the Epic of Gilgamesh The
First Tablet: Of the Tyranny of Gilgamesh, and the Creation of Enkidu The Second Tablet: Of the Meeting of Gilgamesh and
Enkidu The Third Tablet: The Expedition to the Forest of Cedars against Humbaba The Fourth Tablet: The Arrival at the Gate of
the Forest The Fifth Tablet: Of the Fight with Humbaba The Sixth Tablet: Of the Goddess Ishtar, Who Fell In Love with the Hero
after His Exploit against Humbaba The Seventh Tablet: The Death of Enkidu The Eighth Tablet: Of the Mourning of Gilgamesh,
and What Came of It The Ninth Tablet: Gilgamesh in Terror of Death Seeks Eternal Life The Tenth Tablet: How Gilgamesh
Reached Uta-Napishtim The Eleventh Tablet: The Flood The Twelfth Tablet: Gilgamesh, In Despair, Enquires of the Dead
2016 Reprint of 1909 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition Software. Originally
published as "The Instruction of Ptah-Hotep" and also as "The Maxims of Ptahhotep," the work is believed by some scholars to be
the oldest book in the world. Authorship is attributed to Ptahhotep, a vizier under King Isesi of the Egyptian Fifth Dynasty (ca.
Page 7/11

Acces PDF The Epic Of Gilgamesh Anonymous
2414-2375 BC). It is a collection of maxims and advice in the sebayt ("teaching") genre on human relations and are provided as
instruction for his son. The work survives today in papyrus copies, including the Prisse Papyrus which dates from the Middle
Kingdom and is on display at the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris. There are considerable differences between the Prisse Papyrus
version and the two texts at the British Museum. The 1906 translation by Battiscombe Gunn, published as part of the "Wisdom of
the East" series and which is reprinted here, was made directly from the Prisse Papyrus, in Paris, rather than from copies. Some
lessons include: Learning by listening to everybody and knowing that human knowledge is never perfect are a leitmotif. Avoiding
open conflict wherever possible should not be considered weakness. Justice should be pursued and in the end it will be a god's
command that prevails. Greed is the base of all evil and should be guarded against, while generosity towards family and friends is
praiseworthy."
View every book in the Penguin Epics series. This beautiful limited edition boxed set contains the stunningly designed new
Penguin Epics series: twenty short tales of human adventure, legend and myth. Penguin Epics depict the most extreme acts of
heroism, ambition, bravery and violence, and in doing so they reveal mankind's most profound aspirations and darkest fears. From
the rip-roaring exploits of Alexander the Great, through Dante's terrifying description of the Descent into Hell, to the swashbuckling
adventures of Sindbad, these works will take the reader on a journey through the most astonishing and heroic legends of the past
four-and-a-half thousand years of literature. The boxed set includes: The Epic of Gilgamesh Exodus Odysseus Returns Home
Homer Xerxes Invades Greece Herodotus The Sea, The Sea Xenophon The Abduction of Sita Jason and the Golden Fleece
Apollonius The Destruction of Troy Virgil The Serpent's Teeth Ovid The Fall of Jerusalem Josephus The Madness of Nero Tacitus
Cupid and Psyche Apuleius The Legendary Adventures of Alexander the Great Beowulf Siegfried's Murder Sagas and Myths of
the Northmen The Sunjata Story The Descent into Hell Dante King Arthur's Last Battle Malory The Voyages of Sindbad
@UrukRockCity All the ladies want to get it on now that I've slain the demon. But I must decline. I'm a clean man these days. I just
can't win with women. Before, nailing all the ladies was bad. Now I refuse to seduce, and the Gods send a giant bull to kill me?
From
Why buy our paperbacks? Expedited shipping High Quality Paper Made in USA Standard Font size of 10 for all books 30 Days
Money Back Guarantee BEWARE of Low-quality sellers Don't buy cheap paperbacks just to save a few dollars. Most of them use
low-quality papers & binding. Their pages fall off easily. Some of them even use very small font size of 6 or less to increase their
profit margin. It makes their books completely unreadable. How is this book unique? Unabridged (100% Original content) Font
adjustments & biography included Illustrated The Epic of Gilgamesh by Anonymous The Epic of Gilgamesh is an epic poem from
ancient Mesopotamia that is often regarded as the earliest surviving great work of literature. The literary history of Gilgamesh
begins with five Sumerian poems about 'Bilgamesh' (Sumerian for 'Gilgamesh'), king of Uruk, dating from the Third Dynasty of Ur
(circa 2100 BC). These independent stories were later used as source material for a combined epic. The first surviving version of
this combined epic, known as the "Old Babylonian" version, dates to the 18th century BC and is titled after its incipit, Shutur eli
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sharri ("Surpassing All Other Kings"). Only a few tablets of it have survived. The later "Standard" version dates from the 13th to the
10th centuries BC and bears the incipit Sha naqba imuru ("He who Saw the Deep", in modern terms: "He who Sees the
Unknown"). Approximately two thirds of this longer, twelve-tablet version have been recovered. Some of the best copies were
discovered in the library ruins of the 7th-century BC Assyrian king Ashurbanipal. The first half of the story discusses Gilgamesh,
king of Uruk, and Enkidu, a wild man created by the gods to stop Gilgamesh from oppressing the people of Uruk. After an initial
fight, Gilgamesh and Enkidu become close friends. Together, they journey to the Cedar Mountain and defeat Humbaba, its
monstrous guardian. Later they kill the Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish Gilgamesh for spurning her
advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to death. In the second half of the epic, distress about
Enkidu's death causes Gilgamesh to undertake a long and perilous journey to discover the secret of eternal life. He eventually
learns that "Life, which you look for, you will never find. For when the gods created man, they let death be his share, and life
withheld in their own hands". However, because of his great building projects, his account of Siduri's advice, and what the
immortal man Utnapishtim told him about the Great Flood, Gilgamesh's fame survived his death. His story has been translated into
many languages, and in recent years has featured in works of popular fiction.
The Epic of Gilgamesh is an epic poem from ancient Mesopotamia. It tells the story Gilgamesh, king of Uruk, and Enkidu, a wild
man created by the gods to stop him oppressing the people of Uruk. This Xist Classics edition has been professionally formatted
for e-readers with a linked table of contents. This eBook also contains a bonus book club leadership guide and discussion
questions. We hope you’ll share this book with your friends, neighbors and colleagues and can’t wait to hear what you have to
say about it. Xist Publishing is a digital-first publisher. Xist Publishing creates books for the touchscreen generation and is
dedicated to helping everyone develop a lifetime love of reading, no matter what form it takes
Cuneiform records made some three thousand years ago are the basis for this essay on the ideas of death and the afterlife and
the story of the flood which were current among the ancient peoples of the Tigro-Euphrates Valley. With the same careful
scholarship shown in his previous volume, The Babylonian Genesis, Heidel interprets the famous Gilgamesh Epic and other
related Babylonian and Assyrian documents. He compares them with corresponding portions of the Old Testament in order to
determine the inherent historical relationship of Hebrew and Mesopotamian ideas.

The EPIC OF GILGAMESH is the oldest story that has come down to us through the ages of history. It predates the
BIBLE, the ILIAD and the ODYSSEY. The EPIC OF GILGAMESH relates the tale of the fifth king of the first dynasty of
Uruk (in what is modern day Iraq) who reigned for one hundred and twenty-six years, according to the ancient Sumerian
King List. GILGAMESH was first inscribed in cuneiform writing on clay tablets by an unknown author during the Sumerian
era and has been described as one of the greatest works of literature in the recounting of mankind's unending quest for
immortality.
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The Epic of Gilgamesh is the oldest written chronicle in the world, composed two to three thousand years before Christ. It
tells events in the life of a king in an ancient Sumerian city of Mesopotamia.In the tradition of the Greek Iliad or the
medieval Beowulf, the heroic central figure is admired for his prowess and power; he is a warrior, whose greatest
adventures are here recounted, sometimes fantastic and ultimately magical, as he ventures beyond the bounds of the
world. The Epic of Gilgamesh is an artifact of the first civilization, that which is the father and mother of our own
civilization. It is like the great-great-great-grandparent whose name you do not know but without whom you would not
exist. There are many matters that are not believable to us—monsters, deities, and places that we do not think exist, nor
ever existed. Yet we can perceive in Gilgamesh a person like ourselves. This is the story of a man, not a god. We
understand him, even if we do not understand or believe all that he does. Gilgamesh is the first literature of mankind to
express the human condition.
A thrilling retelling of the ancient Epic of Gilgamesh from the Hugo and Nebula Award–Winning author of Lord
Valentine’s Castle. Gilgamesh’s appetite for wine, women, and warfare is insatiable. As the King of Uruk, he oppresses
his people and burdens his city. To temper his excesses, the gods create Enkidu, Gilgamesh’s equal, who becomes his
greatest friend. Together they wander the kingdom as brothers, conquering demons until a cruel twist changes
Gilgamesh’s path forever. Two parts god and one part man, Gilgamesh is mortal—a fate he now resolves to overcome,
no matter what the price. And so he embarks on another journey, in pursuit of vengeance and the ultimate prize for a
mortal king: eternal life. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Robert Silverberg including rare images and
never-before-seen documents from the author’s personal collection.
"A real friend is a companion for your heart." Godlike Gilgamesh, King of Uruk, has built a beautiful city, but is also a
terrible tyrant. In answer to the prayers of his oppressed citizens, the gods create Enkidu, a wild man whose destiny is to
first fight Gilgamesh, and then become his life-long friend. They embark on adventures together, but when they - together
- kill the Bull of Heaven, Enkidu must pay the ultimate price. In his grief and fear of his own death, Gilgamesh goes on a
journey to discover the secret to immortality ... Dave Eggers says, of the series: "I couldn't be prouder to be a part of it.
Ever since Alessandro conceived this idea I thought it was brilliant. The editions that they've complied have been lushly
illustrated and elegantly designed."
A new selection from the national epic of India Originally composed in Sanskrit sometime between 400 BC and 400 AD,
The Mahabharata-with one hundred thousand stanzas of verse-is one of the longest poems in existence. At the heart of
the saga is a conflict between two branches of a royal family whose feud culminates in a titanic eighteen-day battle.
Exploring such timeless subjects as dharma (duty), artha (purpose), and kama (pleasure) in a mythic world of warfare,
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magic, and beauty, this is a magnificent and legendary Hindu text of immense importance to the culture of the Indian
subcontinent. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
Andrew George's "masterly new translation" (The Times) of the world's first truly great work of literature A Penguin
Classic Miraculously preserved on clay tablets dating back as much as four thousand years, the poem of Gilgamesh, king
of Uruk, is the world’s oldest epic, predating Homer by many centuries. The story tells of Gilgamesh’s adventures with
the wild man Enkidu, and of his arduous journey to the ends of the earth in quest of the Babylonian Noah and the secret
of immortality. Alongside its themes of family, friendship and the duties of kings, the Epic of Gilgamesh is, above all,
about mankind’s eternal struggle with the fear of death. The Babylonian version has been known for over a century, but
linguists are still deciphering new fragments in Akkadian and Sumerian. Andrew George’s gripping translation brilliantly
combines these into a fluent narrative and will long rank as the definitive English Gilgamesh. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
Reflections on a lost poem and its rediscovery by contemporary poets Gilgamesh is the most ancient long poem known
to exist. It is also the newest classic in the canon of world literature. Lost for centuries to the sands of the Middle East but
found again in the 1850s, it is a story of monsters, gods, and cataclysms, and of intimate friendship and love. Acclaimed
literary historian Michael Schmidt provides a unique meditation on the rediscovery of Gilgamesh, showing how part of its
special fascination is its captivating otherness. He reflects on the work of leading poets such as Charles Olson, Louis
Zukofsky, and Yusef Komunyakaa, whose own encounters with the poem are revelatory, and he reads its many
translations and editions to bring it vividly to life for today's readers.
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