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Over the course of the past twenty-five years,
anthologies have shifted from playing a relatively
minor role in academic culture to a position of
dominance. The essays in this collection explore the
significant intellectual, economic, political,
pedagogical, and creative resonance of anthologies
through all levels of academic life. They show that
anthologies have consequences and are grounded
in commitments. Striving to articulate these
consequences and commitments is a priority in
higher education today. Most of the contributors to
this volume are editors of anthologies, and they draw
on personal experiences to provide a rare glimpse
into the economics and logic of anthology
publication. Their essays illustrate the ways in which
editing an anthology involves negotiation and
compromise between intellectual ideal and realistic
practice. On Anthologies includes discussion of a
wide range of anthologies used and produced by
teachers and scholars. Though the emphasis is on
literature and theory anthologies, the insights in this
volume speak to professionals in all areas of
academic life. Collectively, these essays establish
the foundation for continuing critical analysis of
anthology production and consumption in all
disciplines.
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This brief, best-selling Western Civilization text has
helped thousands of students learn about the world
they live in by exploring the story of its past. Jackson
Spielvogel’s engaging chronological narrative and
extensive inclusion of primary source documents
weave the political, economic, social, religious,
intellectual, cultural, and military aspects of history
into a gripping story that is as memorable as it is
instructive. This edition includes new
historiographical sections along with updated
scholarship and new images. The textbook is
available in the following split options: WESTERN
CIVILIZATION: A BRIEF HISTORY, 9th EDITION
COMPLETE, VOLUME I: TO 1715, and VOLUME II:
SINCE 1500. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
"With all the graphic adaptations of mythology flying
around, it’s about time someone got to old
Gilgamesh . . . Winegarner’s adaptation
demonstrates the extensive debt mythology and
religion owe this ancient tale." --Booklist Before the
Bible and legendary figures like Hercules, King
Arthur, and Beowulf, there was Gilgamesh. As the
king of Uruk, a city in ancient Mesopotamia,
Gilgamesh protected his people from harm, battling
a multitude of fierce demons with the steadfast help
of his brother, Enkidu. But Gilgamesh's reign faced
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the ultimate challenge from the power-hungry
goddess Ishtar, who proposed marriage only to be
unceremoniously spurned by Gilgamesh. Ishtar's
rage led Gilgamesh to his greatest battle, a battle
that shook Gilgamesh to his core and led him to
travel further than any other man—to the land of the
gods on a quest to find immortality. Written down on
cuneiform tablets nearly five thousand years ago,
Gilgamesh's story was originally recorded in the form
of an epic poem. In this bold retelling of the ancient
legend—presented for the first time in graphic novel
form—graphic novelist Andrew Winegarner revitalizes
the ultimate adventure story. His illustrations breathe
new life into the story of humanity's first hero, and
the result is a page-turning take on the world's oldest
epic poem.
National Book Award Finalist: The most widely read
and enduring interpretation of this ancient
Babylonian epic. One of the oldest and most
universal stories known in literature, the epic of
Gilgamesh presents the grand, timeless themes of
love and death, loss and reparations, within the
stirring tale of a hero-king and his doomed friend. A
National Book Award finalist, Herbert Mason’s
retelling is at once a triumph of scholarship, a
masterpiece of style, and a labor of love that grew
out of the poet’s long affinity with the original. “Mr.
Mason’s version is the one I would recommend to
the first-time reader.” —Victor Howes, The Christian
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Science Monitor “Like the Tolkien cycle, this poem
will be read with profit and joy for generations to
come.” —William Alfred, Harvard University
The ancient Sumerian poem The Epic of Gilgamesh
is one of the oldest written stories in existence,
translated with an introduction by Andrew George in
Penguin Classics. Miraculously preserved on clay
tablets dating back as much as four thousand years,
the poem of Gilgamesh, king of Uruk, is the world's
oldest epic, predating Homer by many centuries. The
story tells of Gilgamesh's adventures with the wild
man Enkidu, and of his arduous journey to the ends
of the earth in quest of the Babylonian Noah and the
secret of immortality. Alongside its themes of family,
friendship and the duties of kings, The Epic of
Gilgamesh is, above all, about mankind's eternal
struggle with the fear of death. The Babylonian
version has been known for over a century, but
linguists are still deciphering new fragments in
Akkadian and Sumerian. Andrew George's gripping
translation brilliantly combines these into a fluid
narrative and will long rank as the definitive English
Gilgamesh. If you enjoyed The Epic of Gilgamesh,
you might like Homer's Iliad, also available in
Penguin Classics. 'A masterly new verse translation'
The Times 'Andrew George has skilfully bridged the
gap between a scholarly re-edition and a popular
work' London Review of Books
Noted teachers and scholars William J. Duiker and
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Jackson J. Spielvogel present a balanced, highly
readable overview of world history that explores
common challenges and experiences of the human
past and identifies key patterns over time. Thorough
coverage of political, economic, social, religious,
intellectual, cultural, and military history is integrated
into a chronological framework to help students gain
an appreciation and understanding of the distinctive
character and development of individual cultures in
society. This approach, with organization around
seven major themes (Science and Technology, Art
and Ideas, Family and Society, Politics and
Government, Earth and the Environment, Religion
and Philosophy, and Interaction and Exchange),
helps students link events together in a broad
comparative and global framework, thereby placing
the contemporary world in a more meaningful
historical context. Available in the following options:
WORLD HISTORY, Eighth Edition (Chapters 1—30);
Volume I: To 1800 (Chapters 1—18); Volume II: Since
1500 (Chapters 14—30). Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or
the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
Interprets the poetic meaning of the Iliad in relation
to the heroic literature of the Ancient Near East.
The Epic of Gilgamesh is the world's oldest epic
masterpiece.
"The translations preserve the dynamic, musical qualities
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of their oral-based originals, and are intended for both
general and more specialised readers. Introductions and
Select Bibliographies accompany each poem."--Jacket.
THE EPIC OF GILGAMESH is the Uhr epic--the hero's
journey, quest, and education--inscribed onto damp clay
tablets several millennia before Odysseus or the priest of
Ecclesiastes found their voices. Sumerian versions of the
epic date back almost 5000 years. It is a Bildungsroman
of a bad king learning to become a proper human being
and therefore a wise king, and to do so, besides
defeating lions and monsters and surviving great
physical and emotional suffering, he must face, and
answer, the first (and last) great question: mortality.
Translated into English and presented here in its entirety
as a graphic novel, this version of THE EPIC OF
GILGAMESH is a father/son project by scholar and
translator Kent H. Dixon and his son, the comix artist
Kevin Dixon, who bring a fresh take on this great work.
The reader is slowed down by the artwork and visual
jokes and the artist's wry hat-tippings to various masters
(Crumb and Gilbert Shelton alongside Schultz and Capp,
Popeye and Krazy Kat, Uderzo's Astérix and Hergé's
Tintin), and then, once the reading pace has shifted into
lower gear, having all these aspects complementarily
drawn out, makes for an especially satisfying
counterpoint to the low-key, the wise and cynical and
morally sophisticated, and sometimes sublimely
Olympian humor.
Best-selling author Jackson Spielvogel has helped over
one million students learn about the present by exploring
the past. Spielvogel's engaging narrative weaves the
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political, economic, social, religious, intellectual, cultural,
and military aspects of history into a gripping story that is
as memorable as it is instructive. Updated to reflect
current scholarship, WESTERN CIVILIZATION, 10th
Edition, includes more than 150 maps and excerpts of
more than 250 primary sources that enliven the past
while introducing students to the source material of
historical scholarship. Additionally, the text is illustrated
with more than 400 photographs that add visual context.
A variety of pedagogical tools, including focus and critical
thinking questions, primary source features with
assignable questions, and end-of-chapter study aids,
make this edition accessible to any learning style.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
Provides a new translation of the ancient Babylonian
epic poem about a powerful hero who searches for a
way to escape death
The ninth edition of CULTURE AND VALUES: A
SURVEY OF THE HUMANITIES introduces students to
the history of humankind through the lens of the
humanities -- language and literature, art and
architecture, music, philosophy, and religion -- from the
dawn of civilization to the contemporary world.
CULTURE AND VALUES encourages students to place
their own backgrounds and beliefs in context and
consider how understanding both their own and other
heritages contributes to becoming a citizen of the world
in the 21st century. Coauthor Lois Fichner-Rathus
continues to bring her pedagogical expertise, clear
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conversational style, and love of teaching to this
beautifully written and illustrated book. New and revised
features encourage students to draw comparisons and
connections as well as engage their critical thinking
skills. Chapter previews, timelines, glossaries, and “Big
Picture” reviews provide consistent pedagogical support
throughout the text to help students master the material.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
The Epic of Gilgamesh is the oldest written chronicle in
the world, composed two to three thousand years before
Christ. It tells events in the life of a king in an ancient
Sumerian city of Mesopotamia.In the tradition of the
Greek Iliad or the medieval Beowulf, the heroic central
figure is admired for his prowess and power; he is a
warrior, whose greatest adventures are here recounted,
sometimes fantastic and ultimately magical, as he
ventures beyond the bounds of the world. The Epic of
Gilgamesh is an artifact of the first civilization, that which
is the father and mother of our own civilization. It is like
the great-great-great-grandparent whose name you do
not know but without whom you would not exist. There
are many matters that are not believable to us—monsters,
deities, and places that we do not think exist, nor ever
existed. Yet we can perceive in Gilgamesh a person like
ourselves. This is the story of a man, not a god. We
understand him, even if we do not understand or believe
all that he does. Gilgamesh is the first literature of
mankind to express the human condition.
Since the discovery over one hundred years ago of a
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body of Mesopotamian poetry preserved on clay tablets,
what has come to be known as the Epic of Gilgamesh
has been considered a masterpiece of ancient literature.
It recounts the deeds of a hero-king of ancient
Mesopotamia, following him through adventures and
encounters with men and gods alike. Yet the central
concerns of the Epic lie deeper than the lively and exotic
story line: they revolve around a man’s eternal struggle
with the limitations of human nature, and encompass the
basic human feelings of lonliness, friendship, love, loss,
revenge, and the fear of oblivion of death. These themes
are developed in a distinctly Mesopotamian idiom, to be
sure, but with a sensitivity and intensity that touch the
modern reader across the chasm of three thousand
years. This translation presents the Epic to the general
reader in a clear narrative.
Selected Tales contains some of the most timeless and
enchanting folk and fairy tales collected by the Brothers
Grimm, translated with an introduction by David Luke
These folktales collected by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm
are among the most memorable stories in European
culture - conjuring up a world of spells and bewitchment,
outwitted villains and cruel stepmothers, animal
bridegrooms and enchanted princesses. Tales such as
'Hansel and Gretel', 'Little Red Cape' and 'The Robber
Bridegroom' depict the dangers lurking in dark forests,
and others, including 'Briar-Rose' and 'Snow White' show
young beauties punished by unforgiving sorceresses.
Other tales include 'Thickasathumb', which portrays a
childless young couple whose wish for a baby is granted
in an unexpected way, while 'The Frog King' tells of a
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rash promise made by a haughty princess to share her
bed with a frog, and a fortune is won in 'The Blue Lamp',
when a soldier gains a kingdom with the help of a magic
lamp. David Luke's vibrant translation is accompanied by
an introduction discussing the key themes of the tales
and the literary background of the Brothers Grimm. For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-todate translations by award-winning translators.

The ancient civilization of Mesopotamia thrived
between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates over 4,000
years ago. The myths collected here, originally
written in cuneiform on clay tablets, include parallels
with the biblical stories of the Creation and the
Flood, and the famous Epic of Gilgamesh, the tale of
a man of great strength, whose heroic quest for
immortality is dashed through one moment of
weakness. Recent developments in Akkadian
grammar and lexicography mean that this new
translation, complete with notes, a glossary of
deities, place-names, and key terms, and
illustrations of the mythical monsters featured in the
text, will replace all other versions. ABOUT THE
SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics
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has made available the widest range of literature
from around the globe. Each affordable volume
reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to
clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
study, and much more.
Special Features- Aims to show how The Gilgamesh
Epic developed from its earliest to its latest formSystematic, step-by-step tracking of the stylistic,
thematic, structural, and theological changes in The
Gilgamesh Epic- Relation of changes to factors
(geographical, political, religious, literary) that may
have prompted them- Attempts to identify the
sources (biographical, historical, literary, folkloric) of
the epic's themes, and to suggest what may have
been intended by use of these themes- Extensive
bibliography- Indices
CULTURE AND VALUES: A SURVEY OF THE
WESTERN HUMANITIES takes you on a fascinating
tour of some of the world's most significant examples
of art, music, philosophy, and literature, from the
beginnings of civilization to today. New features in
the eighth edition are designed to make it easy for
you to understand the influence of historical events
and values on the works produced by each
culture--guided discussions of all of the readings,
chapter previews, timelines, Compare and Contrast
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sections, Big Picture reviews at the end of each
chapter, and high-quality images with clear captions.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within
the product description or the product text may not
be available in the ebook version.
Incorporating the latest scholarly research, the third
edition of A History of the Ancient Near East ca.
3000–323 BC presents a comprehensive overview of
the multicultural civilizations of the ancient Near
East. Integrates the most up-to-date research, and
includes a richer selection of supplementary
materials Addresses the wide variety of political,
social, and cultural developments in the ancient Near
East Updated features include new “Key Debate”
boxes at the end of each chapter to engage students
with various perspectives on a range of critical
issues; a comprehensive timeline of events; and 46
new illustrations, including 12 color photos Features
a new chapter addressing governance and continuity
in the region during the Persian Empire Offers indepth, accessible discussions of key texts and
sources, including the Bible and the Epic of
Gilgamesh
Collects new writings as well as poems from the
author's books "Strangers," "Dwelling Places," and
"On the Way to the Island," and includes selections
from his translations of Virgil, Horace, and the
Babylonian epic "Gilgamesh"
Bestselling author Jackson Spielvogel has helped
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over 1 million students learn about the present by
exploring the past. His engaging narrative weaves
the political, economic, social, religious, intellectual,
cultural and military aspects of history into a gripping
story that is as memorable as it is instructive.
Updated to reflect current scholarship, WESTERN
CIVILIZATION, 11th Edition includes excerpts of
more than 250 primary sources -- showing you the
source material historians use to interpret the past.
Detailed maps and vivid photographs bring chapter
concepts to life, while a variety of learning tools
make this edition accessible to any learning style.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within
the product description or the product text may not
be available in the ebook version.
Gilgamesh, King of Uruk, and his companion Enkidu
are the only heroes to have survived from the
ancient literature of Babylon, immortalized in this
epic poem that dates back to the 3rd millennium BC.
Together they journey to the Spring of Youth, defeat
the Bull of Heaven and slay the monster Humbaba.
When Enkidu dies, Gilgamesh's grief and fear of
death are such that they lead him to undertake a
quest for eternal life. A timeless tale of morality,
tragedy and pure adventure, The Epic of Gilgamesh
is a landmark literary exploration of man's search for
immortality.
Vivid, enjoyable and comprehensible, the poet and
pre-eminent translator Stephen Mitchell makes the
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oldest epic poem in the world accessible for the first
time. Gilgamesh is a born leader, but in an attempt
to control his growing arrogance, the Gods create
Enkidu, a wild man, his equal in strength and
courage. Enkidu is trapped by a temple prostitute,
civilised through sexual experience and brought to
Gilgamesh. They become best friends and battle evil
together. After Enkidu's death the distraught
Gilgamesh sets out on a journey to find Utnapishtim,
the survivor of the Great Flood, made immortal by
the Gods to ask him the secret of life and death.
Gilgamesh is the first and remains one of the most
important works of world literature. Written in ancient
Mesopotamia in the second millennium B.C., it
predates the Iliad by roughly 1,000 years. Gilgamesh
is extraordinarily modern in its emotional power but
also provides an insight into the values of an ancient
culture and civilisation.
Cuneiform records made some three thousand years
ago are the basis for this essay on the ideas of death
and the afterlife and the story of the flood which were
current among the ancient peoples of the TigroEuphrates Valley. With the same careful scholarship
shown in his previous volume, The Babylonian Genesis,
Heidel interprets the famous Gilgamesh Epic and other
related Babylonian and Assyrian documents. He
compares them with corresponding portions of the Old
Testament in order to determine the inherent historical
relationship of Hebrew and Mesopotamian ideas.
An English-language rendering of the world's oldest epic
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follows the journey of conquest and self-discovery by the
king of Uruk, in an edition that includes an introduction
that places the story in its historical and cultural context.
Every great civilisation from the Bronze Age to the
present day has produced epic poems. Epic poetry has
always had a profound influence on other literary genres,
including its own parody in the form of mock-epic. This
Companion surveys over four thousand years of epic
poetry from the Babylonian Epic of Gilgamesh to Derek
Walcott's postcolonial Omeros. The list of epic poets
analysed here includes some of the greatest writers in
literary history in Europe and beyond: Homer, Virgil,
Dante, Camões, Spenser, Milton, Wordsworth, Keats
and Pound, among others. Each essay, by an expert in
the field, pays close attention to the way these writers
have intimately influenced one another to form a
distinctive and cross-cultural literary tradition. Unique in
its coverage of the vast scope of that tradition, this book
is an essential companion for students of literature of all
kinds and in all ages.
The story of one man's triumph over a legendary
monster, Beowulf marks the beginning of Anglo-Saxon
literature as we know it today. This Enriched Classic
includes: • A concise introduction that gives readers
important background information • A timeline of
significant events that provides the book's historical
context • An outline of key themes and plot points to
help readers form their own interpretations • Detailed
explanatory notes • Critical analysis and modern
perspectives on the work • Discussion questions to
promote lively classroom and book group interaction • A
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list of recommended related books and films to broaden
the reader's experience Enriched Classics offer readers
affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced
by helpful notes and insightful commentary. The
scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables
readers to appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's
finest books to their full potential. Series edited by
Cynthia Brantley Johnson
This book investigates the Mesopotamian roots of two
key monotheist characters, Adam and Noah, and their
stories, through an exhaustive reading of relevant texts
from the ancient literature; it includes original Arabic
transliterations, and Arabic and English translations of
sections from Akkadian and Sumerian inscriptions, and
the Hebrew Genesis. The common, biblical beliefs in an
initial, single human creation, and a subsequent survival
of a punishing, catastrophic flood were among the key
forming pillars of the Near East monotheist religions. The
other key pillar was, arguably, the belief in the existence
of a one, supreme god and creator. However, neither the
two stories of human creation and catastrophic flood, nor
the belief in one supreme god, were originally introduced
by these monotheist religions. Key inscriptions from
ancient Mesopotamia have clearly indicated that various
versions of these beliefs were commonplace for
thousands of years before. Despite the differences in
details, and at times ambiguities, the monotheist faiths
seem to have derived their defining themes from one
source: early Mesopotamian mythology. Unfortunately,
several key inscriptional facts supporting this hypothesis
were lost in the current transliterations, translations, and
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interpretations of the ancient texts.
This anthology of readings related to Western art history
explains specific works of art illustrated in Janson's
History of Art and De la Croix and Tansey's Gardner's
Art Through the Ages in terms of the ideas, beliefs, and
concerns of the people and cultures who created the art.
It brings a new understanding of art because it shows the
social and cultural basis of major works of art through
history. The ten sections are Ancient Near East;
Egyptian; Aegean; Greek; Etruscan; Roman; early
Christian, Byzantine, and Islamic; early Medieval;
Romanesque; and Gothic. The readings have been
drawn from many areas of intellectual and social history,
including religion, philosophy, literature, science,
economics, and law. Each selection is preceded by an
introductory note, which discusses the readings in terms
of its subject and theme, its source and usage, and its
relevance to the study of the work of art.
The world's oldest work of literature, the Epic of
Gilgamesh recounts the adventures of the semimythical
Sumerian king of Uruk and his ultimately futile quest for
immortality after the death of his friend and companion,
Enkidu, a wildman sent by the gods. Gilgamesh was
deified by the Sumerians around 2500 BCE, and his tale
as we know it today was codified in cuneiform tablets
around 1750 BCE and continued to influence ancient
cultures—whether in specific incidents like a worldconsuming flood or in its quest structure—into Roman
times. The epic was, however, largely forgotten, until the
cuneiform tablets were rediscovered in 1872 in the
British Museum's collection of recently unearthed
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Mesopotamian artifacts. In the decades that followed its
translation into modern languages, the Epic of
Gilgamesh has become a point of reference throughout
Western culture. In Gilgamesh among Us, Theodore
Ziolkowski explores the surprising legacy of the poem
and its hero, as well as the epic’s continuing influence in
modern letters and arts. This influence extends from Carl
Gustav Jung and Rainer Maria Rilke's early embrace of
the epic's significance—"Gilgamesh is tremendous!" Rilke
wrote to his publisher's wife after reading it—to its
appropriation since World War II in contexts as disparate
as operas and paintings, the poetry of Charles Olson and
Louis Zukofsky, novels by John Gardner and Philip Roth,
and episodes of Star Trek: The Next Generation and
Xena: Warrior Princess. Ziolkowski sees fascination with
Gilgamesh as a reflection of eternal spiritual values—love,
friendship, courage, and the fear and acceptance of
death. Noted writers, musicians, and artists from Sweden
to Spain, from the United States to Australia, have
adapted the story in ways that meet the social and
artistic trends of the times. The spirit of this capacious
hero has absorbed the losses felt in the immediate
postwar period and been infused with the excitement and
optimism of movements for gay rights, feminism, and
environmental consciousness. Gilgamesh is at once a
seismograph of shifts in Western history and culture and
a testament to the verities and values of the ancient epic.
Adventurers, explorers, kings, gods, and goddesses
come to life in this riveting story of the first great
epic—lost to the world for 2,000 years, and rediscovered
in the nineteenth century Composed by a poet and priest
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in Middle Babylonia around 1200 bce, The Epic of
Gilgamesh foreshadowed later stories that would
become as fundamental as any in human history, The
Odyssey and the Bible. But in 600 bce, the clay tablets
that bore the story were lost—buried beneath ashes and
ruins when the library of the wild king Ashurbanipal was
sacked in a raid. The Buried Book begins with the
rediscovery of the epic and its deciphering in 1872 by
George Smith, a brilliant self-taught linguist who created
a sensation when he discovered Gilgamesh among the
thousands of tablets in the British Museum's collection.
From there the story goes backward in time, all the way
to Gilgamesh himself. Damrosch reveals the story as a
literary bridge between East and West: a document lost
in Babylonia, discovered by an Iraqi, decoded by an
Englishman, and appropriated in novels by both Philip
Roth and Saddam Hussein. This is an illuminating, fastpaced tale of history as it was written, stolen, lost,
and—after 2,000 years, countless battles, fevered digs,
conspiracies, and revelations—finally found.
The deeds and struggles of Gilgamesh, legendary king of the
city-state Uruk in the land of Sumer, have fascinated readers
for millennia. They are preserved primarily in the Epic of
Gilgamesh, one of the most well-known pieces of
Mesopotamian literature. Studying the text draws us into an
orbit that is engaging and thrilling, for it is a work of fantasy
and legend that addresses some of the very existential issues
with which contemporary readers still grapple. We experience
the excitement of trying to penetrate the mind-set of another
civilization, an ancient one—in this instance, a civilization that
ultimately gave rise to our own. The studies gathered here all
demonstrate Tzvi Abusch’s approach to ancient literature: to
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make use of the tools of literary, structural, and critical
analysis in service of exploring the personal and
psychological dimensions of the narration. The author
focuses especially on the encounters between males and
females in the story. The essays are not only instructive for
understanding the Epic of Gilgamesh, they also serve as
exemplary studies of ancient literature with a view to
investigating streams of commonality between ancient times
and ours
The pioneering work presented in this book introduces the
earliest known literary and mythology work in the world, the
Epic of Gilgamesh, in its actual language: early Classical
Arabic. It provides a more accurate translation and
understanding of the important story of the flood, one of the
key stories of the monotheistic religions. In this book, the
author, a known Arabic type designer and an independent
scholar of Nabataean, Musnad, and early Arabic scripts, was
able to decipher the actual meanings and pronunciations of
several important names of ancient Mesopotamian gods,
persons, cities, mountains, and other entities. He was able to
uncover the evolution path of the concept of god and the
background themes behind the rise of the monotheistic
religions. Utilizing a generous text sample from the Akkadian
and Sumerian languages, this book is an excellent reference
textbook for scholars and students of Arabic and Assyriology
who are interested in translating these ancient languages
through both, the historical Arabic etymological references
and the deciphering tools of Assyriology. To illustrate his
breakthrough Arabic-based deciphering methodology, the
author used a sample text consisting of more than 900 lines
from three tablets of the Standard and Old Babylonian
editions of the Epic of Gilgamesh. By “digging out” the actual
language of the epic, he was not only able to resurrect the
actual word soundings and linguistic literary style of its
Page 20/22

Download File PDF The Epic Of Gilgamesh
Selection Test A Blackboard
original text, but also to provide more accurate and coherent
translations. Following his three years of research, he was
able to demonstrate through undisputed linguistic evidence
that the epic was in fact written in a beautiful, powerful early
Classical Arabic language! And the so-called Sumerian and
Akkadian languages that the epic was recorded with, which
we are told today are unrelated languages, were in fact one
evolving early Arabic language, written with one evolving
writing system, passing through two major time periods.
Although this book is primarily written as a reference textbook
for scholars, it is equally suitable for anyone interested in
reading the translation of the Epic of Gilgamesh, a fascinating
Mesopotamian Arab mythology work documenting eloquently
some of the most important and lasting ancient myths
invented by humankind.
Based on contrasting characterization and narrative logic
between the central Huwawa episode and the remaining
material for the earliest Akkadian Gilgamesh, this book
challenges the accepted notion that the famous epic was
composed without recourse to a previous Akkadian narrative.
This epic poem is the oldest known to exist in history,
predating Homer's Iliad by about 1500 years. Gilgamesh, the
hero, discovers he has godly blood, so sets out on a journey
to the land of the gods in an attempt to gain entry. It is of
ancient Sumerian origin, from the land called Mesopotamia. It
is an important work for those studying ancient literature,
history and mythology. This Babylonian version is one of the
oldest known, if not the oldest. Later renditions are more
common and seem to embellish the story, so this work is
important for serious researchers. From the standpoint of
literature alone, it is also an interesting tale that is enjoyable
to read.
The Epic of Gilgamesh is among the earliest surviving works
of literature, with the earliest versions dating from around the
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Third Dynasty of Ur in early Sumeria (2150-2000 BC).
Preserved in Cuneiform, the Epic was retold over the
centuries, and the most complete version was discovered in
the ruins of the library palace of the seventh century BC
Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal. The Epic is most notable as
being the obvious source of the biblical story of Noah and the
flood. The Epic tells the story of the king of Uruk, Gilgamesh,
and his adventures with his erstwhile foe and then friend,
Enkidu. Together they journey to the Cedar Mountain to
defeat Humbaba, its monstrous guardian, then they kill the
Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish
Gilgamesh for spurning her advances. As a punishment for
these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to death. Gilgamesh
then sets out to avoid his friend's fate and seek the secret to
eternal life, a quest in which he is ultimately thwarted.
Contains original author's preface and a new overview of the
storyline. Contents Author's Preface Overview of the Storyline
of the Epic of Gilgamesh The First Tablet: Of the Tyranny of
Gilgamesh, and the Creation of Enkidu The Second Tablet:
Of the Meeting of Gilgamesh and Enkidu The Third Tablet:
The Expedition to the Forest of Cedars against Humbaba The
Fourth Tablet: The Arrival at the Gate of the Forest The Fifth
Tablet: Of the Fight with Humbaba The Sixth Tablet: Of the
Goddess Ishtar, Who Fell In Love with the Hero after His
Exploit against Humbaba The Seventh Tablet: The Death of
Enkidu The Eighth Tablet: Of the Mourning of Gilgamesh, and
What Came of It The Ninth Tablet: Gilgamesh in Terror of
Death Seeks Eternal Life The Tenth Tablet: How Gilgamesh
Reached Uta-Napishtim The Eleventh Tablet: The Flood The
Twelfth Tablet: Gilgamesh, In Despair, Enquires of the Dead
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