Get Free The Etymologicon A Circular Stroll
Through The Hidden Connections Of The English
Language

The Etymologicon A Circular
Stroll Through The Hidden
Connections Of The English
Language

A collection of humorous language bloopers including
misspelled words, bungled translations, mangled
modifiers, and much more.
A spirited look at the history of alcohol, from the dawn of
civilization to the modern day Alcohol is a fundamental
part of Western culture. We have been drinking as long
as we have been human, and for better or worse, alcohol
has shaped our civilization. Drink investigates the history
of this Jekyll and Hyde of fluids, tracing mankind's
love/hate relationship with alcohol from ancient Egypt to
the present day. Drink further documents the contribution
of alcohol to the birth and growth of the United States,
taking in the War of Independence, the Pennsylvania
Whiskey revolt, the slave trade, and the failed
experiment of national Prohibition. Finally, it provides a
history of the world's most famous drinks-and the world's
most famous drinkers. Packed with trivia and colorful
characters, Drink amounts to an intoxicating history of
the world.
The Only Grammar Book You'll Ever Need is the ideal
resource for everyone who wants to produce writing that
is clear, concise, and grammatically excellent. Whether
you're creating perfect professional documents,
spectacular school papers, or effective personal letters,
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you'll find this handbook indispensable. From word
choice to punctuation to organization, English teacher
Susan Thurman guides you through getting your
thoughts on paper with polish. Using dozens of
examples, The Only Grammar Book You'll Ever Need
provides guidelines for: Understanding the parts of
speech and elements of a sentence Avoiding the most
common grammar and punctuation mistakes Using
correct punctuating in every sentence Writing clearly and
directly Approaching writing projects, whether big or
small Easy to follow and authoritative, The Only
Grammar Book You'll Ever Need provides all the
necessary tools to make you successful with every type
of written expression.
To untangle the knot of interlocking meanings of these
painted words, logophile and mythologist Phil Cousineau
begins each fascinating word entry with his own brief
definition. He then fills it in with a tint of etymology and a
smattering of quotes that show how the word is used,
ending with a list of companion words. The words
themselves range from commonplace — like biscuit, a
twice-baked cake for Roman soldiers — to loanwords
including chaparral, from the Basque shepherds who
came to the American West; words from myths, such as
hector; metamorphosis words, like silly, which evolved
holy to goofy in a mere thousand years; and words well
worthy of revival, such as carrytale, a wandering
storyteller. Whether old-fangled or brand new, all the
words included in The Painted Word possess an
ineffable quality that makes them luminous.
The EtymologiconA Circular Stroll Through the Hidden
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Connections of the English LanguagePenguin
The quintessential A to Z guide to British English—perfect
for every egghead and bluestocking looking to conquer
the language barrier Oscar Wilde once said the Brits
have "everything in common with America nowadays
except, of course, language." Any visitor to Old Blighty
can sympathize with Mr. Wilde. After all, even fluent
English speakers can be at sixes and sevens when told
to pick up the "dog and bone" or "head to the loo," so
they can "spend a penny." Wherever did these peculiar
expressions come from? British author Christopher J.
Moore made a name for himself on this side of the pond
with the sleeper success of his previous book, In Other
Words. Now, Moore draws on history, literature, pop
culture, and his own heritage to explore the phrases that
most embody the British character. He traces the
linguistic influence of writers from Chaucer to
Shakespeare and Dickens to Wodehouse, and unravels
the complexity Brits manage to imbue in seemingly
innocuous phrases like "All right." Along the way, Moore
reveals the uniquely British origins of some of the
English language’s more curious sayings. For example:
Who is Bob and how did he become your uncle? Why do
we refer to powerless politicians as “lame ducks”? How
did “posh” become such a stylish word? Part language
guide, part cultural study, How to Speak Brit is the
perfect addition to every Anglophile’s library and an
entertaining primer that will charm the linguistic-minded
legions.
FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE SUNDAY TIMES
NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER THE ETYMOLOGICON.
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'An informative but highly entertaining journey through
the figures of rhetoric ... Mark Forsyth wears his
considerable knowledge lightly. He also writes
beautifully.' David Marsh, Guardian. Mark Forsyth
presents the secret of writing unforgettable phrases,
uncovering the techniques that have made immortal
such lines as 'To be or not to be' and 'Bond. James
Bond.' In his inimitably entertaining and witty style, he
takes apart famous quotations and shows how you too
can write like Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde or John
Lennon. Crammed with tricks to make the most
humdrum sentiments seem poetic or wise, The Elements
of Eloquencereveals how writers through the ages have
turned humble words into literary gold - and how you can
do the same.
This book provides a roadmap for early-career scholars
who seek to produce quality research that has a
significant impact, within their chosen field and beyond.
The average contemporary English speaker knows
50,000 words. Yet stripped down to its origins, this
apparently huge vocabulary is in reality much smaller,
derived from Latin, French and the Germanic languages.
It is estimated that every year, 800 neologisms are
added to the English language: acronyms (nimby),
blended words (motel), and those taken from foreign
languages (savoir-faire). Laid out in an A-Z format with
detailed cross references, and written in a style that is
both authoritative and accessible, Word Origins is a
valuable historical guide to the English language.
Since 1965, Donald Ayers' English Words from Latin and
Greek Elements has helped thousands of students to a
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broader vocabulary by showing them how to recognize
classical roots in modern English words. Its second
edition, published in 1986, has confirmed that vocabulary
is best taught by root, not rote. The importance of
learning classical word roots is already acknowledged by
vocabulary texts that devote chapters to them. Why a
whole book based on this approach? Ayers' text exposes
students to a wider range of roots, introduces new
English words in context sentences, and reinforces
vocabulary through exercises. It promotes more practice
with roots so that students learn to use them as tools in
their everyday encounters with new words. English
Words is written from the standpoint of English; it neither
attempts to teach students Latin or Greek nor expects a
knowledge of classical languages on the part of
instructors. Its success has been demonstrated at both
the secondary and college levels, and it can be used
effectively with students in remedial or accelerated
programs. An Instructor's Manual (gratis with adoption)
and a Workbook are also available.
Words are essential to our everyday lives. An average
person spends his or her day enveloped in
conversations, e-mails, phone calls, text messages,
directions, headlines, and more. But how often do we
stop to think about the origins of the words we use?
Have you ever thought about which words in English
have been borrowed from Arabic, Dutch, or Portuguese?
Try admiral, landscape, and marmalade, just for starters.
The Secret Life of Words is a wide-ranging account not
only of the history of English language and vocabulary,
but also of how words witness history, reflect social
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change, and remind us of our past. Henry Hitchings
delves into the insatiable, ever-changing English
language and reveals how and why it has absorbed
words from more than 350 other languages—many
originating from the most unlikely of places, such as
shampoo from Hindi and kiosk from Turkish. From the
Norman Conquest to the present day, Hitchings narrates
the story of English as a living archive of our human
experience. He uncovers the secrets behind everyday
words and explores the surprising origins of our most
commonplace expressions. The Secret Life of Words is a
rich, lively celebration of the language and vocabulary
that we too often take for granted.
'Susie Dent is a one-off. She breathes life and fun into
words and language' Pam Ayres 'Susie Dent is a
national treasure' Richard Osman Welcome to a year of
wonder with Susie Dent, lexicographer, logophile, and
longtime queen of Countdown's Dictionary Corner. From
the real Jack the Lad to the theatrically literal story
behind stealing someone's thunder, from tartle
(forgetting someone's name at the very moment you
need it) to snaccident (the unintentional eating of an
entire packet of biscuits), WORD PERFECT is a brilliant
linguistic almanac full of unforgettable stories, fascinating
facts, and surprising etymologies tied to every day of the
year. You'll never be lost for words again.
We all know what frak, popularized by television's cult hit
Battlestar Galactica, really means. But what about feck?
Or ferkin? Or foul--as in FUBAR, or "Fouled Up Beyond
All Recognition"? In a thoroughly updated edition of The
F-Word, Jesse Sheidlower offers a rich, revealing look at
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the f-bomb and its illimitable uses. Since the fifteenth
century, no other word has been adapted, interpreted,
euphemized, censored, and shouted with as much ardor
or force; imagine Dick Cheney telling Democratic
Senator Patrick Leahy to "go damn himself" on the
Senate floor--it doesn't have quite the same impact as
what was really said. Sheidlower cites this and other
notorious examples throughout history, from the satiric
sixteenth-century poetry of James Cranstoun to the
bawdy parodies of Lord Rochester in the seventeenth
century, to more recent uses by Ernest Hemingway, Jack
Kerouac, Ann Sexton, Norman Mailer, Liz Phair, Anthony
Bourdain, Junot Diaz, Jenna Jameson, Amy Winehouse,
Jon Stewart, and Bono (whose use of the word at the
Grammys nearly got him fined by the FCC). Collectively,
these references and the more than one hundred new
entries they illustrate double the size of The F-Word
since its previous edition. Thousands of added
quotations come from newly available electronic
databases and the resources of the OED, expanding the
range of quotations to cover British, Canadian,
Australian, New Zealand, Irish, and South African uses in
addition to American ones. Thus we learn why a fugly
must hone his or her sense of humor, why Canadian
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau muttered "fuddle duddle"
in the Commons, and why Fanny Adams is so sweet. A
fascinating introductory essay explores the word's
history, reputation, and changing popularity over time.
and a new Foreword by comedian, actor, and author
Lewis Black offers readers a smart and entertaining take
on the book and its subject matter. Oxford dictionaries
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have won renown for their expansive, historical approach
to words and their etymologies. The F-Word offers all
that and more in an entertaining and informative look at a
word that, while now largely accepted as an integral part
of the English language, still confounds, provokes, and
scandalizes.
Dive Into the Fun Facts Behind Names and Word Origins
#1 Bestseller in Words, Language & Grammar,
Etymology The best-selling book is back in it’s second
volume with more names, more words, and even more inbetween than before!What’s in a name? The answer is
far more complex and interesting than you may think.
From the person behind the popular Youtube channel,
NameExplain, comes the second volume of his bestselling book The Origin of Names, Words and Everything
in Between. This new book is a fun, interesting and
educational journey through the world of etymology. It
covers a huge array of names from a variety of topic
areas, and includes a bunch of random facts behind the
names. From first names, to bodies of water?there’s no
name big or small, important or obscure that won’t be
explained. Find fun facts. Presented in a light and
entertaining manner, The Origin of Names compels you
to learn a ton of things you didn’t know you wanted to
know. Unlike a dictionary, everything in this book is easy
to understand and can be read from start to finish, or in
short bursts. It’s also a lot more fun to read?Patrick
explains each name with jokes and quips you’re bound
to enjoy, and it’s full of pictures too! Be the know-it-all
you always wanted to be. In The Origin of Names you’ll:
• Learn fascinating word origins and bizarre name
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meanings • Be able to entertain yourself and friends with
random facts • Gain honor and renown for your
unrivaled knowledge of etymology If you enjoyed books
like Interesting Stories For Curious People, Stuff You
Should Know, or The Great Book of American Idioms,
then you’ll love The Origin of Names, Words and
Everything in Between: Volume II.
This book is awesome awful! Did you know that "awful"
first originated as a compliment? How about the fact that
it was perfectly fine for someone to defecate in their
living room? Or that at one time a bully was actually a
sweetheart? You may think that these things sound
outlandish, but hundreds of years ago, the words "awful,"
"defecate," and "bully" meant something entirely different
than what we know today. The Unexpected Evolution of
Language reveals the origins of 208 everyday terms and
the interesting stories behind their shift in meaning.
Arranged in alphabetical order, you will enjoy uncovering
the backstories to terms like: Awful - worthy of respect or
fear; inspiring awe Bimbo - slang for a stupid,
inconsequential man Defecate - to purify; cleanse Invest
- to clothe; to dress Nice - foolish; stupid Relay - hunting
term meaning fresh pack of hounds From "aftermath"
and "sophisticated" to "empty" and "prestige," you will
aboslutely love seeing just what kind of damage time has
done to the English language.
Hundreds of books have been written on the art of
writing. Here at last is a book by two professional editors
to teach writers the techniques of the editing trade that
turn promising manuscripts into published novels and
short stories. In this completely revised and updated
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second edition, Renni Browne and Dave King teach you,
the writer, how to apply the editing techniques they have
developed to your own work. Chapters on dialogue,
exposition, point of view, interior monologue, and other
techniques take you through the same processes an
expert editor would go through to perfect your
manuscript. Each point is illustrated with examples,
many drawn from the hundreds of books Browne and
King have edited.

THE SUNDAY TIMES NUMBER ONE
BESTSELLER. 'Witty and erudite ... stuffed with the
kind of arcane information that nobody strictly needs
to know, but which is a pleasure to learn
nonetheless.' Nick Duerden, Independent.
'Particularly good ... Forsyth takes words and draws
us into their, and our, murky history.' William Leith,
Evening Standard. The Etymologicon is an
occasionally ribald, frequently witty and unerringly
erudite guided tour of the secret labyrinth that lurks
beneath the English language. What is the actual
connection between disgruntled and gruntled? What
links church organs to organised crime, California to
the Caliphate, or brackets to codpieces? Mark
Forsyth's riotous celebration of the idiosyncratic and
sometimes absurd connections between words is a
classic of its kind: a mine of fascinating information
and a must-read for word-lovers everywhere. 'Highly
recommended' Spectator.
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of
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Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
"Beautifully constructed and hugely moving.
Deserves to be a smash hit."—Lissa Evans, author of
Crooked Heart The A to Z game. For Ivo, it's a way
to pass the time, a way to avoid the pain, and a way
to think about what really got him here. His hospice
nurse suggested it. Think of a body part for each
letter, and think of memories connected to each one.
And so begins the revealing of his misspent life: the
terrible teenage choices, friendships made and
cracked, love he'll never get back. He remembers
the girl who tried to help him, the friend who wouldn't
let her, and the sickness that chases him even now.
Refreshing and thought-provoking, The A to Z of You
and Me shows the raw unraveling of a life lived loud
and hard. All our choices have consequences. But
what happens after? A Target Book Club Pick!
"Compassionate."-The Independent "Wonderfully
quirky and contemporary."-The Guardian
"Devastating."-Sunday Times
Every language in the world shares a few common
features: we can ask a question, say something
belongs to us, and tell someone what to do. But
beyond that, our languages are richly and almost
infinitely varied: a French speaker can't conceive of a
world that isn't split into un and une, male and
female, while Estonians have only one word for both
men and women: tema. In Dyirbal, an Australian
language, things might be masculine, feminine,
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neuter - or edible vegetable. Every language tells us
something about the people who use it. In I Saw the
Dog, linguist Alexandra Aikhenvald takes us from the
remote swamplands of Papua New Guinea to the
university campuses of North America to illuminate
the vital importance of names, the value of being
able to say exactly what you mean, what language
can tell us about what it means to be human - and
what we lose when they disappear forever.
Maybe you've been speaking English all your life, or
maybe you learned it later on. But whether you use it
just well enough to get your daily business done, or
you're an expert with a red pen who never omits a
comma or misplaces a modifier, you must have
noticed that there are some things about this
language that are just weird. Perhaps you're reading
a book and stop to puzzle over absurd spelling rules
(Why are there so many ways to say '-gh'?), or you
hear someone talking and get stuck on an
expression (Why do we say "How dare you" but not
"How try you"?), or your kid quizzes you on
homework (Why is it "eleven and twelve" instead of
"oneteen and twoteen"?). Suddenly you ask yourself,
"Wait, why do we do it this way?" You think about it,
try to explain it, and keep running into walls. It
doesn't conform to logic. It doesn't work the way
you'd expect it to. There doesn't seem to be any rule
at all. There might not be a logical explanation, but
there will be an explanation, and this book is here to
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help. In Highly Irregular, Arika Okrent answers these
questions and many more. Along the way she tells
the story of the many influences--from invading
French armies to stubborn Flemish printers--that
made our language the way it is today. Both an
entertaining send-up of linguistic oddities and a
deeply researched history of English, Highly Irregular
is essential reading for anyone who has paused to
wonder about our marvelous mess of a language.
Would you be down in the dumps if, when asked the
definition of certain phrases, it was all Greek to you?
Let's not beat about the bush: the English language
is littered with linguistic quirks, which, out of context,
seem completely peculiar. If you can't quite cut the
mustard, this book will explain how on earth 'off the
cuff' came to express improvisation, why a 'gut
feeling' is more intuitive than a brainwave, and who
the heck is 'happy' Larry. These expressions and
countless more become a piece of cake once you've
read As Right as Rain - perfect for any Tom, Dick or
Harry with a love of language.
A NEW, BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED HARDBACK
EDITION OF THE SUNDAY TIMESNUMBER ONE
BESTSELLER, PUBLISHED ON ITS TENTH
ANNIVERSARY. 'Witty and erudite ... stuffed with
the kind of arcane information that nobody strictly
needs to know, but which is a pleasure to learn
nonetheless.' Nick Duerden, Independent.
'Particularly good ... Forsyth takes words and draws
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us into their, and our, murky history.' William Leith,
Evening Standard. The Etymologiconis an
occasionally ribald, frequently witty and unerringly
erudite guided tour of the secret labyrinth that lurks
beneath the English language. What is the actual
connection between disgruntled and gruntled? What
links church organs to organised crime, California to
the Caliphate, or brackets to codpieces? Mark
Forsyth's riotous celebration of the idiosyncratic and
sometimes absurd connections between words is a
classic of its kind: a mine of fascinating information
and a must-read for word-lovers everywhere. 'Highly
recommended' Spectator.
A new type of dictionary. An indispensable reference
for language learners within the Indo-European
language family, as well as for any who love words
and want to deepen their understanding of English,
or any of these other languages. This dictionary
records words from 32 languages, covering eight of
the nine living branches of the Indo-European
language 'tree'. These languages are English, Old
English, Frisian, Dutch, German, Swedish, Danish,
Norwegian, Icelandic, Norse, Welsh, Irish, Latin,
French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Romanian,
Ancient Greek, Modern Greek, Lithuanian, Latvian,
Russian, Polish, Czech, Slovak, Macedonian,
Albanian, Sanskrit, Hindi, Persian, Pashto. Of these,
the Germanic and Romance languages are covered
far more completely and deeply, with nearly 32,000
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of the 40,000 words in the dictionary belonging to
these groups. The dictionary consists of two parts.
The first part contains the pages for each Proto-IndoEuropean word (the root word), showing cognates in
the chosen languages plus various descendants and
derivatives. These pages are arranged thematically,
allowing you to browse or study. Search is enabled
by the second part to the dictionary, which contains
a separate index for each language, telling you
where to find each word.
The Amazing Secrets of the Phrases We Use
Everyday Phraseology is the ultimate collection of
everything you never knew about the wonderful
phrases found in the English language. It contains
information about phrase history and etymology;
unusual, lost, or uncommon phrases; how phrases
are formed; and more than 7,000 facts about
common English phrases. Practical enough to be
used as a reference book but so fun that every book
lover will want to read it straight through,
Phraseology contains such engrossing tidbits as:
ACROSS THE BOARD is an allusion to the board
displaying the odds in a horse race ARTESIAN
WELL gets its name from Artois, where such wells
were first made BEST MAN originated in Scotland,
where the groom kidnapped his bride with the aid of
friends, including the toughest and bravest - the best
man.
This perfect gift for readers, writers, and literature
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majors alike unearths the quirks of the English
language. For example, do you know why a
mortgage is literally a “death pledge”? Why guns
have girls’ names? Why “salt” is related to
“soldier”? Discover the answers to all of these
etymological questions and more in this fascinating
book for fans of of Eats, Shoots & Leaves. The
Etymologicon is a completely unauthorized guide to
the strange underpinnings of the English language. It
explains how you get from “gruntled” to
“disgruntled”; why you are absolutely right to believe
that your meager salary barely covers “money for
salt”; how the biggest chain of coffee shops in the
world connects to whaling in Nantucket; and what,
precisely, the Rolling Stones have to do with
gardening. This witty book will awake the linguist in
you and illuminate the hidden meanings behind
common words and phrases, tracing their evolution
through all of their surprising paths throughout
history.
As all lovers of language know, words are the source
of our very understanding of ourselves and the world
around us. Often, however, our use of language is
so automatic that we neglect to consider where
those words came from and what they assume.
What are the implications, beyond the simple
dictionary definitions, of using words such as
privilege, hysteria, seminal, and gyp? Browsing
through the pages of The Barhart Concise Dictionary
Page 16/22

Get Free The Etymologicon A Circular Stroll
Through The Hidden Connections Of The English
Language
of Etymology is like exploring the historical, political,
and rhetorical wonderland of our linguistic heritage.
We see the evolution of ideas, as rootword
connections that now seem arbitrary are traced to
schools of thought from the past. We also find an
opportunity to examine how the sometimes
backwards, sometimes hilarious, and sometimes
illuminating ideologies built into our language affect
our modern thinking. Written in a fresh, accessible
style, this book provides the derivations of over
21,000 English-language words without resorting to
the use of abbreviations, symbols, or technical
terminology. Drawing on the most current American
scholarship, and focusing on the core words in
contemporary English, The Barnhart Concise
Dictionary of Etymology is both a diverting browse
and a thinking person's Bible.
Contains alphabetically arranged entries that explore
the origin, evolution, and social history of over three
thousand English language words.
The unpredictable origins and etymologies of our
cracking Christmas customs For something that
happens every year of our lives, we really don't know
much about Christmas. We don't know that the date
we celebrate was chosen by a madman, or that
Christmas, etymologically speaking, means "Go
away, Christ". Nor do we know that Christmas was
first celebrated in 243 AD on March 28th - and only
moved to 25th December in 354 AD. We're oblivious
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to the fact that the advent calendar was actually
invented by a Munich housewife to stop her children
pestering her for a Christmas countdown. And we
would never have guessed that the invention of
crackers was merely a way of popularising sweet
wrappers. Luckily, like a gift from Santa himself,
Mark Forsyth is here to unwrap this fundamentally
funny gallimaufry of traditions and oddities, making it
all finally make sense - in his wonderfully
entertaining wordy way.
Blending the spirit of Eats, Shoots & Leaves with the
science of The Language Instinct, an original inquiry
into the development of that most essential-and
mysterious-of human creations: Language Language
is mankind's greatest invention-except, of course,
that it was never invented." So begins linguist Guy
Deutscher's enthralling investigation into the genesis
and evolution of language. If we started off with
rudimentary utterances on the level of "man throw
spear," how did we end up with sophisticated
grammars, enormous vocabularies, and intricately
nuanced degrees of meaning? Drawing on recent
groundbreaking discoveries in modern linguistics,
Deutscher exposes the elusive forces of creation at
work in human communication, giving us fresh
insight into how language emerges, evolves, and
decays. He traces the evolution of linguistic
complexity from an early "Me Tarzan" stage to such
elaborate single-word constructions as the Turkish
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sehirlilestiremediklerimizdensiniz ("you are one of
those whom we couldn't turn into a town dweller").
Arguing that destruction and creation in language
are intimately entwined, Deutscher shows how these
processes are continuously in operation, generating
new words, new structures, and new meanings. As
entertaining as it is erudite, The Unfolding of
Language moves nimbly from ancient Babylonian to
American idiom, from the central role of metaphor to
the staggering triumph of design that is the Semitic
verb, to tell the dramatic story and explain the genius
behind a uniquely human faculty.
"An illustrated collection of the world's strangest and
most wonderful expressions, idioms, and proverbs"-Unauthorized guide to the underpinnings of the
English language.
This practical introduction to word history investigates every
aspect of where words come from and how they change.
Philip Durkin, chief etymologist of the Oxford English
Dictionary, shows how different types of evidence can shed
light on the myriad ways in which words change in form and
meaning. He considers how such changes can be part of
wider linguistic processes, or be influenced by a complex
mixture of social and cultural factors. He illustrates every
point with a wide range of fascinating examples. Dr Durkin
investigates folk etymology and other changes which words
undergo in everyday use. He shows how language families
are established, how words in different languages can have a
common ancester, and the ways in which the latter can be
distinguished from words introduced through language
contact. He examines the etymologies of the names of people
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and places. His focus is on English but he draws many
examples from languages such as French, German, and Latin
which cast light on the pre-histories of English words. The
Oxford Guide to Etymology is reliable, readable, instructive,
and enjoyable. Everyone interested in the history of words will
value this account of an endlessly fascinating subject.
From Mark Forsyth, the author of the #1 international
bestseller, The Etymologicon, comes a book of weird words
for familiar situations. The Horologicon (or book of hours)
contains the most extraordinary words in the English
language, arranged according to what hour of the day you
might need them. Do you wake up feeling rough? Then
you’re philogrobolized. Find yourself pretending to work?
That’s fudgelling. And this could lead to rizzling, if you feel
sleepy after lunch. Though you are sure to become a
sparkling deipnosopbist by dinner. Just don’t get too
vinomadefied; a drunk dinner companion is never
appreciated. From ante-jentacular to snudge by way of
quafftide and wamblecropt, at last you can say, with utter
accuracy, exactly what you mean.
Vietnamese Stories for Language Learners—a language
learning experience for beginner to intermediate students of
the Vietnamese language. Nothing introduces students and
cultural enthusiasts to a language and people better than
stories. Intended for Vietnamese language students or
heritage learners, the stories in this volume present the
everyday vocabulary and grammar in use in Vietnam today.
Forty folk stories have been edited and simplified for learning
purposes and are presented in parallel Vietnamese and
English versions to facilitate language learning. These
delightful Vietnamese folktales immediately animate the
culture, offering readers a glimpse of the social, cultural and
religious aspects of Vietnamese society in bygone eras. The
English translations allow readers who are not yet studying
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the language to experience the wisdom and humor in these
traditional, well-loved stories. An audio CD in Vietnamese
helps students improve their pronunciation and inflection and
introduces readers to the uniquely Vietnamese story of
storytelling. Discussion questions, vocabulary and cultural
notes are provided at the end of each story.
Did you know that in Hungary, pigs go rof-rof-rof, but in Japan
they go boo boo boo? That there’s apparently the need in
Bolivia for a word that means "I was rather too drunk last
night but it was all their fault"? Adam Jacot de Boinod's book
on extraordinary words from around the world will give you
the definitions and phrases you need to make friends in every
culture. A true writer's resource and the perfect gift for
linguists, librarians, logophiles, and international jet-setters.
While there’s no guarantee you’ll never pana po’o again
(Hawaiian for "scratch your head in order to help you
remember something you’ve forgotten"), or mingmu (Chinese
for "die without regret"), at least you’ll know what tingo
means, and that’s a start. “A book no well-stocked
bookshelf, cistern top or handbag should be without. At last
we know those Eskimo words for snow and how the Dutch
render the sound of Rice Krispies. Adam Jacot de Boinod has
produced an absolutely delicious little book: It goes Pif! Paf!
Pouf! Cric! Crac! Croc! and Knisper! Knasper! Knusper! on
every page.”—Stephen Fry
A guide to the science and process of etymology for the
layperson explains how the origins and history of hundreds of
words are determined, discussing such topics as folk
etymology, changes of meaning in language history,
borrowed words, and the methods of etymology.
From the internationally bestselling author of The
Etymologicon, a lively and fascinating exploration of how,
throughout history, each civilization has found a way to
celebrate, or to control, the eternal human drive to get
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sloshed “An entertaining bar hop though the past 10,000
years.”—The New York Times Book Review Almost every
culture on earth has drink, and where there’s drink there’s
drunkenness. But in every age and in every place
drunkenness is a little bit different. It can be religious, it can
be sexual, it can be the duty of kings or the relief of peasants.
It can be an offering to the ancestors, or a way of marking the
end of a day’s work. It can send you to sleep, or send you
into battle. Making stops all over the world, A Short History of
Drunkenness traces humankind’s love affair with booze from
our primate ancestors through to the twentieth century,
answering every possible question along the way: What did
people drink? How much? Who did the drinking? Of the many
possible reasons, why? On the way, learn about the Neolithic
Shamans, who drank to communicate with the spirit world (no
pun intended), marvel at how Greeks got giddy and
Sumerians got sauced, and find out how bars in the Wild
West were never quite like in the movies. This is a history of
the world at its inebriated best.
Mark Forsyth – author of the Sunday Times Number One
bestseller The Etymologicon – reveals in this essay, specially
commissioned for Independent Booksellers Week, the most
valuable thing about a really good bookshop. Along the way
he considers the wisdom of Donald Rumsfeld, naughty
French photographs, why Elizabeth Bennet and Mr Darcy
would never have met online, and why only a bookshop can
give you that precious thing – what you never knew you were
looking for.
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