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The Evolution Of The Gilgamesh Epic
-- 15 original woodcut illustrations -- 18 photographs of ancient artifacts This edition aims to reanimate the story of Gilgamesh and
Enkidu for modern readers. The poetic rendition brings words to life through indelible images. A learned and lucid historical and
cultural introduction fills in background for the narrative. An interpretative essay reviews the themes of Gilgamesh and their echoes
in other literature. The total is a new edition that delights, informs, and stimulates readers to a new appreciation of this age-old
tale.
Reproduction of the original: The Evolution of the Dragon by G. Elliot Smith
When we encounter a text, whether ancient or modern, we typically start at the beginning and work our way toward the end. In
Tracking the Master Scribe, Sara J. Milstein demonstrates that for biblical and Mesopotamian literature, this habit can yield
misleading results.In the ancient Near East, "master scribes" - those who had the authority to produce and revise literature regularly modified their texts in the course of transmission. One of the most effective techniques for change was to add something
to the front - what Milstein calls "revision throughintroduction." This method allowed scribes to preserve their received material
while simultaneously recasting it. As a result, numerous biblical and Mesopotamian texts manifest multiple and even competing
viewpoints. Due to the primary position of these additions, such reworked texts are often readsolely through the lens of their final
contributions. This is true not only for biblical and cuneiform texts in their final forms, but also for Mesopotamian texts that are
known from multiple versions: first impressions carry weight.Rather than "nail down every piece of the puzzle," Tracking the
Master Scribe demonstrates what is to be gained when engaging questions of textual transmission with attention to how scribes
actually worked. Working from the two earliest corpora that allow us to track large-scale change, the bookprovides broad
overviews of evidence available for revision through introduction, as well as a set of detailed case studies that offer fresh insight
into well-known biblical and Mesopotamian literary texts. The result is the first comprehensive and comparative profile of this key
scribal method: onethat was not only ubiquitous in the ancient Near East but also epitomizes the attitudes of the master scribes
toward the literature that they produced.
Historical and Literary Approaches
Special Features- Aims to show how The Gilgamesh Epic developed from its earliest to its latest form- Systematic, step-by-step
tracking of the stylistic, thematic, structural, and theological changes in The Gilgamesh Epic- Relation of changes to factors
(geographical, political, religious, literary) that may have prompted them- Attempts to identify the sources (biographical, historical,
literary, folkloric) of the epic's themes, and to suggest what may have been intended by use of these themes- Extensive
bibliography- Indices
Cutting edge reflections on biblical text formation Empirical models based on ancient Near Eastern literature and variations
between different textual traditions have been used to lend credibility to the identification of the sources behind biblical literature
and the different editorial layers. In this volume, empirical models are used to critique the exaggerated results of identifying
sources and editorial layers by demonstrating that, even though much of ancient literature had such complex literary histories, our
methods are often inadequate for the task of precisely identifying sources and editorial layers. The contributors are Maxine L.
Grossman, Bénédicte Lemmelijn, Alan Lenzi, Sara J. Milstein, Raymond F. Person Jr., Robert Rezetko, Stefan Schorch, Julio
Trebolle Barrera, Ian Young, and Joseph A. Weaks. Features: Evidence that many ancient texts are composite texts with complex
literary histories Ten essays and an introduction cover texts from Mesopotamia, the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, and the
Dead Sea Scrolls
"A real friend is a companion for your heart." Godlike Gilgamesh, King of Uruk, has built a beautiful city, but is also a terrible tyrant.
In answer to the prayers of his oppressed citizens, the gods create Enkidu, a wild man whose destiny is to first fight Gilgamesh,
and then become his life-long friend. They embark on adventures together, but when they - together - kill the Bull of Heaven,
Enkidu must pay the ultimate price. In his grief and fear of his own death, Gilgamesh goes on a journey to discover the secret to
immortality ... Dave Eggers says, of the series: "I couldn't be prouder to be a part of it. Ever since Alessandro conceived this idea I
thought it was brilliant. The editions that they've complied have been lushly illustrated and elegantly designed."
In this examination of Zion theology and how it arises in the book of Psalms Antti Laato's starting-point is that the Hebrew Bible is
the product of the exilic and postexilic times, which nonetheless contains older traditions that have played a significant role in the
development of the text. Laato seeks out these older mythical traditions related to Zion using a comparative methodology and
looking at Biblical traditions alongside Ugaritic texts and other ancient Near Eastern material. As such Laato provides a historical
background for Zion theology which he can apply more broadly to the Psalms. In addition, Laato argues that Zion-related theology
in the Psalms is closely related to two events recounted in the Hebrew Bible. First, the architectural details of the Temple of
Solomon (1 Kings 6-7), which can be compared with older mythical Zion-related traditions. Second, the religious traditions related
to the reigns of David and Solomon such as the Ark Narrative, which ends with David's transfer of the Ark to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6).
From this Laato builds an argument for a possible setting in Jerusalem at the time of David and Solomon for the Zion theology that
emerges in the Psalms.
The pioneering work presented in this book introduces the earliest known literary and mythology work in the world, the Epic of
Gilgamesh, in its actual language: early Classical Arabic. It provides a more accurate translation and understanding of the
important story of the flood, one of the key stories of the monotheistic religions. In this book, the author, a known Arabic type
designer and an independent scholar of Nabataean, Musnad, and early Arabic scripts, was able to decipher the actual meanings
and pronunciations of several important names of ancient Mesopotamian gods, persons, cities, mountains, and other entities. He
was able to uncover the evolution path of the concept of god and the background themes behind the rise of the monotheistic
religions. Utilizing a generous text sample from the Akkadian and Sumerian languages, this book is an excellent reference
textbook for scholars and students of Arabic and Assyriology who are interested in translating these ancient languages through
both, the historical Arabic etymological references and the deciphering tools of Assyriology. To illustrate his breakthrough Arabicbased deciphering methodology, the author used a sample text consisting of more than 900 lines from three tablets of the
Standard and Old Babylonian editions of the Epic of Gilgamesh. By “digging out” the actual language of the epic, he was not only
able to resurrect the actual word soundings and linguistic literary style of its original text, but also to provide more accurate and
coherent translations. Following his three years of research, he was able to demonstrate through undisputed linguistic evidence
that the epic was in fact written in a beautiful, powerful early Classical Arabic language! And the so-called Sumerian and Akkadian
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languages that the epic was recorded with, which we are told today are unrelated languages, were in fact one evolving early
Arabic language, written with one evolving writing system, passing through two major time periods. Although this book is primarily
written as a reference textbook for scholars, it is equally suitable for anyone interested in reading the translation of the Epic of
Gilgamesh, a fascinating Mesopotamian Arab mythology work documenting eloquently some of the most important and lasting
ancient myths invented by humankind.
In an age when deleted scenes from Adam Sandler movies are saved, it’s sobering to realize that some of the world’s greatest
prose and poetry has gone missing. This witty, wry, and unique new book rectifies that wrong. Part detective story, part history
lesson, part exposé, The Book of Lost Books is the first guide to literature’s what-ifs and never-weres. In compulsively readable
fashion, Stuart Kelly reveals details about tantalizing vanished works by the famous, the acclaimed, and the influential, from the
time of cave drawings to the late twentieth century. Here are the true stories behind stories, poems, and plays that now exist only
in imagination: ·Aristophanes’ Heracles, the Stage Manager was one of the playwright’s several spoofs that disappeared. ·Love’s
Labours Won may have been a sequel to Shakespeare’s Love’s Labours Lost–or was it just an alternative title for The Taming of
the Shrew? ·Jane Austen’s incomplete novel Sanditon, was a critique of hypochondriacs and cures started when the author was
fatally ill. ·Nikolai Gogol burned the second half of Dead Souls after a religious conversion convinced him that literature was
paganism. ·Some of the thousand pages of William Burroughs’s original Naked Lunch were stolen and sold on the street by
Algerian street boys. ·Sylvia Plath’s widower, Ted Hughes, claimed that the 130 pages of her second novel, perhaps based on
their marriage, were lost after her death. Whether destroyed (Socrates’ versions of Aesop’s Fables), misplaced (Malcolm Lowry’s
Ultramarine was pinched from his publisher’s car), interrupted by the author’s death (Robert Louis Stevenson’s Weir of
Hermiston), or simply never begun (Vladimir Nabokov’s Speak, America, a second volume of his memoirs), these missing links
create a history of literature for a parallel world. Civilized and satirical, erudite yet accessible, The Book of Lost Books is itself a
find.
A comprehensive analysis of the quantitative differences between the entire Old Greek and Masoretic text of Ezekiel.
"Freed from contemporary theological categories that have been informed by ideological and psychological issues, but ever
mindful of the social location of gender analysis, these essays provide fresh and exciting looks at otherwise unfamiliar texts. They
jar our minds and our biases.... This book is a valuable contribution to gender-oriented biblical scholarship. Its content is
accessible to both the scholarly and the less technically trained reader. All will be well served by this important collection of
essays."? Naomi Steinberg, DePaul University"This book is a credit to the quality and breadth of feminine biblical scholarship and
presents some creative interpretations of the texts and a wealth of Ancient Near Eastern material."? J. Massyngbaerde Ford,
University of Notre Dame
The evolution of the Gilgamesh epic" (1982) / Jeffrey H. Tigay -- From "Gilgamesh in literature and art: the second and first
millennia" (1987) / Wilfred G. Lambert -- From "Gilgamesh: sex, love and the ascent of knowledge" (1987) / Benjamin Foster -"Images of women in the Gilgamesh epic" (1990) / Rivkah Harris -- "The marginalization of the goddesses" (1992) / Tikva FrymerKensky -- "Mourning the death of a friend: some assyriological notes" (1993) / Tzvi Abusch -- "Liminality, altered states, and the
Gilgamesh epic" (1996) / Sara Mandell -- "Origins: new light on eschatology in Gilgamesh's mortuary journey" (1996) / Raymond J.
Clark -- From "a Babylonian in Batavia: Mesopotamian literature and lore in The sunlight dialogues" (1982) / Greg Morris -"Charles Olson and the poetic uses of Mesopotamian scholarship" / John Maier -- From "'Or also a godly singer, ' Akkadian and
early Greek literature" (1984) / Walter Burkert -- From "Gilgamesh and Genesis" (1987) / David Damrosch -- "Praise for death"
(1990) / Donald Hall -- From "Gilgamesh in the Arabian nights" (1991) / Stephanie Dalley -- "Ovid's Blanda voluptas and the
humanization of Enkidu" (1991) / William L. Moran -- From "the Yahwist's primeval myth" (1992) / Bernard F. Batto -- "Gilgamesh
and Philip Roth's Gil Gamesh" (1996) / Marianthe Colakis -- From "The epic of Gilgamesh" (1982) / J. Tracy Luke and Paul W.
Pruyser -- From "Gilgamesh and the Sundance Kid: the myth of male friendship" (1987) / Dorothy Hammond and Alta Jablow -"Gilgamesh and other epics" (1990) / Albert B. Lord -- From "Reaching for abroad: departures" (1991) / Eric J. Leed -- From
"Introduction" to he who saw everything (1991) / Robert Temple -- "The oral aesthetic and the bicameral mind" (1991) / Carl
Lindahl -- From "Point of view in anthropological discourse: the ethnographer as Gilgamesh" (1991) / Miles Richardson -- From
"The wild man: the epic of Gilgamesh" (1992) / Thomas Van Nortwick.
An essential resource exploring orality and literacy in the pre-Hellenistic southern Levant and the Hebrew Bible Situated
historically between the invention of the alphabet, on the one hand, and the creation of ancient Israel's sacred writings, on the
other, is the emergence of literary production in the ancient Levant. In this timely collection of essays by an international cadre of
scholars, the dialectic between the oral and the written, the intersection of orality with literacy, and the advent of literary
composition are each explored as a prelude to the emergence of biblical writing in ancient Israel. Contributors also examine a
range of relevant topics including scripturalization, the compositional dimensions of orality and textuality as they engage biblical
poetry, prophecy, and narrative along with their antecedents, and the ultimate autonomy of the written in early Israel. The
contributors are James M. Bos, David M. Carr, André Lemaire, Robert D. Miller II, Nadav Na'aman, Raymond F. Person Jr., Frank
H. Polak, Christopher A. Rollston, Seth L. Sanders, Joachim Schaper, Brian B. Schmidt, William M. Schniedewind, Elsie Stern,
and Jessica Whisenant. Features Addresses questions of literacy and scribal activity in the Levant and Negev Articles examine
memory, oral tradition, and text criticism Discussion of the processes of scripturalization
The Epic of Gilgamesh is among the earliest surviving works of literature, with the earliest versions dating from around the Third
Dynasty of Ur in early Sumeria (2150-2000 BC). Preserved in Cuneiform, the Epic was retold over the centuries, and the most
complete version was discovered in the ruins of the library palace of the seventh century BC Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal. The
Epic is most notable as being the obvious source of the biblical story of Noah and the flood. The Epic tells the story of the king of
Uruk, Gilgamesh, and his adventures with his erstwhile foe and then friend, Enkidu. Together they journey to the Cedar Mountain
to defeat Humbaba, its monstrous guardian, then they kill the Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish Gilgamesh
for spurning her advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods sentence Enkidu to death. Gilgamesh then sets out to
avoid his friend's fate and seek the secret to eternal life, a quest in which he is ultimately thwarted. Contains original author's
preface and a new overview of the storyline. Contents Author's Preface Overview of the Storyline of the Epic of Gilgamesh The
First Tablet: Of the Tyranny of Gilgamesh, and the Creation of Enkidu The Second Tablet: Of the Meeting of Gilgamesh and
Enkidu The Third Tablet: The Expedition to the Forest of Cedars against Humbaba The Fourth Tablet: The Arrival at the Gate of
the Forest The Fifth Tablet: Of the Fight with Humbaba The Sixth Tablet: Of the Goddess Ishtar, Who Fell In Love with the Hero
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after His Exploit against Humbaba The Seventh Tablet: The Death of Enkidu The Eighth Tablet: Of the Mourning of Gilgamesh,
and What Came of It The Ninth Tablet: Gilgamesh in Terror of Death Seeks Eternal Life The Tenth Tablet: How Gilgamesh
Reached Uta-Napishtim The Eleventh Tablet: The Flood The Twelfth Tablet: Gilgamesh, In Despair, Enquires of the Dead
To propogate the invention of writing, the Sumerians established scribal schools which preserved and transmitted the accumulated
wisdom of the past, usually in poetic form. The literature thus created has been studied by the author for half a century. His
conclusions, often also important for biblicists, are here assembled in one volume for the first time.
Rivkah Harris’s cross-cultural and multidisciplinary approach breaks new ground in assessing Mesopotamian attitudes toward
youth and mature adulthood, aging and the elderly, generational conflict, gender differences in aging, relationships between men
and women, women’s contributions to cultural activities, and the "ideal woman." To uncover Mesopotamian perspectives, Harris
combed through primary sources - including literature and myth, letters, economic and legal texts, and visual materials. Even such
pivotal cultural influences as the Gilgamesh Epic and Enuma Elish are reinterpreted in an original manner.
From the late third millennium BCE on, the adventures of the hero Gilgamesh were well known throughout Babylonia and Assyria,
and the discovery of Akkadian-language fragments of versions of his tale at Bo?azkoy, Ugarit, Emar, and Megiddo demonstrates
that tales of the hero's exploits had reached the periphery of the cuneiform world already in the Late Bronze Age. A century of
excavation at the Hittite capital of Hattusa (mod. Bo?azkoy) has yielded more textual sources for Gilgamesh than are known from
all other Late Bronze Age sites combined. The Gilgamesh tradition was imported to Hattusa for use in scribal instruction, and has
been of particular importance to modern scholars in reconstructing the epic and analyzing its development, since it documents a
period in the history of the narrative for which very few textual witnesses have yet been recovered from Mesopotamia itself. And it
is this very Middle Babylonian period to which scholarly consensus assigns the composition of the final, "canonical" version of the
epic. The Hittite Gilgamesh offers a full edition of the manuscripts from Hattusa in the Hittite, Akkadian, and Hurrian languages
recounting Gilgamesh's adventures.
Gilgamesh focuses on the eponymous hero of the world’s oldest epic and his legendary adventures. However, it also goes further
and examines the significance of the story’s Ancient Near Eastern context, and what it tells us about notions of kingship,
animality, and the natures of mortality and immortality. In this volume, Louise M. Pryke provides a unique perspective to consider
many foundational aspects of Mesopotamian life, such as the significance of love and family, the conceptualisation of life and
death, and the role of religious observance. The final chapter assesses the powerful influence of Gilgamesh on later works of
ancient literature, from the Hebrew Bible, to the Odyssey, to The Tales of the Arabian Nights, and his reception through to the
modern era. Gilgamesh is an invaluable tool for anyone seeking to understand this fascinating figure, and more broadly, the
relevance of Near Eastern myth in the classical world and beyond.
Warfare exerts a magnetic power, even a terrible attraction, in its emphasis on glory, honor, and duty. In order to face the terror of
war, it is necessary to face how our biblical traditions have made it attractive -- even alluring. In this book Mark Smith undertakes
an extensive exploration of "poetic heroes" across a number of ancient cultures in order to understand the attitudes of those
cultures toward war and warriors. Smith examines the Iliad and the Gilgamesh; Ugaritic poems commemorating Baal, Aqhat, and
the Rephaim; and early biblical poetry, including the battle hymn of Judges 5 and the lament of David over Saul and Jonathan in 2
Samuel 1. Smith's Poetic Heroes analyzes the importance of heroic poetry in early Israel and its disappearance after the time of
David, building on several strands of scholarship in archaeological research, poetic analysis, and cultural reconstruction.
Offering an original reading of the book of Job, one of the great literary classics of biblical literature, this book develops a new
analogical method for understanding how biblical texts evolve in the process of transmission. Zuckerman argues that the book of
Job was intended as a parody protesting the stereotype of the traditional righteous sufferer as patient and silent. He compares the
book of Job and its fate to that of a famous Yiddish short story, "Bontsye Shvayg," another covert parody whose protagonist has
come to be revered as a paradigm of innocent Jewish suffering. Zuckerman uses the story to prove how a literary text becomes
separated from the intention of its author, and takes on quite a different meaning for a specific community of readers.
What is leadership? Not only has that question been debated since the beginning of human culture and society, but it's a moving
target based on the definer, and the epoch. The definition can be thought-provoking and profound: A leader is best when people
barely know he exists, not so good when people obey and acclaim him, worse when they despise him, (Lao Tzu, 6th century BC ).
Or the profundity may lie shrouded in the prosaic: A leader is one who has followers, (Peter Drucker, 20th century). However you
define the concept, today's challenges for leaders of all stripes are monumental, and the need for effective leadership is huge.
More than anything, this set travels farther and digs deeper than most leadership books. It takes us from mere explanations of
leadership to an understanding of it as part of the human condition. Reading it should be at the top of the to-do list for any leader in
any era. In Leadership at the Crossroads, contributors from a wide variety of fields, including management, economics, political
science, philosophy, sociology, history, literature, and psychology, explore the many facets of leadership. The set comprises:
Volume 1: Leadership and Psychology; Volume 2: Leadership and Politics; Volume 3: Leadership and the Humanities.
Collectively, this set showcases traditional and emerging approaches to leadership in both theory and practice and raises new
questions brought on by society's new challenges. It also suggests solutions for developing and promoting leadership in the
corporate world, politics and diplomacy, religion, education, non-profits, and the arts. Whether identifying qualities that will serve a
U.S. president well, or the characteristics of the essential can-do supervisor in today's corporation, Leadership at the Crossroads
supplies insights and intelligence that will help leaders make the most of the challenges and opportunities lying before them.
The close relationship between the Old Testament and archaeology goes without saying. However, the methodological nuances
involved are often either underappreciated or ignored. Using William Dever's idea of convergence, this work attempts to flesh out
details on how archaeology and Old Testament studies merge. It examines some of the most important archaeological finds to
date and determines that, whether through a broad or narrow convergence, the history of research has shown that these two
separate disciplines exhibit a tendency to inform one another. In the case of Old Testament studies, these convergences may
even be paradigm-shifting. In every case, the convergences are historically and culturally informative, and therefore illuminate the
depth of the biblical text.
National Book Award Finalist: The most widely read and enduring interpretation of this ancient Babylonian epic. One of the oldest
and most universal stories known in literature, the epic of Gilgamesh presents the grand, timeless themes of love and death, loss
and reparations, within the stirring tale of a hero-king and his doomed friend. A National Book Award finalist, Herbert Mason’s
retelling is at once a triumph of scholarship, a masterpiece of style, and a labor of love that grew out of the poet’s long affinity with
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the original. “Mr. Mason’s version is the one I would recommend to the first-time reader.” —Victor Howes, The Christian Science
Monitor “Like the Tolkien cycle, this poem will be read with profit and joy for generations to come.” —William Alfred, Harvard
University
Using a broad array of historical and literary sources, this book presents an unprecedented detailed history of the superhero and its
development across the course of human history. • Presents a concise but thorough history of the superhero comic industry, from the 1930s
to today • Clearly describes the two main forms of the historical superhero, the Costumed Avenger and the Superman • Suggests a new way
in which to evaluate superheroes and explains why this new methodology is important • Identifies and examines the ways in which
superheroes have been present in popular literature since the beginning of human history
The Evolution of the Gilgamesh EpicBolchazy-Carducci Publishers
This book deals with the so-called Blessing of Jacob" (Genesis 49) in all its aspects, discussing philological, literary and historical
problems.After an introductory chapter a thoroughly discussed translation of Genesis 49 and an analysis of its poetical structure are
presented, followed by the discussion of the genre-definition "tribal saying" (Stammesspruch), and a synchronic and diachronic analysis of
Genesis 49 in its literary context (Gen. 47:29-49:33). The remarkable results of this analysis are finally discussed in relation to Israel's
history.It is suggested that only part of the "Blessing" functioned within the (originally much shorter) deathbed account (Gen. 47:29-49:33*),
reflecting the historical situation of the time of origin. Afterwards it was thoroughly worked up into its present shape to meet the conditions of
later political development."
This debut book boldly seeks to argue competitively in the same intellectual field as famous atheists such as RICHARD DAWKINS,
CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS, and BERTRAND RUSSELL, and to do so in the spirit and style of such famous Christian apologists as C.S.
Lewis and RAVI ZACHARIAS, drawing heavily on basic science, history, physics, psychology, paleontology, anthropology, archeology,
neurology, child development and even science fiction. It describes the evolution of the human brain in ancient hominids allowing humans to
eventually conceive a non-physical realm (the spirit world), and as the mind evolved intellectually from primitive animism to Christology, God
revealed himself gradually as the developing hominid brain became able to comprehend new ideas. For Believers, the author presents a new,
intellectually satisfying way to understand and defend the Bible. For both Skeptics and Believers, a worldview is offered that is spiritually
meaningful and scientifically sound.
This unique book reveals how Collaborative Innovation Networks (COINs) can be used to achieve resilience to change and external shocks.
COINs, which consist of 'cyberteams' of motivated individuals, are self-organizing emergent social systems for coping with external change.
The book describes how COINs enable resilience in healthcare, e.g. through teams of patients, family members, doctors and researchers to
support patients with chronic diseases, or by reducing infant mortality by forming groups of mothers, social workers, doctors, and
policymakers. It also examines COINs within large corporations and how they build resilience by forming, spontaneously and without
intervention on the part of the management, to creatively respond to new risks and external threats. The expert contributions also discuss
how COINs can benefit startups, offering new self-organizing forms of leadership in which all stakeholders collaborate to develop new
products.
The story of Gilgamesh, an ancient epic poem written on clay tablets in a cuneiform alphabet, is as fascinating and moving as it is crucial to
our ability to fathom the time and the place in which it was written. Gardner's version restores the poetry of the text and the lyricism that is lost
in the earlier, almost scientific renderings. The principal theme of the poem is a familiar one: man's persistent and hopeless quest for
immortality. It tells of the heroic exploits of an ancient ruler of the walled city of Uruk named Gilgamesh. Included in its story is an account of
the Flood that predates the Biblical version by centuries. Gilgamesh and his companion, a wild man of the woods named Enkidu, fight
monsters and demonic powers in search of honor and lasting fame. When Enkidu is put to death by the vengeful goddess Ishtar, Gilgamesh
travels to the underworld to find an answer to his grief and confront the question of mortality.
The Ancient Epic of Gilgamesh Brought to Life Gilgamesh Immortal: Young Adult Edition is a version of the original novel Gilgamesh Immortal
edited to be appropriate for ages 13 and above, Grades 8 and above. It is the third book in the series, Chronicles of the Nephilim For Young
Adults.The epic Journey of the great Mesopotamian King Gilgamesh who sought eternal life after Noah's Flood.In the primal age after the
Great Flood, the sons of Noah fill the earth. But God has given man over to his wickedness. One giant warrior king named Gilgamesh sets
out on an epic journey to seek eternal life in a world filled with death. Accompanied by his only friend, the wild-man Enkidu, his quest takes
them from a giant's forest, to the mountain of the gods, to the Path of the Sun in the Underworld, and ultimately to a distant magical island to
find the one man granted divine favor during the flood: Noah.And the secret Gilgamesh discovers will change history forever. Biblical Fantasy
Based on History and Ancient MythologyGilgamesh Immortal: Young Adult Edition is written in the spirit of The Chronicles of Narnia and The
Lord of the Rings, blending fantasy and mythopoeia with history to retell the Biblical narrative with a fresh perspective, making it come alive in
a new way, while staying true to the original spirit of the Bible story.
Modern critical scholarship has concluded that the books of the Hebrew Bible have not reached us in their original form but are the products
of lengthy evolution. Many of these books are thought to combine the works of more than one author or age and to have undergone
considerable revision. Tigay and the other contributors use comparisons of various texts from ancient Mesopotamia and post-exilic Israel.
Such comparisons show that the sort of development of biblical literature that nineteenth-century critics were led to postulate from close study
of the texts alone is characteristic of many ancient Near Eastern texts. 'Empirical Models for Biblical Criticism' is of value to scholars
interested in the Old Testament, as well as religion, theology, Jewish studies, Near Eastern studies, and comparative literature.

The world's oldest work of literature, the Epic of Gilgamesh recounts the adventures of the semimythical Sumerian king
of Uruk and his ultimately futile quest for immortality after the death of his friend and companion, Enkidu, a wildman sent
by the gods. Gilgamesh was deified by the Sumerians around 2500 BCE, and his tale as we know it today was codified in
cuneiform tablets around 1750 BCE and continued to influence ancient cultures—whether in specific incidents like a worldconsuming flood or in its quest structure—into Roman times. The epic was, however, largely forgotten, until the cuneiform
tablets were rediscovered in 1872 in the British Museum's collection of recently unearthed Mesopotamian artifacts. In the
decades that followed its translation into modern languages, the Epic of Gilgamesh has become a point of reference
throughout Western culture. In Gilgamesh among Us, Theodore Ziolkowski explores the surprising legacy of the poem
and its hero, as well as the epic’s continuing influence in modern letters and arts. This influence extends from Carl
Gustav Jung and Rainer Maria Rilke's early embrace of the epic's significance—"Gilgamesh is tremendous!" Rilke wrote to
his publisher's wife after reading it—to its appropriation since World War II in contexts as disparate as operas and
paintings, the poetry of Charles Olson and Louis Zukofsky, novels by John Gardner and Philip Roth, and episodes of Star
Trek: The Next Generation and Xena: Warrior Princess. Ziolkowski sees fascination with Gilgamesh as a reflection of
eternal spiritual values—love, friendship, courage, and the fear and acceptance of death. Noted writers, musicians, and
artists from Sweden to Spain, from the United States to Australia, have adapted the story in ways that meet the social
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and artistic trends of the times. The spirit of this capacious hero has absorbed the losses felt in the immediate postwar
period and been infused with the excitement and optimism of movements for gay rights, feminism, and environmental
consciousness. Gilgamesh is at once a seismograph of shifts in Western history and culture and a testament to the
verities and values of the ancient epic.
The ancient civilization of Mesopotamia thrived between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates over 4,000 years ago. The myths
collected here, originally written in cuneiform on clay tablets, include parallels with the biblical stories of the Creation and
the Flood, and the famous Epic of Gilgamesh, the tale of a man of great strength, whose heroic quest for immortality is
dashed through one moment of weakness. Recent developments in Akkadian grammar and lexicography mean that this
new translation, complete with notes, a glossary of deities, place-names, and key terms, and illustrations of the mythical
monsters featured in the text, will replace all other versions. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's
Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects
Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including
expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
Who wrote the first five books of the Bible? Does it really matter who did? The Books of Moses Revisited explores this
question by comparing the covenants of Exodus/Leviticus and Deuteronomy with the inter-state treaties of the late
second millennium BC. Some compelling similarities come to light, both in the pattern adopted and in many small details.
Lawrence clearly demonstrates this with many examples and diagrams, yet without assuming that readers possess a
detailed knowledge of ancient history and linguistics. Despite the entrenchment of the widely held theory--the so-called
Documentary Hypothesis--that the first five books of the Bible were the product of an anonymous editor living many
centuries after Moses, this book argues that the first five books of the Bible bear many hallmarks of being late second
millennium BC compositions and that Moses should not be ruled out as being the author. The book also explores how
several ancient texts--the Egyptian Story of Sinuhe, the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh, and Homer's Iliad and
Odyssey--were transmitted in antiquity and suggests that a similar process also lies behind the transmission of the first
five books of the Bible.
Schultz''s study of the phenomenon of prophetic quotation in the Old Testament draws upon other literary traditions to
develop a new model for the analysis of such quotations. He then applies this model to five representative examples from
Isaiah.'
The articles in this book tackle important linguistic, exegetical and historical questions concerning the Aramaic scrolls
from Qumran, addressing for instance the issue of their relevance to the development of apocalypticism and messianism
in the Jewish tradition.
Expand your knowledge—with theories and concepts that may challenge your assumptions about sexual attraction Human
sexuality can be better understood by knowing how sexual psychologies may have evolved throughout the ages.
Handbook of the Evolution of Human Sexuality presents a detailed examination of human sexuality, the assumptions
about concepts and terms pertaining to sexuality, and the latest theories on the evolution of human sexual attraction.
Leading experts explore various aspects of evolutionary theory, with a focus on Evolutionary Psychology (EP).
Discussions include mate preferences, mating behavior, mate signaling, pheromones, and same-sex attraction. This
comprehensive source also presents three groundbreaking theories of the evolution of same-sex attraction. Handbook of
the Evolution of Human Sexuality takes current assumptions about human sexuality, explains each in turn, and then
offers fresh perspectives on conventional concepts of sexual orientation. This extensive resource provides ample
evidence to argue that researchers should investigate sexual relationships based on a person's characteristics such as
personal traits, complementary roles/status, sexual acts, or situational context rather than simply the sex of the partner.
The book provides a discussion of evolutionary theory, evolution of human sexual culture, evolution of sexual pleasure,
and detailed analysis of assumptions about sexual orientation. The text is carefully referenced. Some of the topics
explored by Handbook of the Evolution of Human Sexuality include: links to non-human primate sexual behaviors and the
emergence of human (sexual) nature EP research on consensual adult human sexual behaviors studies of evolved male
and female mating strategies, mate preferences, and sexual psychologies a brief history of the theory of evolution ancient
culture, archeology, and an overview of premodern human sexuality evolutionary history of sexual pleasure human
mating strategies development of mate preferences sexual signals, such as distinctive physical features, material wealth,
etc. theories of the evolution of same-sex sexual attraction and behavior Primatologist Paul Vasey's observations of
female Japanese macaques and their female-female sexual encounters—with an examination of human male-male
behavior evolutionary history of female-female affectional bonding with a new theory on the behavior evolutionary history
of male-male sexual behavior—with intriguing thoughts on why it happened evolutionary history of pheromones as
chemical messengers much more Handbook of the Evolution of Human Sexuality is an important, thought-provoking
resource perfect for evolutionary psychologists, sexologists, educators, researchers, scholars, and graduate students.
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