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Published to widespread critical acclaim, Riel: A Life of Revolution proved that an intimate and revealing portrait of one of our most
enduring—and most isunderstood—legends could be an almost instant national bestseller. ‘Who is Louis Riel?’ Maggie Siggins
asks, and comes up with some fascinating answers. Seen by many as an unrepentant traitor, a messianic prophet and a pathetic
tyrant, Siggins uncovers the real Louis Riel—a complex man full of contradiction and angst, a charismatic visionary and poet, a
humanitarian who gave up prestige and wealth to fight for the Métis people. Infused with atmosphere and detail, this fascinating
portrait is illuminating in its accounts of the people and events that moulded the enigmatic rebel. Revealing a man passionate
about forging an equitable and just relationship between native and white people, Riel: A Life of Revolution is more relevant today
than ever before.
In the spring of 1453, the Ottoman Turks advanced on Constantinople in pursuit of an ancient Islamic dream: the capture of the
thousand year-old capital of Christian Byzantium. This text is an intense, extraordinary tale of courage and cruelty, technological
ingenuity, endurance and luck.
The late Byzantine period was a time characterized by both civil strife and foreign invasion, framed by two cataclysmic events: the
fall of Constantinople to the western Europeans in 1204 and again to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. Mark C. Bartusis here opens an
extraordinary window on the Byzantine Empire during its last centuries by providing the first comprehensive treatment of the dying
empire's military. Although the Byzantine army was highly visible, it was increasingly ineffective in preventing the incursion of
western European crusaders into the Aegean, the advance of the Ottoman Turks into Europe, and the slow decline and eventual
fall of the thousand-year Byzantine Empire. Using all the available Greek, western European, Slavic, and Turkish sources, Bartusis
describes the evolution of the army both as an institution and as an instrument of imperial policy. He considers the army's size,
organization, administration, and the varieties of soldiers, and he examines Byzantine feudalism and the army's impact on society
and the economy. In its extensive use of soldier companies composed of foreign mercenaries, the Byzantine army had many
parallels with those of western Europe; in the final analysis, Bartusis contends, the death of Byzantium was attributable more to a
shrinking fiscal base than to any lack of creative military thinking on the part of its leaders.
A gripping exploration of the fall of Constantinople and its connection to the world we live in today. The fall of Constantinople in
1453 signaled a shift in history and the end of the Byzantium Empire. Roger Crowley's readable and comprehensive account of the
battle between Mehmet II, sultan of the Ottoman Empire, and Constantine XI, the 57th emperor of Byzantium, illuminates the
period in history that was a precursor to the current conflict between the West and the Middle East.
Explore a major turning point in the history of Europe and the Middle East The fall of Constantinople was an event which had great
repercussions across both East and West. Why did it happen? How did it happen? And what was the aftermath? In this book,
you'll discover the most scintillating and relevant details-forlorn love, codified fratricide, and more-of the fall of Constantinople, the
capital city of the Byzantine Empire. The Fall of Constantinople: A Captivating Guide to the Conquest of Constantinople by the
Ottoman Turks that Marked the end of the Byzantine Empire includes topics such as: The Gateway to the West God Wills It:
Knights of the First Crusade Broken Promises: The Fourth Crusade Schisms in the Church Preparation: The Big Guns
Constantinople: The Final Stand The aftermath And much, much more! Get the book now to learn more about the Fall of
Constantinople!
How did the loss of one city change the history of Europe? In the Middle Ages, Constantinople’s perfect geographic
location—positioned along a land trade route between Europe and Asia as well as on a strategic seaway from the Black Sea to the
Mediterranean— made the city extremely desirous, and as a result, prone to attack. Under the control of the Roman and Byzantine
Empires, Constantinople became known as "the Eye of the World," a center of government, trade, art, religion, and learning, and
was even more desirous. Rulers built three sets of walls to protect Constantinople from attacks by Asiatic tribes. But the city’s fall
to the Turkish Ottomans in 1453 marked the official end of the Byzantine Empire—and the end of the Middle Ages. Learn how the
fall of Constantinople became one of history’s most pivotal moments.
Constantine, the Last Emperor of the Greeks, or the Conquest of Constantinople by the Turks (A.D. 1453) (1892), by ?edomilj
Mijatovic, is a fascinating history of the fall of Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire.
The matter of Christian–Muslim relations cannot be ignored these days. While the term itself may not appear all that often, relations between
the two faiths and their reciprocal perceptions are undeniable influences behind many current conflicts, declarations of mutual recognition and
peace negotiations, not to mention the brooding hatred of religious extremists. Since 9/11, relations between the two faiths have, in one form
or another, hardly been away from the news. This Handbook contains fundamental information about the major aspects of relations between
Christians and Muslims. Its various sections follow the history from the early seventh century to the present, the major religious issues that
have led to disputes between the two faiths, and the political implications of religious differences at various stages through history, as well as
in the present. It includes analysis of scriptural and theological themes and explores the characteristics of relations at important points in
history and also in various parts of the world today. Chapters are devoted to the most significant intellectual interpretations and encounters,
the main armed clashes, including the Crusades, and the important documents issued by each faith that in recent years have led the way
towards new developments in recognition and acceptance. With chapters written by some of the foremost experts in the field, the book traces
the largely dark history of relations and explains the underlying reasons why Muslims and Christians have found tolerance and respect for the
other difficult. It is an excellent resource for understanding the past and for highlighting lessons for future relations between the world’s two
largest religions.
Philip Mansel's highly acclaimed history absorbingly charts the interaction between the vibrantly cosmopolitan capital of Constantinople - the
city of the world's desire - and its ruling family. In 1453, Mehmed the Conqueror entered Constantinople on a white horse, beginning an
Ottoman love affair with the city that lasted until 1924, when the last Caliph hurriedly left on the Orient Express. For almost five centuries
Constantinople, with its enormous racial and cultural diversity, was the centre of the dramatic and often depraved story of an extraordinary
dynasty.
Explore the Captivating History of the Ottoman Empire by diving deep into this book! In this Turkish Empire history book, you will discover: Mehmed II - Pax Ottomana - The Era of Transformation - The War of the Holy League So if you want to learn more about the Ottoman
Empire, click "Buy Now" and Start Reading!
Constantine XI’s last moments in life, as he stood before the walls of Constantinople in 1453, have bestowed a heroic status on him. This
book produces a more balanced portrait of an intriguing individual: the last emperor of Constantinople. To be sure, the last of the Greek
Caesars was a fascinating figure, not so much because he was a great statesman, as he was not, and not because of his military prowess,
as he was neither a notable tactician nor a soldier of exceptional merit. This monarch may have formulated grandiose plans but his hopes
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and ambitions were ultimately doomed, because he failed to inspire his own subjects, who did not rally to his cause. Constantine lacked the
skills to create, restore, or maintain harmony in his troubled realm. In addition, he was ineffective on the diplomatic front, as he proved unable
to stimulate Latin Christendom to mount an expedition and come to the aid of south-eastern Orthodox Europe. Yet in sharp contrast to his
numerous shortcomings, his military defeats, and the various disappointments during his reign, posterity still fondly remembers the last
Constantine.
While their victory ensured the Turks' survival, the conquest of Constantinople marked the end of Byzantine civilization for the Greeks, by
triggering the scholarly exodus that caused an influx of Classical studies into the European Renaissance.
Reproduction of the original: The Story of Constantinople by William Holden Hutton
The Ottoman Empire was a state that controlled much of Southeastern Europe, Western Asia, and Northern Africa between the 14th and
early 20th centuries. It was founded at the end of the 13th century in northwestern Anatolia in the town of Sö?üt by the Turkoman tribal leader
Osman I. After 1354, the Ottomans crossed into Europe and with the conquest of the Balkans, the Ottoman principalities were transformed
into a transcontinental empire. The Ottomans ended the Byzantine Empire with the 1453 conquest of Constantinople by Mehmed the
Conqueror. When studying the fall of the Ottoman Empire, historians have argued over the breaking point that saw a leading global power
slowly become a decadent empire. The failed Battle of Vienna in 1683 is certainly an important turning point for the expanding empire; the
defeat of Grand Vizier Kara Mustafa Pasha at the hands of a coalition led by the Austrian Habsburg dynasty, Holy Roman Empire and PolishLithuanian commonwealth marked the end of Ottoman expansionism.

This major study is a comprehensive scholarly work on a key moment in the history of Europe, the fall of Constantinople to the
Ottoman Turks in 1453. The result of years of research, it presents all available sources along with critical evaluations of these
narratives. The authors have consulted texts in all relevant languages, both those that remain only in manuscript and others that
have been printed, often in careless and inferior editions. Attention is also given to 'folk history' as it evolved over centuries,
producing prominent myths and folktales in Greek, medieval Russian, Italian, and Turkish folklore. Part I, The Pen, addresses the
complex questions introduced by this myriad of original literature and secondary sources.
By 1400, the once-mighty Byzantine Empire stood on the verge of destruction. Most of its territories had been lost to the Ottoman
Turks, and Constantinople was under close blockade. Against all odds, Byzantium lingered on for another fifty years until 1453,
when the Ottomans dramatically toppled the capital's walls. During this bleak and uncertain time, ordinary Byzantines faced
difficult decisions to protect their livelihoods and families against the death throes of their homeland. In this evocative and moving
book, Jonathan Harris explores individual stories of diplomatic maneuverings, covert defiance, and sheer luck against a backdrop
of major historical currents and offers a new perspective on the real reasons behind the fall of this extraordinarily fascinating
empire.
IT was in 1299 that Osman (Othmain, Uthman) declared himself Emir of the Turks, that is, of the tribe over which he ruled. The
Seljuq Turks have been treated in a previous chapter; but there were many other Turkish tribes present in the middle and at the
end of the thirteenth century in Asia Minor and Syria, and, in order to understand the conditions under which the Ottoman Turks
advanced and became a nation, a short notice of the condition of Anatolia at that time is necessary. The country appeared indeed
to be everywhere overrun with Turks. A constant stream of Turkish immigrants had commenced to flow from the south-west of
Central Asia during the eleventh century, and continued during the twelfth and indeed long after the capture of Constantinople.
Some of these went westward to the north of the Black Sea, while those with whom we are concerned entered Asia Minor through
the lands between the Persian Gulf and the Black Sea.
Although many educated people think they know about the fall of the Roman Empire, Professor Liulevicius says the end actually
happened 1,000 years later with the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks. Delve deeper into this event and learn the trauma
the loss created for Europeans.
Analyzes the Crusades from European and Arabic viewpoints
The Fall of Constantinople was the capture of the capital of the Byzantine Empire by an invading Ottoman army on 29 May 1453.
The attackers were commanded by the then 21-year-old Sultan Mehmed II, who defeated an army commanded by Emperor
Constantine XI Palaiologos and took control of the imperial capital, ending a 53-day siege. After conquering the city, Sultan
Mehmed transferred the capital of his Empire from Edirne to Constantinople, and established his court there. The conquest of the
city of Constantinople and the end of the Byzantine Empire was a key event in the Late Middle Ages which also marks, for some
historians, the end of the Medieval period. This book gives an account of one of the most important siege in the Medieval history.
A documented narrative history of the Byzantine Empire from 1261 until its fall in 1453.
This collection of papers on the city of Constantinople by a distinguished group of Byzantine historians, art historians, and
archaeologists provides new perspectives as well as new evidence on the monuments, topography, social and economic life of the
Byzantine imperial capital.
A member of the imperial Palaiologan family, albeit most probably illegitimate, Isidore became a scholar at a young age and began
his rise in the Byzantine ecclesiastical ranks. He was an active advocate of the union of the Orthodox and Catholic Churches in
Constantinople. His military exploits, including his participation in the defence of Constantinople in 1453, provide us with
eyewitness accounts. Without doubt he travelled widely, perhaps more so than any other individual in the annals of Byzantine
history: Greece, Asia Minor, Sicily, Russia, Poland, Lithuania, and Italy. His roles included diplomat, high ecclesiastic in both the
Orthodox and Catholic churches, theologian, soldier, papal emissary to the Constantinopolitan court, delegate to the Council of
Florence, advisor to the last Byzantine emperors, metropolitan of Kiev and all Russia, and member of the Vatican curia. This is an
original work based on new archival research and the first monograph to study Cardinal Isidore in his many diverse roles. His
contributions to the events of the first six decades of the quattrocento are important for the study of major Church councils and the
fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks. Isidore played a crucial role in each of these events.
Byzantium was the last bastion of the Roman Empire following the fall of the Western Roman Empire. It fought for survival for eight
centuries until, in the mid-15th century, the emperor Constantine XI ruled just a handful of whittled down territories, an empire in
name and tradition only. This lavishly illustrated book chronicles the history of Byzantium, the evolution of the defenses of
Constantinople and the epic siege of the city, which saw a force of 80,000 men repelled by a small group of determined defenders
until the Turks smashed the city's protective walls with artillery. Regarded by some as the tragic end of the Roman Empire, and by
others as the belated suppression of an aging relic by an ambitious young state, the impact of the capitulation of the city resonated
through the centuries and heralded the rapid rise of the Islamic Ottoman Empire.
An engrossing chronicle of the Fourth Crusade and the fall of the Holy Roman Empire, from the bestselling author of Thermopylae.
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At the dawn of the thirteenth century, Constantinople stood as the bastion of Christianity in Eastern Europe. The capital city of the
Byzantine Empire, it was a center of art, culture, and commerce that had commanded trading routes between Asia, Russia, and
Europe for hundreds of years. But in 1204, the city suffered a devastating attack that would spell the end of the Holy Roman
Empire. The army of the Fourth Crusade had set out to reclaim Jerusalem, but under the sway of their Venetian patrons, the
crusaders diverted from their path in order to lay siege to Constantinople. With longstanding tensions between the Roman Catholic
and Eastern Orthodox churches, the crusaders set arms against their Christian neighbors, destroying a vital alliance between
Eastern and Western Rome. In The Great Betrayal, historian Ernle Bradford brings to life this powerful tale of envy and greed,
demonstrating the far-reaching consequences this siege would have across Europe for centuries to come.
Five hundred years ago the great walled city of Constantinople fell under the relentless siege of the Ottoman Turks led by Sultan
Mehmed II, Mehmed the Conqueror. Kristovoulos, one of the vanquished Greeks, later entered into the service of the Conqueror
and began to write a history of the Sultan's life, starting with the year 1451, the beginning of Mehmed's 31-year reign. Death
apparently prevented Kritovoulos from completing his account, but the manuscript covering the first seventeen years has been
preserved and this exciting chronicle is here translated into English for the first time. Charles T. Riggs, who died in February 1953
at Robert College in modern Istanbul, was a missionary in the Near East. Originally published in 1954. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
"Originally published in hardcover in the United States by Crown Publishers in 2009"--T.p. verso.
A comprehensive and sweeping history of the last 250 years of the Eastern Roman Empire, from the time of the disastrous Fourth
Crusade to the dramatic and bloody seizure of the ancient capital city of Constantinople by the Ottoman Turks. Drawing upon a
rich array of original texts written by eyewitnesses and classical historians, this richly-researched work pulls no punches in
highlighting the litany of inter-European squabbles-including those between the Roman and Eastern Catholic churches, and
national and city divisions-which steadily weakened the great eastern capital city of Constantinople. At the same time, hordes of
central Asians-accurately racially described in this book-were forming to seize the lands of the once-great Eastern Roman Empire
in the Middle East and Asia Minor. The Asiatic advance-under several tribal names but always subservient to the flag of Islamfinally conquered all of the present-day Middle East and Turkey, seizing those lands from the Christian West. The city of
Constantinople, depleted and weakened behind its 1,000-year-walls, was cut off, an island in a sea of Mohammedans. The
inevitable siege and fall of that city, and the final chapter of the Roman Empire was written in blood, with the very last emperor cut
down in the final defense against the invading Ottoman Turks. In addition, this work highlights the fact that the Ottoman Turks
could not have achieved their victory without the aid of thousands of white renegades-from the Janissary elite troops to the
Hungarian master armorer Urban, who built the great guns which knocked down Constantinople's walls. This work ends with the
aftereffects of the fall of the Eastern Roman Empire, which included a revival in Greek learning in the West, and a realization that a
united front was needed to halt the Turkish advance-a front which only became a reality over 200 years later when the Muslim
invasion was finally halted at the gates of Vienna.
This volume considers the period of Ottoman rule in Greek history in light of changing scholarship about this era and makes it accessible for
the first time to a wider audience.
*Includes pictures. *Includes a bibliography for further reading. In terms of geopolitics, perhaps the most seminal event of the Middle Ages
was the successful Ottoman siege of Constantinople in 1453. The city had been an imperial capital as far back as the 4th century, when
Constantine the Great shifted the power center of the Roman Empire there, effectively establishing two almost equally powerful halves of
antiquity's greatest empire. Constantinople would continue to serve as the capital of the Byzantine Empire even after the Western half of the
Roman Empire collapsed in the late 5th century. Naturally, the Ottoman Empire would also use Constantinople as the capital of its empire
after their conquest effectively ended the Byzantine Empire, and thanks to its strategic location, it has been a trading center for years and
remains one today under the Turkish name of Istanbul. The end of the Byzantine Empire had a profound effect not only on the Middle East
but Europe as well. Constantinople had played a crucial part in the Crusades, and the fall of the Byzantines meant that the Ottomans now
shared a border with Europe. The Islamic empire was viewed as a threat by the predominantly Christian continent to their west, and it took
little time for different European nations to start clashing with the powerful Turks. In fact, the Ottomans would clash with Russians, Austrians,
Venetians, Polish, and more before collapsing as a result of World War I, when they were part of the Central powers. The Ottoman conquest
of Constantinople also played a decisive role in fostering the Renaissance in Western Europe. The Byzantine Empire's influence had helped
ensure that it was the custodian of various ancient texts, most notably from the ancient Greeks, and when Constantinople fell, Byzantine
refugees flocked west to seek refuge in Europe. Those refugees brought books that helped spark an interest in antiquity that fueled the Italian
Renaissance and essentially put an end to the Middle Ages altogether. The Fall of Constantinople traces the history of the formation of the
Ottoman Empire, the siege that toppled the city, and the dissolution of the Byzantine Empire. Along with pictures depicting important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the fall of Constantinople like never before, in no time at all.
The fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans in 1453 marked the end of a thousand years of the Christian Roman Empire. Thereafter, world
civilisation began a process of radical change. The West came to identify itself as Europe; the Russians were set on the path of autocracy;
the Ottomans were transformed into a world power while the Greeks were left exiles in their own land. The loss of Constantinople created a
void. How that void was to be filled is the subject of this book. Michael Angold examines the context of late Byzantine civilisation and the
cultural negotiation which allowed the city of Constantinople to survive for so long in the face of Ottoman power. He shows how the
devastating impact of its fall lay at the centre of a series of interlocking historical patterns which marked this time of decisive change for the
late medieval world. This concise and original study will be essential reading for students and scholars of Byzantine and late medieval history,
as well as anyone with an interest in this significant turning point in world history.
This title details the epic four-month siege of the city of Constantinople, last vestige of the once mighty Roman and Byzantine Empires.
Mehmet 'The Conqueror' led an army of 80,000 men with a massive siege train against the city. Defending were a mere 10,000 men under
the Emperor Constantine XI. The Turkish artillery battered the ancient city walls mercilessly, levelling a large section. A gallant defence held
off the massive Turkish assault for several hours. Refusing appeals to flee, Constantine returned to the breaches and fought until
overwhelmed and killed. Thus died the last Emperor of the Byzantines and with him his once glorious empire. David Nicolle examines one of
the most famous military encounters in history, which marked the final demise of the Roman/Byzantine Empire.
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