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The book examines the critical use of biblical and early Christian traditions in such Christian-Gnostic texts as the
Apocryphon of John, The Nature of the Archons, The Apocalypse of Adam, The Testimony of Truth, The Apocalypse of
Peter, The Letter of Peter to Philip, and the apocryphal Acts of John.
An eye-opening introduction to the complex world of esoteric Christianity—perfect for the general reader This guide to
mystical and esoteric Christianity speaks from a nonsectarian point of view, unearthing insights from the whole of the
Christian tradition, orthodox and heretical, famous and obscure. The esoteric tradition has traditionally searched for
meanings that would yield a deeper inner knowledge of the divine. While traditional Christianity draws a timeline from
Adam's Fall to the Day of Judgment, the esoteric often sees time as folding in on itself, bringing every point to the here
and now. While the Church fought bitterly over dogma, the esoteric borrowed freely from other traditions—Kabbalah,
astrology, and alchemy—in their search for metaphors of inner truth. Rather than basing his book around exponents of
esoteric doctrine, scholar Richard Smoley concentrates on the questions that are of interest to every searching Christian.
How can one attain direct spiritual experience? What does "the Fall" really tell us about coming to terms with the world
we live in? Can we find salvation in everyday life? How can we ascend, spiritually, through the various levels of
existence? What was Christ's true message to humankind? From the Gospel of Thomas to A Course in Miracles, from
the Jesus Prayer to alchemy and Tarot, from Origen to Dante to Jung, Richard Smoley sheds the light of an alternative
Christianity on these issues and more.
A collection of extra-biblical scriptures written by the gnostics, updated with three ancient texts including the recently
discovered Gospel of Judas This definitive introduction to the gnostic scriptures provides a crucial look at the theology,
religious atmosphere, and literary traditions of ancient Christianity and Hellenistic Judaism. It provides authoritative
translations of ancient texts from Greek, Latin, and Coptic, with introductions, bibliographies, and annotations. The texts
are organized to reflect the history of gnosticism in the second through fourth centuries CE. This second edition provides
updates throughout and adds three new ancient texts, including the recently discovered Gospel of Judas.
Deepens and refreshes our view of early Christianity while casting a disturbing light on the evolution of the attitudes
passed down to us. How did the early Christians come to believe that sex was inherently sinful? When did the Fall of
Adam become synonymous with the fall of humanity? What turned Christianity from a dissident sect that championed the
integrity of the individual and the idea of free will into the bulwark of a new imperial order—with the central belief that
human beings cannot not choose to sin? In this provocative masterpiece of historical scholarship Elaine Pagels rePage 1/11
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creates the controversies that racked the early church as it confronted the riddles of sexuality, freedom, and sin as
embodied in the story of Genesis. And she shows how what was once heresy came to shape our own attitudes toward
the body and the soul.
A new translation and restructuring of the New Testament by the author of The Gnostic Bible is based on the Greek
volume and draws on Semitic sources to restore its faithful, plain, and lyrical narratives, in a volume that also seeks to
identify the Greco-Jewish identity of key biblical figures.
Gnosticism is a countercultural spirituality that forever changed the practice of Christianity. Before it emerged in the
second century, passage to the afterlife required obedience to God and king. Gnosticism proposed that human beings
were manifestations of the divine, unsettling the hierarchical foundations of the ancient world. Subversive and
revolutionary, Gnostics taught that prayer and mediation could bring human beings into an ecstatic spiritual union with a
transcendent deity. This mystical strain affected not just Christianity but many other religions, and it characterizes our
understanding of the purpose and meaning of religion today. In The Gnostic New Age, April D. DeConick recovers this
vibrant underground history to prove that Gnosticism was not suppressed or defeated by the Catholic Church long ago,
nor was the movement a fabrication to justify the violent repression of alternative forms of Christianity. Gnosticism
alleviated human suffering, soothing feelings of existential brokenness and alienation through the promise of renewal as
God. DeConick begins in ancient Egypt and follows with the rise of Gnosticism in the Middle Ages, the advent of
theosophy and other occult movements in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and contemporary New Age
spiritual philosophies. As these theories find expression in science-fiction and fantasy films, DeConick sees evidence of
Gnosticism's next incarnation. Her work emphasizes the universal, countercultural appeal of a movement that embodies
much more than a simple challenge to religious authority.
A new translation and analysis of one of the most controversial of the apocryphal gospels • Emphasizes an initiatic
marriage between the male and female principles as the heart of the Christian mystery • Bears witness to the physical
relationship shared by Jesus and Mary Magdalene • Translated from the Coptic and analyzed by the author of the
bestselling The Gospel of Mary Magdalene (over 90,000 sold The mainstream position of the Christian church on
sexuality was perhaps best summed up by Pope Innocent III (1160-1216) when he stated that “the sexual act is so
shameful that it is intrinsically evil.” Another Christian theologian maintained that the “Holy Ghost is absent from the
room shared by a wedded couple.” What Philip records in his gospel is that Christ said precisely the opposite: The
nuptial chamber is in fact the holy of holies. For Philip the holy trinity includes the feminine presence. God is the Father,
the Holy Ghost is the Mother, and Jesus is the Son. Neither man nor woman alone is created in the image of God. It is
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only in their relationship with one another--the sacred embrace in which they share the divine breath--that they resemble
God. The Gospel of Philip is best known for its portrayal of the physical relationship shared by Jesus and his most
beloved disciple, Mary of Magdala. Because it ran counter to the direction of the Church, which condemned the “works of
the flesh,” Philip’s gospel was suppressed and lost until rediscovered at Nag Hammadi in 1947. Orthodox theologian
Jean-Yves Leloup’s translation from the Coptic and his analysis of this gospel are presented here for the first time in
English. What emerges from this important source text is a restoration of the sacred initiatic union between the male and
female principles that was once at the heart of Christianity’s sacred mystery.
Translated by R. McL. WilsonA full-scale study based on the documents of the Coptic Gnostic library found at Nag
Hammadi providing a comprehensive survey of the nature, the teachings, the history and the influence of this religion.
A profound exploration of the Bible's most controversial book—from the author of Beyond Belief and The Gnostic Gospels
The strangest book of the New Testament, filled with visions of the Rapture, the whore of Babylon, and apocalyptic
writing of the end of times, the Book of Revelation has fascinated readers for more than two thousand years, but where
did it come from? And what are the meanings of its surreal images of dragons, monsters, angels, and cosmic war? Elaine
Pagels, New York Times bestselling author and "the preeminent voice of biblical scholarship to the American public" (The
Philadelphia Inquirer), elucidates the true history of this controversial book, uncovering its origins and the roots of dissent,
violence, and division in the world's religions. Brilliantly weaving scholarship with a deep understanding of the human
needs to which religion speaks, Pagels has written what may be the masterwork of her unique career.
Brakke writes a pioneering study of the way the demon role relates to religious thinking and to cultural anxieties. The
author’s sources include biographies of exceptional monks, collections of monastic sayings and stories, letters from
ascetic teachers to their disciples, sermons, community rules, and biblical commentaries. When monks imagined the
resistance that they had to overcome in cultivating their selves or the temptation that offered an easier path, they saw
supernatural beings that could take the shapes of animals, women, boys, and false angels in their attempts to seduce
monks away from their devotion to God. And when they considered the inclinations in their own selves that opposed their
best intentions, they concluded that demons introduced such problematic “thoughts” to their minds. Although the last
twenty years has seen an explosion of scholarship on early Christian asceticism, producing brilliant explorations of the
body, sexual renunciation, fasting, and gender, combat with demons has been left relatively unexplored.
Restores to the forefront of the Christian tradition the importance of the divine feminine • The first complete Englishlanguage translation of the original Coptic Gospel of Mary, with line-by-line commentary • Reveals the eminence of the
divine feminine in Christian thought • Offers a new perspective on the life of one of the most controversial figures in the
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Western spiritual tradition Perhaps no figure in biblical scholarship has been the subject of more controversy and debate
than Mary Magdalene. Also known as Miriam of Magdala, Mary Magdalene was considered by the apostle John to be the
founder of Christianity because she was the first witness to the Resurrection. In most theological studies she has been
depicted as a reformed prostitute, the redeemed sinner who exemplifies Christ's mercy. Today's reader can ponder her
role in the gospels of Philip, Thomas, Peter, and Bartholomew--the collection of what have come to be known as the
Gnostic gospels rejected by the early Christian church. Mary's own gospel is among these, but until now it has remained
unknown to the public at large. Orthodox theologian Jean-Yves Leloup's translation of the Gospel of Mary from the Coptic
and his thorough and profound commentary on this text are presented here for the first time in English. The gospel text
and the spiritual exegesis of Leloup together reveal unique teachings that emphasize the eminence of the divine feminine
and an abiding love of nature over the dualistic and ascetic interpretations of Christianity presented elsewhere. What
emerges from this important source text and commentary is a renewal of the sacred feminine in the Western spiritual
tradition and a new vision for Christian thought and faith throughout the world.
The people we’ve come to call gnostics were passionate advocates of the view that salvation comes through knowledge
and personal experience, and their passion shines through in the remarkable body of writings they produced over a
period of more than a millennium and a half. Willis Barnstone and Marvin Meyer have created a translation that brings the
gnostic voices to us from across the centuries with remarkable power and beauty—beginning with texts from the earliest
years of Christianity—including material from the Nag Hammadi library—and continuing all the way up to expressions of
gnostic wisdom found within Islam and in the Cathar movement of the Middle Ages. The twenty-one texts included here
serve as a compact introduction to Gnosticism and its principal ideas—and they also provide an entrée to the pleasures of
gnostic literature in general, representing, as they do, the greatest masterpieces of that tradition.
For 1,600 years its message lay hidden. When the bound papyrus pages of this lost gospel finally reached scholars who
could unlock its meaning, they were astounded. Here was a gospel that had not been seen since the early days of
Christianity, and which few experts had even thought existed–a gospel told from the perspective of Judas Iscariot,
history’s ultimate traitor. And far from being a villain, the Judas that emerges in its pages is a hero. In this radical
reinterpretation, Jesus asks Judas to betray him. In contrast to the New Testament Gospels, Judas Iscariot is presented
as a role model for all those who wish to be disciples of Jesus and is the one apostle who truly understands Jesus.
Discovered by farmers in the 1970s in Middle Egypt, the codex containing the gospel was bought and sold by antiquities
traders, secreted away, and carried across three continents, all the while suffering damage that reduced much of it to
fragments. In 2001, it finally found its way into the hands of a team of experts who would painstakingly reassemble and
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restore it. The Gospel of Judas has been translated from its original Coptic to clear prose, and is accompanied by
commentary that explains its fascinating history in the context of the early Church, offering a whole new way of
understanding the message of Jesus Christ.
In December 1945, two Egyptian fellahin, digging for natural fertilizer in the Nile River valley unearthed a sealed storage
jar. The jar proved to hold treasure of an unexpected sort: a collection of some fifty-two ancient manuscripts, most of
which reflect the teachings of a mystical religious movement we call Gnosticism (from the Greek word gnosis,
"knowledge"). The texts are also, with few exceptions, Christian documents, and thus they provide us with valuable new
information about the character of the early church, and about the Gnostic Christians within the church. In this volume,
Marvin W. Meyer has produced a new English translation for general readers of four of the most important and revealing
of these early Christian texts -- the Secret Book of James, the Gospel of Thomas, the Book of Thomas, and the Secret
Book of John.
THE GNOSTIC BIBLE is by far the most comprehensive compilation of gnostic texts ever published - and the first aimed
at rendering the texts in poetic, readable prose. The gnostics were religious thinkers engaged in the quest for wisdom
and knowledge, and they proclaimed a salvation to be found through mystical knoweldge and intuition. As the Gospel of
Thomas puts it, "Know whatis in front of your face and what is hidden from you will be disclosed. There is nothing hidden
from you that will not be revealed." Dating from the first to the thirteen centuries, these gnostic texts represent Jewish,
Chritian, Hemetic, Mandaean, Manichaean, Islamic and Cathar forms of gnostic spirituality, and they derive from Egypt,
the Greco-Roman world, the Middle East, Syria, Iraq, China, France and elsewhere. These texts show that gnosticism
was a world religion that sought truths in a wide variety of religious traditions and expressed those truths in powerful and
provocative mystical poetry and prose. The impact of gnosticism upon other religions of the world was considerable, and
the influence of gnosticism continues to the present day. This volume represents the first time that such a diverse
collection of gnostic texts is published in a single volume and some of the texts are translated into English for the first
time here. The texts are accompanied bu introductions and notes and additional study aids describe gnosticism,
elucidate gnostic terms and suggest further readings.
This introduction to the gnostic scriptures takes a look at the theology, religious atmosphere and literary traditions of
ancient Christianity and Hellenistic Judaism.
Long ater the death of Christ, the apostles seek out Mary Magdalene. They have come for her memories of Jesus, as she was closest to and
most loved by him. Thus begins her story: her childhood and the murder of her parents; her education and service at a brothel; her first love.
Mary recounts her intimate experience with Jesus of Nazareth--of meeting this remarkable man, their all-too-human relationship, and his
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journey toward destiny. Later, when she realizes the apostles are intentionally altering Christ's teachings to suit their own goals, Mary
struggles to spread theundistorted teachings herself, joining with her sisters who would otherwise have no place, and no voice, in the new
church the apostles are creating. In sharing her own story, Mary weaves a richly textured tapestry of people, landscapes, cultures, and
beliefs, and provides new insight into the role of women in the early Christian church. Marianne Fredrikkson masterfully breathes new life into
the figure of Mary Magdalene in this triumphal novel of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, seen through the eyes of the woman
who loved him most.
For all those readers curious to read the actual texts of the Gnostic Gospels, here is the definitive collection of all the Gnostic Gospels and
Gospel–like texts. o Marvin Meyer, premier scholar of Gnostic and other Christian literature outside the New Testament, presents every
Gnostic Gospel and Jesus text with a brilliant overall introduction, introductions to each text, and notes that explain everything the reader
needs to know to understand the text. He includes his latest translations of not only the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Philip, the Gospel of
Mary, but other texts such as the Secret Book of John, which some scholars regard as the second part of the New Testament Gospel of
John. The material is largely from the discovery at Nag Hammadi, freshly translated and introduced, but also includes texts found elsewhere.
The texts, especially taken together, present an image of Jesus as the ultimate wisdom teacher, a kind of mysterious Jewish Zen master, who
scandalized listeners by his radical egalitarianism (regarding women, slaves, the poor, the marginalized as of equal status, or more, with
establishment male believers) and his insistence on living the message, spiritual experience, vs. outer observance only. o For those wanting
to learn more after reading The Da Vinci Code. This book provides the definitive next book for those looking for expert presentation of the
alternative Gnostic stream of Christianity, in which there is no talk of crucifixion and Mary Magdalene is presented as the disciple that Jesus
loved best. "Marv is one of the original secret gospels scholars who has done an enormous amount of work to bring these texts to light. All of
his research on the Nag Hammadi texts is having an incredible impact on our knowledge of early Christian history––it is virtually redefining it."
––Dr. Elaine Pagels, Princeton University
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time The Gnostic Gospels is a landmark study of the longburied roots of Christianity, a work of luminous scholarship and wide popular appeal. First published in 1979 to critical acclaim, winning the
National Book Award and the National Book Critics Circle Award, The Gnostic Gospels has continued to grow in reputation and influence
over the past two decades. It is now widely recognized as one of the most brilliant and accessible histories of early Christian spirituality
published in our time. In 1945 an Egyptian peasant unearthed what proved to be the Gnostic Gospels, thirteen papyrus volumes that
expounded a radically different view of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ from that of the New Testament. In this spellbinding book,
renowned religious scholar Elaine Pagels elucidates the mysteries and meanings of these sacred texts both in the world of the first Christians
and in the context of Christianity today. With insight and passion, Pagels explores a remarkable range of recently discovered gospels,
including the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, to show how a variety of “Christianities” emerged at a time of
extraordinary spiritual upheaval. Some Christians questioned the need for clergy and church doctrine, and taught that the divine could be
discovered through spiritual search. Many others, like Buddhists and Hindus, sought enlightenment—and access to God—within. Such
explorations raised questions: Was the resurrection to be understood symbolically and not literally? Was God to be envisioned only in
masculine form, or feminine as well? Was martyrdom a necessary—or worthy—expression of faith? These early Christians dared to ask
questions that orthodox Christians later suppressed—and their explorations led to profoundly different visions of Jesus and his message.
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Brilliant, provocative, and stunning in its implications, The Gnostic Gospels is a radical, eloquent reconsideration of the origins of the Christian
faith.
"The Direct Path is the Path to God without dogma or priests or gurus, the Path of DIRECT self-empowerment and self-awakening. Whether
you know it yet or not, you have been on it since the day you were born." Today more Americans than ever consider themselves to be
"spiritual" people, and yet regular attendance at religious institutions is down, perhaps because many of us are searching for a way to
encounter the divine on our own terms. We long to connect with something greater than ourselves, but are often conflicted about the
teachings and rituals of organized religions, or simply don't know where to begin. In this groundbreaking, eloquently written work, renowned
religious scholar Andrew Harvey builds on his twenty-five-year study of the world's various mystical traditions--including Buddhism, Hinduism,
Taoism, Sufism, the Kabbalah, and Christian mysticism--to create an illuminating spiritual map that anyone can use to develop a direct path
to the divine. Andrew Harvey has devoted his life to the study and pursuit of the divine, and in The Direct Path he chronicles his own spiritual
journey, revealing the events that led to his own disillusionment with the guru system, and the hierarchy and hypocrisy of many contemporary
religious movements. He then provides us with the tools we need to cultivate a personal relationship with the divine without relying on gurus,
churches, or other institutions and intermediaries. Drawing on mystical traditions from around the world, Harvey outlines eighteen sacred
practices--including breathing, chanting, meditation, prayer, and the practice of lovingkindness--that readers can use to unite mind, body, and
soul, and he streamlines them into a step-by-step guide to personalized spiritual development and enlightenment. He discusses the four
stages of spiritual transformation--awakening, engagement, marriage, and birthing--and shows us how we can incorporate the sacred into
everyday life through activities such as dieting and fasting, dancing, laughing, and healing exercises such as yoga and tai chi. Through
practical lessons and exercises, Harvey guides us in excavating our spiritual self, and creating not only a path to the divine but to the millions
of other selves who walk the earth with us. Perfect for anyone who, in this time of spiritual uncertainty, yearns for fresh teachings and wisdom
that will bring them closer to their life's purpose and meaning, The Direct Path is an intelligent, beautifully crafted masterpiece from one of
today's most celebrated and respected spiritual luminaries.
"The fulfilled renown of Moby-Dick and of As I Lay Dying is augmented by Blood Meridian, since Cormac McCarthy is the worthy disciple both
of Melville and Faulkner," writes esteemed literary scholar Harold Bloom in his Introduction to the Modern Library edition. "I venture that no
other living American novelist, not even Pynchon, has given us a book as strong and memorable." Cormac McCarthy's masterwork, Blood
Meridian, chronicles the brutal world of the Texas-Mexico borderlands in the mid-nineteenth century. Its wounded hero, the teenage Kid, must
confront the extraordinary violence of the Glanton gang, a murderous cadre on an official mission to scalp Indians and sell those scalps.
Loosely based on fact, the novel represents a genius vision of the historical West, one so fiercely realized that since its initial publication in
1985 the canon of American literature has welcomed Blood Meridian to its shelf. "A classic American novel of regeneration through violence,"
declares Michael Herr. "McCarthy can only be compared to our greatest writers."
Tells the story of the devolution of God from perfect Oneness down to imprisonment in the material world. Original.
A New York Times bestselling historian of early Christianity takes on two of the most gripping questions of human existence: where did the
ideas of heaven and hell come from and why do they endure? What happens when we die? A recent Pew Research poll showed that 72% of
Americans believe in a literal heaven and 58% believe in a literal hell. Most people who hold these beliefs are Christian and assume they are
the age-old teachings of the Bible. But eternal rewards and punishments are found nowhere in the Old Testament and are not what Jesus or
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his disciples taught. So where did these ideas come from? In this “eloquent understanding of how death is viewed through many spiritual
traditions” (Publishers Weekly, starred review), Bart Ehrman recounts the long history of the afterlife, ranging from The Epic of Gilgamesh up
to the writings of Augustine, focusing especially on the teachings of Jesus and his early followers. He discusses ancient guided tours of
heaven and hell, in which a living person observes the sublime blessings of heaven for those who are saved and the horrifying torments of
hell for those who are damned. Some of these accounts take the form of near death experiences, the oldest on record, with intriguing
similarities to those reported today. One of Ehrman’s startling conclusions is that there never was a single Greek, Jewish, or Christian
understanding of the afterlife, but numerous competing views. Moreover, these views did not come from nowhere; they were intimately
connected with the social, cultural, and historical worlds out of which they emerged. Only later, in the early Christian centuries, did they
develop into notions of eternal bliss or damnation widely accepted today. In this “elegant history” (The New Yorker), Ehrman helps us reflect
on where our ideas of the afterlife come from. With his “richly layered-narrative” (The Boston Globe) he assures us that even if there may be
something to hope for when we die, there certainly is nothing to fear.
This eye-opening collection of texts sheds light on the esoteric knowledge of Gnosticism, revealing intimate conversations between Jesus
and his Disciples In 1945, several gospels, hidden since the first century, were found in the Egyptian Desert at Nag Hammadi. This discovery
caused a sensation as the scrolls revealed the mysteries of the Gnostics—a movement which emerged during the formative period of
Christianity. 'Gnosis', from the Greek, broadly meaning 'hidden spiritual knowledge', was associated with renouncing the material world, and
focusing on attaining the life of the Holy Spirit. Many Christian sects are derived from the esoteric knowledge of Gnosticism. The gospels
selected here by Alan Jacobs reveal intimate conversations between Jesus and his Disciples. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene sheds new
light on his relationship with his favorite follower, while the Gospel of Thomas consists of mini-parables of deep inward and symbolic
meaning—many of which are not found in the New Testament. The wisdom in this inspiring collection of texts is wholly relevant to our lives
today, addressing the questions of good and evil, sin and suffering, and the path to salvation.

Two experts on world religion and the authors of Jesus and the Lost Goddess offer a thought-provoking critique of
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic fundamentalism and the violence and intolerance spawned by it and present an
illuminating affirmation of the teachings of Gnostic spirituality and its promise of universal love and global peace. Reprint.
15,000 first printing.
Gnosticism developed alongside Judeo-Christianity over two thousand years ago, but with an important difference: It
emphasizes, not faith, but direct perception of God--Gnosticism being derived from the Greek word gnosis, meaning
"knowledge." Given the controversial premise that one can know God directly, the history of Gnosticism is an unfolding
drama of passion, political intrigue, martyrdom, and mystery. Dr. Hoeller traces this fascinating story throughout time and
shows how Gnosticism has inspired such great thinkers as Voltaire, Blake, Yeats, Hesse, Melville, and Jung.
A new edition of our classic, The Other Bible, including a new index, new cover, and a new introduction from the author
to bring The Other Bible up to date. The Other Bible gathers in one comprehensive volume ancient, esoteric holy texts
from Judeo–Christian tradition that were excluded from Page
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Gnostic Gospels, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Kabbalah, and several more. The Other Bible provides a rare opportunity to
discover the poetic and narrative riches of this long–suppressed literature and experience firsthand its visionary
discourses on the nature of God, humanity, the spiritual life, the world around us, and infinite worlds beyond this one.
This new edition will include a full index and a new introduction from editor Willis Barnstone. o The interest in Gnostic
texts begun with The Da Vinci Code has spread to include many of the other "suppressed" early texts of Judaism and
Christianity, and this book contains many of them in one volume.
The Secret History of the Gnostics offers long-awaited illumination on the mystical movement that teaches 'gnosis' knowledge of God as opposed to unquestioning faith. Acclaimed author Andrew Phillip Smith delves into the myths and
practices of this ancient movement, exploring its popularity during 2nd century AD, its subsequent decline under the
weight of orthodoxy in the Church, and its present-day resurgence. Gnosticism has travelled a fascinating path - from the
Manichaeans in Modern Persia between the 3rd and 7th centuries AD, to the triumphs and tragedies of the Cathars in
Southern Europe between the 12th and 14th centuries, to, finally, today's Mandaeans in Iraq. However, as the author
points out, the revival of Gnosticism extends further than these narrow sects, offering inspiration to a legion of literary
figures, including Dan Brown and Philip Pullman. Gnosticism's emphasis on personal over organized religion, in keeping
with the doctrine of the early Christian era during which it thrived, has found particular resonance with today's
multicultural world. The Secret History of the Gnostics is not simply an authoritative account of one sect's practical beliefs
and customs - it is, in effect, a manifesto, an appeal to those inspired by or drawn to the Gnostic faith not to forget its
origins.
The Meaning of the Nag Hammadi, now in paperback opens the with the thrilling adventure story of the discovery of the
ancient Papyrii at Nag Hammadi. Muhammad Ali, the fellahin, discovered the sealed jar, he feared that it might contain a
jinni, or spirit, but also had heard of hidden treasures in such jars. Greed overcame his fears and when he smashed open
the jar, gold seemed to float into the air. To his disappointment, it was papyrus fragmenst, not gold, but for scholars
around the world, it was invaluable. Meyer then discusses the pre–Christian forms of wisdom that went onto influence
what Christians believe today. In addition, some Nag Hammadi texts are attributed to Valentinus, a man who almost
became Pope, and whose rejection changed the church in significant ways. Text by text, Meyer traces the history and
impact of this great find on the Church, right up to our current beliefs and popular cultural fascination with this officially
suppressed secret knowledge about Jesus and his followers.
“It came to pass, when Jesus had risen from the dead, that he passed eleven years discoursing with his disciples, and
instructing them.” The Apostles wrote down what Jesus taught them during those eleven years, resulting in The Pistis
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Sophia, the most important Gnostic scripture. Includes an extensive commentary by Samael Aun Weor.
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an
extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged as the greatest influence on Englishlanguage literature in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of
beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with
the spirituality and the language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature and remind us of its
overwhelming contemporary relevance.
This expanded edition of The Gnostic Bible includes the Gospel of Judas'the recently discovered and translated gnostic
text that was an instant best seller on its original appearance in 2006-in its most accessible translation yet. Also included
are such important and topical texts as the Gospel of Mary Magdalene and the Gospel of Thomas. Religious thinkers
engaged in the quest for wisdom and knowledge, the gnostics proclaimed that salvation could be found through mystical
knowledge and intuition. Dating from the first to the thirteenth centuries, the texts in The Gnostic Bible represent Jewish,
Christian, Hermetic, Mandaean, Manichaean, Islamic, and Cathar forms of gnostic spirituality, and they derive from
Egypt, the Greco-Roman world, the Middle East, Syria, Iraq, China, France, and elsewhere.
The Nag Hammadi Scriptures, edited by Marvin Meyer, is the most complete, up-to-date, one-volume, English-language
edition of the renowned library of Gnostic manuscripts discovered in Egypt in 1945, which rivaled the Dead Sea Scrolls
find in significance. It includes the Gospel of Thomas, the Gospel of Mary, and the recently discovered Gospel of Judas,
as well as other Gnostic gospels and sacred texts. This volume also includes introductory essays, notes, tables, glossary,
index, etc. to help the reader understand the context and contemporary significance of these texts which have shed new
light on early Christianity and ancient thought. The compilation of ancient manuscripts that constitute The Nag Hammadi
Scriptures is a discovery that challenges everything we thought we knew about the early Christian church, ancient
Judaism, and Greco-Roman religions.
From the Nag Hammadi Library with the different times of day and days of the week. She reveals for us the macrocosm
of human experience in the microcosm of the passing hours and days. Reverent introspection in the moment yields
recognition of the sacredness and eternity of who we are and what our lives mean. Book jacket.
The birth of the Christian Church, and what it means for modern religion and philosophy. This engaging guide presents
an accessible overview of the birth of the Christian church, using the historical works found at the famous Nag Hammadi
site in Egypt. With chapters discussing each of the major and minor documents found at Nag Hammadi, this volume also
includes an overview of Gnosticism and the major players, revealing not only what the texts say, but also what they
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mean. -Renewed interest in Gnosticism and the Gnostic gospels is driven by interest in the Nag Hammadi documents,
The DaVinci Code, the Matrix movies, the Kabbalah, renewed interest in the divine feminine ideal, and the fact that many
who've left the Church are looking for new answers in the early church -Author is a scholar and expert who's studied with
some of the top people in the field
Based on Christianity's Gnostic foundations and the lost secret teachings of Jesus, this book is a thought-provoking
conjecture on ways to manifest the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth--an inspirational reminder of what Christianity was
intended to be.
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