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Acts is the sequel to Luke's gospel and tells the story of Jesus's followers during the 30 years
after his death. It describes how the 12 apostles, formerly Jesus's disciples, spread the
message of Christianity throughout the Mediterranean against a background of persecution.
With an introduction by P.D. James
From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus called and equipped individuals who would serve his
community of followers. These "shepherds" are called to preach, pray, and care for the needs
of God's people. But what does it mean to be a pastor? And what is the nature of this ministry,
according to the Bible? In Gospel-Driven Ministry, Jared Wilson begins by looking at the
qualifications for the pastorate, addressing the notion of a call to ministry and how an
individual--and a church community--can best identify the marks of maturity and affirm a call. In
each chapter, Wilson looks at one of the core practices of pastoral ministry, including:
Preaching Sermons Developing a Vibrant Prayer Life Caring and Counseling Pastoring
Married and Single Gospel-Centered Leadership Fighting Sin and Spiritual Warfare Resolving
Conflict Passing on the Ministry to Others In addition, Wilson provides practical resources
including theological insights on baptism and the Lord's Supper, guidance for wedding and
funeral sermons, outlines for leading elder and deacon meetings, tips for interviewing new
pastors, questions to ask at ordination, and advice on knowing when and how to leave a pastor
role. This is a comprehensive, practical guide to pastoral ministry that prepares new pastors
and equips those currently serving for long-term, healthy ministry.
• Provocative readings of biblical stories, with thoughts on what they are saying to the church •
Listens for critique rather than support, encouraging us to hear Jesus fresh Inside the Church,
we are constantly and consistently reading the gospels through the lens of supporting our own
institution and structure. This prevents us from hearing the critique Jesus offered in his own
day and his emphatic and persistent call to be and do differently now (Matthew 23:1–12).
Stories that will be covered include Widow’s Mite, Rich Young Ruler, Destruction of the
Temple, Searching for the Lost Coin, Sower of the Seeds, Transfiguration, and the Great
Commission. This book will flip the script of many Bible stories, allowing us to hear Jesus’ call
to change as one that is directed at us rather than as one we should direct toward others.
The earliest of the four Gospels, the book portrays Jesus as an enigmatic figure, struggling
with enemies, his inner and external demons, and with his devoted but disconcerted disciples.
Unlike other gospels, his parables are obscure, to be explained secretly to his followers. With
an introduction by Nick Cave
Guides both pastors and members to recognize key characteristics of a healthy church and
then challenge each person to do his or her part in developing those characteristics in the local
church body.
Come along with biblical culturalist Kristi McLelland as she unpacks the life of the early church
in the book of Acts and shows us that the kingdom of God is always on the move, always
looking outward to bring meaning and joy to a world searching for true fulfillment and hope.
Explore the call of Jesus to His disciples then and to us today. See how God's Word can
sustain us even in the most difficult of times and embrace the transformative grace we
experience as children of God in His kingdom of celebration. Features: Leader helps to guide
questions and discussions within small groups 6 weeks of personal study to be completed
between the 7 group sessions Access to 7 teaching videos, approximately 50-60 minutes per
session, available by redeeming a code printed in the back of the study book Benefits: Gain
deeper insight into the biblical world, including fresh perspective on familiar Bible stories. Ignite
a passion to be on mission by examining the work of the early church. Find deep purpose and
meaning at the table of God. Find joy in the communal aspect of faith. See how God's
redemptive purposes are unstoppable in the Book of Acts.
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A workbook exploring what a true gospel ministry might look like.

How does the church portray the beauty of Christ? The gospel is the greatest
message of all time addressing the greatest need of all people. However, the
good news about Jesus does more than just promise eternal life to all who
believe. In the latest addition to the 9Marks: Building Healthy Churches series,
pastor Ray Ortlund explains the gospel’s power to transform individuals from the
inside out and create beautiful human relationships. This short book helps
readers experience the power of God as they are encouraged to trust in Christ
and allow him to transform their beliefs, perspectives, and practices. For
everyone who wants to be true to the Bible and honest with themselves, this
book offers a practical guide to the fundamental teachings of the gospel and how
they affect our relationships with others.
This book is written for anyone who wants to follow the instruction of Jesus Christ
to "go and make disciples of all nations." It is written for church leaders, teachers,
and all who want to know what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and how
to make a disciple of Jesus Christ.A "lukewarm" church (Revelation 3:16) is a
church that has abandoned the message of the cross. The cross is no longer the
central part of sermons and teachings, which has left Jesus on the outside with
the door closed, knocking, and waiting. The cross is the message of power
(Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18), and if it's lost its place of "first importance" (1
Corinthians 15:3) in the church, the very foundation of the church is
compromised. If we invite others to fill its place, "good speakers" and "good
programs," we close the church's door to the One who purchased her with His
precious blood."He who overcomes [the world through believing that Jesus is the
Son of God], I will grant to him [the privilege] to sit beside Me on My throne, as I
also overcame and sat down beside My Father on His throne."??Revelation?
?3:21? ?AMP??In Revelation 3:21, the promise to the overcoming church is
connected to the power of the gospel. Jesus died on the cross and overcame
death through resurrection power, then ascended to the Father, was accepted,
and seated on His throne. Our overcoming of the world, the flesh, and the devil is
tied to the ongoing hearing of this message.Oh, friend, may the church worldwide
return wholeheartedly to the message of the cross that we might see many
people die to sin and rise with Jesus to new life. This study is an invitation to
open the door to Jesus, through returning to the message of the cross, that we
might experience wonderful and intimate fellowship with Him.
For centuries, Christians sought to rescue people from this world. Today, we're
trying to fix it. While this shift is helpful in some ways, in other ways it can be
quite dangerous. Endangered Gospel flips the script on this conversation by
stressing the core gospel truth that rather than ushering in a new world through
social activism, God's people already are the new world in Christ. It's not our job
to make this world a better place, but to be the better place God has already
made in this world. That's good news! If we let go of this truth, we become
servants of the world and not God. We also lose the great joy and abundant life
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that God intended us to have in community. Jesus himself said that the world will
know we are Christians by our love for one another--not the fervor of our
activism. Social action makes us feel relevant and alive, but it can't be the center
of our new life in Christ. Endangered Gospel explores how we might
enthusiastically embrace the social dimensions of the gospel without divorcing
them from the church or forcing them on the world. Read this book, hear the
gospel story afresh, and embrace the good news of God's kingdom! .embedcontainer { position: relative; padding-bottom: 56.25%; height: 0; overflow:
hidden; max-width: 100%; } .embed-container iframe, .embed-container object,
.embed-container embed { position: absolute; top: 0; left: 0; width: 100%; height:
100%; }
Christianity is based on the foundation of the good news of the gospel. Yet how
many Christians truly find their identity there? How many are thriving in a
community clinging to the gospel? How many forget about the wondrous glory of
Jesus? J. A. Medders is on a mission to help Christians remember that the power
that raised Jesus from the dead is also the power for our everyday life in Christ.
Yet living a gospel-centered life does not always come easily. The biblical
meditations in Gospel Formed help to kindle, or rekindle, the passion to live a
grace-addicted, truth-filled, Jesus-exalting life by constantly driving the reader
back to the power of the cross and the empty tomb. Funny, punchy, and
theologically accessible, readers will be encouraged, challenged, and ultimately
reoriented to the true North of Christianity—Christ Himself.
Excerpt from The Christian Instructed in the Ways of the Gospel and the Church:
A Series of Discourses Delivered in St. James Church, Goshen, N. Y During the
Years 1840-42 The Discourses now presented to the public, as illustrating, in
part, a course of instruction in the ways of the Gospel and the Church, were
prepared and used in the regular discharge of parochial duty, and without the
slightest idea of publication. They claim, therefore, to be simply the result of
honest, straight-forward, dili gent effort, according to the ability God has given.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
flu·en·cy / noun :the ability to speak a language easily and effectively Even if they
want to, many Christians find it hard to talk to others about Jesus. Is it possible
this difficulty is because we're trying to speak a language we haven't actually
spent time practicing? To become fluent in a new language, you must immerse
yourself in it until you actually start to think about life through it. Becoming fluent
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in the gospel happens the same way—after believing it, we have to intentionally
rehearse it (to ourselves and to others) and immerse ourselves in its truths. Only
then will we start to see how everything in our lives, from the mundane to the
magnificent, is transformed by the hope of the gospel.
In this newly revised and expanded edition, MacArthur issues a warning against
preaching and teaching a candy-coated gospel that neither offends nor convicts
anyone. He issues a challenge to return to the roots of the Great Commission.
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and
1611, coincided with an extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally
acknowledged as the greatest influence on English-language literature in history. Now,
world-class literary writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of
beautifully designed, small-format volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative,
and personal engagements with the spirituality and the language of the text make the
Bible come alive as a stunning work of literature and remind us of its overwhelming
contemporary relevance.
This reissue of Archbishop Ramsey's classic theological study of Anglican views of the
church is important for students of ecumenism, and for those concerned with the
relationship between Christ and the church in the New Testament. Although some of
the book is dated, its conviction that "the church's meaning lies in its fulfillment of the
sufferings of Christ" and that "every part of its history is intelligible in terms of the
Passion" remains perceptive and challenging. Examining Scripture, doctrine, and
history, Ramsey paints an intricate portrait of the church as an example of Christ's
death and resurrection. He explores Eastern orthodox doctrine; explains the purposes
and preconditions of the Reformation; and calls for a renewal of liturgical worship and
reconciliation within the communion of the saints. Originally published in 1936 while he
was serving as sub-warden of Lincoln Theological College, this was Ramsey's first
book. After more than seventy years, its wisdom concerning the relationship between
Catholic and Evangelical, and the underlying complementarities and tensions which
characterize the Anglican tradition, remains theologically sound and biblically astute.
This updated second edition of the Catechism of the Catholic Church incorporates all
the final modifications made in the complete, official Latin text, accompanied by line-byline explanations of orthodox Catholicism, summaries of each section, a detailed index,
extensive cross-references, and helpful footnotes.
What is the gospel? It seems like a simple question, yet it has been known to incite
some heated responses, even in the church. How are we to formulate a clear, biblical
understanding of the gospel? Tradition, reason, and experience all leave us ultimately
disappointed. If we want answers, we must turn to the Word of God. Greg Gilbert does
so in What Is the Gospel? Beginning with Paul's systematic presentation of the gospel
in Romans and moving through the sermons in Acts, Gilbert argues that the central
structure of the gospel consists of four main subjects: God, man, Christ, and a
response. The book carefully examines each and then explores the effects the gospel
can have in individuals, churches, and the world. Both Christian and non-Christian
readers will gain a clearer understanding of the gospel in this valuable resource.
Many evangelical churches face the problem of the open "back door"--even as new
people arrive, older members are leaving, looking for something else. Combined with
this problem is the discipleship deficit, the difficult truth that most evangelicals are not
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reaching the unchurched at the rates they think they are. In fact, many of the metrics
that we often "count" in the church to highlight success really don't tell us the full story
of a church's spiritual state. Things like attendance, decisions, dollars, and experiences
can tell us something about a church, but not everything. To cultivate a spiritually
healthy church we need a shift in our metrics--a "grace-shift" that prioritizes the work of
God in the lives of people over numbers and dollars. Are people growing in their
esteem for Jesus? Is there a dogged devotion to the Bible as the ultimate authority for
life? Is there a growing interest in theology and doctrine? A discernible spirit of
repentance? And perhaps most importantly, is there evident love for God and for our
neighbors in the congregation? Leading a church culture to shift from numerical
success to the metrics of grace can be costly, but leaders who have conviction,
courage, and commitment can lead while avoiding some of the landmines that often
destroy churches. Wilson includes diagnostic questions that will help leaders
measure--and lead team transparency in measuring as a group--the relative spiritual
health of their church, as well as a practical prescriptive plan for implementing this
metric-measuring strategy without becoming legalistic. Most attractional church models
can lean heavily on making changes to the weekend worship gatherings. And while
some of these changes can be good, thriving grace-focused churches are driven by a
commitment to the gospel, allowing the gospel to inform and shape the worship service
and the various ministries of the church.
If you are responsible for managing digital communications in your parish, staying
current with trends in the rapidly changing world of social media can seem like an
overwhelming task. Which social medium platforms make sense for your church
community? How can you make them an effective tool for ministry? As a veteran social
media expert, author, and sociologist, Meredith Gould has helped answer these
questions and more in her best-selling book The Social Media Gospel. In this second
edition, Gould provides an easy-to-understand, step-by-step guide to digital ministry for
those wishing to embrace new technologies to build community and deepen faith. In
this expanded edition, Gould delivers new content with humor, helpful tips, and counsel
anchored in practical experience. She focuses on key topics for effective church
communication, including: • Building and ministering to online communities • Privacy
and self-disclosure in the digital age • Integrating communications across digital
platforms • Managing and monitoring social media • Faith storytelling with visual social
media • Hashtag development and live-tweeting
Even in churches and movements founded on the truths of the Bible, man-centered
approaches have often quickly eclipsed the simple power of the Gospel. The result is
spiritual infertility and weariness in religion. The burnout and ineffectiveness of most
evangelical churches is proof enough of the problem. J.D. Greear's new book, simply
titled Gospel, cuts through the superficiality of religion and reacquaints readers with the
revolutionary truth of the Gospel. If we can ever just grasp what the Gospel shows us
about God, that will lead us from a life of self-involvement to one of joy, freedom, love,
and radical generosity. We are freed from meaninglessness and selfishness by the
beautiful truth about Jesus. Most effectively, Greear anchors the mission and theology
within the writing here with a disciplined daily "gospel prayer" he wrote celebrating
God's faithfulness, presence, love, and promise. It begins to give readers an applicable,
exciting vision of how God might use them to bring His healing to this world.
Page 5/7

Read Free The Gospel And The Church Hardcover
It is easy to assume that if we understand the gospel and preach it faithfully, our ministry will
necessarily be shaped by it—but this is not true. Many churches claim to be gospel-centered but
do not have a ministry that is shaped by, centered on, and empowered through the gospel. The
implications of the gospel have not yet worked their way into the fabric of how that church does
ministry. Gospel-centered ministry is more theologically driven than program driven. To pursue
it, we must spend time reflecting on the essence, the truths, and the very patterns of the gospel
itself. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely—a third way of
relating to God through grace. In Shaped by the Gospel, bestselling author and pastor Timothy
Keller addresses several current discussion and conflicts about the nature of the gospel and
shows how faithful preaching of the gospel leads to individual and corporate renewal. This new
edition contains the first section of Center Church in an easy-to-read format with new
reflections and additional essays from Timothy Keller and several other contributors.
A Study Guide and a Teacher’s Manual Gospel Principles was written both as a personal
study guide and as a teacher’s manual. As you study it, seeking the Spirit of the Lord, you can
grow in your understanding and testimony of God the Father, Jesus Christand His Atonement,
and the Restoration of the gospel. You can find answers to life’s questions, gain an assurance
of your purpose and self-worth, and face personal and family challenges with faith.
This collection of essays by Eugene England demonstrates his contention that life without
participation in the Church is not life at all. He shows that members of the LDS Church can
participate in the Church without abandoning the intellect.
Part of the 9Marks Healthy Church Study Guide series, this study reviews the Bible's teaching
on the good news of Jesus and how the gospel applies to every aspect of church life.
This book presents the case for loving the local church. It paints a picture of the local church in
all its biblical and real life guts, gaffes, and glory in an effort to edify local congregations and
entice the disaffected back to the fold. It also provides a solid biblical mandate to love and be
part of the body of Christ and counteract the "leave church" books that trumpet rebellion and
individual felt needs. Why We Love the Church is written for four kinds of people - the
Committed, the Disgruntled, the Waffling & the Disconnected.
Today many pastors are struggling to adapt to a post-Christian culture without abandoning
orthodox theology. How do we communicate the concepts of grace and substitutionary
atonement in our globalized culture and context? In Center Church, Timothy Keller offers
challenging insights and provocative questions based on over twenty years of ministry in New
York City. This book outlines a theological vision for ministry - applying classic doctrines to our
time and place - organized around three core commitments: • Gospel-centered: The gospel of
grace in Jesus Christ changes everything, from our hearts to our community to the world. It
completely reshapes the content, tone and strategy of all that we do. • City-centered: With a
positive approach toward our culture, we learn to affirm that cities are wonderful, strategic and
underserved places for gospel ministry. • Movement-centered: Instead of building our own
tribe, we seek the prosperity and peace of our community as we are led by the Holy Spirit. "In
this important book, Tim Keller unpacks the gospel and gently but firmly reminds us that it is
nonnegotiable. At the same time, he enables us to think through how we can responsibly
interact with the culture, how we can - indeed, must - appreciate good things within it, and how
we can firmly and faithfully apply the gospel to it." - D.A. Carson, research professor of New
Testament, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
The perfect gift! A specially priced, beautifully designed hardcover edition of The Joy of the
Gospel with a foreword by Robert Barron and an afterword by James Martin, SJ. “The joy of
the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus… In this Exhortation I wish to
encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by
this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come.” – Pope
Francis This special edition of Pope Francis's popular message of hope explores themes that
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are important for believers in the 21st century. Examining the many obstacles to faith and what
can be done to overcome those hurdles, he emphasizes the importance of service to God and
all his creation. Advocating for “the homeless, the addicted, refugees, indigenous peoples, the
elderly who are increasingly isolated and abandoned,” the Holy Father shows us how to
respond to poverty and current economic challenges that affect us locally and globally.
Ultimately, Pope Francis demonstrates how to develop a more personal relationship with Jesus
Christ, “to recognize the traces of God’s Spirit in events great and small.” Profound in its
insight, yet warm and accessible in its tone, The Joy of the Gospel is a call to action to live a
life motivated by divine love and, in turn, to experience heaven on earth. Includes a foreword
by Robert Barron, author of Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of the Faith and James Martin,
SJ, author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage

The four pillars in the Lord's recovery are the truth, life, the church, and the
gospel. The truth brings us life, life produces the church, and the church is
responsible for the preaching of the gospel.
A primer by respected Washington, DC pastor and 9Marks ministry president
Mark Dever on the doctrine of the church that explores the important issues of
church life, other doctrines, worship, and polity.
Suggests that modern religion is too fast paced and that a slower approach
should be used so that parishioners get a more fulfilling experience.
A fresh, provocative assessment of Luther's theology from an ecumenical
perspective.
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