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The Grammar Of Urban African American Vernacular
English
Relying on a wealth of new data, this book argues that long-standing puzzles of
Negative Inversion (NI) syntax are not puzzles at all when viewed through the
lenses of Gricean pragmatics and Labovian sociolinguistics. Focusing on
sentences such as "Can't nobody lift that rock" in African American, Anglo, and
Chicano Englishes in Texas, the book provides tidy solutions to problems such
as: the NI’s relationship to its non-inverted counterpart, its relationship to
existential “there” sentences, to modal existential sentences, to the definiteness
effects surrounding its NP subject, the emphatic meaning with which it seems to
be associated, and more. The book argues that such issues, which have been
explored in the syntax and semantics literature since the late 1960s, are handled
more fruitfully via Gricean reasoning, demographics of use, and a simple
semantics. As such, the book argues that NI can be freed from the “syntacticosemantic straitjacket” into which it has often been forced. It also demonstrates
ways in which pragmatic and sociolinguistic thought can be brought together to
inform larger linguistic analyses.
This explosive new book challenges many of the long-prevailing assumptions
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about blacks, about Jews, about Germans, about slavery, and about education.
Plainly written, powerfully reasoned, and backed with a startling array of
documented facts, Black Rednecks and White Liberals takes on not only the
trendy intellectuals of our times but also such historic interpreters of American life
as Alexis de Tocqueville and Frederick Law Olmsted. In a series of long essays,
this book presents an in-depth look at key beliefs behind many mistaken and
dangerous actions, policies, and trends. It presents eye-opening insights into the
historical development of the ghetto culture that is today wrongly seen as a
unique black identity - a culture cheered on toward self-destruction by white
liberals who consider themselves ''friends'' of blacks. An essay titled ''the Real
History of Slavery'' presents a jolting re-examination of that tragic institution and
the narrow and distorted way it is too often seen today. The reasons for the
venomous hatred of Jews, and of other groups like them in countries around the
world, are explored in an essay that asks, ''Are Jews Generic?'' Misconceptions
of German history in general, and of the Nazi era in particular, are also reexamined. So too are the inspiring achievements and painful tragedies of black
education in the United States. Black Rednecks and White Liberals is the
capstone of decades of outstanding research and writing on racial and cultural
issues by Thomas Sowell.
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This book was the first to provide a comprehensive survey of linguistic research
into African-American English and is widely recognised as a classic in the field. It
covers both the main linguistic features, in particular the grammar, phonology,
and lexicon as well as the sociological, political and educational issues
connected with African-American English. The editors have played key roles in
the development of African-American English and Black Linguistics as
overlapping academic fields of study. Along with other leading figures, notably
Geneva Smitherman, William Labov and Walt Wolfram, they provide an
authoritative diverse guide to these vitally important subject areas. Drawing on
key moments of cultural significance from the Ebonics controversy to the rap of
Ice-T, the contributors cover the state of the art in scholarship on AfricanAmerican English, and actively dispel misconceptions, address new questions
and explore new approaches. This classic edition has a new foreword by Sonja
Lanehart, setting the book in context and celebrating its influence. This is an
essential text for courses on African-American English, key reading for Varieties
of English and World Englishes modules and an important reference for students
of linguistics, black studies and anthropology at both undergraduate and
postgraduate level.
World Englishes on the Web focuses on linguistic practices at the intersection of
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international migration and social media, examining the language repertoires of
Nigerians living in the United States, and their negotiations of identity and
authenticity on a Nigerian web forum. Based on a large corpus of informal,
multilingual, interactive, online writing, this book describes how diasporic
Nigerians employ African-American Vernacular English, Nigerian English,
Nigerian Pidgin, and ethnic Nigerian languages in an online community of
practice. The project combines corpus linguistic methods—relying on a corpus
management tool custom-made for web forum data—with ethnographicallyinformed qualitative analyses of morphosyntactic, lexical, and orthographic
features, and immigrants’ language attitudes and ideologies. It is relevant
particularly for linguists and other social scientists interested in World Englishes,
the sociolinguistics of globalization and computer-mediated communication,
corpus linguistics, and pidgin and creole languages
This comprehensive title is among the first to extensively use newly released
2010 U.S. Census data to examine multiculturalism today and tomorrow in
America. This distinction is important considering the following NPR report by
Eyder Peralta: “Based on the first national numbers released by the Census
Bureau, the AP reports that minorities account for 90 percent of the total U.S.
growth since 2000, due to immigration and higher birth rates for Latinos.”
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According to John Logan, a Brown University sociologist who has analyzed most
of the census figures, “The futures of most metropolitan areas in the country are
contingent on how attractive they are to Hispanic and Asian populations.” Both
non-Hispanic whites and blacks are getting older as a group. “These groups are
tending to fade out,” he added. Another demographer, William H. Frey with the
Brookings Institution, told The Washington Post that this has been a pivotal
decade. “We’re pivoting from a white-black-dominated American population to
one that is multiracial and multicultural.” Multicultural America: A Multimedia
Encyclopedia explores this pivotal moment and its ramifications with more than
900 signed entries not just providing a compilation of specific ethnic groups and
their histories but also covering the full spectrum of issues flowing from the
increasingly multicultural canvas that is America today. Pedagogical elements
include an introduction, a thematic reader’s guide, a chronology of multicultural
milestones, a glossary, a resource guide to key books, journals, and Internet
sites, and an appendix of 2010 U.S. Census Data. Finally, the electronic version
will be the only reference work on this topic to augment written entries with
multimedia for today’s students, with 100 videos (with transcripts) from Getty
Images and Video Vault, the Agence France Press, and Sky News, as reviewed
by the media librarian of the Rutgers University Libraries, working in concert with
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the title’s editors.
&ltI>African American Students in Urban Schools offers readers a critical yet
comprehensive examination of the issues affecting African American students'
outcomes in urban school systems and beyond. Across disciplines including
teacher education, school counseling, school psychology, gifted education,
career and technical education, higher education, and more, chapters use
theoretical and conceptual analysis and research-based evidence to examine the
unique challenges facing urban African American students and illustrate what can
be done to help. This book will enable readers to better understand many of the
complex and multifaceted dilemmas faced by today's urban school systems and
will motivate readers to make a commitment to improve urban schools for the
betterment of African American students.
“I don’t want no double negation!”Negative constructions in African American
Vernacular EnglishGRIN Verlag
Irrespective of the language (first, second, or foreign) taught, knowledge of
linguistics and its application is a must for language teachers. However, most
TESOL programs use general linguistics textbooks that deal with the science of
linguistics (as theory), disregarding its implications (practice) for teaching English
language learners. Applied Linguistics for Teachers of Culturally and
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Linguistically Diverse Learners is an essential scholarly publication that seeks to
contribute to TESOL and language teacher education programs in order to assist
educators to apply their knowledge to help linguistically and culturally diverse
learners succeed in school and life. Highlighting an array of topics such as
bilingualism, morphology, and sociolinguistics, this book is ideal for educators,
educational programs, professionals, academicians, professors, linguists, and
students.
The goal of The Oxford Handbook of African American Language is to provide readers with a
wide range of analyses of both traditional and contemporary work on language use in African
American communities in a broad collective. The Handbook offers a survey of language and its
uses in African American communities from a wide range of contexts organized into seven
sections: Origins and Historical Perspectives; Lects and Variation; Structure and Description;
Child Language Acquisition and Development; Education; Language in Society; and Language
and Identity. It is a handbook of research on African American Language (AAL) and, as such,
provides a variety of scholarly perspectives that may not align with each other -- as is indicative
of most scholarly research. The chapters in this book "interact" with one another as
contributors frequently refer the reader to further elaboration on and references to related
issues and connect their own research to related topics in other chapters within their own
sections and the handbook more generally to create dialogue about AAL, thus affirming the
need for collaborative thinking about the issues in AAL research. Though the Handbook does
not and cannot include every area of research, it is meant to provide suggestions for future
Page 7/23

Where To Download The Grammar Of Urban African American Vernacular
English
work on lesser-studied areas (e.g., variation/heterogeneity in regional, social, and ethnic
communities) by highlighting a need for collaborative perspectives and innovative thinking
while reasserting the need for better research and communication in areas thought to be
resolved.
In response to the flood of interest in African American Vernacular English (AAVE) following
the recent controversy over "Ebonics," this book brings together sixteen essays on the subject
by a leading expert in the field, one who has been researching and writing on it for a quarter of
a century.
A comprehensive guide to conducting research projects in linguistics, this book provides a
complete training in state-of-the-art data collection, processing, and analysis techniques. The
book follows the structure of a research project, guiding the reader through the steps involved
in collecting and processing data, and providing a solid foundation for linguistic analysis. All
major research methods are covered, each by a leading expert. Rather than focusing on
narrow specializations, the text fosters interdisciplinarity, with many chapters focusing on
shared methods such as sampling, experimental design, transcription and constructing an
argument. Highly practical, the book offers helpful tips on how and where to get started,
depending on the nature of the research question. The only book that covers the full range of
methods used across the field, this student-friendly text is also a helpful reference source for
the more experienced researcher and current practitioner.
Offers a set of diverse analyses of traditional and contemporary work on language structure
and use in African American communities.
This book introduces formal grammar theories that play a role in current linguistic theorizing
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(Phrase Structure Grammar, Transformational Grammar/Government & Binding, Generalized
Phrase Structure Grammar, Lexical Functional Grammar, Categorial Grammar, Head-?Driven
Phrase Structure Grammar, Construction Grammar, Tree Adjoining Grammar). The key
assumptions are explained and it is shown how the respective theory treats arguments and
adjuncts, the active/passive alternation, local reorderings, verb placement, and fronting of
constituents over long distances. The analyses are explained with German as the object
language. The second part of the book compares these approaches with respect to their
predictions regarding language acquisition and psycholinguistic plausibility. The nativism
hypothesis, which assumes that humans posses genetically determined innate languagespecific knowledge, is critically examined and alternative models of language acquisition are
discussed. The second part then addresses controversial issues of current theory building
such as the question of flat or binary branching structures being more appropriate, the question
whether constructions should be treated on the phrasal or the lexical level, and the question
whether abstract, non-visible entities should play a role in syntactic analyses. It is shown that
the analyses suggested in the respective frameworks are often translatable into each other.
The book closes with a chapter showing how properties common to all languages or to certain
classes of languages can be captured. This book is a new edition of http://langscipress.org/catalog/book/25 and http://langsci-press.org/catalog/book/195.
This authoritative introduction to African American English (AAE) is the first textbook to look at
the grammar as a whole. Clearly organised, it describes patterns in the sentence structure,
sound system, word formation and word use in AAE. The textbook examines topics such as
education, speech events in the secular and religious world, and the use of language in
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literature and the media to create black images. It includes exercises to accompany each
chapter and will be essential reading for students in linguistics, education, anthropology,
African American studies and literature.
First Published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
An introduction to culturally determined aspects of communicating in British, Australian,
Canadian, New Zealand and American societies, especially those that may influence effective
communication with members of these societies or be the source of false
perceptions/stereotypes of their behaviour.
The Languages of Urban Africa consists of a series of case studies that address four main
themes. The first is the history of African urban languages. The second set focus on theoretical
issues in the study of African urban languages, exploring the outcomes of intense
multilingualism and also the ways in which urban dwellers form their speech communities. The
volume then moves on to explore the relationship between language and identity in the urban
setting. The final two case studies in the volume address the evolution of urban languages in
Africa. This rich set of chapters examine languages and speech communities in ten
geographically diverse African urban centres, covering almost all regions of the continent. Half
involve Francophone cities, the other half, Anglophone. This exciting volume shows us what
the study of urban African languages can tell us about language and about African societies in
general. It is essential reading for upper level undergraduates, postgraduates and researchers
in sociolinguistics, especially those interested in the language of Africa.
Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies Linguistics, grade: 1,3, Dresden Technical University (Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Seminar
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"Syntactic Patterns in English", language: English, abstract: Imagine an English lesson in a fifth
grade somewhere in the USA. The class consists of 25 pupils – ten of them are noticeably of
African descent. The white teacher gives instructions to the pupils, wanting them to write an
imaginative story about a topic of their own choice. A black boy in the last row raises his arm,
asking: “So there ain’t no restriction at all?” The teacher – visibly annoyed by the pupil’s
interrogation – shouts in his direction: “I don’t want no double negation in your texts!”
Although this story arose from my imagination, this little anecdote directly leads me to the topic
of this paper: Negation in African American Vernacular English (AAVE). The situation
described above might seem funny – especially because the teacher uses double negation in
his answer himself – but its content appears to be sad reality for millions of black students all
over the United States of America: White teachers do not accept ‘Black Talk’ as a proper
language to be used in official institutions like schools but tend to call its speech patterns and
expressions – that have been proved by many linguists in the past decades to be part of an
own scientifically accepted language system – orthographically and grammatically wrong. As
Geneva Smitherman states it in the preface of her book “Talking That Talk” (2000): It [is]
obvious that despite decades of research and scholarly work on Ebonics, there are still large
numbers of people who do not accept the scientific facts about this language spoken by
millions of Americans of African descent.1 Since this is the case I became interested in the
specific features that make AAVE so distinctive from other varieties of English. During my
researches I found one grammatical phenomenon that might not be completely unique to
AAVE but which contains a variety of smaller distinctive features, namely the field of negative
construc-tions in AAVE. In this paper I want to investigate the various grammatical phenomena
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related to ne-gation in the African American vernacular. Since grammar always becomes a
more lively and joyful thing to look at when it is explained with the help of examples from real
life conversations or other authentic speaking situations I decided to use lyrics of Rap music
written and performed by Afro-American Hip Hop artists Eric B., Rakim, Tupac Shakur and his
Hip Hop group Thug Life to illustrate the grammatical rules and features discussed in this
paper. [...]
Mary Shapiro explores the use of regional and ethnic dialects in the works of David Foster
Wallace, not just as a device used to add realism to dialogue, but as a vehicle for important
social commentary about the role language plays in our daily lives, how we express personal
identity, and how we navigate social relationships. Wallace's Dialects straddles the fields of
linguistic criticism and folk linguistics, considering which linguistic variables of Jewish-American
English, African-American English, Midwestern, Southern, and Boston regional dialects were
salient enough for Wallace to represent, and how he showed the intersectionality of these with
gender and social class. Wallace's own use of language is examined with respect to how it
encodes his identity as a white, male, economically privileged Midwesterner, while also
foregrounding characteristic and distinctive idiolect features that allowed him to connect to
readers across implied social boundaries.
Alison Wray notes that “Alzheimer’s Disease affects language in many different ways.
Directly, language processing is undermined by damage to the language areas of the brain.
Indirectly, language is compromised by short term memory loss, distortions in perception, and
disturbed semantic representation . . . All of this makes AD an obvious focus of interest for
linguists and in particular, those interested in the field of pragmatics – yet a striking amount of
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what is published about AD language is written by non-linguists. AD language is independently
researched in at least psychology, neuroscience, sociology, clinical linguistics and nursing.
Each discipline has its own methods, theories, assumptions and values, which affect the
research questions asked, the empirical approach taken in answering them, and how the
evidence is interpreted. Without a more reliable holistic picture informed by linguistic and
applied linguistic theory and methods, approaches to diagnosis and care risk being
constrained, and may result in a less than satisfactory experience for all those whose daily life
involves the direct or indirect experience of AD.” This book is an attempt to address some of
the above issues noted by bringing together a group of researchers whose work focuses on
interaction in the context of dementia. The authors represent the fields of linguistics, clinical
linguistics, nursing, and speech pathology, and each chapter draws on methods associated
with discourse analysis and pragmatics to examine how people with dementia utilize language
in the presence of cognitive decline. In addition, the book seeks to generate academic
discussion on how researchers can move forward to focus greater attention on this topic. In
particular, this collection will inspire researchers involved in mainstream theoretical linguistics
and pragmatics to turn their attention to the discourse of dementia and investigate what it has
to say about our knowledge of language theories, and, in addition, to challenge what we know
about ourselves as subjective beings.
One of the Wall Street Journal's Top 10 Books of the Year Winner, 2020 Sheikh Zayed Book
Award, Translation Category Finalist, 2021 PROSE Award, Literature Category Fifty rogue’s
tales translated fifty ways An itinerant con man. A gullible eyewitness narrator. Voices
spanning continents and centuries. These elements come together in Impostures, a
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groundbreaking new translation of a celebrated work of Arabic literature. Impostures follows
the roguish Ab? Zayd al-Sar?j? in his adventures around the medieval Middle East—we
encounter him impersonating a preacher, pretending to be blind, and lying to a judge. In every
escapade he shows himself to be a brilliant and persuasive wordsmith, composing poetry,
palindromes, and riddles on the spot. Award-winning translator Michael Cooperson transforms
Arabic wordplay into English wordplay of his own, using fifty different registers of English, from
the distinctive literary styles of authors such as Geoffrey Chaucer, Mark Twain, and Virginia
Woolf, to global varieties of English including Cockney rhyming slang, Nigerian English, and
Singaporean English. Featuring picaresque adventures and linguistic acrobatics, Impostures
brings the spirit of this masterpiece of Arabic literature into English in a dazzling display of
translation. An English-only edition.
Large-scale migration after WWII and the prominence of Jamaican Creole in the media have
promoted its use all around the globe. Deterritorialisation has entailed the contact-induced
transformation of Jamaican Creole in diaspora communities and its adoption by ‘crossers’.
Taking sociolinguistic globalisation yet a step further, this monograph investigates the use of
Jamaican Creole in a web discussion forum by combining quantitative and qualitative
methodology in a sociolinguistic ‘third wave’ approach. In the absence of standardised
orthography, one of the central aims of this study is to document the sociolinguistic styling and
grassroots (anti-) standardisation of spelling norms for Jamaican Creole in the web forum as a
virtual community of practice. An analysis of individual repertoire portraits demonstrates that
conventionalised spelling variants co-occur with basilectal Jamaican Creole morphosyntax in
‘Cyber-Jamaican’ as the digital ethnolinguistic repertoire of the discussion forum. The
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enregisterment of this ethnolinguistic repertoire is closely tied to staged performance, which
establishes the link between ‘Cyber-Jamaican’ and the negotiation of sociolinguistic identity
and authenticity via stance-taking.
Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), course: Varieties of English,
language: English, abstract: African American English in general is used to describe a wide
range of language varieties spoken mostly by the black population in the United States. During
the past decades however multiple names and definitions have been established including
Black English (BE), Ebonics, Black Vernacular English (BVE), and African American
Vernacular English (AAVE). The term “Negro Non-standard English” used until the late 1960s
has been abolished by now due to the fact that it insinuates the presence of a superior “White
Standard English” In the preface of her book African American English: A Linguistic
Introduction Lisa GREEN points out that there has been a substantial amount of linguistic
research on AAE, oftentimes however neglecting a closer look at the structural patterns and
features. This is where the focus of the paper presented shall be on. After some developmental
and socio-historical background information concerning AAE, phonological, morphological, and
grammatical attributes will be examined and subsequently illustrated by an exemplary analysis
of three different rap songs. The focal point here lies in the lyrical/ textual presentation of AAE
in rap music and not in the actual vocal performance. The aim of this paper and the entailed
analyses is to ascertain whether AAE consequently aims for persistent, stable patterns on
some or even all linguistic levels or if certain features occur in a more elective, non-obligatory
way. The rap songs chosen for the analyses offer a creditable alternative to hard to find
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authentic text material and display sufficient characteristic of AAE. A complete version of each
rap text is attached in the appendix of this work. The textual extend of this paper is
substantiated in the amount of examples given to illustrate features of AAE.
The word ain't is used by speakers of all dialects and sociolects of English. Nonetheless,
language critics view ain't as marking speakers as ""lazy"" or ""stupid""; and the educated
assume ain't is on its deathbed, used only in clichés. Everyone has an opinion about ain't.
Even the grammar-checker in Microsoft Word flags every ain't with a red underscore. But why?
Over the past 100 years, only a few articles and sections of books have reviewed the history of
ain't or discussed it in dialect cont ...

Gives an introduction to culturally determined aspects of communicating in British,
Australian, Canadian, New Zealand and American societies. This book focuses on
effective communication with members of these societies, especially on correcting false
stereotypes which may cause misunderstandings.
Originally presented as the author's thesis (doctoral)--Universiteat Meunster
(Westfalen), 2009.
This highly engaging textbook presents a linguistic view of the history, society, and
culture of the United States. It discusses the many languages and forms of language
that have been used in the US – including standard and nonstandard forms of English,
creoles, Native American languages, and immigrant languages from across the globe –
and shows how this distribution and diversity of languages has helped shape and
define America as well as an American identity. The volume introduces the basic
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concepts of sociolinguistics and the politics of language through cohesive, up-to-date
and accessible coverage of such key topics as dialectal development and the role of
English as the majority language, controversies concerning language use in society,
languages other than English used in the US, and the policies that have directly or
indirectly influenced language use. These topics are presented in such a way that
students can examine the inherent diversity of the communicative systems used in the
United States as both a form of cultural enrichment and as the basis for socio-political
conflict. The author team outlines the different viewpoints on contemporary issues
surrounding language in the US and contextualizes these issues within linguistic facts,
to help students think critically and formulate logical discussions. To provide
opportunities for further examination and debate, chapters are organized around key
misconceptions or questions ("I don't have an accent" or "Immigrants don't want to
learn English"), bringing them to the forefront for readers to address directly. Language
and Linguistic Diversity in the US is a fresh and unique take on a widely taught topic. It
is ideal for students from a variety of disciplines or with no prior knowledge of the field,
and a useful text for introductory courses on language in the US, American English,
language variation, language ideology, and sociolinguistics.
Rooted in anti-Black ideology, Alabama school discipline policy and practice follows a
grammar: Removal, Resistance, and Reform. To disrupt and repair the harm caused by
anti-Black school discipline, The Grammar of School Discipline explores how school
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discipline operates and how students and educators resist it.
This volume gives a detailed overview of the varieties of English spoken in the
Americas and the Caribbean, including regional, social and ethnic dialects (such as
Southern US, Canadian or Chicano English) as well as Caribbean creoles from the
Bahamas to Suriname. The chapters, written by widely acclaimed specialists, provide
concise and comprehensive information on the phonological, morphological and
syntactic characteristics of each variety discussed. The articles are followed by
exercises and study questions. The exercises are geared towards students and can be
used for classroom assignments as well as for self study in preparation for exams.
Instructors can use the exercises, sound samples and interactive maps to enhance
their classroom presentations and to highlight important language features. The
accompanying CD-ROM contains interactive maps and speech samples that
supplement the printed articles and offer material and data for further research. The rich
detail found in the chapters as well as the valuable tools on the CD-Rom make this
survey of English Varieties a mainstay for researchers and teachers. The content of the
CD-ROM is online: http://www.varieties.mouton-content.com.
This book investigates –s marking in English verbs, specifically its manifestations in
main verbs, in the past tense of BE, and in existential constructions. It embraces the
many ways in which –s marking varies across the English speaking world, and
considers both how it arose in these places historically and the ways in which it has
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since developed. The authors propose a story which holistically accounts for these
different manifestations of –s, drawing upon evidence from a wide range of
subdisciplines in linguistics, including sociolinguistics, generative syntax, historical
linguistics, dialectology, and discourse-pragmatics. This book will be of particular
interest to students and scholars in these and related fields.
As the areas of community education and professional development continue to
expand, the technologies that are utilized in these programs are also progressively
advancing. However, it can sometimes be difficult to pin-point the best system in such a
vast, ever-changing world of technology. Technology Use and Research Approaches
for Community Education and Professional Development investigates how the role of
information technology is impacting the academic and workplace environments. This
publication will explore areas such as unique learning styles, various methods of
disseminating information, and technology’s role and impact within these settings.
Researchers, practitioners, and instructors in the areas of adult, continued, and higher
education will benefit from this text’s innovative way of addressing efficient methods of
utilizing technology.
Hairnanigans. Friendship. Big Dreams. The previously scheduled life Maya Hatton
planned has been interrupted for an emergency broadcast announcement. A news
station manager threatens to destroy over twenty years of brand and image building
with a new contract from hell. Her husband Roddreccus moved into the rental property
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and refuses to move home without explanation. Instead of finding confidence, fun, and
freedom as she enters her mid-fifties she’s faced with crises. Fans believed she had it
all together but her dream team lost a member, a villain hijacked her fairy tale marriage
and now she needs to remember how to be the Maya everyone thinks she is or lose the
best thing she ever had. Natural Sistahs series is written by an African American author
whose chosen her natural hair since 1998. While one of many indie published black
authors she considers her books appropriate for the women's fiction category though
most would be shelved in the black fiction, black books, African American women's
fiction, or black women's fiction section in most physical bookstores.
An up-to-date, theoretically informed study of male, in-group, street-aligned, youth
language practice in various urban centres in Africa.
Tradition, community, and pride are fundamental aspects of the history of Appalachia,
and the language of the region is a living testament to its rich heritage. Despite the
persistence of unflattering stereotypes and cultural discrimination associated with their
style of speech, Appalachians have organized to preserve regional dialects—complex
forms of English peppered with words, phrases, and pronunciations unique to the area
and its people. Talking Appalachian examines these distinctive speech varieties and
emphasizes their role in expressing local history and promoting a shared identity.
Beginning with a historical and geographical overview of the region that analyzes the
origins of its dialects, this volume features detailed research and local case studies
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investigating their use. The contributors explore a variety of subjects, including the
success of African American Appalachian English and southern Appalachian English
speakers in professional and corporate positions. In addition, editors Amy D. Clark and
Nancy M. Hayward provide excerpts from essays, poetry, short fiction, and novels to
illustrate usage. With contributions from well-known authors such as George Ella Lyon
and Silas House, this balanced collection is the most comprehensive, accessible study
of Appalachian language available today.
Eminem is the best-selling musical artist of the 21st century. He is also one of the most
contentious and most complex artists of our time. His verbal dexterity ranks him among
the greatest technical rappers ever. The content of his songs combines the grotesque
and the comical with the sincere and the profound, all told through the sophisticated
layering of multiple personae. However one finally assesses his contribution to popular
culture, there's no denying his central place in it. This collection of essays gives his
work the critical attention it has long deserved. Drawing from history, philosophy,
sociology, musicology, and other fields, the writers gathered here consider Eminem's
place in Hip Hop, the intellectual underpinnings of his work, and the roles of race,
gender and privilege in his career, among various other topics. This original treatment
will be appreciated by Eminem fans and cultural scholars alike.
Language Contact in Africa and the African Diaspora in the Americas brings together
the original research of nineteen leading scholars on language contact and
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pidgin/creole genesis. In recent decades, increasing attention has been paid to the role
of historical, cultural and demographic factors in language contact situations. John
Victor Singler’s body of work, a model of what such a research paradigm should look
like, strikes a careful balance between sociohistorical and linguistic analysis. The case
studies in this volume present investigations into the sociohistorical matrix of language
contact and critical insights into the sociolinguistic consequences of language contact
within Africa and the African Diaspora. Additionally, they contribute to ongoing debates
about pidgin/creole genesis and language contact by examining and comparing
analyses and linguistic outcomes of particular sociohistorical and cultural contexts, and
considering less-studied factors such as speaker agency and identity in the emergence,
nativization, and stabilization of contact varieties.
Knowledge of and sensitivity toward diversity is an essential skill in the contemporary
United States and the wider world. This book addresses the standard topics of race,
ethnicity, class and gender but goes much further by engaging seriously with issues of
language, religion, age, health and disability, and region and geography. It also
considers the intersections between and the diversities within these categories. Eller
presents students with an unprecedented combination of history, conceptual analysis,
discussion of academic literature, and up-to-date statistics. The book includes a range
of illustrations, figures and tables, text boxes, a glossary of key terms, and a
comprehensive bibliography. Additional resources are provided via a companion
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