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This is a study of the structure of the Soviet Communist Party in the 1930s. Based upon
archival and published sources, the work describes the events in the Bolshevik Party leading
up to the Great Purges of 1937-1938. Professor Getty concludes that the party bureaucracy
was chaotic rather than totalitarian, and that local officials had relative autonomy within a
considerably fragmented political system. The Moscow leadership, of which Stalin was the
most authoritarian actor, reacted to social and political processes as much as instigating them.
Because of disputes, confusion, and inefficiency, they often promoted contradictory policies.
Avoiding the usual concentration on Stalin's personality, the author puts forward the
controversial hypothesis that the Great Purges occurred not as the end product of a careful
Stalin plan, but rather as the bloody but ad hoc result of Moscow's incremental attempts to
centralise political power.
For two hundred years after the French Revolution, the Republican tradition celebrated the
execution of princes and aristocrats, defending the Terror that the Revolution inflicted upon on
its enemies. But recent decades have brought a marked change in sensibility. The Revolution
is no longer judged in terms of historical necessity but rather by “timeless” standards of
morality. In this succinct essay, Sophie Wahnich explains how, contrary to prevailing
interpretations, the institution of Terror sought to put a brake on legitimate popular violence—in
Danton’s words, to “be terrible so as to spare the people the need to be so”—and was
subsequently subsumed in a logic of war. The Terror was “a process welded to a regime of
popular sovereignty, the only alternatives being to defeat tyranny or die for liberty.”
The publication of The Dragons of Expectation in 2005 reaffirmed Robert Conquest's stature
as a leading intellectual and one of the world's great humanists. In the tradition of Isaiah
Berlin's The Crooked Timber of Humanity and George Orwell's Essays, this book brilliantly
traces how seductive ideas have come to corrupt modern minds; to often disastrous effects. In
what Publishers Weekly called "a frontal assault on the pieties of the left," Conquest
masterfully examines how false nostrums have infected academia, politicians, and the public,
showing how their reliance on "isms" and the destructive concepts of "People, Nation, and
Masses" have resulted in a ruinous cycle of turbulence and war. Including fresh analyses of
Russia's October Revolution, World War II, and the Cold War, The Dragons of Expectation is
one of the most important contributions to modern thought in recent years.
An international team of contributors presents new work on the importance of ontology for a
central debate in philosophy of mind. Mental causation has been a hotly disputed topic in
recent years, with reductive and non-reductive physicalists vying with each other and with
dualists over how to accommodate, or else to challenge, two widely accepted metaphysical
principles—the principle of the causal closure of the physical domain and the principle of causal
non-overdetermination—which together appear to support reductive physicalism, despite the
latter's lack of intuitive appeal. Current debate about these matters appears to have reached
something of an impasse, prompting the question of why this should be so. One possibility is
that, while this debate makes extensive use of ontological vocabulary—by talking, for instance,
of substances, events, states, properties, powers, and relations—relatively little attempt has
been made within the debate itself to achieve either clarity or agreement about what, precisely,
such terms should be taken to mean. The debate has become somewhat detached from
broader developments in metaphysics and ontology, which have lately been proceeding apace,
providing us with an increasingly rich and refined set of ontological categories upon which to
draw, as well as a much deeper understanding of how they are related to one another. In this
volume, leading metaphysicians and philosophers of mind reflect afresh upon the problem of
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mental causation in the light of some of these recent developments, with a view to making new
headway with one of the most challenging and seemingly intractable issues in contemporary
philosophy.
A magisterial, richly detailed history of the Kremlin, and of the centuries of Russian elites who
have shaped it—and been shaped by it in turn The Moscow Kremlin is the heart of the Russian
state, a fortress whose blood-red walls have witnessed more than eight hundred years of
political drama and extraordinary violence. It has been the seat of a priestly monarchy, a
worldly church and the Soviet Union; it has served as a crossroads for diplomacy, trade, and
espionage; it has survived earthquakes, devastating fires, and at least three revolutions. Its
very name is a byword for enduring power. From Ivan the Terrible to Vladimir Putin,
generations of Russian leaders have sought to use the Kremlin to legitimize their vision of
statehood. Drawing on a dazzling array of sources from hitherto unseen archives and rare
collections, renowned historian Catherine Merridale traces the full history of this enigmatic
fortress. The Kremlin has inspired innumerable myths, but no invented tales could be more
dramatic than the operatic successions and savage betrayals that took place within its vast
compound of palaces and cathedrals. Today, its sumptuous golden crosses and huge electric
red stars blaze side by side as the Kremlin fulfills its centuries-old role, linking the country's
recent history to its distant past and proclaiming the eternal continuity of the Russian state.
More than an absorbing history of Russia's most famous landmark, Red Fortress uses the
Kremlin as a unique lens, bringing into focus the evolution of Russia's culture and the meaning
of its politics.
Based mainly on the experiences of ex-prisoners in north-eastern Siberia, 1932-54.
Provides a portrait of everyday Russian life during the repression of the Stalin years, analyzing
the regime's effect on people's personal lives as they struggled to survive in the midst of the
fear, mistrust, and betrayal.
On June 11, 1937, a closed military court ordered the execution of a group of the Soviet
Union's most talented and experienced army officers, including Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevskii;
all were charged with participating in a Nazi plot to overthrow the regime of Joseph Stalin.
There followed a massive military purge, from the officer corps through the rank-and-file, that
many consider a major factor in the Red Army's dismal performance in confronting the German
invasion of June 1941. Why take such action on the eve of a major war? The most common
theory has Stalin fabricating a "military conspiracy" to tighten his control over the Soviet state.
In The Red Army and the Great Terror, Peter Whitewood advances an entirely new
explanation for Stalin's actions—an explanation with the potential to unlock the mysteries that
still surround the Great Terror, the surge of political repression in the late 1930s in which over
one million Soviet people were imprisoned in labor camps and over 750,000 executed.
Framing his study within the context of Soviet civil-military relations dating back to the 1917
revolution, Whitewood shows that Stalin sanctioned this attack on the Red Army not from a
position of confidence and strength, but from one of weakness and misperception. Here we
see how Stalin's views had been poisoned by the paranoid accusations of his secret police,
who saw spies and supporters of the dead Tsar everywhere and who had long believed that
the Red Army was vulnerable to infiltration by foreign intelligence agencies engaged in a
conspiracy against the Soviet state. Recently opened Russian archives allow Whitewood to
counter the accounts of Soviet defectors and conspiracy theories that have long underpinned
conventional wisdom on the military purge. By broadening our view, The Red Army and the
Great Terror demonstrates not only why Tukhachevskii and his associates were purged in
1937, but also why tens of thousands of other officers and soldiers were discharged and
arrested at the same time. With its thorough reassessment of these events, the book sheds
new light on the nature of power, state violence, and civil-military relations under the Stalinist
regime.
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A look at the twentieth century examines the factors and events that have sent millions to their
deaths, discussing the philosophies that have caused so much conflict, as well as what the
future may hold for the human race. Winner of the Ingersoll Prize & the Richard M. Weaver
Prize. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.
Borderland tells the story of Ukraine. A thousand years ago it was the center of the first great
Slav civilization, Kievan Rus. In 1240, the Mongols invaded from the east, and for the next
seven centureies, Ukraine was split between warring neighbors: Lithuanians, Poles, Russians,
Austrians, and Tatars. Again and again, borderland turned into battlefield: during the Cossack
risings of the seventeenth century, Russia's wars with Sweden in the eighteenth, the Civil War
of 1918-1920, and under Nazi occupation. Ukraine finally won independence in 1991, with the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Bigger than France and a populous as Britain, it has the potential
to become one of the most powerful states in Europe. In this finely written and penetrating
book, Anna Reid combines research and her own experiences to chart Ukraine's tragic past.
Talking to peasants and politicians, rabbis and racketeers, dissidents and paramilitaries,
survivors of Stalin's famine and of Nazi labor camps, she reveals the layers of myth and
propaganda that wrap this divided land. From the Polish churches of Lviv to the coal mines of
the Russian-speaking Donbass, from the Galician shtetlech to the Tatar shantytowns of
Crimea, the book explores Ukraine's struggle to build itself a national identity, and identity that
faces up to a bloody past, and embraces all the peoples within its borders.
Oleg Kalugin oversaw the work of American spies, matched wits with the CIA, and became
one of the youngest generals in KGB history. Even so, he grew increasingly disillusioned with
the Soviet system. In 1990, he went public, exposing the intelligence agencyÕs shadowy
methods. Revised and updated in the light of the KGBÕs enduring presence in Russian
politics, Spymaster is KaluginÕs impressively illuminating memoir of the final years of the
Soviet Union.
"Spufford cunningly maps out a literary genre of his own . . . Freewheeling and fabulous." —The
Times (London) Strange as it may seem, the gray, oppressive USSR was founded on a fairy
tale. It was built on the twentieth-century magic called "the planned economy," which was
going to gush forth an abundance of good things that the lands of capitalism could never
match. And just for a little while, in the heady years of the late 1950s, the magic seemed to be
working. Red Plenty is about that moment in history, and how it came, and how it went away;
about the brief era when, under the rash leadership of Khrushchev, the Soviet Union looked
forward to a future of rich communists and envious capitalists, when Moscow would out-glitter
Manhattan and every Lada would be better engineered than a Porsche. It's about the scientists
who did their genuinely brilliant best to make the dream come true, to give the tyranny its
happy ending. Red Plenty is history, it's fiction, it's as ambitious as Sputnik, as
uncompromising as an Aeroflot flight attendant, and as different from what you were expecting
as a glass of Soviet champagne.
A portrait of the Soviet leader describes Stalin's childhood, his roles as student, revolutionary,
and communist theoretician, his clash with Lenin, the great Terror, and the Nazi-Soviet pact
A New York Times Notable Book, 1997 The lavishly illustrated and often darkly hilarious
retelling of Soviet history through the doctored photographs under Stalin. The Commissar
Vanishes has been hailed as a brilliant, indispensable record of an era. The Commissar
Vanishes offers a unique and chilling look at how one man--Joseph Stalin--manipulated the
science of photography to advance his own political career and erase the memory of his
victims. Over the past thirty years David King has assembled the world's largest archive of
doctored Soviet photographs, the best of which appear here, in a book Tatyana Tolstaya, in
The New York Review of Books, called "an extraordinary, incomparable volume."
Examining Stalin's reign of terror, this text argues that the Soviet people were not simply
victims but also actors in the violence, criticisms and local decisions of the 1930s. It suggests
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that more believed in Stalin's quest to eliminate internal enemies than were frightened by it.
From the author of A People's Tragedy, an original reading of the Russian Revolution,
examining it not as a single event but as a hundred-year cycle of violence in pursuit of utopian
dreams In this elegant and incisive account, Orlando Figes offers an illuminating new
perspective on the Russian Revolution. While other historians have focused their examinations
on the cataclysmic years immediately before and after 1917, Figes shows how the revolution,
while it changed in form and character, nevertheless retained the same idealistic goals
throughout, from its origins in the famine crisis of 1891 until its end with the collapse of the
communist Soviet regime in 1991. Figes traces three generational phases: Lenin and the
Bolsheviks, who set the pattern of destruction and renewal until their demise in the terror of the
1930s; the Stalinist generation, promoted from the lower classes, who created the lasting
structures of the Soviet regime and consolidated its legitimacy through victory in war; and the
generation of 1956, shaped by the revelations of Stalin's crimes and committed to "making the
Revolution work" to remedy economic decline and mass disaffection. Until the very end of the
Soviet system, its leaders believed they were carrying out the revolution Lenin had begun. With
the authority and distinctive style that have marked his magisterial histories, Figes delivers an
accessible and paradigm-shifting reconsideration of one of the defining events of the twentieth
century.

This anthology presents studies of Stalinism in the ethnic and religious borderlands of the Soviet Union. The authors not only cover hitherto less researched
geographical areas, but have also addressed new questions and added new
source material. Most of the contributors to this anthology use a micro-his-torical
approach. With this approach, it is not the entire area of the country, with millions
of separate individuals that are in focus but rather particular and cohesive ethnic
and religious communities. Micro-history does not mean ignoring a macrohistorical perspective. What happened on the local level had an all-Union context,
and communism was a European-wide phenomenon. This means that the history
of minorities in the Soviet Union during Stalin's rule cannot be grasped outside
the national and international context; aspects which are also considered in this
volume. The chapters of the book are case studies on various minority groups,
both ethnic and religious. In this way, the book gives a more complex picture of
the causes and effects of the state-run mass violence during Stalinism. The
publication is the outcome of a multidisciplinary international research network
lead by Andrej Kotljarchuk (SOdertOrn University, Sweden) and Olle SundstrOm
(UmeA University, Sweden) and consisting of specialists from Estonia, France,
Germany, Russia, Sweden, Ukraine and the United States. These scholars
represent various disciplines: Anthropology, Cultural Studies, History and the
History of Religions.
A history of Russophobia and its living legacy in world affairs With proof of
election-meddling and the relationship between Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin
an ongoing conundrum, little wonder many Americans are experiencing what
historian Mark B. Smith calls "the Russia Anxiety." This is no new phenomenon.
Time and time again, the West has judged Russia on assumptions of its inherent
cunning, malevolence, and brutality. Yet for much of its history, Russia functioned
no differently-or at least no more dysfunctionally-than other absolutist, warPage 4/9
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mongering European states. So what is it about this country that so often
provokes such excessive responses? And why is this so dangerous? Russian
history can indeed be viewed as a catalog of brutal violence, in which a rotation
of secret police-from Ivan the Terrible's Oprichina to Andropov's KGB and Putin's
FSB-hold absolute sway. However, as Smith shows, there are nevertheless
deeper political and cultural factors that could lead to democratic outcomes.
Violence is not an innate element of Russian culture, and Russia is not
unknowable. From foreign interference and cyber-attacks to mega-corruption and
nuclear weapons, Smith uses Russia's sprawling history to throw light on
contemporary concerns. Smith reveals how the past has created today's Russia
and how this past offers hints about its future place in the world-one that reaches
beyond crisis and confrontation.
A remarkable new history evoking the centrality of Italy to World War II, outlining
the brief rise and triumph of the Fascists, followed by the disastrous fall of the
Italian military campaign. While staying closely aligned with Hitler, Mussolini
remained carefully neutral until the summer of 1940. At that moment, with the
wholly unexpected and sudden collapse of the French and British armies,
Mussolini declared war on the Allies in the hope of making territorial gains in
southern France and Africa. This decision proved a horrifying miscalculation,
dooming Italy to its own prolonged and unwinnable war, immense casualties, and
an Allied invasion in 1943 that ushered in a terrible new era for the country. John
Gooch's new history is the definitive account of Italy's war experience. Beginning
with the invasion of Abyssinia and ending with Mussolini's arrest, Gooch brilliantly
portrays the nightmare of a country with too small an industrial sector, too
incompetent a leadership and too many fronts on which to fight.
Everywhere—whether in the USSR, the Western Desert, or the Balkans—Italian
troops found themselves against either better-equipped or more motivated
enemies. The result was a war entirely at odds with the dreams of pre-war Italian
planners—a series of desperate improvisations against an allied force who could
draw on global resources, and against whom Italy proved helpless.
Between the winter of 1936 and the autumn of 1938, approximately three
quarters of a million Soviet citizens were subject to summary execution. More
than a million others were sentenced to lengthy terms in labour camps.
Commonly known as "Stalin's Great Terror", it is also among the
mostmisunderstood moments in the history of the twentieth century. The Terror
gutted the ranks of factory directors and engineers after three years in which all
major plan targets were met. It raged through the armed forces on the eve of the
Nazi invasion. The wholesale slaughter of party and stateofficials was in danger
of making the Soviet state ungovernable. The majority of these victims of state
repression in this period were accused of participating in counter-revolutionary
conspiracies. Almost without exception, there was no substance to the claims
and no material evidence to supportthem. By the time the terror was brought to a
close, most of its victims were ordinary Soviet citizens for whom "counterPage 5/9
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revolution" was an unfathomable abstraction. In short, the Terror was wholly
destructive, not merely in terms of the incalculable human cost, but also in terms
of the interests ofthe Soviet leaders, principally Joseph Stalin, who directed and
managed it. The Great Fear presents a new and original explanation of the
Stalin's Terror based on intelligence materials in Russian archives. It shows how
Soviet leaders developed a grossly exaggerated fear of conspiracy and foreign
invasion and lashed out at enemies largely of their own making.
A new and updated edition of this definitive history of Russia. A team of
distinguished histrorians cuts through the myths and mystery that have
surrounded Russia from its earliest days, from tenth-century Kiev and Muscovy,
through empire and revolution, to the fall of Communism and the Putin era.
A fictionalized yet historically faithful account of how four Soviet citizens and a
German expatriate became "witnesses" at the most notorious show trials in
modern history. Their false testimony sent top Communists to the executioner
and left Stalin the undisputed ruler of the USSR. Revised edition, includes
Prequel and images of actual documents.
The Great TerrorA ReassessmentOxford University Press on Demand
In the Great Terror of 1937-38 more than a million Soviet citizens were arrested
or killed for political crimes they didn't commit. What kind of people carried out
this violent purge, and what motivated them? This book opens up the world of the
Soviet perpetrator for the first time. Focusing on Kuntsevo, the Moscow suburb
where Stalin had a dacha, Alexander Vatlin shows how Stalinism rewarded local
officials for inventing enemies. Agents of Terror reveals stunning, detailed
evidence from archives available for a limited time in the 1990s. Going beyond
the central figures of the terror, Vatlin takes readers into the offices and
interrogation rooms of secret police at the district level. Spurred at times by
ambition, and at times by fear for their own lives, agents rushed to fulfill quotas
for arresting "enemies of the people"--even when it meant fabricating the
evidence. Vatlin pulls back the curtain on a Kafkaesque system, forcing readers
to reassess notions of historical agency and moral responsibility in Stalin-era
crimes.
Robert Conquest's The Great Terror is the book that revealed the horrors of Stalin's regime to
the West. This definitive fiftieth anniversary edition features a new foreword by Anne
Applebaum. One of the most important books ever written about the Soviet Union, The Great
Terror revealed to the West for the first time the true extent and nature Stalin’s purges in the
1930s, in which around a million people were tortured and executed or sent to labour camps
on political grounds. Its publication caused a widespread reassessment of Communism itself.
This definitive fiftieth anniversary edition gathers together the wealth of material added by the
author in the decades following its first publication and features a new foreword by leading
historian Anne Applebaum, explaining the continued relevance of this momentous period of
history and of this classic account.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award The definitive
biography of the mercurial Soviet leader who succeeded and denounced Stalin. Nikita
Khrushchev was one of the most complex and important political figures of the twentieth
century. Ruler of the Soviet Union during the first decade after Stalin's death, Khrushchev left a
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contradictory stamp on his country and on the world. His life and career mirror the Soviet
experience: revolution, civil war, famine, collectivization, industrialization, terror, world war,
cold war, Stalinism, post-Stalinism. Complicit in terrible Stalinist crimes, Khrushchev
nevertheless retained his humanity: his daring attempt to reform communism prepared the
ground for its eventual collapse; and his awkward efforts to ease the cold war triggered its
most dangerous crises. This is the first comprehensive biography of Khrushchev and the first
of any Soviet leader to reflect the full range of sources that have become available since the
USSR collapsed. Combining a page-turning historical narrative with penetrating political and
psychological analysis, this book brims with the life and excitement of a man whose story
personified his era.
An inventive, wholly original look at the complex psyche of Eastern Europe in the wake of the
revolutions of 1989 and the opening of the communist archives. In the tradition of Timothy
Garton Ash’s The File, Yale historian and prize-winning author Marci Shore draws upon
intimate understanding to illuminate the afterlife of totalitarianism. The Taste of Ashes spans
from Berlin to Moscow, moving from Vienna in Europe’s west through Prague, Bratislava,
Warsaw and Bucharest to Vilnius and Kiev in the post-communist east. The result is a
shimmering literary examination of the ghost of communism – no longer Marx’s “specter to
come” but a haunting presence of the past. Marci Shore builds her history around people she
came to know over the course of the two decades since communism came to an end in
Eastern Europe: her colleagues and friends, once-communists and once-dissidents, the
accusers and the accused, the interrogators and the interrogated, Zionists, Bundists, Stalinists
and their children and grandchildren. For them, the post-communist moment has not closed
but rather has summoned up the past: revolution in 1968, Stalinism, the Second World War,
the Holocaust. The end of communism had a dark side. As Shore pulls the reader into her
journey of discovery, reading the archival records of people who are themselves confronting
the traumas of former lives, she reveals the intertwining of the personal and the political, of
love and cruelty, of intimacy and betrayal. The result is a lyrical, touching, and sometimes
heartbreaking, portrayal of how history moves and what history means.
In this detailed account of the murder of Sergei Kirov, Stalin's heir apparent, the author
contends that Stalin not only sanctioned Kirov's assassination but used it as a justification for
the terror that culminated in 1937 and 1938
Shares the current concerns of Russian women, describes their role in Russian society, and
looks at how their discontent has helped lead to the massive changes sweeping the nation
In this magisterial and acclaimed history, Anne Applebaum offers the first fully documented
portrait of the Gulag, from its origins in the Russian Revolution, through its expansion under
Stalin, to its collapse in the era of glasnost. The Gulag--a vast array of Soviet concentration
camps that held millions of political and criminal prisoners--was a system of repression and
punishment that terrorized the entire society, embodying the worst tendencies of Soviet
communism. Applebaum intimately re-creates what life was like in the camps and links them to
the larger history of the Soviet Union. Immediately recognized as a landmark and long-overdue
work of scholarship, Gulag is an essential book for anyone who wishes to understand the
history of the twentieth century.
This is the first major study by a Russian Marxist historian of the most tragic and fateful year in
the history of the Soviet Union. With an encyclopedic knowledge of Soviet source material,
including archival documents released after the fall of the USSR, Vadim Rogovin presents a
detailed and penetrating analysis of the causes, impact and consequences of Stalin's purges.
He demonstrates that the principal function of the terror was the physical annihilation of the
substantial socialist opposition to Stalin's bureaucratic regime.
The historical background, the present position, and the future prospects of both the nonRussian and Russian peoples are considered in their many aspects, as are the maneuvers of
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the Communist regime to suppress, appease, or make use of them. The future of the Soviet
Union, and thus of the world, depends greatly on whether, and how, the Communist
leadership, whose own ideology has lost most of its appeal, can adjust to a new surge of
national feeling. The authors examine the question from many points of view, in a broad
conspectus of political, cultural, economic, demographic, and other approaches.

A reconstruction of the causes, circumstances, and consequences of Stalin's forced
collectivization of Soviet agriculture details the fate of villages and individuals
These essays by scholars from six nations offers contributions to the understanding of
Stalinist terror in the 1930s. The essays explore in depth the background of the terror
and patterns of persecution, while providing more empirically founded estimates of the
numbers of Stalin's victims.
Drawing on sources only available since glasnost, this study reexamines a horrific
period in Soviet history and sheds new light on the Moscow trials and the purge of the
intelligentsia
The human cost of the Gulag, the Soviet labor camp system in which millions of people
were imprisoned between 1920 and 1956, was staggering. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn and
others after him have written movingly about the Gulag, yet never has there been a
thorough historical study of this unique and tragic episode in Soviet history. This
groundbreaking book presents the first comprehensive, historically accurate account of
the camp system. Russian historian Oleg Khlevniuk has mined the contents of
extensive archives, including long-suppressed state and Communist Party documents,
to uncover the secrets of the Gulag and how it became a central component of Soviet
ideology and social policy.
The definitive work on Stalin's purges, the author's The Great Terror was universally
acclaimed when it first appeared in 1968. It was "hailed as the only scrupulous,
nonpartisan, and adequate book on the subject". And in recent years it has received
equally high praise in the Soviet Union, where it is now considered the authority on the
period, and has been serialized in Neva, one of their leading periodicals. Of course,
when the author wrote the original volume two decades ago, he relied heavily on
unofficial sources. Now, with the advent of glasnost, an avalanche of new material is
available, and he has mined this enormous cache to write a substantially new edition of
his classic work. It is remarkable how many of the most disturbing conclusions have
born up under the light of fresh evidence. But the author has added enormously to the
detail, including hitherto secret information on the three great "Moscow Trials," on the
fate of the executed generals, on the methods of obtaining confessions, on the purge of
writers and other members of the intelligentsia, on life in the labor camps, and many
other key matters. Both a leading Sovietologist and a highly respected poet, the author
blends research with prose, providing not only an authoritative account of Stalin's
purges, but also a compelling chronicle of one of this century's most tragic events. A
timely revision of a book long out of print, this is the updated version of the author's
original work.
From the bestselling author of On Tyranny, the definitive history of Hitler's and Stalin's
wars against the civilians of Europe in World War Two Americans call the Second
World War "The Good War."But before it even began, America's wartime ally Josef
Stalin had killed millions of his own citizens--and kept killing them during and after the
war. Before Hitler was finally defeated, he had murdered six million Jews and nearly as
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many other Europeans. At war's end, both the German and the Soviet killing sites fell
behind the iron curtain, leaving the history of mass killing in darkness. Bloodlands is a
new kind of European history, presenting the mass murders committed by the Nazi and
Stalinist regimes as two aspects of a single history, in the time and place where they
occurred: between Germany and Russia, when Hitler and Stalin both held power.
Assiduously researched, deeply humane, and utterly definitive, Bloodlands will be
required reading for anyone seeking to understand the central tragedy of modern
history. Bloodlands won twelve awards including the Emerson Prize in the Humanities,
a Literature Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the Leipzig Award
for European Understanding, and the Hannah Arendt Prize in Political Thought. It has
been translated into more than thirty languages, was named to twelve book-of-the-year
lists, and was a bestseller in six countries.
A brilliant weave of personal involvement, vivid biography and political insight, Koba the
Dread is the successor to Martin Amis’s award-winning memoir, Experience. Koba the
Dread captures the appeal of one of the most powerful belief systems of the 20th
century — one that spread through the world, both captivating it and staining it red. It
addresses itself to the central lacuna of 20th-century thought: the indulgence of
Communism by the intellectuals of the West. In between the personal beginnings and
the personal ending, Amis gives us perhaps the best one-hundred pages ever written
about Stalin: Koba the Dread, Iosif the Terrible. The author’s father, Kingsley Amis,
though later reactionary in tendency, was a “Comintern dogsbody” (as he would come
to put it) from 1941 to 1956. His second-closest, and then his closest friend (after the
death of the poet Philip Larkin), was Robert Conquest, our leading Sovietologist whose
book of 1968, The Great Terror, was second only to Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag
Archipelago in undermining the USSR. The present memoir explores these
connections. Stalin said that the death of one person was tragic, the death of a million a
mere “statistic.” Koba the Dread, during whose course the author absorbs a particular,
a familial death, is a rebuttal of Stalin’s aphorism.
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