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And Answers
This Is R.K. Narayan S Classic Chronicle Of The
Adventures Of A Boy Named Swami, And His
Friends Rajam And Mani, In A Sleepy And
Picturesque South Indian Town Called Malgudi.
Swami S Days Are Full Of Action-When He Is Not
Creating A Ruckus In The Classroom Or Preparing
In His Inimitable Way For Exams, He S Trying To
Acquire A Hoop From The Coachman S Son To Run
Down The Malgudi Streets, Playing Tricks On His
Grandmother, Or Stoning The School Windows,
Inspired By A Swadeshi Demonstration. But The
Greatest Feat Of Swami And His Friends Lies In
Putting Together A Cricket Team For The Mcc (The
Malgudi Cricket Club) And Challenging The
Neighbouring Young Men S Union To A Match. Just
Before The Match, However, Things Go Horribly,
Horribly Wrong, And Swami Has No Option But To
Run Away From Home, Wanting Never To Return To
Malgudi Again . . . Malgudi Schooldays Is A
Brilliantly Evocative And Delightfully Funny Account
Of The Growing-Up Years From One Of The
Greatest English Language Writers Of Our Time.
Includes A Slightly Abridged Version Of The Novel
Swami And Friends Along With Two Other Swami
Stories, Available Together For The First Time
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Features Fifteen Black-And-White Illustrations By
R.K. Laxman Attractive Design The First In A Series
Of Indian Literature Classics On The Puffin List
Based on the life of the middle-class intellectuals in
Calcutta, Voices in the City is an unforgettable story
of a bohemian brother and his two sisters caught in
the cross-currents of changing social values. In
many ways the story reflects a vivid picture of India's
social transition — a phase in which the older
elements are not altogether dead, and the emergent
ones not fully evolved.
Paul Brians presents a chapter-by-chapter study
guide to "The Guide," a work of fiction written in
English by the Indian author R.K. Narayan (1906- ).
The novel was originally published in 1958.
Over a career spanning seven decades, R.K.
Narayan, easily one of the most influential and
important writers of India, populated the fictional
town of Malgudi with a host of unforgettable
characters: Swami and his gang of friends, the
Talkative Man, Raju the guide and Sampath the
printer, among many others. These characters have
carved out a place for themselves in popular
imagination and live on, still fresh and endlessly
entertaining, many decades after they first appeared.
Timeless Malgudi brings together a selection of the
best and the most enduring of R.K. Narayan's fiction
and nonfiction. The Guide examines, with wit and
irony, how a man becomes a godman. The story 'A
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Horse and Two Goats' describes an attempt at
crosscultural communication which goes haywire,
with hilarious consequences. The excerpt from My
Days, Narayan's autobiography, paints a poignant
picture of the author's childhood while the 'Misguided
Guide' is a cynical, sharply written chronicle of the
making of the film Guide, based on his novel. Also
included in this volume are excerpts from the
travelogue My Dateless Diary and a brilliant retelling
of the Tamil epic Silappadikaram.
Rasipuram Krishnaswamy Narayan, 1906-2001,
Indo-English novelist; contributed articles.
The best-selling author of The River returns with a
heart-racing thriller about a young man who is hired
by an elite fishing lodge in Colorado, where he
uncovers a plot of shocking menace amid the natural
beauty of sun-drenched streams and forests. "Peter
Heller is the poet laureate of the literary thriller.
--Michael Koryta, New York Times best-selling
author of Those Who Wish Me Dead Kingfisher
Lodge, nestled in a canyon on a mile and a half of
the most pristine river water on the planet, is known
by locals as Billionaire's Mile and is locked behind a
heavy gate. Sandwiched between barbed wire and a
meadow with a sign that reads Don't Get Shot! the
resort boasts boutique fishing at its finest. Safe from
viruses that have plagued America for years,
Kingfisher offers a respite for wealthy clients. Now it
also promises a second chance for Jack, a return to
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normalcy after a young life filled with loss. When he
is assigned to guide a well-known singer, his only job
is to rig her line, carry her gear, and steer her to the
best trout he can find. But then a human scream
pierces the night, and Jack soon realizes that this
idyllic fishing lodge may be merely a cover for a far
more sinister operation. A novel as gripping as it is
lyrical, as frightening as it is moving, The Guide is
another masterpiece from Peter Heller.
Set against the backdrop of the Indian Freedom
Movement, this fiction novel from award-winning
Indian writer R. K. Narayan traces the adventures of
a young man, Sriram, who is suddenly removed from
a quiet, apathetic existence and, owing to his
involvement in the campaign of Mahatma Gandhi
against British rule in India, thrust into a life as
adventurously varied as that of any picaresque hero.
“There are writers—Tolstoy and Henry James to
name two—whom we hold in awe, writers—Turgenev
and Chekhov—for whom we feel a personal affection,
other writers whom we respect—Conrad, for
example—but who hold us at a long arm’s length with
their ‘courtly foreign grace.’ Narayan (whom I don’t
hesitate to name in such a context) more than any of
them wakes in me a spring of gratitude, for he has
offered me a second home. Without him I could
never have known what it is like to be
Indian.”—Graham Greene “R. K. Narayan...has been
compared to Gogol in England, where he has
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acquired a well-deserved reputation. The
comparison is apt, for Narayan, an Indian, is a writer
of Gogol’s stature, with the same gift for creating a
provincial atmosphere in a time of change....One is
convincingly involved in this alien world without ever
being aware of the technical devices Narayan so
brilliantly employs.”—Anthony West, The New Yorker
‘The best of R.K. Narayan’s enchanting
novels’—The New Yorker Raju, a corrupt tourist
guide, together with his lover, the dancer Rosie,
leads a prosperous life before he is thrown into
prison. After release he rests on the steps of an
abandoned temple when a peasant passing by
mistakes him for a holy man. Slowly, almost
reluctantly, he begins to play the part, acting as a
spiritual guide to the village community. Raju’s
holiness is put to the test when a drought strikes the
village, and he is asked to fast for twelve days to
summon the rains. Set in Narayan’s fictional town,
Malgudi, The Guide is the greatest of his comedies
of self-deception. ‘A brilliant accomplishment …
Narayan is the compassionate man who can write of
human life as comedy’—The New York Times Book
Review ‘Narayan is such a natural writer, so true to
his experience and emotions’—V.S. Naipaul
While the colourful sweetmeats are frying in the
kitchen, Jagan immerses himself in his copy of the
Bhagavad Gita. A widower of firm Gandhian
principles, Jagan nonetheless harbours a warm and
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embarrassed affection for his wastrel son Mali. Yet
even Jagan's patience begins to fray when Mali
descends on the sleepy city of Malgudi full of
modern notions, with a new half-American wife and a
grand plan for selling novel-writing machines. From
different generations and different cultures, father
and son are forced to confront each other, and are
taken by surprise . . .
The essays in this book have been divided into two
sections. The first section examines one of Narayn's
major works, The Guide. The essays here discuss
the genesis of the novel, narrative structure, use of
language, humour and irony in the novel, the
characters, and also the post-colonial quality of The
Guide. The second section situates The Guide within
the larger context of Narayan's life and works,
Narayan as a novelist, themes and characters in his
novels, Narayan's Malgudi, and Narayan as an
Indian English writer. These essays will be essential
reading for students who study The Guide, and also
Narayan's works as a whole.
R. K. Narayan (1906—2001) witnessed nearly a
century of change in his native India and captured it
in fiction of uncommon warmth and vibrancy. In The
Dark Room, Narayan’s portrait of aggrieved
domesticity, the docile and obedient Savitri, like
many Malgudi women, is torn between submitting to
her husband’s humiliations and trying to escape
them. Written during British rule, this novel brings
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colonial India into intimate focus through the
narrative gifts of this master of literary realism.
The pick of thirty years of essays from R.K. Narayan,
India's greatest English language novelist. R.K.
Narayan is perhaps better known as a novelist, but
his essays are as delightful and enchanting as his
stories and novels. Introducing this selection of
essays, Narayan writes, 'I have always been drawn
to the personal essay in which you see something of
the author himself apart from the theme...the scope
for such a composition is unlimited—the mood may
be sombre, hilarious or satirical and the theme may
range from what the author notices from his window
to what he sees in his waste-paper basket to a world
cataclysm.' A Writer's Nightmare is the marvellous
result of Narayan's liking for the personal essay. In
the book, he tackles subjects such as weddings,
mathematics, coffee, umbrellas, teachers,
newspapers, architecture, monkeys, the caste
system, lovers—all sorts of topics, simple and not so
simple, which reveal the very essence of India.
&Lsquo;The Term Occurred To Me When We
Started Out On A Tour Of Karnataka, From Mysore,
Through Hunsur And Hassan, And Returning To
Mysore Nearly One Week Later, Having
Continuously Journeyed Up And Down The Ghats,
The Konkan Coast And Coorg, And Never Seeing A
Dry Patch Anywhere. Green Of Several Shades We
Saw, Mountainsides Lightly Coated With Verdure
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And Fern, The Dark Foliage Of Trees Rising
Hundreds Of Feet From The Valley, Light Green,
Dark Green, Pale Green, Evergreen, And Every Kind
Of Green Shade, Were Offered For Our Delectation
All Through Our Circular Tour Of Approximately A
Thousand Kilometres.&Rsquo; The Emerald Route
Is R.K. Narayan&Rsquo;S Account Of His Travels
Across His Homeland Of Karnataka, From Belur And
Halebid To Gulbarga And Hampi, From The Hilly
Prospects Of Mangalore To The Gold Mines Of
Kolar, From The Legendary Battlefield Of
Seringapanam&Mdash;Home Of Tippu
Sultan&Mdash;To The Rock Formations Of
Bellary&Mdash;Supposed To Be Gigantic Pellets
Thrown By Bhima At Bakasura. As He Makes His
Way Through The Shopping Complexes Of
Bangalore And The Elephant Khedda At Karapur,
Samples The Local Delicacies Like Nanjangud
Bananas And Avaraikalu Beans And Enjoys The
Sunsets And Mallige (Jasmine) At Mysore, The
Master Storyteller Tells Us About The History And
Mythology That Make Karnataka The Fascinating
State It Is. Published In Paperback For The First
Time, This Previously Unavailable Volume From
India&Rsquo;S Greatest Living Writer Will Be A
Delight To Every Fan Of R.K. Narayan. &Nbsp;
In After Empire Michael Gorra explores how three
novelists of empire—Paul Scott, V. S. Naipaul, and
Salman Rushdie—have charted the perpetually drawn
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and perpetually blurred boundaries of identity left in
the wake of British imperialism. Arguing against a
model of cultural identity based on race, Gorra
begins with Scott's portrait, in The Raj Quartet, of the
character Hari Kumar—a seeming oxymoron, an
"English boy with a dark brown skin," whose very
existence undercuts the belief in an absolute
distinction between England and India. He then turns
to the opposed figures of Naipaul and Rushdie, the
two great novelists of the Indian diaspora. Whereas
Naipaul's long and controversial career maps the
"deep disorder" spread by both imperialism and its
passing, Rushdie demonstrates that certain
consequences of that disorder, such as migrancy
and mimicry, have themselves become creative
forces. After Empire provides engaging and
enlightening readings of postcolonial fiction, showing
how imperialism helped shape British national
identity—and how, after the end of empire, that
identity must now be reconfigured.
Grandly uninvolved in the bustle of Malgudi, Nagaraj enjoys a
purposeless but orderly life of prayer, gossip and a little bookkeeping at Coomar's Boeing Sari Centre. Fulfilment, however,
eludes him. And even in his desultory determination to write
his magnum opus, something always seems to prevent him
getting started.Then crisis visits Nagaraj in the person of Tim,
his tearaway young nephew, whose escapades not only
serve to expose his weaknesses, but also to give him a
hundred and one excuses for delay .
R.K. Narayan’s reputation as one of the founding figures of
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Indian writing in English is re-examined in this comprehensive
study of his fiction, which offers detailed readings of all his
novels. Arguing against views that have seen Narayan as a
chronicler of “authentic” Indianness, John Thieme locates his
fiction in terms of its specific South Indian contexts and
cultural geography and its non-Indian intertexts. The study
also considers the effect that Narayan’s writing for overseas
publication had on novels such as Swami and Friends, The
Guide and The Man-Eater of Malgudi. Narayan’s imaginary
small town of Malgudi has often been seen as a metonym for
India. Thieme draws on recent thinking about the ways in
which place and space are constructed to demonstrate that
Malgudi is always a fractured and transitional site, an
interface between older conceptions of Indianness and
contemporary views that stress the ubiquitousness and
inescapability of change in the face of modernity. The study
also shows that Malgudi is seen from varying angles of vision
and with shifting emphases at different points in Narayan’s
career. As well as offering fresh insights into the influences
that went into the making of Narayan’s fiction, this is the
most wide-ranging and authoritative guide to his novels to
have appeared to date. It provides a unique account of his
development as a writer.
The Mahabharata tells a story of such violence and tragedy
that many people in India refuse to keep the full text in their
homes, fearing that if they do, they will invite a disastrous fate
upon their house. Covering everything from creation to
destruction, this ancient poem remains an indelible part of
Hindu culture and a landmark in ancient literature. Centuries
of listeners and readers have been drawn to The
Mahabharata, which began as disparate oral ballads and
grew into a sprawling epic. The modern version is famously
long, and at more than 1.8 million words—seven times the
combined lengths of the Iliad and Odyssey—it can be
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incredibly daunting. Contemporary readers have a much
more accessible entry point to this important work, thanks to
R. K. Narayan’s masterful translation and abridgement of the
poem. Now with a new foreword by Wendy Doniger, as well
as a concise character and place guide and a family tree, The
Mahabharata is ready for a new generation of readers. As
Wendy Doniger explains in the foreword, “Narayan tells the
stories so well because they’re all his stories.” He grew up
hearing them, internalizing their mythology, which gave him
an innate ability to choose the right passages and their best
translations. In this elegant translation, Narayan ably distills a
tale that is both traditional and constantly changing. He draws
from both scholarly analysis and creative interpretation and
vividly fuses the spiritual with the secular. Through this
balance he has produced a translation that is not only clear,
but graceful, one that stands as its own story as much as an
adaptation of a larger work.
An unusual and witty travel book about the United States of
America. At the age of fifty, when most people have settled
for the safety of routine, R. K. Narayan left India for the first
time to travel through America. In this account of his journey,
the writer’s pen unerringly captures the clamour and energy
of New York city, the friendliness of the West Coast, the
wealth and insularity of the Mid-West, the magnificence of the
Grand Canyon...Threading their way through the narrative are
a host of delightful characters—from celebrities like Greta
Garbo, Aldous Huxley, Martha Graham, Cartier Bresson,
Milton Singer, Edward G. Robinson and Ravi Shankar to the
anonymous business tycoon on the train who dismissed the
writer when he discovered Narayan had nothing to do with
India’s steel industry. As a bonus, there are wry snapshots of
those small but essential aspects of American life—muggers,
fast food restaurants, instant gurus, subway commuters, TV
advertisements, and American football. An entrancing and
Page 11/22

Read PDF The Guide R K Narayan Questions And
Answers
compelling travelogue about an endlessly fascinating land.
For the centennial of his birth, R. K. Narayan's most
celebrated novel Formerly India's most corrupt tourist guide,
Raju—just released from prison—seeks refuge in an
abandoned temple. Mistaken for a holy man, he plays the
part and succeeds so well that God himself intervenes to put
Raju's newfound sanctity to the test. Narayan's most
celebrated novel, The Guide won him the National Prize of
the Indian Literary Academy, his country's highest literary
honor. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the
series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
Guide, The (Modern Classics)Penguin Books India
Unforgettable Stories For Children From The Masterly Pen Of
R.K. Narayan After The Stupendous Success Of Malgudi
Schooldays, R.K. Narayan S Chronicle Of The Escapades Of
Swami And His Friends, Comes Malgudi Adventures, Which
Contains More Delightful Stories Of Children S Adventures In
The Magical South Indian Small Town Of Malgudi. There Are
The Memorable Stories Of Babu, Who, In Trying To Set Up
The Lights For His Sisters Navaratri Display, Manages To
Plunge The Entire Household Into Darkness; Of A Snake
Charmer Boy Who Grows Up With A Monkey Named Rama
As His Companion; And Of Raju, Who Decides To Become A
Guide When A Train Station Is Built At Malgudi. Also Included
Are The Fascinating Stories Of Balu, Who Dumps His Father
S Accounts Ledger In The Gutter; Of A Little Boy Who Finds
Himself Lost On The Streets Of Malgudi Late One Night; Of
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Chandran, Who Falls Head Over Heels In Love On The
Banks Of The Sarayu One Evening; And Of The Hilarious
Sequence Of Events That Unfolds When Raja The Tiger
Decides To Seek Refuge In The Local School.

Rogue is reluctantly cast in the role of a holy man in
this ironic comedy of East Indian life.
When R.K. Narayan Passed Away Last Year At The
Age Of Ninety-Four, Tributes Poured In From Fans
And Admirers, Celebrating The Art Of This Master
Storyteller Who Has Often Been Described As
India'S Greatest English Language Writer. Narayan
Is Better Known For His Novels Set In The Fictional
South Indian Town Of Malgudi, But His Essays Are
As Delightful And Enchanting As Any Of His Novels.
This Collection Begins With The Short Essays Which
Narayan Wrote As A Weekly Contribution To The
Hindu, The Subjects Of Which Are As Diverse As
Umbrellas, Weddings, Monkeys, South Indian
Coffee, Films, The Black Market, Old Age, The
Caste System, Gardening And Vayudoot. The Later,
Longer Essays Dwell On The Cultural Ambiguities
That Persist In Our Nation: Narayan S Description Of
The Linguistic Confusion Between The North And
The South With The Advent Of National Television Is
Reminiscent Of The Misunderstood Messages In His
Famous Story 'A Horse And Two Goats'. The
Highlight Of This Section Is A Scathingly Funny
Essay On The Making Of The Film The Guide, A
Project That Distorted Narayan S Narrative Beyond
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Recognition. In A Separate Section On The World Of
The Writer, Narayan Describes The Predicament Of
Writing In English In India, An Art Which He
Pioneered, And The Pitfalls Of Being Considered For
The Nobel Prize In Literature Which He Never Got.
This Volume Also Includes The Complete Text Of
My Dateless Diary, Narayan S Jottings About His
Travels In America When He Was In The Process Of
Writing The Guide. As He Journeys Across The Vast
Continent On A Diet Of Rice And Yoghurt And
Without The Aid Of An Alarm Clock, Narayan
Recounts A Myriad Memorable Moments, From His
Encounter With The Mysterious Greta Garbo To The
Evening Gathering Where He Is Hailed As One Of
The Three Greatest Living Authors In The World.
Taken Together, These Writings Provide A
Fascinating Glimpse Into The Private World Of One
Of The Most Gifted Writers Of Our Time, And Reveal
The Ways In Which Narayan Was Able To Convert
The Small And Ordinary Things Of Everyday Life
Into Memorable Literary Anecdotes.
R. K. Narayan (1906—2001) witnessed nearly a
century of change in his native India and captured it
in fiction of uncommon warmth and vibrancy. Swami
and Friends introduces us to Narayan’s beloved
fictional town of Malgudi, where ten-year-old
Swaminathan’s excitement about his country’s
initial stirrings for independence competes with his
ardor for cricket and all other things British. Written
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during British rule, this novel brings colonial India
into intimate focus through the narrative gifts of this
master of literary realism.
R.K. Narayan's reputation as one of the founding
figures of Indian writing in English is re-examined in
this comprehensive study of his fiction. Arguing
against views that have seen Narayan as a
chronicler of authentic "Indianness," John Thieme
locates his fiction in terms of specific South Indian
contexts, cultural geography, and non-Indian
intertexts. Thieme draws on recent thinking about
the ways places are constructed to demonstrate that
Malgudi is always a fractured and transitional
site--an interface between older conceptions and
contemporary views that stress the inescapability of
change in the face of modernity. Offering fresh
insights into the influences that went into the making
of Narayan's fiction, this is the most wide-ranging
and authoritative guide to his novels to date.
R.K. Narayan S Career As A Novelist And Short
Story Writer Spans Almost Eight Decades From
Swami And Friends (1935) To Grandmother S Tale
(1992) Until His Death On 13 May 2001 At The Ripe
Age Of 95. His Distinctive Sense Of Humour, His
Trade Mark Irony, His Bemused, Knowing,
Overseeing Perspective, His Rootedness In Religion
And Family Values And His Inescapable Capturing
Of The Essence Of Indian Sensibility All Have Been
Looked At From A Refreshingly New Perspective,
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Hitherto Only Partly Touched Or Left Unexplored
And Unattempted. New Insights Into The Guide, The
Maneater Of Malgudi, A Tiger For Malgudi, Waiting
For The Mahatma, The Dark Room Exploit FreshlyForged Tools Of Critical Analysis Comparative,
Structural, New Historical , Feminist, Bakhtinian,
Post-Colonial And Socio-Cultural And Ethical.A
Welcome Addition To The Extant Critical Scholarship
On R.K. Narayan S Ouevre.A Lucid Discussion Of
New Dimensions In Literary Theory Through WellArgued, Illustrative Analysis Of Popular Texts.A
Scholarly Elucidation Of The Sociology Of Hinduism
As Reflected In Popular Fiction.An Indispensable
Source-Book For Students, Researchers, Teachers,
Scholars In Inter-Related Fields Like Literary
Criticism, Theory Of Literature, Indian Philosophy,
Customs And Thought-Patterns, Besides Social
Anthropology And Sociology.
This is the story of Nataraj, who earns his living as a
printer in the little world of Malgudi, an imaginary
town in South India. Nataraj and his close friends, a
poet and a journalist, find their congenia l days
disturbed when Vasu, a powerful taxidermist, moves
in with his stuffed hyenas and pythons, and brings
his dancing-women up the printer's private stairs.
When Vasu, in search of larger game, threatens the
life of a temple elephant that Natara j has
befriended, complications ensue that are both
laughable and tragic.
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Lonely Planet: The world’s number one travel guide
publisher* Lonely Planet’s Philippines is your
passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on
what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries
await you. Pick your strip of pearly white sand,
snorkel with gentle whale sharks at Donsol or dive at
Puerto Galera, and cruise through the reefs and
islands of the Bacuit Archipelago – all with your
trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of
Philippines and begin your journey now! Inside
Lonely Planet’s Philippines: Colour maps and
images throughout Highlights and itineraries help
you tailor your trip to your personal needs and
interests Insider tips to save time and money and get
around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble
spots Essential info at your fingertips - hours of
operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips,
prices Honest reviews for all budgets - eating,
sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden
gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights
provide a richer, more rewarding travel experience covering history, wildlife, landscapes, arts, daily life,
food, people Covers Manila & Around, Mindoro,
Palawan, Boracay, Western Visayas, Mindanao,
Cebu, Eastern Visayas, Southeast Luzon, North
Luzon, and more eBook Features: (Best viewed on
tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF
and offline maps prevent roaming and data charges
Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and
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reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook
experience Seamlessly flip between pages
Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you
to key pages in a flash Embedded links to
recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and
images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing The
Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet’s Philippines is our
most comprehensive guide to the country, and is
designed to immerse you in the culture and help you
discover the best sights and get off the beaten track.
About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading
travel media company and the world’s number one
travel guidebook brand, providing both inspiring and
trustworthy information for every kind of traveller
since 1973. Over the past four decades, we’ve
printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a
dedicated, passionate global community of
travellers. You’ll also find our content online, and in
mobile apps, video, 14 languages, nine international
magazines, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks,
and more. ‘Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply,
like no other.’ – New York Times ‘Lonely Planet. It's
on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveller's
hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's
everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of
people how to travel the world.’ – Fairfax Media
(Australia) *Source: Nielsen BookScan: Australia,
UK, USA, 5/2016-4/2017 Important Notice: The
digital edition of this book may not contain all of the
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images found in the physical edition.
"I am inclined to call this the last chapter, but how can an
autobiography have a final chapter? At best, it can only
be a penultimate one; nor can it be given a rounded-off
conclusion, as is possible in a work of fiction." So begins
the last chapter of My Days, the only memoir from R. K.
Narayan, hailed as "India's most notable novelist and
short-story writer" by the New York Times Book Review.
In his usual winning, humorous style, R. K. Narayan
shares his life story, beginning in his grandmother's
garden in Madras with his ferocious pet peacock. As a
young boy with no interest in school, he trains
grasshoppers, scouts, and generally takes part in life's
excitements. Against the advice of all, especially his
commanding headmaster father, the dreaming Narayan
takes to writing fiction, and one of his pieces is accepted
by Punch magazine (his "first prestige publication").
Soon his life includes bumbling British diplomats, curious
movie moguls, evasive Indian officials, eccentric
journalists, and "the blind urge" to fall in love. R. K.
Narayan's larger-than-life perception of the human
comedy is at once acute and forgiving, and always true
to it.
R. K. Narayan (1906—2001) witnessed nearly a century
of change in his native India and captured it in fiction of
uncommon warmth and vibrancy. The four novels
collected here, all written during British rule, bring
colonial India into intimate focus through the narrative
gifts of this master of literary realism. Swami and Friends
introduces us to Narayan’s beloved fictional town of
Malgudi, where ten-year-old Swaminathan’s excitement
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about his country’s initial stirrings for independence
competes with his ardor for cricket and all other things
British. The Bachelor of Arts is a poignant coming-of-age
novel about a young man flush with first love, but whose
freedom to pursue it is hindered by the fixed ideas of his
traditional Hindu family. In The Dark Room, Narayan’s
portrait of aggrieved domesticity, the docile and obedient
Savitri, like many Malgudi women, is torn between
submitting to her husband’s humiliations and trying to
escape them. The title character in The English Teacher,
Narayan’s most autobiographical novel, searches for
meaning when the death of his young wife deprives him
of his greatest source of happiness. These pioneering
novels, luminous in their detail and refreshingly free of
artifice, are a gift to twentieth-century literature.
The integration of the spiritual and the practical is the
very culture and tradition of India. R.K. Narayan
represents with exceptional clarity and sensitivity the
Indian tradition, by presenting the interaction between
mundane and transcendent aspects of everyday Indian
life. Contrary to many Western notions about the Indian
experience, it is only through this interaction that the full
range and depth of Indian spiritual life can be
represented. Many have worked on Narayan and his
fiction but no one has considered the question of
mundane-transcendent interactions. This book focuses
on Narayan's representation of this Indian tradition and
opens new ground by clearly picturing the Indianness of
spirituality in ordinary daily life.
For Raman the sign painter, life is a familiar and
satisfying routine. A man of simple, rational ways, he
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lives with his pious aunt and prides himself on his
creative work. But all that changes when he meets
Daisy, a thrillingly independent young woman who
wishes to bring birth control to the area. Hired to create
signs for her clinics, Raman finds himself smitten by a
love he cannot understand, much less avoid-and soon
realizes that life isn't so routine anymore. Set in R. K.
Narayan's fictional city of Malgudi, The Painter of Signs
is a wry, bittersweet treasure. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than
1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series
to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
Four gems, with new introductions, mark acclaimed
Indian writer R. K. Narayan's centennial Introducing this
collection of stories, R. K. Narayan describes how in
India "the writer has only to look out of the window to
pick up a character and thereby a story." Composed of
powerful, magical portraits of all kinds of people, and
comprising stories written over almost forty years,
Malgudi Days presents Narayan's imaginary city in full
color, revealing the essence of India and of human
experience. This edition includes an introduction by
Pulitzer Prize- winning author Jhumpa Lahiri. For more
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
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world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-todate translations by award-winning translators.
An End to Suffering is a deeply original and provocative
book about the Buddha's life and his influence
throughout history, told in the form of the author's search
to understand the Buddha's relevance in a world where
class oppression and religious violence are rife, and
where poverty and terrorism cast a long, constant
shadow. Mishra describes his restless journeys into
India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, among Islamists and
the emerging Hindu middle class, looking for this most
enigmatic of religious figures, exploring the myths and
places of the Buddha's life, and discussing Western
explorers' "discovery" of Buddhism in the nineteenth
century. He also considers the impact of Buddhist ideas
on such modern politicians as Gandhi and Nelson
Mandela. As he reflects on his travels and on his own
past, Mishra shows how the Buddha wrestled with
problems of personal identity, alienation, and suffering in
his own, no less bewildering, times. In the process
Mishra discovers the living meaning of the Buddha's
teaching, in the world and for himself. The result is the
most three-dimensional, convincing book on the Buddha
that we have.
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