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The History Of Charlemagne
Charlemagne was the first emperor of medieval Europe and almost immediately after his death in 814 legends spread
about his military and political prowess and the cultural glories of his court at Aix-la-Chapelle.
When the legendary Frankish king and emperor Charlemagne died in 814 he left behind a dominion and a legacy unlike
anything seen in Western Europe since the fall of Rome. Johannes Fried paints a compelling portrait of a devout ruler, a
violent time, and a unified kingdom that deepens our understanding of the man often called the father of Europe.
A biography of the Frankish warrior and medieval Christian king who built a great empire in western Europe.
This posthumous work of the renowned scholar Henri Pirenne (originally published in 1939) offered a new and decisive
explanation of the evolution of Europe from the time of Constantine to that of Charlemagne. His revolutionary ideas
overthrew many of the most cherished conceptions concerning the Middle Ages: namely that "the Germanic invasions
destroyed neither the Mediterranean unity of the ancient world, nor the essential features of Roman culture" and that "the
cause of the break with the tradition of antiquity was the advance of Islam..."
By the mid 8th century no centralized European authority had yet arisen to take the place of the place of the Roman
Empire since its collapse. But in Germany, the Frankish dynasty began to establish itself and eventually their kingdom
covered most of modern day France as well as other parts of Central and Eastern Europe. In the midst of all of the chaos
to control the land, one individual stood at the heart of the Franks' expansion: Charlemagne. A pious and arrogant leader,
he made such an impact on the world he is still arguably one of the greatest kings to have ever ruled. Charlemagne
established his dynasty and elevated his family's influence throughout Europe. His is a story full of violence and heroism,
displaying political, social, and religious advances. It is a story that exhibits what it takes to be a king during a time in
history where it was difficult to amount to anything at all. Author Cameron White in his book entitled Charlemagne: King
of the Franks captures the essence of the warrior King Charlemagne, the time period in which he ruled and the great
impact he had upon the world.
The year is A.D. 781. King Charles of the Franks is crossing the Alps with his family and court on a journey to meet with
Pope Hadrian. One frosty night he speaks to his young son Carl: When we come to Rome you will know that I am naming
you my heir. One day you will rule over all my lands. . . . But the King already had an heir, Pepin the Hunchback,
mockingly called Gobbo. Was he to be dispossessed? Yet Carl sees that Charlemagne is determined to do what he feels
is best to serve God and Europe.
How did empires rule different peoples across vast expanses of space and time? And how did small numbers of imperial
bureaucrats govern large numbers of subordinated peoples? Empires and Bureaucracy in World History seeks answers to these
fundamental problems in imperial studies by exploring the power and limits of bureaucracy. The book is pioneering in bringing
together historians of antiquity and the Middle Ages with scholars of post-medieval European empires, while a genuinely worldhistorical perspective is provided by chapters on China, the Incas and the Ottomans. The editors identify a paradox in how
bureaucracy operated on the scale of empires and so help explain why some empires endured for centuries while, in the
contemporary world, empires fail almost before they begin. By adopting a cross-chronological and world-historical approach, the
book challenges the abiding association of bureaucratic rationality with 'modernity' and the so-called 'Rise of the West'.
On Christmas morning in the year 800, Pope Leo III placed the crown of imperial Rome on the brow of a Germanic king named
Karl. With one gesture, the man later hailed as Charlemagne claimed his empire and forever shaped the destiny of Europe.
Becoming Charlemagne tells the story of the international power struggle that led to this world-changing event. Illuminating an era
that has long been overshadowed by legend, this far-ranging book shows how the Frankish king and his wise counselors built an
empire not only through warfare but also by careful diplomacy. With consummate political skill, Charlemagne partnered with a
scandal-ridden pope, fended off a ruthless Byzantine empress, nurtured Jewish communities in his empire, and fostered ties with a
famous Islamic caliph. For 1,200 years, the deeds of Charlemagne captured the imagination of his descendants, inspiring kings
and crusaders, the conquests of Napoléon and Hitler, and the optimistic architects of the European Union. In this engaging
narrative, Jeff Sypeck crafts a vivid portrait of Karl, the ruler who became a legend, while transporting readers far beyond Europe
to the glittering palaces of Constantinople and the streets of medieval Baghdad. Evoking a long-ago world of kings, caliphs,
merchants, and monks, Becoming Charlemagne brings alive an age of empire building that continues to resonate today.
The writing and reading of history in the early Middle Ages form the key themes of this 2004 book. The primary focus is on the
remarkable manifestations of historical writing in relation to historical memory in the Frankish kingdoms of the eighth and ninth
centuries. It considers the audiences for history in the Frankish kingdoms, the recording of memory in new genres including
narrative histories, cartularies and Libri memoriales, and thus particular perceptions of the Frankish and Christian past. It analyses
both original manuscript material and key historical texts from the Carolingian period, a remarkably creative period in the history of
European culture. Presentations of the past developed in this period were crucial in forming an historical understanding of the
Greco-Roman and Judaeo-Christian past and, in subsequent centuries, of early medieval Europe. They also played an
extraordinarily influential role in the formation of political ideologies and senses of identity within Europe.
This splendid edition contains both ancient biographies of Charles the Great by Einhard and the Monk of St. Gall, edited,
translated and introduced by Arthur James Grant. Charlemagne is often termed the father of modern Europe, in that he
implemented the earliest foundations of Germany, France, Holland and Belgium. Demonstrating great talents in both war and
peace, Charles the Great was able to unite much of Europe to an extent unseen since the time of the Roman Empire. Although
Charlemagne only reigned for fourteen years, his actions while on the Frankish throne were of far-ranging consequence. His wars
against the Saxons, his expedition into Muslim Spain, and his strengthening of relations with the Papacy of Rome helped solidify
Christianity within the European continent. Although his reign was violent, it ushered in civilization to Europe via unification of its
peoples.
During the 1920s Belgian historian Henri Pirenne came to an astonishing conclusion: the ancient classical civilization, which Rome
had established throughout Europe and the Mediterranean world, was not destroyed by the Barbarians who invaded the western
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provinces in the fifth century, it was destroyed by the Arabs, whose conquest of the Middle East and North Africa terminated
Roman civilization in those regions and cut off Europe from any further trading and cultural contact with the East. According to
Pirenne, it was only in the mid-seventh century that the characteristic features of classical life disappeared from Europe, after
which time the continent began to develop its own distinctive and somewhat primitive medieval culture. Pirenne's findings,
published posthumously in his Mohammed et Charlemagne (1937), were even then highly controversial, for by the late nineteenth
century many historians were moving towards a quite different conclusion: namely that the Arabs were actually a civilizing force
who rekindled the light of classical learning in Europe after it had been extinguished by the Goths, Vandals and Huns in the fifth
century. And because Pirenne went so diametrically against the grain of this thinking, the reception of his new thesis tended to be
hostile. Paper after paper published during the 1940s and '50s strove to refute him. The most definitive rebuttal however appeared
in the early 1980s. This was Mohammed, Charlemagne and the Origins of Europe, by English archaeologists Richard Hodges and
David Whitehouse. These, in common with Pirenne's earlier critics, argued that classical civilization was already dead in Europe by
the time of the Arab conquests, and that the Arabs arrived on the scene as civilizers rather than destroyers. Hodges and
Whitehouse claimed that the latest findings of archaeology fully supported this view, and their work was highly influential. So
influential indeed that over the next three decades Pirenne and his thesis was progressively sidelined, so that recent years have
seen the publication of dozens of titles in the English language alone which fail even to mention his name. In Mohammed and
Charlemagne Revisited historian Emmet Scott reviews the evidence put forward by Hodges and Whitehouse, as well as the more
recent findings of archaeology, and comes to a rather different conclusion. For him, the evidence shows that classical civilization
was not dead in Europe at the start of the seventh century, but was actually experiencing something of a revival. Populations and
towns were beginning to grow again for the first time since this second century - a development apparently attributable largely to
the spread of Christianity. In addition, the real centres of classical civilization, in the Middle East, were experiencing an
unprecedented Golden Age at the time, with cities larger and more prosperous than ever before. Excavation has shown that these
were destroyed thoroughly and completely by the Arab conquests, with many never again reoccupied. And it was precisely then,
says Scott, that Europe's classical culture also disappeared, with the abandonment of the undefended lowland villas and farms of
the Roman period and a retreat to fortified hilltop settlements; the first medieval castles. For Scott, archaeology demonstrated that
the Arabs did indeed blockade the Mediterranean through piracy and slave-raiding, precisely as Pirenne had claimed, and he
argues that the disappearance of papyrus from Europe was an infallible proof of this. Whatever classical learning survived after
this time, says Scott, was due almost entirely to the efforts of Christian monks. The Pirenne thesis has taken on a new significance
in the post 9/11 world. Scott's take on the theory will certainly ignite further and perhaps heated debate.
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process.
We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our
continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections in
the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

*Includes pictures *Includes medieval accounts *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading The
Carolingian Dynasty, which carved out a major empire in Europe from 750-887, ushered in an important period in the
Early Middle Ages. The Carolingians were in their time seen as the successors of Ancient Rome in the West, and while
they sought to reestablish the glory of antiquity, they're remembered today for effectively founding the states that would
become France and Germany. The Carolingians are also credited with creating the first Renaissance, the Carolingian
Renaissance, centuries before the Italian Renaissance. Many of the great Latin classics survive today because of copies
made during this period. In addition, the revisions made to written script at this time made texts easier to read, so much
so that most of those changes remain in the modern system of writing. The Carolingians lived at a moment in time where
they saw that antiquity was seen as worth preserving, but they also sought to adapt it to the times, setting the
groundwork for many aspects of what would become the modern world. Nobody was more important in bringing this
about than Charlemagne, the most famous man of the Middle Ages, and likely the most influential. Upon the death of his
father, Pepin the Short, in 768, Charlemagne became King of the Franks, and he proceeded to create one of the largest
European empires since the collapse of Rome. Through his conquests across Western Europe and Italy, Charlemagne
became the first Holy Roman Emperor after a famous imperial coronation by Pope Leo III. In becoming the first Holy
Roman Emperor, Charlemagne essentially established the new order on the European continent, thereby directly
influencing how European politics and royalty proceeded in the coming centuries. As if to demonstrate how large he
loomed in life, Charlemagne was numbered Charles I in Germany, France, and the Holy Roman Empire. Charlemagne is
also viewed as having brought about the Carolingian Renaissance, a revival of art, religion, and culture through the
Catholic Church. This helped establish a uniform European culture, helping Charlemagne earn the title "Father of
Europe." After World War II, when France and Germany were looking for common ground, Charlemagne would often be
held up as a unifying force between peoples who had so often been enemies. The Carolingian Empire: The History and
Legacy of the Frankish Rulers Who Unified Most of Europe and Established the Holy Roman Empire in the Middle Ages
profiles the rulers who helped bring about modern Europe, and the history of their empire. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Carolingians like never before.
The most important study of Charlemagne in a generation, this biography by distinguished medievalist Alessandro
Barbero illuminates both the man and the world in which he lived. Charles the Great—Charlemagne—reigned from a.d. 768
to a.d. 814. At the time if his death, his empire stretched across Europe to include Bavaria, Saxony, parts of Spain, and
Italy. With a remarkable grasp of detail and a sweeping knowledge of Carolingian institutions and economy, Barbero not
only brings Charlemagne to life with accounts of his physical appearance, tastes and habits, family life, and ideas and
actions but also conveys what it meant to be king of the Franks and, later, emperor. He recounts how Charlemagne ruled
his empire, kept justice, and waged wars. He vividly describes the nature of everyday life at that time, how the economy
functioned, and how Christians perceived their religion. Barbero's absorbing analysis of how concepts of slavery and
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freedom were subtly altered as feudal relations began to grow underscores the dramatic changes that the emperor's
wars brought to the political landscape. Engaging and informed by deep scholarship, this latest account provides a new
and richer context for considering one of history's most fascinating personalities.
Three captivating manuscripts in one book: History of France Charlemagne Notre-Dame de Paris
"This book examines the history of European morals. It focuses on the period of time from Augustus to Charlemagne.
The first chapter in this volume examines the nature of the moral ideal that the new religion, Christianity, introduced, and
also the methods by which it attempted to realise it. And at the very outset of this enquiry it is necessary to guard against
a serious error. It is common with many persons to establish a comparison between Christianity and Paganism, by
placing the teaching of the Christians in juxtaposition with corresponding passages from the writings of Marcus Aurelius
or Seneca, and to regard the superiority of the Christian over the philosophical, teaching as a complete measure of the
moral advance that was effected by Christianity. But a moment's reflection is sufficient to display the injustice of such a
conclusion. The ethics of Paganism were part of a philosophy. The ethics of Christianity were part of a religion. In the
second chapter in this Volume II, the author examines the position assigned to women in the community, and to the
virtues and vices that spring directly from the relations of the sexes. The two first steps which are taken towards the
elevation of woman are probably the cessation of the custom of purchasing wives, and the construction of the family on
the basis of monogamy. In the first periods of civilisation, the marriage contract was arranged between the bridegroom
and the father of the bride, on the condition of a sum of money being paid by the former to the latter." (PsycINFO
Database Record (c) 2009 APA, all rights reserved).
"King and Emperor takes on the compelling suspense of good detective work as well as good history."—The Wall Street
Journal Charles I, often known as Charlemagne, is one of the most extraordinary figures ever to rule an empire. Driven
by unremitting physical energy and intellectual curiosity, he was a man of many parts, a warlord and conqueror, a judge
who promised "for each their law and justice," a defender of the Latin Church, a man of flesh and blood. In the twelve
centuries since his death, warfare, accident, vermin, and the elements have destroyed much of the writing on his rule, but
a remarkable amount has survived. Janet Nelson's wonderful new book brings together everything we know about
Charles I, sifting through the available evidence, literary and material, to paint a vivid portrait of the man and his motives.
Building on Nelson’s own extraordinary knowledge, this biography is a sort of detective story, prying into and interpreting
fascinating and often obdurate scraps of evidence, from prayer books to skeletons, gossip to artwork. Charles’s legacy
lies in his deeds and their continuing resonance, as he shaped counties, countries, and continents; founded and rebuilt
towns and monasteries; and consciously set himself up not just as King of the Franks, but as the head of the renewed
Roman Empire. His successors—even to the present day—have struggled to interpret, misinterpret, copy, or subvert his
legacy. Janet Nelson gets us as close as we can hope to come to the real figure of Charles the man as he was
understood in his own time.
In this concise book, Richard Hodges and David Whitehouse review the 'Pirenne thesis' in the light of archaeological
information from northern Europe, the Mediterranean and western Asia.
An incisive and absorbing biography of the legendary emperor who bridged ancient and modern Europe and singlehandedly altered the
course of Western history. Charlemagne was an extraordinary figure: an ingenious military strategist, a wise but ruthless leader, a cunning
politician, and a devout believer who ensured the survival of Christianity in the West. He also believed himself above the rules of the church,
siring bastards across Europe and coldly ordering the execution of 4,500 prisoners. Derek Wilson shows how this complicated, fascinating
man married the military might of his army to the spiritual force of the Church in Rome, thereby forging Western Christendom. This is a
remarkable portrait of Charlemagne and of the intricate political, religious, and cultural world he dominated.
This book explores social cohesion in rural settlements in western Europe from 700–1050, asking to what extent settlements, or districts,
constituted units of social organisation. It focuses on the interactions, interconnections and networks of people who lived side by side –
neighbours. Drawing evidence from most of the current western European countries, the book plots and interrogates the very different
practices of this wide range of regions in a systematically comparative framework. It considers the variety of local responses to the supralocal agents of landlords and rulers and the impact, such as it was, of those agents on the small-scale residential group. It also assesses the
impact on local societies of the values, instructions and demands of the wider literate world of Christianity, as delivered by local priests.
Fifteen introductory but challenging essays on the key aspects of the age of Charlemagne written by many of the top scholars of early
medieval Europe.
From his father, Charlemagne inherited only a part of the Frankish kingdom - little more than half of modern France and the Low Countries.
Before his astonishing career had ended, he had conquered half of Europe and his armies had marched through Italy, Germany, and Spain.
In a glittering Christmas Day ceremony in Rome, in the year 800, he was crowned the new Holy Roman Emperor. More than the heroic
conqueror of Western Europe, Charlemagne was an intense and thoughtful human being. His succession of five wives brought him a palace
full of children. So warm was his love for his daughters that he could never bear to see them married away from the court, even though
enticing alliances with other rulers were offered them. A deeply religious man, Charlemagne became the protector of orthodox Christianity
against medieval heresies. A patron of learning, he established schools and brought artists and scholars to his court to work and study. As a
result, most classical literature comes down to us in copies of books made in Charlemagne's time. Here, from National Book Award winner
Richard Winston, is his remarkable story.
Offers new perspectives on the fascinating but neglected history of ninth-century Italy and the impact of Carolingian culture.
Charlemagne is often claimed as the greatest ruler in Europe before Napoleon. This magisterial study re-examines Charlemagne the ruler
and his reputation. It analyses the narrative representations of Charlemagne produced after his death, and thereafter focuses on the evidence
from Charlemagne's lifetime concerning the creation of the Carolingian dynasty and the growth of the kingdom, the court and the royal
household, communications and identities in the Frankish realm in the context of government, and Charlemagne's religious and cultural
strategies. The book offers a critical examination of the contemporary sources and in so doing transforms our understanding of the
development of the Carolingian empire, the formation of Carolingian political identity, and the astonishing changes effected throughout
Charlemagne's forty-six year period of rule. This is a major contribution to Carolingian history which will be essential reading for anyone
interested in the medieval past. Rosamond McKitterick has also received the 2010 Dr A. H. Heineken Prize for History for her research into
the Carolingians.
Originally published in 1993, The Medieval Charlemagne Legend is a selective bibliography for the literary scholar, of historical and literary
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material relating to Charlemagne. The book provides a chronological listing of sources on the legend and man is split into three distinct
sections, covering the history of Charlemagne, the literature of Charlemagne and the medieval biography and chronicle of Charlemagne.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other
notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction
of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other
notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction
of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
A biography of the man who built an empire to rival the mighty Byzantines. Charlemagne, King of the Franks and Lombards and Emperor of
the Romans, also initiated the renaissance of learning and art known as the Golden Age.
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