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The Inequality Reader Contemporary And Foundational Readings In Race Class
And Gender
Provides a comprehensive introduction to the study of inequality, covering key topics such as race, class and gender.
In this new volume noted scholars David B. Grusky and Szonja Szel nyi have assembled a compilation of the most relevant contemporary
readings on social inequality that is also backed by a select list of the most fundamental classics, all from top names in the field.
The consequences of high-end inequality seep into almost every aspect of human life: it is not just a question for economists. In this highly
accessible new work, Professor Shaviro takes an interdisciplinary approach to explore how great works of literature have provided some of
the most incisive accounts of inequality and its social and cultural ramifications over the last two centuries. Through perceptive close readings
of Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, and Edith Wharton, among others, he not only demonstrates how these accounts are still relevant today,
but how they can illuminate our understanding of our current situation and broaden our own perspective beyond the merely economic.
A growing inequality in income and wealth marks modern capitalism, and it negatively affects nearly every aspect of our lives, especially
those of the working class. It is and will continue to be the central issue of politics in almost every nation on earth. In this book, the author
explains inequality in clear, passionate, and intelligent prose: what it is, why it matters, how it affects us, what its underlying causes are, and
what we might do about it. This book was written to encourage informed radical action by working people, the unemployed, and the poor,
uniquely blending the author’s own experiences with his ability to make complex issues comprehensible to a mass audience. This book will
be excellent for courses in a variety of disciplines, and it will be useful to activists and the general reading public.
The book covers the research on economic inequality, including the social construction of racial categories, the uneven and stalled gender
revolution, and the role of new educational forms and institutions in generating both equality and inequality.
"Effectively details the long history of racial conflict and abuse that has led to Chicago becoming one of America's most segregated cities. . . .
A wealth of material."—New York Times Winner of the 2017 Jon Gjerde Prize, Midwestern History Association Winner of the 2017 Award of
Superior Achievement, Illinois State Historical Society Heralded as America’s quintessentially modern city, Chicago has attracted the gaze of
journalists, novelists, essayists, and scholars as much as any city in the nation. And, yet, few historians have attempted big-picture narratives
of the city’s transformation over the twentieth century. Chicago on the Make traces the evolution of the city’s politics, culture, and economy
as it grew from an unruly tangle of rail yards, slaughterhouses, factories, tenement houses, and fiercely defended ethnic neighborhoods into a
truly global urban center. Reinterpreting the familiar narrative that Chicago’s autocratic machine politics shaped its institutions and public life,
Andrew J. Diamond demonstrates how the grassroots politics of race crippled progressive forces and enabled an alliance of downtown
business interests to promote a neoliberal agenda that created stark inequalities. Chicago on the Make takes the story into the twenty-first
century, chronicling Chicago’s deeply entrenched social and urban problems as the city ascended to the national stage during the Obama
years.
Gender Inequality: A Reference Handbook discusses the role women have played throughout human history and play in the modern day,
including both advances that have been made in the fight for equality and problems remaining to be solved. Provides readers with a history of
the effects of patriarchy on women, one of the longest lasting and most consequential debates in human history Summarizes the status of
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gender inequality in the modern world, with regard to its presence and effects in a variety of aspects of human life Supplies abundant
resources for further research on the topic by readers of all ages Rounds out the author's expertise through perspective essays, giving
readers a diversity of viewpoints on the topic
A global panorama of the historical development and contemporary malaise of liberal democracy, from a renowned social theorist. Barely a
century has passed since liberal democracy became established in the majority of advanced capitalist economies. Elsewhere, it is of even
more recent vintage. Classical liberalism held universal suffrage a mortal threat to property. So why did it nevertheless come to pass, and
how stable today is the marriage between representative government and the continued rule of capital? People on all continents consider
inequality a "very big problem". The Davos Economic Forum and the OECD say they are worried. But capitalist democracies don't respond.
How has democracy been transformed from a popular demand for social justice to a professional power game? These questions are raised,
and answered, in Inequality and the Labyrinths of Democracy. Together with an essay on the current situation, it includes a compact global
history of 'The Right to Vote and the Four World Routes to/through Modernity' and two landmark essays from New Left Review, 'The Rule of
Capital and the Rise of Democracy' and 'The Travail of Latin American Democracy', collected here in book form for the first time.
Despite centuries of campaigning, women still earn less and have less power than men. Equality remains a goal not yet reached. In this
incisive account of why this is the case, Mary Evans argues that optimistic narratives of progress and emancipation have served to obscure
long-term structural inequalities between women and men, structural inequalities which are not only about gender but also about general
social inequality. In widening the lenses on the persistence of gender inequality, Evans shows how in contemporary debates about social
inequality gender is often ignored, implicitly side-lining critical aspects of relations between women and men. This engaging short book
attempts to join up some of the dots in the ways that we think about both social and gender inequality, and offers a new perspective on a
problem that still demands society’s full attention.
The main driver of inequality—returns on capital that exceed the rate of economic growth—is again threatening to generate extreme discontent
and undermine democratic values. Thomas Piketty’s findings in this ambitious, original, rigorous work will transform debate and set the
agenda for the next generation of thought about wealth and inequality.
This book provides selections from the seminal works of Karl Marx, Max Weber, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman that reveal
some of the reasons why class, race, and gender inequalities have proven very adaptive and can flourish even today in the 21st century.
“Meticulously researched and engagingly written . . . a comprehensive indictment of the court’s rulings in areas ranging from campaign
finance and voting rights to poverty law and criminal justice.” —Financial Times A revelatory examination of the conservative direction of the
Supreme Court over the last fifty years. In Supreme Inequality, bestselling author Adam Cohen surveys the most significant Supreme Court
rulings since the Nixon era and exposes how, contrary to what Americans like to believe, the Supreme Court does little to protect the rights of
the poor and disadvantaged; in fact, it has not been on their side for fifty years. Cohen proves beyond doubt that the modern Court has been
one of the leading forces behind the nation’s soaring level of economic inequality, and that an institution revered as a source of fairness has
been systematically making America less fair. A triumph of American legal, political, and social history, Supreme Inequality holds to account
the highest court in the land and shows how much damage it has done to America’s ideals of equality, democracy, and justice for all.
In an advanced industrial society like the contemporary U.S., where an array of legal, political, institutional, and economic processes work
against gender inequality, how does this inequality persist? Are there general social processes through which gender as a principle of social
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inequalitymanages to rewrite itself into new forms of social and economic organization?Framed by Gender claims there are, highlighting a
powerful contemporary persistence in people's everyday use of gender as a primary cultural tool for organizing social relations with others.
Cecilia Ridgeway asserts that widely shared cultural beliefs about gender act as a "common knowledge" framethat people use to make sense
of one another in order to coordinate their interaction. The use of gender as an initial framing device spreads gendered meanings, including
assumptions about inequality embedded in those meanings, beyond contexts associated with sex and reproduction to all spheres ofsocial life
that are carried out through social relationships. These common knowledge cultural beliefs about gender change more slowly than do
material arrangements between men and women, even though these beliefs do respond eventually. As a result of this cultural lag, at sites of
innovation wherepeople develop new forms of economic activity or new types of social organization, they confront their new, uncertain
circumstances with gender beliefs that are more traditional than those circumstances. They implicitly draw on the too convenient cultural
frame of gender to help organize their newways of doing things. As they do so, they reinscribe trailing cultural assumptions about gender
difference and gender inequality into the new activities, procedures, and forms of organization that they create, in effect, reinventing gender
inequality for a new era. Ridgeway argues that thispersistence dynamic does not make equality unattainable but does mean that progress is
likely to be uneven and depend on the continued, concerted efforts of people. Thus, a powerful and original take on the troubling endurance
of gender inequality, Framed by Gender makes clear that the path towardsequality will not be a long, steady march, but a constant and
uneven struggle.
The world has witnessed the creation of new democracies and the maturing of old ones. Yet, everywhere there is democracy, there is also
political inequality. Voices of everyday folk struggle to be heard; often, they keep silent. Governments respond mostly to the influential and
the already privileged. Our age of democracy, then, is the old age of inequality. This book builds on U.S. scholarship on the topic of political
inequality to understand its forms, causes and consequences around the world. Comprised of nine theoretical, methodological and empirical
chapters, this path-creating edited collection contains original works by both established and young, up-and-coming social scientists,
including those from Latin America, Eastern Europe, Greece and the U.S. Political Inequality in an Age of Democracy addresses the present
and future of the concept of political inequality from multi-disciplinary and cross-national perspectives.
"What makes this book stand out for me is that, as well as being theoretically informed and clearly written, its structure lends itself
unmistakeably to teaching... If our aim is to teach truly engaged students, it should be our job to provide truly engaging materials. This is what
you will find with this particular book. It will help to inform your disciplinary teaching of social inequality across the social sciences and it will
provide a solid basis for your seminar work with students." - Helen Jones, Higher Education Academy "Warwick-Booth has provided a highly
readable introductory text that will be accessible to everyone interested in this area of study, and I highly recommend it for those embarking
on studies of social inequality." - LSE Review of Books What is the state of social inequality today? How can you situate yourself in the
debates? This is an essential book that not only introduces you to the key areas, definitions and debates within the field, but also gives you
the opportunity to reflect upon the roots of inequality and to critically analyse power relations today. With international examples and a clear
interdisciplinary approach throughout, the book encourages you to look at social inequality as a complex social phenomenon that needs to be
understood in a global context. This book: Looks at social divisions across societies Explores global processes and changes that are affecting
inequalities Discusses social inequality in relation to class, gender and race Examines current social policy approaches to explore how these
relate to inequality Reflects upon the potential solutions to inequalities This engaging and accessible introduction to social inequality is an
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invaluable resource for students across the social sciences. Louise Warwick-Booth is Senior Lecturer in Health Policy at Leeds Metropolitan
University, UK.
Social Inequality – examining our present while understanding our past. Social Inequality and Social Statification in US Society, 1st edition
uses a historical and conceptual framework to explain social stratification and social inequality. The historical scope gives context to each
issue discussed and allows the reader to understand how each topic has evolved over the course of American history. The authors use
qualitative data to help explain socioeconomic issues and connect related topics. Each chapter examines major concepts, so readers can see
how an individual’s success in stratified settings often relies heavily on their access to valued resources–types of capital which involve
finances, schooling, social networking, and cultural competence. Analyzing the impact of capital types throughout the text helps map out the
prospects for individuals, families, and also classes to maintain or alter their position in social-stratification systems. Learning Goals Upon
completing this book, readers will be able to: Analyze the four major American classes, as well as how race and gender are linked to
inequalities in the United States Understand attempts to reduce social inequality Identify major historical events that have influenced current
trends Understand how qualitative sources help reveal the inner workings that accompany people’s struggles with the socioeconomic order
Recognize the impact of social-stratification systems on individuals and families

This book is a powerful portrayal of class inequalities in the United States. It contains insightful analysis of the processes
through which inequality is reproduced, and it frankly engages with methodological and analytic dilemmas usually
glossed over in academic texts.
Since the early 1980s, private equity investors have heralded and shepherded massive changes in American capitalism.
From outsourcing to excessive debt taking, private equity investment helped normalize once-taboo business strategies
while growing into an over $3 trillion industry in control of thousands of companies and millions of workers. Daniel Scott
Souleles opens a window into the rarefied world of private equity investing through ethnographic fieldwork on private
equity financiers. Songs of Profit, Songs of Loss documents how and why investors buy, manage, and sell the companies
that they do; presents the ins and outs of private equity deals, management, and valuation; and explains the historical
context that gave rise to private equity and other forms of investor-led capitalism. In addition to providing invaluable
ethnographic insight, Songs of Profit, Songs of Loss is also an anthropological study of inequality as Souleles connects
the core components of financial capitalism to economic disparities. Souleles uses local ideas of “value” and “time” to
frame the ways private equity investors comprehend their work and to show how they justify the prosperity and poverty
they create. Throughout, Souleles argues that understanding private equity investors as contrasted with others in society
writ large is essential to fully understanding private equity within the larger context of capitalism in the United States.
This classic text addresses one of the most important issues in modern social theory and policy: how social inequality is
reproduced from one generation to the next. With the original 1987 publication of Ain't No Makin' It, Jay MacLeod brought
us to the Clarendon Heights housing project where we met
the 'Brothers' and the 'Hallway Hangers'. Their story of
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poverty, race, and defeatism moved readers and challenged ethnic stereotypes. MacLeod's return eight years later, and
the resulting 1995 revision, revealed little improvement in the lives of these men as they struggled in the labor market and
crime-ridden underground economy. The third edition of this classic ethnography of social reproduction brings the story of
inequality and social mobility into today's dialogue. Now fully updated with thirteen new interviews from the original
Hallway Hangers and Brothers, as well as new theoretical analysis and comparison to the original conclusions, Ain't No
Makin' It remains an admired and invaluable text.
The deliberate devaluation of Blacks and their communities has had very real, far-reaching, and negative economic and
social effects. An enduring white supremacist myth claims brutal conditions in Black communities are mainly the result of
Black people’s collective choices and moral failings. “That’s just how they are” or “there’s really no excuse”: we’ve all
heard those not so subtle digs. But there is nothing wrong with Black people that ending racism can’t solve. We haven’t
known how much the country will gain by properly valuing homes and businesses, family structures, voters, and school
districts in Black neighborhoods. And we need to know. Noted educator, journalist, and scholar Andre Perry takes
readers on a tour of six Black-majority cities whose assets and strengths are undervalued. Perry begins in his hometown
of Wilkinsburg, a small city east of Pittsburgh that, unlike its much larger neighbor, is struggling and failing to attract new
jobs and industry. Bringing his own personal story of growing up in Black-majority Wilkinsburg, Perry also spotlights five
others where he has deep connections: Detroit, Birmingham, New Orleans, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C. He provides
an intimate look at the assets that should be of greater value to residents—and that can be if they demand it. Perry
provides a new means of determining the value of Black communities. Rejecting policies shaped by flawed perspectives
of the past and present, it gives fresh insights on the historical effects of racism and provides a new value paradigm to
limit them in the future. Know Your Price demonstrates the worth of Black people’s intrinsic personal strengths, real
property, and traditional institutions. These assets are a means of empowerment and, as Perry argues in this provocative
and very personal book, are what we need to know and understand to build Black prosperity.
Oriented toward the introductory student, The Inequality Reader is the essential textbook for today's undergraduate
courses. The editors, David B. Grusky and Szonja Szelenyi, have assembled the most important classic and
contemporary readings about how poverty and inequality are generated and how they might be reduced. With thirty new
readings, the second edition provides new materials on anti-poverty policies as well as new qualitative readings that
make the scholarship more alive, more accessible, and more relevant. Now more than ever, The Inequality Reader is the
one-stop compendium of all the must-read pieces, simply the best available introduction to the stratifi cation canon.
A diverse anthology of poetry, fiction and essays from the most exciting writers around the world in this “fresh,
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provocative, engrossing” literary journal (BBC.com). The literary anthology Freeman’s, created by writer, critic, and
former Granta editor John Freeman, has quickly gained an international following with wide acclaim. It has been called
“bold [and] searching” by the Minneapolis Star-Tribune and “impressively diverse” by O Magazine. This issue
introduces a list of more than twenty-five poets, essayists, novelists, and short story writers from around the world who
are shaping contemporary literature and will continue to impact it in years to come. Drawing on recommendations from
book editors, critics, translators, and authors from across the globe, Freeman’s: The Future of New Writing includes
pieces from writers aged twenty-five to seventy, from almost twenty countries and writing in almost as many languages.
This will be a new kind of list, and an aesthetic manifesto for our times. Against a climate of nationalism and siloed
thinking, this special issue celebrates a global view of where writing is going next. “The oldest is 70. The youngest, 26. In
between, the best list of this kind I have ever seen.”—Marlon James
This powerful and disturbing book clearly links persistent poverty among blacks in the United States to the unparalleled
degree of deliberate segregation they experience in American cities. American Apartheid shows how the black ghetto
was created by whites during the first half of the twentieth century in order to isolate growing urban black populations. It
goes on to show that, despite the Fair Housing Act of 1968, segregation is perpetuated today through an interlocking set
of individual actions, institutional practices, and governmental policies. In some urban areas the degree of black
segregation is so intense and occurs in so many dimensions simultaneously that it amounts to “hypersegregation.”
Douglas Massey and Nancy Denton demonstrate that this systematic segregation of African Americans leads inexorably
to the creation of underclass communities during periods of economic downturn. Under conditions of extreme
segregation, any increase in the overall rate of black poverty yields a marked increase in the geographic concentration of
indigence and the deterioration of social and economic conditions in black communities. As ghetto residents adapt to this
increasingly harsh environment under a climate of racial isolation, they evolve attitudes, behaviors, and practices that
further marginalize their neighborhoods and undermine their chances of success in mainstream American society. This
book is a sober challenge to those who argue that race is of declining significance in the United States today.
Inequality and poverty have returned with a vengeance in recent decades. To reduce them, we need fresh ideas that
move beyond taxes on the wealthy. Anthony B. Atkinson offers ambitious new policies in technology, employment, social
security, sharing of capital, and taxation, and he defends them against the common arguments and excuses for inaction.
This book redirects the focus of public debate to issues of gender and racial segregation and suggests that they should
be fundamental to thinking about the status of black Americans and the origins of the urban underclass. It is a starting
point for students and advanced scholars of inequality.
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Deep Inequality looks behind statistics to understand not only wealth inequality but also rising disparities in other
elements of life—from education to the media. The authors argue that inequality has become so pervasive that it is the
new normal. This book explains the changing landscape of inequality to help readers see society in a new way.
"This book is ... about the millions of people who hold down two or three jobs ... and struggle to find time to read to their
kids ... It's about the people who have made it out of poverty, but for how long? ... Through meticulous research,
Katharine and Victor tell the personal stories of nine families ... You'll find yourself rooting, as I did, for each and every
one of them. In sharing their lives and struggles, these families have done more to educate than any set of statistics or
government report ever could. Policymakers, journalists, think tanks, and people of good conscience everywhere must
take notice ... [The Missing Class] is a call to action to change America ... Like other books that transformed our nation,
[it] will inspire us to work for ... an America where the family you were born into or the color of your skin never controls
your destiny." Book jacket.
Oriented toward the introductory student, The Inequality Reader is the essential textbook for today's undergraduate
courses. The editors, David B. Grusky and Szonja Szelényi, have assembled the most important classic and
contemporary readings about how poverty and inequality are generated and how they might be reduced. With thirty new
readings, the second edition provides new materials on anti-poverty policies as well as new qualitative readings that
make the scholarship more alive, more accessible, and more relevant. Now more than ever, The Inequality Reader is the
one-stop compendium of all the must-read pieces, simply the best available introduction to the stratifi cation canon.
Dream Hoarders sparked a national conversation on the dangerous separation between the upper middle class and
everyone else. Now in paperback and newly updated for the age of Trump, Brookings Institution senior fellow Richard
Reeves is continuing to challenge the class system in America. In America, everyone knows that the top 1 percent are
the villains. The rest of us, the 99 percent—we are the good guys. Not so, argues Reeves. The real class divide is not
between the upper class and the upper middle class: it is between the upper middle class and everyone else. The
separation of the upper middle class from everyone else is both economic and social, and the practice of “opportunity
hoarding”—gaining exclusive access to scarce resources—is especially prevalent among parents who want to perpetuate
privilege to the benefit of their children. While many families believe this is just good parenting, it is actually hurting others
by reducing their chances of securing these opportunities. There is a glass floor created for each affluent child helped by
his or her wealthy, stable family. That glass floor is a glass ceiling for another child. Throughout Dream Hoarders, Reeves
explores the creation and perpetuation of opportunity hoarding, and what should be done to stop it, including
controversial solutions such as ending legacy admissions to school. He offers specific steps toward reducing inequality
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and asks the upper middle class to pay for it. Convinced of their merit, members of the upper middle class believes they
are entitled to those tax breaks and hoarded opportunities. After all, they aren’t the 1 percent. The national obsession
with the super rich allows the upper middle class to convince themselves that they are just like the rest of America. In
Dream Hoarders, Reeves argues that in many ways, they are worse, and that changes in policy and social conscience
are the only way to fix the broken system.
In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities in health than others. Those disparities are
caused not only by fundamental differences in health status across segments of the population, but also because of
inequities in factors that impact health status, so-called determinants of health. Only part of an individual's health status
depends on his or her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education,
inadequate housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying neighborhoods also contribute to
health inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape lives. When
these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by
social policies that can shape health in powerful ways. Communities in Action: Pathways to Health Equity seeks to
delineate the causes of and the solutions to health inequities in the United States. This report focuses on what
communities can do to promote health equity, what actions are needed by the many and varied stakeholders that are part
of communities or support them, as well as the root causes and structural barriers that need to be overcome.
Explores the social inequality of clinical drug testing and its effects on scientific results Imagine that you volunteer for the
clinical trial of an experimental drug. The only direct benefit of participating is that you will receive up to $5,175. You must
spend twenty nights literally locked in a research facility. You will be told what to eat, when to eat, and when to sleep.
You will share a bedroom with several strangers. Who are you, and why would you choose to take part in this kind of
study? This book explores the hidden world of pharmaceutical testing on healthy volunteers. Drawing on two years of
fieldwork in clinics across the country and 268 interviews with participants and staff, it illustrates how decisions to take
part in such studies are often influenced by poverty and lack of employment opportunities. It shows that healthy
participants are typically recruited from African American and Latino/a communities, and that they are often serial
participants, who obtain a significant portion of their income from these trials. This book reveals not only how social
inequality fundamentally shapes these drug trials, but it also depicts the important validity concerns inherent in this mode
of testing new pharmaceuticals. These highly controlled studies bear little resemblance to real-world conditions, and
everyone involved is incentivized to game the system, ultimately making new drugs appear safer than they really are.
Adverse Events provides an unprecedented view of the intersection of racial inequalities with pharmaceutical testing,
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signaling the dangers of this research enterprise to both social justice and public health.
Gender, Race, and Class in Media provides students a comprehensive and critical introduction to media studies by
encouraging them to analyze their own media experiences and interests. Editors Bill Yousman, Lori Bindig Yousman,
Gail Dines, and Jean McMahon Humez explore some of the most important forms of today’s popular culture—including
the Internet, social media, television, films, music, and advertising—in three distinct but related areas of investigation: the
political economy of production, textual analysis, and audience response. Multidisciplinary issues of power related to
gender, race, and class are integrated into a wide range of articles examining the economic and cultural implications of
mass media as institutions. Reflecting the rapid evolution of the field, the Sixth Edition includes 18 new readings that
enhance the richness, sophistication, and diversity that characterizes contemporary media scholarship.
The definitive critical introduction to American society.
For courses in Inequality, Social Stratification, and Social Problems. A thoughtful compilation of readings on inequality in
the United States. The main objective of this text is to introduce students to the subject of social stratification as it has
developed in sociology. The central focus is on domestic inequality in the United States with some attention to the
broader international context. The primary goal of the text is to offer an understanding of the history and context of
debates about inequality, and a secondary goal is to give some indication as to what issues are likely to arise in the
future.
Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can seriously decrease economic inequality? To judge by
thousands of years of history, the answer is yes. Tracing the global history of inequality from the Stone Age to today,
Walter Scheidel shows that it never dies peacefully. The Great Leveler is the first book to chart the crucial role of violent
shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep of human history around the world. The “Four Horsemen” of
leveling—mass-mobilization warfare, transformative revolutions, state collapse, and catastrophic plagues—have repeatedly
destroyed the fortunes of the rich. Today, the violence that reduced inequality in the past seems to have diminished, and
that is a good thing. But it casts serious doubt on the prospects for a more equal future. An essential contribution to the
debate about inequality, The Great Leveler provides important new insights about why inequality is so persistent—and
why it is unlikely to decline anytime soon.
This book studies the recent legacy of basti "evictions" in Delhi--mass clearings of some of the city's poorest
neighborhoods as a way to understand how the urban poor are disenfranchised in the name of "public interest" and, in
the case of Delhi, by the very courts meant to empower and protect them. Studying bastis, says Gautam Bhan, provokes
six clear lines of inquiry applicable to studies of urbanism across the global south. The first is the long-standing debate
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over urban informality and illegality: the debate's impact on conceptions and practices of urban planning, the production
of space, and the regulation of value. The second is a set of debates on "good governance," read through their
intersections with ideas of "planned development" within rapidly transforming cities. The third is the political field of urban
citizenship and the possibilities of substantive rights and belonging in the city. The fourth is resistance and the ability of a
city's subaltern residents to struggle against exclusion. The two remaining inquiries both cut across and unify the first
four. One of these is the role of the judiciary and the relationships between law and urbanism in cities of the global south.
The other is the relationship between democracy and inequality in the city. What emerges about Delhi in particular is a
multilayered double standard in attention to, and enforcement of, property laws. Rights are lost, citizenship is unequal
and differentiated, the promise of development is refused, and poverty and inequality are reproduced and deepened. The
task at hand, says Bhan, is not just to explain evictions but also to listen to what they are telling us about "the city that is
as well as the city that can be."
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD LONGLIST • “An
instant American classic and almost certainly the keynote nonfiction book of the American century thus far.”—Dwight
Garner, The New York Times The Pulitzer Prize–winning, bestselling author of The Warmth of Other Suns examines the
unspoken caste system that has shaped America and shows how our lives today are still defined by a hierarchy of
human divisions. NAMED THE #1 NONFICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR BY TIME, ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY People • The Washington Post • Publishers Weekly AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • NPR • Bloomberg • Christian Science Monitor • New
York Post • The New York Public Library • Fortune • Smithsonian Magazine • Marie Claire • Town & Country • Slate •
Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • LibraryReads • PopMatters Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize • National
Book Critics Circle Award Finalist • Dayton Literary Peace Prize Finalist • PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for
Nonfiction Finalist • PEN/Jean Stein Book Award Longlist “As we go about our daily lives, caste is the wordless usher in
a darkened theater, flashlight cast down in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats for a performance. The hierarchy
of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is about power—which groups have it and which do not.” In this brilliant book,
Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as she explores, through an
immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories about real people, how America today and throughout its history has
been shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is
a powerful caste system that influences people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste systems of
America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations,
Page 10/11

Where To Download The Inequality Reader Contemporary And Foundational Readings In Race Class And Gender
including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using riveting stories about people—including Martin Luther King, Jr.,
baseball’s Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler son, Wilkerson herself, and many others—she shows the ways
that the insidious undertow of caste is experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis studied the racial systems
in America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of caste requires that there be a bottom
rung for those in the middle to measure themselves against; she writes about the surprising health costs of caste, in
depression and life expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our culture and politics. Finally, she points forward to
ways America can move beyond the artificial and destructive separations of human divisions, toward hope in our
common humanity. Beautifully written, original, and revealing, Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents is an eye-opening
story of people and history, and a reexamination of what lies under the surface of ordinary lives and of American life
today.
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