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The Jefferson Bible
The life and times of a uniquely American testament In his retirement, Thomas Jefferson edited
the New Testament with a penknife and glue, removing all mention of miracles and other
supernatural events. Inspired by the ideals of the Enlightenment, Jefferson hoped to reconcile
Christian tradition with reason by presenting Jesus of Nazareth as a great moral teacher—not a
divine one. Peter Manseau tells the story of the Jefferson Bible, exploring how each new
generation has reimagined the book in its own image as readers grapple with both the legacy
of the man who made it and the place of religion in American life. Completed in 1820 and
rediscovered by chance in the late nineteenth century after being lost for decades, Jefferson's
cut-and-paste scripture has meant different things to different people. Some have held it up as
evidence that America is a Christian nation founded on the lessons of the Gospels. Others see
it as proof of the Founders' intent to root out the stubborn influence of faith. Manseau explains
Jefferson's personal religion and philosophy, shedding light on the influences and ideas that
inspired him to radically revise the Gospels. He situates the creation of the Jefferson Bible
within the broader search for the historical Jesus, and examines the book's role in American
religious disputes over the interpretation of scripture. Manseau describes the intrigue
surrounding the loss and rediscovery of the Jefferson Bible, and traces its remarkable
reception history from its first planned printing in 1904 for members of Congress to its
persistent power to provoke and enlighten us today.
The Upside-Down Magic kids are back in another topsy-turvy adventure in the next installment
of this New York Times bestselling series! It's Big Night in Dunwiddle . . . and that means the
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whole school has a sleepover like no other. For one night every year, magic students run
through the halls, hunting for the objects that will win them a super special prize. Nory is super
excited for the scavenger hunt. Not only because she likes winning, but also because if her
team wins, she thinks there's a chance her best friend Elliott won't move away to attend super
snobby Sage Academy. Sebastian is a little less excited once the hunt is on. Yes, he has
magical powers that help his team -- like being able to see invisible things or anything that
makes a sound. The problem is that the really loud sounds are hurting him . . . and nobody
seems to care. The kids in Upside-Down Magic know their five F's (Flares, Flyers, Fuzzies,
Flickers, and Fluxers) -- but to win this night, a sixth F is the most important . . . Friendship.
While many scholars around the world study and further pursue the discovery of so-called lost
gospels, New Testament professor Darrell L. Bock believes the real lost gospel is the one
already found in the Bible. "Recovering the Real Lost Gospel is written with the conviction that
the church has become cloudy on the purpose of the gospel," he explains. "It is in many ways
a biblical theology of the gospel." Bock traces key themes and texts from Scripture to answer
the central question: What does the Bible say about the gospel? His response throughout
clearly emphasizes that the gospel is good news and based on a restored relationship with
God. Readers are invited on this mission of rediscovery to reclaim a message that has much to
offer all people in a needy world.
A fascinating, intelligent, and sometimes funny tour of the human relics at the root of the
world’s major religions By examining relics—the bits and pieces of long-dead saints at the heart
of nearly all religious traditions—Peter Manseau delivers a book about life, and about faith and
how it is sustained. The result of wide travel and the author’s own deep curiosity, filled with
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true tales of the living and dubious legends of the dead, Rag and Bone tells of a California
seeker who ended up in a Jerusalem convent because of a nun’s disembodied hand; a French
forensics expert who travels on the metro with the rib of a saint; two young brothers who collect
tickets at a Syrian mosque, studying English beside a hair from the Prophet Muhammad’s
beard; and many other stories, myths, and peculiar histories. With these, and an array of other
digits, limbs, and bones, Manseau provides a respectful, witty, informed, inquisitive, thoughtful,
and fascinating look into the "primordial strangeness that is at the heart of belief," and the
place where the abstractions of faith meet the realities of physical objects, of rags and bones.
The Gospel According to Mamma is a collection of twenty-one extraordinary lessons the author
learned from her charming and captivating mamma. These “mamma teachings” are packed
with sassy inspiration, practical insights and real-life anecdotes. Leaving Georgia with her
mamma late one September night when her daddy was en route to end their lives marked the
beginning of a lifetime of instruction. How to maintain faith in God and yourself, love the hell
out of folks and be happy when there's no obvious reason to be are just a few of the messages
you'll find in this book. PRAISE FOR THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MAMMA “Annette’s
first book is a winner! She picked the perfect subject – her irrepressibly joyous mother, who
has given her daughter important and inspiring words of wisdom to cherish. If you yearn to help
your daughter navigate life experiences with assurance and spunk, give her The Gospel
According to Mamma.” —Mary Jo Beebe, coauthor of Jesus’ Healings and New Testament
Healings “If only there were more mothers like Annette Bridges’ mamma: always encouraging,
always believing the best of her children, a ‘steel magnolia’ whose motherly advice is based
on the Bible and common sense. Remembering events in her own past, Annette gives us 21
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valuable life lessons based on the wisdom of her indefatigable Southern mamma.”–Renee
Corley, former editor at UPI’s religionandspirituality.com “Once you get to the end of reading
about Mamma and her wonderful lessons, you will walk away a little wiser. Annette puts life in
perspective. She lives a fulfilling life, just as her Mamma taught her. Whether to find your faith,
believe in your self or master the ability to see the good in others, Mamma lessons help you
find the positive. There is much to learn from these strong and inspiring women.”
—SingleMom.com “A look into the heart and soul of Annette Bridges. It could be anyone’s
story, but it couldn’t be told any better.” —Bob Belcher, Managing Editor, Corsicana Daily Sun
“For anyone who has ever had a mother (and you know who you are), synthesizing that
experience can leave many of us speechless. It is ‘good news’ that Annette Bridges is at no
loss for words. She liberally shares her mom’s gospel in deep drafts of down-to-earth good
sense and faith, liberally laced with Southern humor.” —Susan J. Cobb, author of Virgin
Territory: How I Found My Inner Guadalupe “Irresistibly heartfelt. Perfect for all mothers and
daughters, past, present and future!” —Jennifer Bridges, author’s daughter and Ph.D. student
“I have been hearing stories about Nellie, Annette’s Mamma for the last 25 years. Annette
makes you feel like you are sitting down with her in her ranch house or on that beach she talks
about going to while she shares her Mamma with you from her perspective, with the insights
she has gained over her lifetime. I hope you enjoy getting to know Nellie and Annette, 2
Georgia peaches transplanted to Texas. I love the way Annette brings the Bible into her daily
life and shares it with us so that we can feel the love of God that is so present today in her life
and illustrates how the Bible can show us how to go in ours. Way to go Girlfriend… you finally
did it! You wrote a book and it’s a winner! I can’t wait to share this with my family and
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friends!” —Kathy Glover, friend to both Annette and her mamma
A literary history of our most influential book of all time, by an Oxford scholar and Anglican
priest In our culture, the Bible is monolithic: It is a collection of books that has been unchanged
and unchallenged since the earliest days of the Christian church. The idea of the Bible as "Holy
Scripture," a non-negotiable authority straight from God, has prevailed in Western society for
some time. And while it provides a firm foundation for centuries of Christian teaching, it denies
the depth, variety, and richness of this fascinating text. In A History of the Bible, John Barton
argues that the Bible is not a prescription to a complete, fixed religious system, but rather a
product of a long and intriguing process, which has inspired Judaism and Christianity, but still
does not describe the whole of either religion. Barton shows how the Bible is indeed an
important source of religious insight for Jews and Christians alike, yet argues that it must be
read in its historical context--from its beginnings in myth and folklore to its many interpretations
throughout the centuries. It is a book full of narratives, laws, proverbs, prophecies, poems, and
letters, each with their own character and origin stories. Barton explains how and by whom
these disparate pieces were written, how they were canonized (and which ones weren't), and
how they were assembled, disseminated, and interpreted around the world--and, importantly,
to what effect. Ultimately, A History of the Bible argues that a thorough understanding of the
history and context of its writing encourages religious communities to move away from the
Bible's literal wording--which is impossible to determine--and focus instead on the broader
meanings of scripture.
While scholars increasingly recognize the importance of religion throughout American history,
The Bible in American Law and Politics is the first reference book to focus on the key role that
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the Bible has played in American public life. In considering revolting from Great Britain,
Americans contemplated whether this was consistent with scripture. Americans subsequently
sought to apply Biblical passages to such issues as slavery, women's rights, national alcoholic
prohibition, issues of war and peace, and the like. American presidents continue to take their
oath on the Bible. Some of America's greatest speeches, for example, Lincoln's Second
Inaugural and William Jennings Bryan's Cross of Gold speech, have been grounded on Biblical
texts or analogies. Today, Americans continue to cite the Bible for positions as diverse as
LGBTQ rights, abortion, immigration, welfare, health care, and other contemporary issues. By
providing essays on key speeches, books, documents, legal decisions, and other writings
throughout American history that have sought to buttress arguments through citations to
Scriptures or to Biblical figures, John Vile provides an indispensable guide for scholars and
students in religion, American history, law, and political science to understand how Americans
throughout its history have interpreted and applied the Bible to legal and political issues.
A dazzling presentation of the life and teachings of Jesus by the eminent scholar and translator
Stephen Mitchell.
Cynicism began as a school of philosophy that was largely inspired by Socrates and often
decried by popular commentators as a social pathology, a nihilistic rebellion against the
foundations of civilization. Modern definitions of the cynic describe an individual who is
negative and sarcastic, violently opposed to established authority and social convention, and
dedicated to existentialism. This book attempts to vindicate cynicism, arguing that it is both a
progressive approach to social dilemmas and an enlightened understanding of the human
condition. Chapter One establishes the foundations of classical Greek cynicism, while later
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chapters illustrate the varied faces of the cynic phenomenon in the persons of such disparate
characters as Machiavelli, Nietzsche, Diogenes, the Dadaists, George Bataille, Samuel
Beckett, Auberon Waugh, the creators of South Park, and others. Nietzsche is portrayed as the
most important representative of both classical and postmodern cynicism, as well as the pivotal
link between the two. The book focuses on significant periods of historical change, such as the
Renaissance, and the historical cynics responsible for several seminal social ideas, including
cosmopolitanism (citizenship of the world), asceticism (personal growth through self-testing),
and parrhesia (finding one’s voice in the presence of tyrannical forces). The author claims that
aspects of Greek cynicism are present in contemporary society, offering a positive strategy for
living in a hostile world.
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth as it is formally titled, was a
book constructed by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by cutting and pasting
numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions of the doctrine of Jesus. Jefferson's
composition excluded sections of the New Testament containing supernatural aspects as well
as perceived misinterpretations he believed had been added by the Four Evangelists. In 1895,
the Smithsonian Institution under the leadership of librarian Cyrus Adler purchased the original
Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's great-granddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A
conservation effort commencing in 2009, in partnership with the museum's Political History
department, allowed for a public unveiling in an exhibit open from November 11, 2011, through
May 28, 2012, at the National Museum of American History.
This is the extended and annotated edition including * a detailed annotation about the history
of the Bible The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth as it is formally
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titled, was a book constructed by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by cutting and
pasting numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions of the doctrine of Jesus.
Jefferson's composition excluded sections of the New Testament containing supernatural
aspects as well as perceived misinterpretations he believed had been added by the Four
Evangelists, but others reject this claim, stating that his 1804 work was simply intended to
instruct Native Americans about Jesus' moral teaching while his second work was for his own
personal study. (from wikipedia)
Along the fertile banks of the Mississippi River across from New Orleans, planter Camille
Zeringue transformed a mediocre colonial plantation into a thriving gem of antebellum sugar
production, complete with a columned mansion known as Seven Oaks. Under the moss-strewn
oaks, the privileged master nurtured his own family, but enslaved many others. Excelling at
agriculture, business, an ambitious canal enterprise, and local politics, Zeringue ascended to
the very pinnacle of southern society. But his empire soon came crashing down. After the
ravages of the Civil War and a nasty battle with a railroad company the family eventually lost
the great estate. Seven Oaks ultimately ended up in the hands of distant railroad executives
whose only desire was to rid themselves of this heap of history. Lost Plantation: The Rise and
Fall of Seven Oaks tells both of Zeringue's climb to the top and of his legacy's eventual ruin.
Preservationists and community members abhorred the railroad's indifferent attitude, and the
question of the plantation mansion's fate fueled years of fiery, political battles. These hardfought confrontations ended in 1977 when the exasperated railroad executives sent bulldozers
through the decaying house. By analyzing one failed effort, Lost Plantation provides insight into
the complex workings of American historical preservation efforts as a whole, while illustrating
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how southerners deal with their multifaceted past. The rise and fall of Seven Oaks is much
more than just a local tragedy-it is a glaring example of how any community can be robbed of
its history. Now, as parishes around New Orleans recognize the great aesthetic and monetary
value of restoring plantation homes and attracting tourism, Jefferson Parish mourns a manor
lost. Marc R. Matrana, Westwego, Louisiana, is a local historian and preservationist. See the
author's site.
Lists candidates for the "best" and "worst" excerpts from a variety of scriptures, including the
Hebrew Bible, the Qur'an, the Bhagavadgîtâ, Buddhist sutras, and the Book of Mormon, and
invites readers' opinions on the selections.
A facsimile of "The life and morals of Jesus of Nazareth extracted textually from the Gospels in
Greek, Latin, French & English": p. 149-321.
In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading journalist and social critic Christopher
Hitchens offers a startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our Founding Father.
Situating Jefferson within the context of America's evolution and tracing his legacy over the
past two hundred years, Hitchens brings the character of Jefferson to life as a man of his time
and also as a symbolic figure beyond it. Conflicted by power, Jefferson wrote the Declaration
of Independence and acted as Minister to France yet yearned for a quieter career in the
Virginia legislature. Predicting that slavery would shape the future of America's development,
this professed proponent of emancipation elided the issue in the Declaration and continued to
own human property. An eloquent writer, he was an awkward public speaker; a reluctant
candidate, he left an indelible presidential legacy. Jefferson's statesmanship enabled him to
negotiate the Louisiana Purchase with France, doubling the size of the nation, and he
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authorized the Lewis and Clark expedition, opening up the American frontier for exploration
and settlement. Hitchens also analyzes Jefferson's handling of the Barbary War, a lesserknown chapter of his political career, when his attempt to end the kidnapping and bribery of
Americans by the Barbary states, and the subsequent war with Tripoli, led to the building of the
U.S. navy and the fortification of America's reputation regarding national defense. In the
background of this sophisticated analysis is a large historical drama: the fledgling nation's
struggle for independence, formed in the crucible of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment,
and, in its shadow, the deformation of that struggle in the excesses of the French Revolution.
This artful portrait of a formative figure and a turbulent era poses a challenge to anyone
interested in American history -- or in the ambiguities of human nature.
Jefferson regarded Jesus as a moral guide rather than a divinity. In his unique interpretation of
the Bible, he highlights Christ's ethical teachings, discarding the scriptures' supernatural
elements, to reflect the deist view of religion.

"This work explores the attitudes that have followed Joan of Arc for centurie. The book's
central premise explores the interconnected social and political threads that informed
the decision to canonize Joan of Arc in the nineteenth century. A unique focus on the
role of women's clothing and the feminine image prevails throughout the
book"--Provided by publisher.
In the early nineteenth century Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United States
and principal author of the Declaration of Independence, conceived the idea of
extracting a gospel purified of what he saw as extraneous philosophical, mythological,
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and theological elements. To do so, he took verses from the four canonical gospels and
arranged them into a single narrative, focusing on the actual words of Jesus. This work
was never published during Jefferson's lifetime, but was inherited by his grandson and
printed for the first time in the early twentieth century. The original bound manuscript,
often referred to as "the Jefferson Bible," is held by the United States National Museum
in Washington.
First translated into English by our country's third president, this is the Bible of Gnostic
Christianity, the original source for the legends of the Holy Grail, Freemasonry, even of
the Mormon Church. Its text contains the most attacked and suppressed alternative
gospel of the life of Jesus, and the book disputes accounts in the traditionally accepted
gospels regarding what Jesus' mission on Earth really was, what Jesus taught, and
how Jesus died.
"In 1804, toward the end of his first term as president, Thomas Jefferson began working
on a book that he knew he could never publish. It was an unconventional edit of the
Bible [actually the New Testament gospels], and he called it simply, The Philosophy of
Jesus of Nazareth. Jefferson believed that the words of Jesus were "the most
benevolent code of morals which has ever been offered to man", and he wanted to
study his teachings apart from the other parts of the Gospels. Although [he] abandoned
the project for over a decade, he finally returned to it in 1819. [He] eliminated anything
that he felt was unsupported by history or science, including the virgin birth, Jesus'
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miracles and the resurrection. He then rearranged the remaining passages
chronologically and in parallel translations in English, French, Greek and Latin,
combining parts of all four Gospels into a narrative that begins in Bethlehem with Jesus'
birth and ends with his burial. [The book] includes [the] original English text as well as a
new introduction that examines Jefferson's life and complicated religious beliefs.
..."--Back cover.
The book is Jefferson's notions as to the life and doctrines of Jesus, and it is significant
that he ends the Life with the laying of Jesus in the sepulchre. The resurrection formed
no part of Jefferson's belief. The doctrines selected by Jefferson as commending
themselves to him are the precepts which the Christians sedulously avoid quoting. As a
whole, he considered the doctrines of Jesus defective, and to have been made worse
by the Christians, and so made a wee little book of the doctrines he deemed the best.
We must reduce our volume to the simple evangelists, select, even from them, the very
words only of Jesus. There will be remaining the most sublime and benevolent code of
morals which has ever been offered to man.—Thomas Jefferson Featuring an
introduction by Forrest Church, this reissue of The Jefferson Bible offers extraordinary
insight into the logic of Thomas Jefferson and the Gospel of Jesus. Working in the
White House in 1804, Jefferson set out to edit the Gospels in order to uncover the
essence of true religion in the simple story of the life of Jesus. Jefferson was convinced
that the authentic message of Jesus could be found only by extracting from the Gospels
Page 12/20

Acces PDF The Jefferson Bible
Jesus's message of absolute love and service, rather than the miracle of the
Annunciation, Virgin Birth, or even the Resurrection. Completed in 1819, this little book
is the remarkable result of Jefferson's efforts.
A remarkable and accessible new translation of the Gospels, destined to become a
definitive edition of these canonical texts, from one of today’s most respected
translators of ancient literature For millennia, the first four books of the New Testament
have not only supported the central tenets of Christianity but have also proved to be
formative texts for the modern Western world. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John tell of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ—but they are perhaps best
understood as four separate versions of the same story, showing complex origins,
intricate interweavings, and often inherent contradictions. Faithfully pointing the reader
back to the original Greek, this masterful new translation from the renowned scholar
and acclaimed translator Sarah Ruden is the first to reconsider the Gospels as books to
be read and understood on their own terms. Mediating between the authors of the
Gospels and present-day readers with unprecedented precision and sensitivity, Ruden
gives us the most accessible version of the text available to date. Illuminating footnotes
and a discursive glossary explain new word choices and phrasings, and present the
Gospels as they originally were: grounded in contemporary languages, literatures, and
cultures, full of their own particular drama, humor, and reasoning, and free from later
superimposed ideologies. The result is a striking and persuasive reappraisal of the
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accounts of these four evangelists, and presents a new appreciation of the ancient
world as the foundation of our modern one. This robust and eminently readable
translation is a welcoming ground on which a variety of readers can meet, and a
resource for new debate, discussion, and inspiration for years to come.
Over two hundred years ago, Thomas Jefferson began to carve away at the King
James Bible with a razor—an action considered by some then and today to be
blasphemous—out of a desire to produce a linear narrative of the life of Jesus of
Nazareth free of claims of divinity or mentions of miraculous events. The work he
produced, The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth, has since come to be known as
The Jefferson Bible. The words and story of Jesus of Nazareth as compiled by Thomas
Jefferson are now available in modern English for the first time. Dan Marshall has pored
over the Open English Bible translation to bring you those verses selected by Jefferson
himself. The OEB translation was released in 2010 by the Open English Bible Project
(www.OpenEnglishBible.org). Written at a high school reading level, it was designed
with usability, readability, and accuracy in mind. Thanks to these modern efforts, you
can understand the Gospel passages culled by Thomas Jefferson in a way never
before possible. Learn the story of Jesus as viewed by one of America's most wellknown Founding Fathers. Immediately following The New Jefferson Bible, Dan Marshall
presents his vision of the teachings and life story of the person known as Jesus, written
in paragraphs instead of verses. The Marshall edit is half the length of Jefferson's book.
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In holding with the vision of rejecting the supernatural, the teachings of Jesus are
offered free of mentions of eternal life, threats of punishment, and references to a deity.
Do the moral lessons of Jesus stand when separated from the influence of religious
authority? Readers must decide for themselves. Get The New Jefferson Bible: The Life
and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth in Modern English today. It's the most famous story
you've yet to read.
The Bible has many modern versions, either carefully constructed into English from a word-byword or a thought-by-thought basis. The derivative works almost never get that level of
attention. Thomas Jefferson rearranged the sermons, parables and teachings of Jesus into a
chronological sequence - leaving out the miracles, angels, demons, and the resurrection. His
belief was that the moral message of Jesus was still a supremely powerful one - capable of
standing on its own. This volume is a modernized update that you can think of as the textbook
for "Essential Jesus 101". Many notes about Thomas Jefferson's original book and a
commentary on Deism are also included.
On September 24, 2009, Forrest Church succumbed to a three-year battle against esophageal
cancer. As his final gift, the beloved minister and acclaimed author wrote one last book, leaving
behind a clear statement of his universalist theology and liberal faith. The Cathedral of the
World draws from the entire span of Church's life's work, recasting public addresses and
adapted book chapters, articles, and several previously unpublished pieces into a single
argument. Giving new voice to the power of liberal religion, Church invites all seekers to enter
the Cathedral of the World, home to many windows but only one Light.
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"Thomas Jefferson stands falsely accused of several crimes, among them infidelity and
disbelief. Noted historian David Barton now sets the record straight. Having borne the brunt of
a smear campaign that started more than two centuries ago, the reputation and character of
American president Thomas Jefferson shows considerable tarnish, as lies and
misunderstandings have gathered on his legacy. Noted early-America historian David Barton
scours out the truth. Jefferson and Sally: Did he really have children by his slave, Sally
Hemings? Jefferson and Jesus: Did he really abandon the faith of his family? Jefferson and the
Bible: Did he really want to rewrite the Scripture? Jefferson and the church: Did he really
advocate separation? Jefferson and slaves: What is the truth about his slaveholding and his
statements that all are created equal? Jefferson and education: Did Jefferson really found the
first secular, irreligious university? All of these questions deserve the cleansing light of truth.
Barton has gone through the historical records, combed the original documents and letters,
and examined the recent evidence, and his findings will upset the establishment. Barton shows
the true man, the real Thomas Jefferson. Most readers will have the joy and surpriseof meeting
him for the very first time"-A blend of oral history and memoir with a good dose of quirky humor, Tar Heel Traveler: New
Journeys Across North Carolina is a celebratory look at the people and places of North
Carolina. WRAL-TV reporter Scott Mason—the Tar Heel Traveler—profiles colorful characters
and out-of-the-way places. The sequel consists of all new material and showcases twenty-five
of Mason’s most memorable television stories along with the amusing stories behind each.
This short but richly detailed memoir by Thomas Jefferson offers a rare autobiographical
glimpse into the fascinating mind of this Founding Father during the tumultuous events of his
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remarkable public career. In addition to being America's third President, Jefferson was Minister
to France during the early stages of the French Revolution, wartime Governor of Virginia,
Washington's Secretary of State and Vice President during the John Adams administration.
This new edition of the Autobiography includes an essay on Jefferson by historian Elbert
Hubbard.
Authoritative editions of great classics of world literature feature introductions by acclaimed
writers, meticulous translations of foreign literature, commentary by distinguished writers and
critics, biographical notes, and a comprehensive Reading Group Guide bound into each
volume.
This volume is the first full-length book that offers a critical investigation into the composition of
Jefferson’s Bible. In it, the author looks critically not only at what Jefferson includes, but also
at what he chose to exclude in an effort to uncover the principles that Jefferson employed in
selecting and deselecting verses. In addition to providing a full text of Jefferson’s Bible, this
study places these documents within a historical, philosophical and theological context that
illuminates their significance and relevance to our time.
An atheist’s analysis of the Founding Father’s document on deism and the philosophy of
Jesus. Unlike any other presidential commentaries in print, Akashic’s US Presidents series
pairs the writings of these American historical figures with contemporary commentators whose
critical viewpoints provide a counterbalance to the overly reverent and conservative analyses
that invariably accompany presidential writings. In this volume, Percival Everett, acclaimed
author of such novels as Telephone and Erasure and PEN/Faulkner Award finalist, takes an
atheist’s-eye-view of the little-known “Jefferson Bible,” the third president’s response to the
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King James Bible.
In this original and illuminating book, Denise A. Spellberg reveals a little-known but crucial
dimension of the story of American religious freedom—a drama in which Islam played a
surprising role. In 1765, eleven years before composing the Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Jefferson bought a Qur’an. This marked only the beginning of his lifelong interest in
Islam, and he would go on to acquire numerous books on Middle Eastern languages, history,
and travel, taking extensive notes on Islam as it relates to English common law. Jefferson
sought to understand Islam notwithstanding his personal disdain for the faith, a sentiment
prevalent among his Protestant contemporaries in England and America. But unlike most of
them, by 1776 Jefferson could imagine Muslims as future citizens of his new country. Based on
groundbreaking research, Spellberg compellingly recounts how a handful of the Founders,
Jefferson foremost among them, drew upon Enlightenment ideas about the toleration of
Muslims (then deemed the ultimate outsiders in Western society) to fashion out of what had
been a purely speculative debate a practical foundation for governance in America. In this way,
Muslims, who were not even known to exist in the colonies, became the imaginary outer limit
for an unprecedented, uniquely American religious pluralism that would also encompass the
actual despised minorities of Jews and Catholics. The rancorous public dispute concerning the
inclusion of Muslims, for which principle Jefferson’s political foes would vilify him to the end of
his life, thus became decisive in the Founders’ ultimate judgment not to establish a Protestant
nation, as they might well have done. As popular suspicions about Islam persist and the
numbers of American Muslim citizenry grow into the millions, Spellberg’s revelatory
understanding of this radical notion of the Founders is more urgent than ever. Thomas
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Jefferson’s Qur’an is a timely look at the ideals that existed at our country’s creation, and
their fundamental implications for our present and future.
2020 Reprint of 1926 Editions. Full facsimile of the original editions and not reproduced with
Optical Recognition software. This edition includes two titles published into one bound volume.
Rutherford Hayes Platt, in the preface to his 1963 reprint of this work, states: "First issued in
1926, this is the most popular collection of apocryphal and pseudepigraphal literature ever
published." The translations were first published, under this title, by an unknown editor in The
Lost Books of the Bible Cleveland 1926, but the translations had previously been published
many times. The book is, essentially, a combined reprint of earlier works. The first half, Lost
Books of the Bible, covers the New Testament. The second half of the book, The Forgotten
Books of Eden, includes a translation originally published in 1882 of the "First and Second
Books of Adam and Eve", translated first from ancient Ethiopic to German and then into
English by Solomon Caesar Malan, and a number of items of Old Testament pseudepigrapha,
such as reprinted in the second volume of R.H. Charles's Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of
the Old Testament (Oxford, 1913).
Contains the chronicles of Jesus from the New Testament, selected and arranged from the
original text by President Jefferson himself.
Do You Want to Be a Spiritual Leader? Start Here Have the day-to-day realities of being a dad
and husband left you frustrated or just plain worn out? You’re not alone. Jerrad Lopes felt that
way too…until he started blogging about his struggles and discovered thousands of other men
who want to be good husbands and fathers but don’t know where to start. You will learn that
spiritual leaders realize their story isn’t the story—it’s all about Jesus point their wives,
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children, community, and world toward God stumble their way through spiritual leadership
rather than doing nothing seek humility rather than striving for perfection refuse to let their sin
and shame stop them from leading their family look for adventure in the kingdom of God, not in
the world create gospel-centered memories with their wife and children When you begin to
understand the bigger picture of God’s purpose for you in your marriage and family, you’ll see
that the good news of Jesus makes it possible for you to love and lead without fear and
discouragement. Get equipped and encouraged as you become the man God is calling you to
be—even when you’re dad tired.
The Jefferson Bible - Life And Morals Of Jesus Of Nazareth (Annotated Edition)Jazzybee
Verlag
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