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The Knights Templar are one of the most secretive and
powerful religious orders in history: for over two centuries
they were the elite fighting force of the Crusades. Highly
trained, and adhering to a strict chivalric code, their
success on the battlefield brought them both wealth and
political influence. But it is the legends and secrecy
surrounding the order and its Grand Masters that
continue to fascinate historians and general readers
alike. Secrets of the Knights Templar examines each of
these mysteries in turn to reveal the truth about the
Knights' secret practices, rituals and codes, as well as
the continued influence of the Templars today. From the
true location of the Holy Grail to the Templars'
involvement in the Battle of Bannockburn, and from the
sudden downfall of the order to modern-day claims of
descent - S. J. Hodge uncovers the hidden links behind
the stories and separates historical fact from fiction.
This book is an essential exploration into the history of a
legendary group of Crusaders, which are prominently
featured in Dan Brown's recent best seller, The Da Vinci
Code. The Knights Templar rose from humble
beginnings to become the most powerful military
religious order of the Middle Ages. Formed to protect
pilgrims in the Holy Land, they participated in the
Crusades and rapidly gained wealth, lands, and
influence. Seemingly untouchable for nearly two
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fell from grace spectacularly after the loss
of the Holy Land. In the ensuing centuries the Templars
have exerted a unique influence over European history;
orthodox historians see them as nothing more than
soldier-monks whose arrogance was their ultimate
undoing, while others see them as occultists of the first
order. With clarity and ease, Martin navigates between
the orthodox and the speculative, the historical and the
myth, to bring alive the story of the Templars. Like those
other legends of the Middle Ages—the characters of the
Arthurian tales—The Knights Templar holds captive the
imagination of all those intrigued by conspiracy and how
history and myth intertwine to become the stuff of
legend.
A major new history of the Crusades with an
unprecedented wide scope, told in a tableau of portraits
of people on all sides of the wars, from the New York
Times bestselling author of The Templars. For more than
one thousand years, Christians and Muslims lived side
by side, sometimes at peace and sometimes at war.
When Christian armies seized Jerusalem in 1099, they
began the most notorious period of conflict between the
two religions. Depending on who you ask, the fall of the
holy city was either an inspiring legend or the greatest of
horrors. In Crusaders, Dan Jones interrogates the many
sides of the larger story, charting a deeply human and
avowedly pluralist path through the crusading era.
Expanding the usual timeframe, Jones looks to the roots
of Christian-Muslim relations in the eighth century and
tracks the influence of crusading to present day. He
widens the geographical focus to far-flung regions home
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to so-called
North Africa, southern France, and the Baltic states. By
telling intimate stories of individual journeys, Jones
illuminates these centuries of war not only from the
perspective of popes and kings, but from Arab-Sicilian
poets, Byzantine princesses, Sunni scholars, Shi'ite
viziers, Mamluk slave soldiers, Mongol chieftains, and
barefoot friars. Crusading remains a rallying call to this
day, but its role in the popular imagination ignores the
cooperation and complicated coexistence that were just
as much a feature of the period as warfare. The age-old
relationships between faith, conquest, wealth, power,
and trade meant that crusading was not only about
fighting for the glory of God, but also, among other
earthly reasons, about gold. In this richly dramatic
narrative that gives voice to sources usually pushed to
the margins, Dan Jones has written an authoritative
survey of the holy wars with global scope and human
focus.
Historians find the Middle Ages a period shrouded in
mystery. On the one hand, sources speak of greedy
kings and corrupt popes who flourished during a time of
widespread hunger, disease and servitude. On the other,
nobler thoughts began to flourish. Led by their blind faith
in the word of god, holy orders of knights attempted to
protect the weak. The most powerful was the Knights
Templar, loved by the people and whose code was the
epitome of honour. But the knights slowly succumbed to
dark forces – if contemporary rumours are to be
believed. The order made alliances with Muslim princes,
performed devilish rituals and were corrupted by their
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And then one fateful day the
knighthood’s most dangerous enemy decided to strike –
with fatal consequences. This is the story of the rise and
fall of the knights, their life on and off the battlefield, and
the hunt for their legendary treasure. World History
invites you on a fascinating journey to bygone eras,
allowing you to explore the greatest events in history.
Take a trip back in time - to the frontlines of World War II,
to the Viking raids, and the religious rituals of Ancient
Egypt. World History is for everyone who would like to
know more about the exciting and dramatic events of the
past.
The Knights Templar was a military order founded during
the time of the crusades to protect pilgrims traveling to
the Holy Land. Legend endows the Templars with
magical powers with which they are said to have altered
the course of history. "The Temple and the Crown" picks
up in 1306 with the crowning of Robert Bruce in
Scotland. Bruce immediately faces a challenge to his
throne, and Pope Clement and King Philip of France,
jealous of the Knights' magical powers, wealth, and
charm, have them arrested on trumped-up charges of
black magic, blasphemy, and consorting with the Devil.
The Templars' only hope is to flee as fugitives and seek
a new home...and a safe haven for the mystical
treasures they guard.
Places and books like Rosslyn Chapel and The Da Vinci
code have focused attention on Scotland's Knights
Templar. Who they were and what they did has been
touched upon, but never properly explored until now.
They were close advisors to Scotland's early kings; they
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harsh and unforgiving time; and they were secretive and
arrogant. But did they really flee from France to Scotland
just prior to their arrest in 1307? Did they fight with
Robert the Bruce at Bannockburn? In The Knights
Templar and Scotland Robert Ferguson intertwines
Templar and Scottish history, from the foundation of the
order in the early twelfth century right up to the present
day. Including a comparison of the arrest of the Templars
in France with the Templar Inquisition at Holyrood, and
an examination of the part they played at Bannockburn,
this is an essential book for anyone with an interest in
history of the Knights Templar.
“Dan Jones is an entertainer, but also a bona fide
historian. Seldom does one find serious scholarship so
easy to read.” – The Times, Book of the Year A New
York Times bestseller, this major new history of the
knights Templar is “a fresh, muscular and compelling
history of the ultimate military-religious crusading order,
combining sensible scholarship with narrative swagger" –
Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of Jerusalem A faltering
war in the middle east. A band of elite warriors
determined to fight to the death to protect Christianity’s
holiest sites. A global financial network unaccountable to
any government. A sinister plot founded on a web of lies.
Jerusalem 1119. A small group of knights seeking a
purpose in the violent aftermath of the First Crusade
decides to set up a new order. These are the first
Knights Templar, a band of elite warriors prepared to
give their lives to protect Christian pilgrims to the Holy
Land. Over the next two hundred years, the Templars
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would become
the most powerful religious order of the
medieval world. Their legend has inspired fervent
speculation ever since. In this groundbreaking narrative
history, Dan Jones tells the true story of the Templars for
the first time in a generation, drawing on extensive
original sources to build a gripping account of these
Christian holy warriors whose heroism and alleged
depravity have been shrouded in myth. The Templars
were protected by the pope and sworn to strict vows of
celibacy. They fought the forces of Islam in hand-to-hand
combat on the sun-baked hills where Jesus lived and
died, finding their nemesis in Saladin, who vowed to
drive all Christians from the lands of Islam. Experts at
channeling money across borders, they established the
medieval world’s largest and most innovative banking
network and waged private wars against anyone who
threatened their interests. Then, as they faced setbacks
at the hands of the ruthless Mamluk sultan Baybars and
were forced to retreat to their stronghold in Cyprus, a
vindictive and cash-strapped King of France set his
sights on their fortune. His administrators quietly
mounted a damning case against the Templars, built on
deliberate lies and false testimony. On Friday October
13, 1307, hundreds of brothers were arrested,
imprisoned and tortured, and the order was disbanded
amid lurid accusations of sexual misconduct and heresy.
They were tried by the Pope in secret proceedings and
their last master was brutally tortured and burned at the
stake. But were they heretics or victims of a ruthlessly
repressive state? Dan Jones goes back to the sources
tobring their dramatic tale, so relevant to our own times,
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that is at once authoritative and
compulsively readable.
The order of the Knights Templar, which existed for
about two centuries in the Middle Ages, was created
after the First Crusade of 1096 to ensure the safety of
European pilgrims to Jerusalem after its conquest.
Officially endorsed by the Catholic church in 1129, the
order became a favoured charity across Europe, and
grew rapidly in membership and power. Templar knights,
easily recognisable in their white mantle with a distinct
red cross, were some of the best equipped, trained, and
disciplined fighting units of the Crusades.When the Holy
Land was lost and the Templars suffered crushing
defeats, support for the Order faded. Rumours about the
Templars' secret initiation ceremony created mistrust,
and King Philip IV of France, on 13 October 1307 had
many of the order’s members in France arrested,
tortured into ‘confession’ and burned at the stake. In
1312, Pope Clement, under continuing pressure from
Philip, forcibly disbanded the order. The sudden
disappearance of a major part of the European
infrastructure gave rise to speculation and legends,
which have kept the name ‘Templar’ alive. This book
brings the story into logical focus.
Detailing the entire history of the famous order of the
Knights Templar this account goes right from the
formation during the first crusades all the way to the
apparent dissolution centuries later. Although many
believe the order to still exist the history gives a different
account although fraternities such as the Freemasons
keep the name and traditions alive.
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The Templar
papers, author and historian Oddvar Olsen
has assembled a veritable Who's Who of experts to
unravel the mystery.
Much has been written about the Knights Templar in
recent years. A leading specialist in the history of this
legendary medieval order now writes a full account of the
Knights of the Order of the Temple of Solomon, to give
them their full title, bringing the latest findings to a
general audience. Putting many of the myths finally to
rest, Nicholson recounts a new history of these storm
troopers of the papacy, founded during the crusades but
who got so rich and influential that they challenged the
power of kings.
A captivating look into the society of the Knights Templar
Brought to you by the author of Freemasons For
Dummies, The Templar Code is more than an intriguing
cipher or a mysterious symbol – it is the Code by which
the Knights Templar lived and died, the Code that bound
them together in secrecy, and the Code that inspired
them to nearly superhuman feats of courage and
endurance. The Templar Code for Dummies reveals the
meaning behind the cryptic codes and secret rituals of
the medieval brotherhood of warrior monks known as the
Knights Templar. This intriguing guide will cover such
topics as who the Knights Templar were, how they rose
so high and fell so far, and most importantly why there is
so much interest in them today. The Templar Code For
Dummies will explore myths and theories of Christian
history that appear in the Da Vinci Code such as the
quest for the Holy Grail, the Catholic Church's
relationship with women that are hotly debated now with
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special emphasis
on the Templar connection. It also
explores the surprising part the Templars have played in
some of the most important historic events of these past
seven centuries, including the French Revolution, the
birth of groups such as the Freemasons, and even the
American Civil War.
Both monastic rule and military manual, the Rule is a
unique document and an important historical source.
This no-holds-barred volume confirms the feelings of
those who have always known something about the
church just isn't right. Centuries of corruption continue
even with the current pope, under whom many wealthy
cardinals are enjoying incomprehensible luxury. Take top
cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, for example, who recently
spent €200.000 from a children's charity fund on the
renovation of his luxurious penthouse apartment. Of
course Bertone denies everything, but it's curious to see
how often the Vatican's number two has been linked to
financial fraud by the Italian Justice Department.
According to Italian journalists Emiliano Fittipaldi and
Gianluigi Nuzzi, millions of euros meant for charity are
supposed to have been "stuck" within the administration
and bureaucracy of the Roman Curia. Their sources are
leaked Vatican documents, and the two people who have
supposedly leaked these documents have since been
arrested. These are a Spanish Opus Dei priest and a
curious Italian woman, thought to be a mistress of one of
the cardinals. I'm sure the pope means well, but he
obviously isn't in control of the Curia of Cardinals.

The Knights Templar In Britain examines exactly
who became knights, what rituals sustained them,
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where the power bases were, and how their
tentacles spread through the political and economic
worlds of Britain before their defeat at the hands of
the Inquisition some two hundred years later.
Founded in the early twelfth century, the mysterious
Knights Templar rose to be the most powerful
military order of the Middle Ages. While their
campaign in the Middle East and travels are wellknown, their huge influence across the British isles
remains virtually uncharted. For readers interested in
Medieval History.
The definitive account of history's most infamous
trial, following the doomed Order of the Knights
Templar from scandal to suppression. The trial of the
Knights Templar is one of the most infamous in
history. Accused of heresy by the king of France, the
Templars were arrested and imprisoned, had their
goods seized and their monasteries ransacked.
Under brutal interrogation and torture, many made
shocking confessions: denial of Christ, desecration
of the Cross, sex acts, and more. This narrative
follows the everyday reality of the trial, from the early
days of scandal and scheming in 1305, via torture,
imprisonment and the dissolution of the order, to
1314, when leaders Jacques de Molay and Geoffroy
de Charnay were burned at the stake. Through firsthand testimony and written records of the
interrogations of 231 French Templars, this book
illuminates the stories of hundreds of ordinary
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members, some of whom testified at the trial, as well
as the many others who denied the charges or
retracted their confessions. This is a deeply
researched and immersive account that gives a
striking vision of the relentless persecution, and the
oft-underestimated resistance, of the once-mighty
Knights Templar.
Barber's classic account endeavours to tackle the
unresolved controversies surrounding the
consequences of the trial.
A richly detailed, sometimes challenging work,
Charles Addison's The History of the Knights
Templar traces the rise and fall of this legendary
religious-military organization. Addison was an
official member of the Templar Inner Table when he
composed his definitive study. This newly edited
2018 edition from The Templar Press updates some
of Addison's more archaic wording into modern
English.
The Order of the Knights Templar, founded in the
aftermath of the First Crusade, was one of the most
powerful organizations in history. Only after
European rulers lost much of their resolve to keep
Palestine under Christian control the Order suffered
a dramatic downfall initiated by King Philip IV of
France. In every region of the world where the
piebald flag of the Knights Templar was once
proudly flown above castles and houses there are
myths and curious accounts of those ancient times.
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England, Scotland, Ireland, France, Spain, Portugal,
Israel, Egypt, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, Poland,
Czech Republic—all these lands have their own
stories to tell. The new book by A. A. Grishin
combines the most fascinating stories ranging from
mainstream historic narratives to local folklore,
highlighting the Templars' valor and influence, as
well as popular beliefs in their mystic knowledge,
cruelty and macabre transgressions. Many of these
legends have never been published in English.
THE MOST CLOSELY GUARDED SECRET OF
THE WESTERN WORLD IS ABOUT TO BE
REVEALED -- AND YOU WILL NEVER SEE
CHRISTIANITY IN THE SAME LIGHT AGAIN. In a
remarkable achievement of historical detective work
that is destined to become a classic, authors Lynn
Picknett and Clive Prince delve into the mysterious
world of the Freemasons, the Cathars, the Knights
Templar, and the occult to discover the truth behind
an underground religion with roots in the first century
that survives even today. Chronicling their
fascinating quest for truth through time and space,
the authors reveal an astonishing new view of the
real motives and character of the founder of
Christianity, as well as the actual historical -- and
revelatory -- roles of John the Baptist and Mary
Magdalene. Painstakingly researched and
thoroughly documented, The Templar Revelation
presents a secret history, preserved through the
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centuries but encoded in works of art and even in the
great Gothic cathedrals of Europe, whose final
chapter could shatter the foundation of the Christian
Church.
'Their existence was a meteor, which illuminated the
age in which they flourished', Reverend G. Oliver,
TEMPLE BRUER AND ITS KNIGHTS TEMPLAR,
1841The Knights Templar was a military and
religious order that dominated medieval Europe for
nearly two hundred years until it was suppressed in
the early 1300s. The warrior monks then
disappeared from history into myth, their true nature
forgotten and woven into fantasy. But the traces they
left behind on the land can still be seen, and, with a
combination of stunning photography, historical
imagery and detailed descriptions, this book
provides not only a history of the Templars but also
the first comprehensive survey of all the Templar
sites in Britain. The author has researched and
visited every site; he explains what there is to be
seen, and the history and mythology behind it - as
well as directions on how to get there.
Gives a vivid description about how the Templars were
formed as a strict religious-military order, how they got
the political and financial power beyond the military
power, and their passed down legends.
As the oldest of the military religious orders and the one
with an unexpected and dramatic downfall, the
knighthood of the Templars continues to fascinate
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students as well as the public at large. A
collection of fifteen chapters accompanied by a historical
introduction, The Templars: The Rise, Fall, and Legacy
of a Military Religious Order recounts and analyzes this
community’s rise and establishment in both the crusader
states of the eastern Mediterranean and the countries of
western Europe during the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries, reflects on the proceedings launched against it
and its subsequent fall (1307–1314), and explores its
medieval and post-medieval legacy, including an
assessment of current research pertaining to the
Templars and suggestions for future explorations.
Showcasing a wide range of methodological approaches
and primary source materials, this volume unites
historical, art-historical, theological, archaeological, and
historiographical perspectives, and it features the work
and voices of scholars from various academic
generations who reside in eight different countries
(Israel, France, Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Poland, and the United States of America).
You are one of the thirty Knights Templar who awoke on
Friday, 13 October 1307, only to find themselves wanted
criminals and branded heretics by the King of France.
Abandoned by the Vatican and sent away early in the
morning, you must leave Paris on a day of reckoning and
try to find your way across a dark, mythic Europe to a
mystical utopia where you can rebuild! Heirs to Heresy
starts as a historical-fantasy roleplaying game, but is
heavily influenced by Gnosticism, European Folklore,
esotericism, and the myths and legends that surround
the Templars. The game will ask you to craft the secrets
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treasure, the enemies, and mysteries
they will face, as your Knights undertake a mystical
journey to the center of themselves along the road to
Avallonis. The mechanics are a blend of narrative,
storytelling rules, and classic adventure-gaming inspired
roleplaying rules that work to create rich aspect-driven
characters. As Templar Knights, your skill at arms is
unquestionable, but it is the potential access to gnostic
spells, unique powers, or intensely powerful faith sets
you apart from your compatriots. Can you tap into your
potential, guarding the mysterious Templar treasure on
this last quest you will take for the order and find the
answer to the burning question: are the Templars Heirs
to Heresy?
The Knights Templar, a mysterious fraternity of warrior
monks, pledged their swords to defend pilgrims to the
Holy Land from the bandits and marauders of the roads.
Patronised by the artistocracy, the Templars soon
evolved into a formidable army and were the vanguard of
the ongoing Crusades. They were widely acclaimed for
their boldness and tenacity, showered with gifts by
Catholic nobles and granted special privileges by
admiring Popes. Even after the failure of the Crusades,
the Templars remained one of teh dominant forces in
Christendom with political power to rival kings...until with
shocking speed they were brought down by accusations
of blasphemous crimes. With confessions tortured out of
them by the Inquisition, many knights were burnt as
heretics, and the Order was disbanded by the Pope.
What really happened behind the closed doors of the
Templars' preceptories? Was there truth in the rumours
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conducted in the dead of the night? Did
heretical depravity and Devid-worship truly exist within
the illustrious brotherhood? Why is their name
associated today with the Freemasons? In this lively and
authoritative account, historian Gordon Napier unravels
the many mysteries that surround the Knights Templar
and their sudden fall from grace.
Born in the dark days of the great crusades, the warrior
monks of the Knights Templar vowed to defend pilgrims
traveling to the Holy Land. Yet strangely, there are few
historical records of the Templars ever fulfilling this task.
Instead, their history is one of bloodshed and conquest,
wealth and power, dark secrets and conspiracies. Today,
the story of the Knights Templar is intimately linked with
the story of the Holy Grail. But what exactly is this
ancient artifact, and how has it been used to manipulate
history for the last one thousand years? This book,
based on the notes of the recently deceased historian,
Dr. Emile Fouchet, attempts to unlock the secrets of the
Knights Templar. It begins with an examination of their
historical origins, their growth in the early middle-ages,
and their supposed destruction under the charges of
heresy. From there, it uses the clues left by the Templars
themselves to reconstruct their secret journeys as they
moved the Holy Grail from Europe to the New World and
back. It also charts the secret, three-way war that is still
being fought between the Templars, the Freemasons,
and the Catholic Church. Finally, the book reveals the
greatest of all Templar conspiracies, the attempt to found
a new world order under the auspices of the European
Union.
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The trial of
Templars in the British Isles (1308-1311)
is a largely unexplored area of history. Unlike the trial in
France, where the Templars were tortured into
confessing to unspeakable activities, in the British Isles
there were no burnings and only three confessions after
torture. Several Templars went missing, most of whom
later reappeared. Outsiders told stories of abominable
Templar rituals, secret meetings and murders at the
dead of night, but all these tales turned out to be rumour.
This book is based on extensive research into the
records of the trial of trial of the Templars and other
unpublished medieval documents recording their arrest,
imprisonment and trial, and the surveys of their property.
It traces the course of this, the first heresy of trial in the
British Isles, from the arrests in January 1308 to the
dissolution of the Order, and shows how, by judicious
selection of material, the inquisitors made the scanty
evidence against the Templars appear convincing. The
book includes a list of all the Templars in the British Isles
at the time of the arrests, and a gazetteer of the
Templars' major properties in the British Isles.
This groundbreaking study examines the far-reaching
history of the Assassins of the Middle East, the Knights
Templar of Europe, and the Secret Tribunals of
Westphalia.
Besides offering a necessary crash course on the history
of the Knights Templar, this book highlights one of the
most important documents from the Order's final years:
the Chinon Parchment. Originally created in 1308, this
official legal record has been recently recovered after
missing for centuries. It is finally made widely available
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Latin with a new English translation. In
the early 14th century, after a long series of defeats in
the Levant, the Order was charged with heresy by King
Philip IV of France. The Chinon Parchment details a
crucial step in subsequent papal investigations into the
Knights Templar activities and contains curious and
disturbing depositions of the Order's high-ranking
officers, including its Grand Master, Jacques de Molay.
The chief Templars were interrogated by specially
appointed cardinals at the Castle of Chinon, in a setting
where they were seemingly free to speak the truth
without any intimidation or fear of torture. What was the
outcome of these proceedings? Were the Knights
Templar guilty of the charges raised against them? Did
this most famous military order of the Middle Ages go
through a process of degradation, eventually turning to
blasphemy, misconduct and apostasy? Were the Knights
Templar condemned by the Pope or were they
pardoned? This book seeks to provide plausible answers
to these questions.
The Knights Templar: The Priceless Treasure
Discovered Who were the Knights Templar? Did they
really exist? Did they discover treasure so valuable that
King Philip IV of France was willing to kill them to obtain?
If so, what happened to the treasure? Or, did they
discover priceless treasure concerning Christianity,
which caused Pope Clement V to enlist the help of King
Philip to suppress the Templars before they revealed
what they had discovered and destroyed the foundation
of the Papacy and its claims of universal supremacy?
What was this ?Priceless-Treasure? that was discovered
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Templar, which was such a severe threat
to the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope that they
would be willing to kill the Templars over? Moreover, that
men like Jacques de Molay would rather be burned at
the stake than renounce? Through the research of
Professor Kenneth Onapolis, the answers to all of these
questions and more are finally revealed.
The age of the Crusades encompassed the rise and fall
of a singular Order of fighting men, equally devoted to
God, war and the defense of Palestine. After the
Crusades the Templars obeyed no one except the Pope
and acquired land and castles by gift, conquest and
purchase, becoming a church within the Church. They
were bankers, merchants, diplomats and tax gatherers,
and though they themselves were poor, the wealth of
their Order was legendary. As the nation states arose the
Templars were accused of heresy, treachery, sodomy,
usury, blasphemy and idolatry. The author assesses the
faults and fine qualities of the brotherhood, examining
the reasons for its initial allure and eventual, ignominious
obliteration.
Much has been written about the Knights Templar; their
code of conduct, their way of life, the battles and political
machinations that took place, the trials which ended their
order, and the 9 men who founded their order, and the
one who commanded them at the end, Jacque de Molay.
While some work has been done to identify the men and
women who served as Templars in individual kingdoms
and countries, this is the first comprehensive work to
merge all of them together and to review the
commanderies where they served. Volume 2 of this
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series identifies
the commanders, seneschals,
treasurers, drapers, turcopoliers, and more in Spain,
Portugal, Switzerland, Italy, Rhodes, Malta, Cyprus,
Jerusalem, Outremer, Turkey, Greece, Armenia, Syria,
Egypt, Germany, Poland and the Netherlands and the
commanderies and fortresses that they built. Tour the
castles and fortresses that they commanded and learn
how each area played a part in the Crusades.
Early medieval Ireland is remembered as the "Land of
Saints and Scholars," due to the distinctive devotion to
Christian faith and learning that permeated its culture. As
early as the seventh century, however, questions were
raised about Irish orthodoxy, primarily concerning Easter
observances. Yet heresy trials did not occur in Ireland
until significantly later, long after allegations of Irish
apostasy from Christianity had sanctioned the English
invasion of Ireland. In The Templars, the Witch, and the
Wild Irish, Maeve Brigid Callan analyzes Ireland’s
medieval heresy trials, which all occurred in the volatile
fourteenth century. These include the celebrated case of
Alice Kyteler and her associates, prosecuted by Richard
de Ledrede, bishop of Ossory, in 1324. This trial marks
the dawn of the "devil-worshipping witch" in European
prosecutions, with Ireland an unexpected birthplace.
Callan divides Ireland’s heresy trials into three
categories. In the first stand those of the Templars and
Philip de Braybrook, whose trial derived from the
Templars’, brought by their inquisitor against an old
rival. Ledrede’s prosecutions, against Kyteler and other
prominent Anglo-Irish colonists, constitute the second
category. The trials of native Irishmen who fell victim to
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the sort ofOf
propaganda
that justified the twelfth-century
invasion and subsequent colonization of Ireland make up
the third. Callan contends that Ireland’s trials resulted
more from feuds than doctrinal deviance and reveal the
range of relations between the English, the Irish, and the
Anglo-Irish, and the church’s role in these relations;
tensions within ecclesiastical hierarchy and between
secular and spiritual authority; Ireland’s position within
its broader European context; and political, cultural,
ethnic, and gender concerns in the colony.
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The beginnings of the Templar Order are shrouded in
mystery. Very little is known about its foundation, inner
workings or its rapid growth. From varying points of view,
the contributors tackle key questions relating to the
forming of the Order and its aims and intentions.
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