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Thomas Hobbes is widely acknowledged as the most
important political philosopher to have written in English.
Originally published in 2007, Taming the Leviathan is a wideranging study of the English reception of Hobbes's ideas. In
the first book-length treatment of the topic for over forty years,
Jon Parkin follows the fate of Hobbes's texts (particularly
Leviathan) and the development of his controversial
reputation during the seventeenth century, revealing the
stakes in the critical discussion of the philosopher and his
ideas. Revising the traditional view that Hobbes was simply
rejected by his contemporaries, Parkin demonstrates that
Hobbes's work was too useful for them to ignore, but too
radical to leave unchallenged. His texts therefore had to be
controlled, their lessons absorbed and their author
discredited. In other words the Leviathan had to be tamed.
Taming the Leviathan significantly revised our understanding
of the role of Hobbes and Hobbism in seventeenth-century
England.
Thomas Hobbes laid the theoretical groundwork of the nationstate in Leviathan, his tough-minded 1651 treatise. Charles
Maier's Leviathan 2.0 updates this classic to explain how
modern statehood took shape between the mid-nineteenth
and mid-twentieth centuries, before it unraveled into the
political uncertainty that persists today.
Writing in 1938, under the guise of studying the significance
of the symbol of the leviathan in Thomas Hobbes's theory of
the state, Carl Schmitt, the Hobbes of the 20th century,
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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as
we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this
work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality
reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
The founding father of modern political philosophy, Thomas
Hobbes, living in an era of horrific violence, saw human life as
meaningless and cruel; here, he argues the only way to
escape this brutality is for all to accept a 'social contract' that
acknowledges the greater authority of a Sovereign leader.
Leviathan or The Matter, Forme and Power of a Common
Wealth Ecclesiasticall and Civil-commonly referred to as
Leviathan-is a book written by Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)
and published in 1651 (revised Latin edition 1668). Its name
derives from the biblical Leviathan. The work concerns the
structure of society and legitimate government, and is
regarded as one of the earliest and most influential examples
of social contract theory.[5] Leviathan ranks as a classic
western work on statecraft comparable to Machiavelli's The
Prince. Written during the English Civil War (1642-1651),
Leviathan argues for a social contract and rule by an absolute
sovereign. Hobbes wrote that civil war and the brute situation
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("the war
of all against
all") could only be
avoided by strong, undivided government. Thomas Hobbes (5
April 1588 - 4 December 1679), in some older texts Thomas
Hobbes of Malmesbury, was an English philosopher, best
known today for his work on political philosophy. His 1651
book Leviathan established social contract theory, the
foundation of most later Western political philosophy. Though
on rational grounds a champion of absolutism for the
sovereign, Hobbes also developed some of the fundamentals
of European liberal thought: the right of the individual; the
natural equality of all men; the artificial character of the
political order (which led to the later distinction between civil
society and the state); the view that all legitimate political
power must be "representative" and based on the consent of
the people; and a liberal interpretation of law which leaves
people free to do whatever the law does not explicitly forbid.
He was one of the founders of modern political philosophy
and political science.His understanding of humans as being
matter and motion, obeying the same physical laws as other
matter and motion, remains influential; and his account of
human nature as self-interested cooperation, and of political
communities as being based upon a "social contract" remains
one of the major topics of political philosophy. In addition to
political philosophy, Hobbes also contributed to a diverse
array of other fields, including history, geometry, the physics
of gases, theology, ethics, and general philosophy.
England in the middle of the seventeenth century was a
quagmire of political posturing from a variety of power
centers. Royalists, anti-royalists, the clergy, and sundry other
groups were jockeying for the most advantageous positions.
With the outbreak of Civil War, England's social and political
future looked anything but certain. Amid this turbulence,
Thomas Hobbes was to compose one of the most powerful
pieces of political philosophy ever penned - his now famous
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work
Leviathan.
Here Heritage
he sought to
political
complexities in order to provide clear and unequivocal
answers to the confusion that engulfed England. He sets forth
his view of the "passions" that grip human reason - passions
that if left unchecked would spell the obliteration of
humankind in a war of all against all. To prevent total
destruction, reason must prevail, and those in the pre-political
state of nature must collectively acknowledge the creation of
a civil authority as the only solution if peace is to be achieved
and self-preservation assured.

"Why is it so difficult to develop and sustain liberal
democracy? The best recent work on this subject comes
from a remarkable pair of scholars, Daron Acemoglu and
James A. Robinson. In their latest book, The Narrow
Corridor, they have answered this question with great
insight." -Fareed Zakaria, The Washington Post From
the authors of the international bestseller Why Nations
Fail, a crucial new big-picture framework that answers
the question of how liberty flourishes in some states but
falls to authoritarianism or anarchy in others--and
explains how it can continue to thrive despite new
threats. In Why Nations Fail, Daron Acemoglu and
James A. Robinson argued that countries rise and fall
based not on culture, geography, or chance, but on the
power of their institutions. In their new book, they build a
new theory about liberty and how to achieve it, drawing a
wealth of evidence from both current affairs and
disparate threads of world history. Liberty is hardly the
"natural" order of things. In most places and at most
times, the strong have dominated the weak and human
freedom has been quashed by force or by customs and
norms. Either states have been too weak to protect
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have been too
strong for people to protect themselves from despotism.
Liberty emerges only when a delicate and precarious
balance is struck between state and society. There is a
Western myth that political liberty is a durable construct,
arrived at by a process of "enlightenment." This static
view is a fantasy, the authors argue. In reality, the
corridor to liberty is narrow and stays open only via a
fundamental and incessant struggle between state and
society: The authors look to the American Civil Rights
Movement, Europe’s early and recent history, the
Zapotec civilization circa 500 BCE, and Lagos’s efforts
to uproot corruption and institute government
accountability to illustrate what it takes to get and stay in
the corridor. But they also examine Chinese imperial
history, colonialism in the Pacific, India’s caste system,
Saudi Arabia’s suffocating cage of norms, and the
“Paper Leviathan” of many Latin American and African
nations to show how countries can drift away from it, and
explain the feedback loops that make liberty harder to
achieve. Today we are in the midst of a time of
wrenching destabilization. We need liberty more than
ever, and yet the corridor to liberty is becoming narrower
and more treacherous. The danger on the horizon is not
"just" the loss of our political freedom, however grim that
is in itself; it is also the disintegration of the prosperity
and safety that critically depend on liberty. The opposite
of the corridor of liberty is the road to ruin.
Leviathan and the Air-Pump examines the conflicts over
the value and propriety of experimental methods
between two major seventeenth-century thinkers:
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and vehement critic of systematic experimentation in
natural philosophy, and Robert Boyle, mechanical
philosopher and owner of the newly invented air-pump.
The issues at stake in their disputes ranged from the
physical integrity of the air-pump to the intellectual
integrity of the knowledge it might yield. Both Boyle and
Hobbes were looking for ways of establishing knowledge
that did not decay into ad hominem attacks and political
division. Boyle proposed the experiment as cure. He
argued that facts should be manufactured by machines
like the air-pump so that gentlemen could witness the
experiments and produce knowledge that everyone
agreed on. Hobbes, by contrast, looked for natural law
and viewed experiments as the artificial, unreliable
products of an exclusive guild. The new approaches
taken in Leviathan and the Air-Pump have been
enormously influential on historical studies of science.
Shapin and Schaffer found a moment of scientific
revolution and showed how key scientific givens--facts,
interpretations, experiment, truth--were fundamental to a
new political order. Shapin and Schaffer were also
innovative in their ethnographic approach. Attempting to
understand the work habits, rituals, and social structures
of a remote, unfamiliar group, they argued that politics
were tied up in what scientists did, rather than what they
said. Steven Shapin and Simon Schaffer use the
confrontation between Hobbes and Boyle as a way of
understanding what was at stake in the early history of
scientific experimentation. They describe the
protagonists' divergent views of natural knowledge, and
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situate
the Hobbes-Boyle
disputes within
contemporary
debates over the role of intellectuals in public life and the
problems of social order and assent in Restoration
England. In a new introduction, the authors describe how
science and its social context were understood when this
book was first published, and how the study of the
history of science has changed since then.
This book describes the impact of the American Civil
War on the development of central state authority in the
late nineteenth century. The author contends that intense
competition for control of the national political economy
between the free North and slave South produced
secession, which in turn spawned the formation of two
new states, a market-oriented northern Union and a
southern Confederacy in which government controls on
the economy were much more important. During the Civil
War, the American state both expanded and became the
agent of northern economic development. After the war
ended, however, tension within the Republican coalition
led to the abandonment of Reconstruction and to the
return of former Confederates to political power
throughout the South. As a result, American state
expansion ground to a halt during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. This book makes a major
contribution to the understanding of the causes and
consequences of the Civil War and the legacy of the war
in the twentieth century.
New perspectives on the role of collective responsibility
in modern politics States are commonly blamed for wars,
called on to apologize, held liable for debts and
reparations, bound by treaties, and punished with
Page 7/24

Download Ebook The Leviathan In The State
Theory Of Thomas Hobbes Meaning And Failure
Of
A Political
Symbol
Sociology
sanctions.
But what
doesHeritage
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hold
a state
responsible as opposed to a government, a nation, or an
individual leader? Under what circumstances should we
assign responsibility to states rather than individuals?
Leviathan on a Leash demystifies the phenomenon of
state responsibility and explains why it is a challenging
yet indispensable part of modern politics. Taking Thomas
Hobbes' theory of the state as his starting point, Sean
Fleming presents a theory of state responsibility that
sheds new light on sovereign debt, historical reparations,
treaty obligations, and economic sanctions. Along the
way, he overturns longstanding interpretations of
Hobbes' political thought, explores how new
technologies will alter the practice of state responsibility
as we know it, and develops new accounts of political
authority, representation, and legitimacy. He argues that
Hobbes' idea of the state offers a far richer and more
realistic conception of state responsibility than the
theories prevalent today, and demonstrates that Hobbes'
Leviathan is much more than an anthropomorphic
"artificial man." Leviathan on a Leash is essential reading
for political theorists, scholars of international relations,
international lawyers, and philosophers. This
groundbreaking book recovers a forgotten understanding
of state personality in Hobbes' thought and shows how to
apply it to the world of imperfect states in which we live.
A field-defining masterwork, this posthumous publication
maps the evolution of the idea of the state from ancient
Greece to today István Mészáros was one of the
greatest political theorists of the twentieth century. Left
unfinished at the time of his death, Beyond Leviathan is
Page 8/24

Download Ebook The Leviathan In The State
Theory Of Thomas Hobbes Meaning And Failure
Of
A Political
Symbol Heritage
Ofprevious
Sociology
written
on the magisterial
scale of his
book,
Beyond Capital, and meant to complement that work. It
focuses on the transcendence of the state, along with the
transcendence of capital and alienated labor, while
traversing the history of political theory from Plato to the
present. Aristotle, More, Machiavelli, and Vico are only a
few of the thinkers discussed in depth. The larger
objective of this work is no less than to develop a fulledged critique of the state, in the Marxian tradition, and
set against the critique of capital. Not only does it
provide, for the first time, an all-embracing Marxian
theory of the state, it gives new political meaning to the
notion of “the withering away of the state.” In his
definitive, seminal work, Mészáros seeks to illuminate
the political preconditions for a society of substantive
equality and substantive democracy.
Rothbard, M.N. and Radosh, R. Preface.--Williams, W.A.
Introduction, a profile of the corporate elite.--Sklar, M.J.
Woodrow Wilson and the political economy of modern
United States liberalism.--Rothbard, M.N. War
collectivism in World War I.--Rothbard, M.N. Herbert
Hoover and the myth of laissez-faire.--Radosh, R. The
myth of the New Deal.--Eakins, D. Policy-planning for the
establishment.--Gilbert, J. James Burnham: exemplary
radical of the 1930s.--Liggio, L.P. American foreign
policy and national-security management.--Suggested
readings (p. [261]-262).
Part of the ?Longman Library of Primary Sources in
Philosophy,? this edition of Hobbes's The Leviathan is
framed by a pedagogical structure designed to make this
important work of philosophy more accessible and
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for readers.
General Introduction
includes
biographical information on Hobbes, the work's historical
context, and a discussion of historical influences.
Annotations and notes from the editor clarify difficult
passages for greater understanding. A bibliography gives
the reader additional resources for further study.

Hobbes's political theory has traditionally been taken
to be an endorsement of state power and a
prescription for unconditional obedience to the
sovereign's will. In this book, Susanne Sreedhar
develops a novel interpretation of Hobbes's theory of
political obligation and explores important cases
where Hobbes claims that subjects have a right to
disobey and resist state power, even when their lives
are not directly threatened. Drawing attention to this
broader set of rights, her comprehensive analysis of
Hobbes's account of political disobedience reveals a
unified and coherent theory of resistance that has
previously gone unnoticed and undefended. Her
book will appeal to all who are interested in the
nature and limits of political authority, the right of selfdefense, the right of revolution, and the modern
origins of these issues.
Oxford Scholarly Classics brings together a number
of great academic works from the archives of Oxford
University Press. Reissued in a uniform series
design, they will enable libraries, scholars, and
students to gain fresh access to some of the finest
scholarship of the last century.
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How climate change will affect our political theory—for
better and worse Despite the science and the
summits, leading capitalist states have not achieved
anything close to an adequate level of carbon
mitigation. There is now simply no way to prevent
the planet breaching the threshold of two degrees
Celsius set by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change. What are the likely political and
economic outcomes of this? Where is the
overheating world heading? To further the struggle
for climate justice, we need to have some idea how
the existing global order is likely to adjust to a rapidly
changing environment. Climate Leviathan provides a
radical way of thinking about the intensifying
challenges to the global order. Drawing on a wide
range of political thought, Joel Wainwright and Geoff
Mann argue that rapid climate change will transform
the world’s political economy and the fundamental
political arrangements most people take for granted.
The result will be a capitalist planetary sovereignty, a
terrifying eventuality that makes the construction of
viable, radical alternatives truly imperative.
Thomas Hobbes argues for a social contract and
rule by an absolute sovereign. Influenced by the
English Civil War, Hobbes wrote that chaos or civil
war-situations identified with a state of nature and
the famous motto Bellum omnium contra omnes
("the war of all against all")-could only be averted by
strong central government. He thus denied any right
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of rebellion toward the social contract, which would
be later added by John Locke and conserved by
Jean-Jacques Rousseau. (However, Hobbes did
discuss the possible dissolution of the State. Since
the social contract was made to institute a state that
would provide for the "peace and defense" of the
people, the contract would become void as soon as
the government no longer protected its citizens. By
virtue of this fact, man would automatically return to
the state of nature until a new contract is made)
Corruption and ineffectiveness are often expected of
public servants in developing countries. However,
some groups within these states are distinctly more
effective and public oriented than the rest. Why?
Patchwork Leviathan explains how a few
spectacularly effective state organizations manage
to thrive amid general institutional weakness and
succeed against impressive odds. Drawing on the
Hobbesian image of the state as Leviathan, Erin
Metz McDonnell argues that many seemingly weak
states actually have a wide range of administrative
capacities. Such states are in fact patchworks sewn
loosely together from scarce resources into the
semblance of unity. McDonnell demonstrates that
when the human, cognitive, and material resources
of bureaucracy are rare, it is critically important how
they are distributed. Too often, scarce bureaucratic
resources are scattered throughout the state,
yielding little effect. McDonnell reveals how a
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sufficient concentration of resources clustered within
particular pockets of a state can be transformative,
enabling distinctively effective organizations to
emerge from a sea of ineffectiveness. Patchwork
Leviathan offers a comprehensive analysis of
successful statecraft in institutionally challenging
environments, drawing on cases from contemporary
Ghana and Nigeria, mid-twentieth-century Kenya
and Brazil, and China in the early twentieth century.
Based on nearly two years of pioneering fieldwork in
West Africa, this incisive book explains how these
highly effective pockets differ from the Western
bureaucracies on which so much state and
organizational theory is based, providing a fresh
answer to why well-funded global capacity-building
reforms fail—and how they can do better.
Hobbes is widely regarded as one of the most
important figures in the history of ideas and political
thought, and his seminal text Leviathan is widely
recognised as one of the greatest works of political
philosophy ever written. The Routledge Guidebook
to Hobbes’ Leviathan introduces the major themes
in Hobbes’ great book and acts as a companion for
reading this key work, examining: The context of
Hobbes’ work and the background to his writing
Each separate part of the text in relation to its goals,
meanings and impact The reception the book
received when first seen by the world The relevance
of Hobbes’ work to modern philosophy, it’s legacy
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and influence With further reading included
throughout, this text follows Hobbes’ original work
closely, making it essential reading for all students of
philosophy and politics, and all those wishing to get
to grips with this classic work.
Horst Bredekamp’s subject is the astute deployment
and perennial resonance of the startling image of the
body politic that dominates the frontispiece to
Leviathan: a treatise on the psychology of the
individual and the dynamic of the multitude,
published in 1651 by the English philosopher
Thomas Hobbes. Affirming the centrality of such a
figural device for this pioneering theorist of the state,
Bredekamp goes on to address the art-historical
dimension of the mesmerising etched title-page. In
his central chapters he explores the extraordinary
range of sources – from socio-cultural tradition to
scientific advances – on which the author and his
artist-collaborator may have drawn. In conclusion, he
reveals Hobbes to be no less passionate than
shrewd in his belief that the constraints and
amenities of a tolerable life in common attest to the
potency of the visual. As appendices, two essays
and catalogues explore the portraits made of
Hobbes as well as illustrations that appeared in his
other works, thus systematically completing the
exploration of the images connected with this
exceptional philosopher.
The Oxford Handbook of Hobbes collects twenty-six
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commissioned,
original
chapters
on the philosophy
of the English thinker Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679). Best
known today for his important influence on political
philosophy, Hobbes was in fact a wide and deep thinker
on a diverse range of issues. The chapters included in
this Oxford Handbook cover the full range of Hobbes's
thought--his philosophy of logic and language; his view
of physics and scientific method; his ethics, political
philosophy, and philosophy of law; and his views of
religion, history, and literature. Several of the chapters
overlap in fruitful ways, so that the reader can see the
richness and depth of Hobbes's thought from a variety of
perspectives. The contributors are experts on Hobbes
from many countries, whose home disciplines include
philosophy, political science, history, and literature. A
substantial introduction places Hobbes's work, and
contemporary scholarship on Hobbes, in a broad
context.
Policymakers worry that "ungoverned spaces" pose
dangers to security and development. Why do such
spaces exist beyond the authority of the state? Earlier
scholarship—which addressed this question with a list of
domestic failures—overlooked the crucial role that
international politics play. In this shrewd book, Melissa
M. Lee argues that foreign subversion undermines state
authority and promotes ungoverned space. Enemy
governments empower insurgents to destabilize the state
and create ungoverned territory. This kind of foreign
subversion is a powerful instrument of modern statecraft.
But though subversion is less visible and less costly than
conventional force, it has insidious effects on
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state. To demonstrate
the
harmful consequences of foreign subversion for state
authority, Crippling Leviathan marshals a wealth of
evidence and presents in-depth studies of Russia's
relations with the post-Soviet states, Malaysian
subversion of the Philippines in the 1970s, and Thai
subversion of Vietnamese-occupied Cambodia in the
1980s. The evidence presented by Lee is persuasive:
foreign subversion weakens the state. She challenges
the conventional wisdom on statebuilding, which has
long held that conflict promotes the development of
strong, territorially consolidated states. Lee argues
instead that conflictual international politics prevents
state development and degrades state authority. In
addition, Crippling Leviathan illuminates the use of
subversion as an underappreciated and important
feature of modern statecraft. Rather than resort to war,
states resort to subversion. Policymakers interested in
ameliorating the consequences of ungoverned space
must recognize the international roots that sustain weak
statehood.
Thomas Hobbes argues for a social contract and rule by
an absolute sovereign. Influenced by the English Civil
War, Hobbes wrote that chaos or civil war-situations
identified with a state of nature and the famous motto
Bellum omnium contra omnes ("the war of all against
all")-could only be averted by strong central government.
He thus denied any right of rebellion toward the social
contract, which would be later added by John Locke and
conserved by Jean-Jacques Rousseau. (However,
Hobbes did discuss the possible dissolution of the State.
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that would provide for the "peace and defense" of the
people, the contract would become void as soon as the
government no longer protected its citizens. By virtue of
this fact, man would automatically return to the state of
nature until a new contract is made).Concerning the
Thoughts of man, I will consider them first Singly, and
afterwards in Trayne, or dependance upon one another.
Singly, they are every one a Representation or
Apparence, of some quality, or other Accident of a body
without us; which is commonly called an Object. Which
Object worketh on the Eyes, Eares, and other parts of
mans body; and by diversity of working, produceth
diversity of Apparences.The Originall of them all, is that
which we call Sense; (For there is no conception in a
mans mind, which hath not at first, totally, or by parts,
been begotten upon the organs of Sense.) The rest are
derived from that originall.To know the naturall cause of
Sense, is not very necessary to the business now in
hand; and I have els-where written of the same at large.
Nevertheless, to fill each part of my present method, I
will briefly deliver the same in this place.
Based on the History Of Ideas podcast series by Talking
Politics host David Runciman, A History of Ideas
explores some of the most important thinkers and
prominent ideas lying behind modern politics - from
Hobbes to Gandhi, from democracy to patriarchy, and
from revolution to lock down. While explaining the most
important and often-cited ideas of thinkers such as
Constant, De Tocqueville, Marx and Engels, Hayek,
MacKinnon and Fukuyama, David Runciman shows how
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depressions,
pandemics generated these new ways of political thinking. This is a
history of ideas to help make sense of what's happening
today.
100 Best Non Fiction Books has its origins in the recent
2 year-long Observer serial which every week featured a
work of non fiction). It is also a companion volume to
McCrum's very successful 100 Best Novels published by
Galileo in 2015. The list of books starts in 1611 with the
King James Bible and ends in 2014 with Elizabeth
Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction. And in between, on this
extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our
culture we meet Pepys' Diaries, Charles Darwin's The
Origin of Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of
Time and a whole host of additional works.
From two legal luminaries, a highly original framework for
restoring confidence in a government bureaucracy
increasingly derided as “the deep state.” Is the modern
administrative state illegitimate? Unconstitutional?
Unaccountable? Dangerous? Intolerable? American
public law has long been riven by a persistent, serious
conflict, a kind of low-grade cold war, over these
questions. Cass Sunstein and Adrian Vermeule argue
that the administrative state can be redeemed, as long
as public officials are constrained by what they call the
morality of administrative law. Law and Leviathan
elaborates a number of principles that underlie this moral
regime. Officials who respect that morality never fail to
make rules in the first place. They ensure transparency,
so that people are made aware of the rules with which
they must comply. They never abuse retroactivity, so that
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can relySymbol
on current
rules, which
are not under
constant threat of change. They make rules that are
understandable and avoid issuing rules that contradict
each other. These principles may seem simple, but they
have a great deal of power. Already, without explicit
enunciation, they limit the activities of administrative
agencies every day. But we can aspire for better. In
more robust form, these principles could address many
of the concerns that have critics of the administrative
state mourning what they see as the demise of the rule
of law. The bureaucratic Leviathan may be an
inescapable reality of complex modern democracies, but
Sunstein and Vermeule show how we can at last make
peace between those who accept its necessity and those
who yearn for its downfall.
This Companion makes a new departure in Hobbes
scholarship, addressing a philosopher whose impact was
as great on Continental European theories of state and
legal systems as it was at home. This volume is a
systematic attempt to incorporate work from both the
Anglophone and Continental traditions, bringing together
newly commissioned work by scholars from ten different
countries in a topic-by-topic sequence of essays that
follows the structure of Leviathan, re-examining the
relationship among Hobbes's physics, metaphysics,
politics, psychology, and religion. Collectively they
showcase important revisionist scholarship that reexamines both the context for Leviathan and its
reception, demonstrating the degree to which Hobbes
was indebted to the long tradition of European humanist
thought. This Cambridge Companion shows that
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Hobbes's
legacy
was never
lost andOf
that
he belongs to a
tradition of reflection on political theory and governance
that is still alive, both in Europe and in the diaspora.

Ertman presents a new theory to explain the
variation in political regimes and state infrastructures
in pre-French Revolution Europe.
The Leviathan (1651), The Two Treatises of
Government (1689), The Social Contract (1762), The
Constitution of Pennsylvania (1776) The Original
Texts from Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and The
Founding Fathers of the United States
Thomas Hobbes, one of the most important figures
in the history of political philosophy, is still widely
regarded as a predominantly secular thinker. Yet a
great deal of his political thought was motivated by
the need to address problems of a distinctively
religious nature. This is the first collection of essays
dedicated to the complex and rich intersections
between Hobbes's political and religious thought.
Written by experts in the field, the volume opens up
new directions for thinking about his treatment of
religion as a political phenomenon and the political
dimensions of his engagement with Christian
doctrines and their history. The chapters investigate
his strategies for showing how his provocative
political positions could be accepted by different
religious audiences for whom fidelity to religious
texts was of crucial importance, while also
considering the legacy of his ideas and examining
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their relevance for contemporary concerns. Some
chapters do so by pursuing mainly historical inquiries
about the motives and circumstances of Hobbes's
writings, while others reconstruct the logic of his
arguments and test their philosophical coherence.
They thus offer wide-ranging and sometimes
conflicting assessments of Hobbes's ideas, yet they
all demonstrate how closely intertwined his political
and religious preoccupations are and thereby
showcase how this perspective can help us to better
understand his thought.
Many Americans fear the power of unelected,
unaccountable bureaucrats--the "deep state." Cass
Sunstein and Adrian Vermeule seek to calm those
fears by proposing a moral regime to ensure that
government rulemakers behave transparently and
don't abuse their authority. The administrative state
may be a Leviathan, but it can be a principled one.
The New Deal left a host of political, institutional, and
economic legacies. Among them was the
restructuring of the government into an
administrative state with a powerful executive leader
and a large class of unelected officials. This
"leviathan" state was championed by the political left,
and its continued growth and dominance in
American politics is seen as a product of liberal
thought—to the extent that "Big Government" is now
nearly synonymous with liberalism. Yet there were
tensions among liberal statists even as the leviathan
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first arose. Born in crisis and raised by technocrats,
the bureaucratic state always rested on shaky
foundations, and the liberals who built and supported
it disagreed about whether and how to temper the
excesses of the state while retaining its basic
structure and function. Debating the American State
traces the encounter between liberal thought and the
rise of the administrative state and the resulting
legitimacy issues that arose for democracy, the rule
of law, and individual autonomy. Anne Kornhauser
examines a broad and unusual cast of characters,
including American social scientists and legal
academics, the philosopher John Rawls, and
German refugee intellectuals who had witnessed the
destruction of democracy in the face of a totalitarian
administrative state. In particular, she uncovers the
sympathetic but concerned voices—commonly
drowned out in the increasingly partisan political
discourse—of critics who struggled to reconcile the
positive aspects of the administrative state with the
negative pressure such a contrivance brought on
other liberal values such as individual autonomy,
popular sovereignty, and social justice. By showing
that the leviathan state was never given a principled
and scrupulous justification by its proponents,
Debating the American State reveals why the liberal
state today remains haunted by programmatic
dysfunctions and relentless political attacks.
Written by one of the founders of modern political
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philosophy, Thomas Hobbes, during the English civil
war, Leviathan is an influential work of nonfiction.
Regarded as one of the earliest examples of the
social contract theory, Leviathan has both historical
and philosophical importance. Social contract theory
prioritizes the state over the individual, claiming that
individuals have consented to the surrender of some
of their freedoms by participating in society. These
surrendered freedoms help ensure that the
government can be run easily. In exchange for their
sacrifice, the individual is protected and given a
place in a steady social order. Articulating this
theory, Hobbes argues for a strong, undivided
government ruled by an absolute sovereign. To
support his argument, Hobbes includes topics of
religion, human nature and taxation. Separated into
four sections, Hobbes claims his theory to be the
resolution of the civil war that raged on as he wrote,
creating chaos and taking causalities. The first
section, Of Man discusses the role human nature
and instinct plays in the formation of government.
The second section, Of Commonwealth explains the
definition, implications, types, and rules of
succession in a commonwealth government. Of a
Christian Commonwealth imagines the religion’s
role government and societal moral standards.
Finally, Hobbes closes his argument with Of the
Kingdom of Darkness. Through the use of
philosophical theory and historical study, Thomas
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Hobbes attempts to convince citizens to consider the
cost and reward of being governed. Without an
understanding of the sociopolitical theories that keep
government bodies in power, subjects can easily
become complicit or allow society to slip into
anarchy. Created during a brutal civil war, Hobbes
hoped to educate and persuade his peers. Though
Leviathan was a work of controversy in its time,
Hobbes’ theories and prose has survived centuries,
shaping the ideas of modern philosophy. This edition
of Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes is now presented
with a stunning new cover design and is printed in an
easy-to-read font. With these accommodations,
Leviathan is accessible and applicable to
contemporary readers.
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