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The Mormon Culture Of Salvation Force Grace And Glory
This extraordinary work of investigative journalism takes readers inside
America’s isolated Mormon Fundamentalist communities, where some 40,000
people still practice polygamy. Defying both civil authorities and the Mormon
establishment in Salt Lake City, the renegade leaders of these Taliban-like
theocracies are zealots who answer only to God. At the core of Krakauer’s book
are brothers Ron and Dan Lafferty, who insist they received a commandment
from God to kill a blameless woman and her baby girl. Beginning with a
meticulously researched account of this appalling double murder, Krakauer
constructs a multi-layered, bone-chilling narrative of messianic delusion,
polygamy, savage violence, and unyielding faith. Along the way he uncovers a
shadowy offshoot of America’s fastest growing religion, and raises provocative
questions about the nature of religious belief.
Although one of the fastest growing religious movements in the world, the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints remains a mystery in terms of its core beliefs
and theological structure. This timely book provides an important introduction to
the basic history, doctrines and practices of The LDS--the "Mormon" Church.
Emphasizing sacred texts and prophecies as well as the crucial Temple rituals of
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endowments, marriage and baptism, it is written by a non-believer, who
describes Mormonism in ways that non-Mormons can understand.
Feeding the Flock, the second volume of Terryl L. Givens's landmark study of the
foundations of Mormon thought and practice, traces the essential contours of
Mormon practice as it developed from Joseph Smith to the present. Despite the
stigmatizing fascination with its social innovations (polygamy, communalism), its
stark supernaturalism (angels, gold plates, and seer stones), and its most
esoteric aspects (a New World Garden of Eden, sacred undergarments), as well
as its long-standing outlier status among American Protestants, Givens reminds
us that Mormonism remains the most enduring--and thriving--product of the
nineteenth-century's religious upheavals and innovations. Because Mormonism is
founded on a radically unconventional cosmology, based on unusual doctrines of
human nature, deity, and soteriology, a history of its development cannot use
conventional theological categories. Givens has structured these volumes in a
way that recognizes the implicit logic of Mormon thought. The first book,
Wrestling the Angel, centered on the theoretical foundations of Mormon thought
and doctrine regarding God, humans, and salvation. Feeding the Flock considers
Mormon practice, the authority of the institution of the church and its priesthood,
forms of worship, and the function and nature of spiritual gifts in the church's
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history, revealing that Mormonism is still a tradition very much in the process of
formation. At once original and provocative, engaging and learned, Givens offers
the most sustained account of Mormon thought and practice yet written.
Will Mormonism be the next world faith, one that will rival Catholicism, Islam, and
other major religions in terms of numbers and global appeal? This was the
question Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed and much-debated
article, "The Rise of a New World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on
Mormonism included in this new collection. Examining the religion's growing
appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that Mormons could number 267 million
members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark argument," Stark
suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and
historians of religion an opportunity to observe a rare event: the birth of a new
world religion. In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the
foremost scholars of Mormonism and the sociology of religion. This new work,
the first to collect his influential writings on the Mormon Church, includes
previously published essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. His work
sheds light on both the growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain
religions continue to grow while others fade away. Stark examines the reasons
behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such factors as cultural continuity
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with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a volunteer missionary force, and
birth rates. He explains why a demanding faith like Mormonism has such broad
appeal in today's world and considers the importance of social networks in finding
new converts. Stark's work also presents groundbreaking perspectives on larger
issues in the study of religion, including the nature of revelation and the reasons
for religious growth in an age of modernization and secularization.
“From one of the brightest of the new generation of Mormon-studies scholars
comes a crisp, engaging account of the religion’s history.”—The Wall Street
Journal With Mormonism on the nation’s radar as never before, religious
historian Matthew Bowman has written an essential book that pulls back the
curtain on more than 180 years of Mormon history and doctrine. He recounts the
church’s origins and explains how the Mormon vision has evolved—and with it the
esteem in which Mormons have been held in the eyes of their countrymen.
Admired on the one hand as hardworking paragons of family values, Mormons
have also been derided as oddballs and persecuted as polygamists, heretics,
and zealots. The place of Mormonism in public life continues to generate heated
debate, yet the faith has never been more popular. One of the fastest-growing
religions in the world, it retains an uneasy sense of its relationship with the main
line of American culture. Mormons will surely play an even greater role in
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American civic life in the years ahead. The Mormon People comes as a vital
addition to the corpus of American religious history—a frank and balanced
demystification of a faith that remains a mystery for many. With a new afterword
by the author. “Fascinating and fair-minded . . . a sweeping soup-to-nuts primer
on Mormonism.”—The Boston Globe “A cogent, judicious, and important account
of a faith that has been an important element in American history but remained
surprisingly misunderstood.”—Michael Beschloss “A thorough, stimulating
rendering of the Mormon past and present.”—Kirkus Reviews “[A] smart, lucid
history.”—Tom Brokaw
This book reveals the tactics many anti-Mormons employ in attacking the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In clear, straightforward terms, the authors
explain the true beliefs of the church and how to see through the word games
that critics use to attack it. Offenders for a Word answers critics' objections to
Latter-day Saint beliefs regarding the Godhead, polygamy, salvation by grace
and works, eternal progression, the premortal existence, the role of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, the nature of the Holy Ghost, and much more.
This book brings to life the spiritual and sexual tensions of mid-19th-century
America through the sensational and unforgettable story of the cult of Matthias.
Get the facts on temples, tithing, missions, and caffeine Mormon doctrines,
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rituals, and history, demystified at last! Mormonism, or the LDS Church, is one of
the world's fastest growing religions. But unless you were raised a Mormon, you
probably don't have a clear picture of LDS beliefs and practices. Covering
everything from Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon to tithing and family
home evening, this friendly guide will get you up to speed in no time. Discover: *
How the LDS Church differs from other Christian churches * What Mormons
believe * What happens in Mormon temples and meetinghouses * The history of
the LDS Church * LDS debates on race, women, and polygamy
An “ambitious and courageous” examination of the Jonestown cult viewed
through the lens of theology (Journal of the American Academy of Religion). Reissued in recognition of the 25th anniversary of the mass suicides at Jonestown,
this revised edition of David Chidester’s groundbreaking book features a new
prologue that considers the meaning of the tragedy for a post-Waco, post-9/11
world. For Chidester, the murder-suicide of some 900 members of the Peoples
Temple in Guyana recalls the American religious commitment to redemptive
sacrifice, which for Jim Jones meant saving his followers from the evils of
capitalist society. “Jonestown is ancient history,” writes Chidester, but it does
provide us with an opportunity “to reflect upon the strangeness of familiar . . .
promises of redemption through sacrifice.” His original conclusion that the
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Peoples Temple was a meaningful religious movement seems all the more
prescient and astute today, when fundamentalism has raised the troubling
spectre of violence and suicide all over the world.
"Robert MacFarlane has written that language does not just register experience,
it produces it. Our religious language in particular informs and shapes our
understanding of God, our sense of self, and the way we make sense of our
challenging path back to loving Heavenly Parents. Unfortunately, to an extent we
may not realize, our religious vocabulary has been shaped by prior generations
whose creeds, in Joseph Smith s words, have filled the world with confusion. "I
make all things new," proclaimed the Lord. Regrettably, many are still mired in
the past, in ways we have not recognized. In this book, Fiona and Terryl Givens
trace the roots of our religious vocabulary, explore how a flawed inheritance
compounds the wounds and challenges of a life devoted to discipleship, and
suggest ways of reformulating our language in more healthy ways all in the hope
that, as B. H. Roberts urged, we may all cooperate in the works of the Spirit to
find a truer expression of a gospel restored."-Current facts about Mormonism•Over 11 million members.•Over 60,000 full-time
missionaries—more than any other single missionary-sending organization in the
world.•More than 310,000 converts annually.•As many as eighty percent of
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converts come from Protestant backgrounds. (In Mormon circles, the saying is,
“We baptize a Baptist church every week.”) •Within fifteen years, the numbers of
missionaries and converts will roughly double.•Within eighty years, with
adherents exceeding 267 million, Mormonism could become the first worldreligion to arise since Islam. You may know the statistics. What you probably
don’t know are the advances the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
(LDS) is making in apologetics and academic respectability. With superb training,
Mormon scholars outclass many of their opponents. Arguments against Mormon
claims are increasingly refuted as outdated, misinformed, or poorly argued. The
New Mormon Challenge is a response to the burgeoning challenge of scholarly
Mormon apologetics. Written by a team of respected Christian scholars, it is free
of caricature, sensationalism, and diatribe. The respectful tone and responsible,
rigorous, yet readable scholarship set this book in a class of its own. The New
Mormon Challenge recycles no previous material and duplicates no one’s
efforts. Instead, responding to the best LDS scholarship, it offers freshly
researched and well-documented rebuttals of Mormon truth claims. Most of the
chapter topics have never been addressed, and the criticisms and arguments are
almost entirely new. But The New Mormon Challenge does not merely challenge
Mormon beliefs; it offers the LDS Church and her members ways to move
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forward.The New Mormon Challenge will help you understand the intellectual
appeal of Mormonism, and it will reveal many of the fundamental weaknesses of
the Mormon worldview. Whether you are sharing the gospel with Mormons or are
investigating Mormonism for yourself, this book will help you accurately
understand Mormonism and see the superiority of the historic Christian faith.
Outstanding scholarship and sound methodology make this an ideal textbook.
The biblical, historical, scientific, philosophical, and theological discussions are
fascinating and will appeal to Christians and Mormons alike. Exemplifying
Christian scholarship at its best, The New Mormon Challenge pioneers a new
genre of literature on Mormonism.The EditorsFrancis J. Beckwith (Ph.D.,
Fordham University), Carl Mosser (Ph.D. candidate, University of St. Andrews),
and Paul Owen (Ph.D., University of Edinburgh) are respected authorities on the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the authors of various books and
significant articles on Mormonism. Their individual biographies as well as
information on the book’s contributors appear inside. With contributors including
such respected scholars as Craig L. Blomberg, William Lane Craig, J. P.
Moreland, and others, The New Mormon Challenge is, as Richard Mouw states in
his foreword, “an important event for both Protestant evangelicals and Mormons”
that models “to the evangelical community what it is like to engage in respectful
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and meaningful exploration of a viewpoint with which we disagree on key
points.”“In recent years, Mormon scholars have produced a body of literature
that has been largely ignored by evangelicals. This current volume takes a giant
step forward in correcting this oversight in a way that is both intellectually
vigorous, yet respectful.”—Ken Mulholland, President, Salt Lake Theological
Seminary“Intellectually serious evangelical responses to the faith of the Latterday Saints have been depressingly rare. This book represents a significant
contribution to a conversation that, really, has just begun.”—Daniel Peterson,
Brigham Young University; Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon
Studies (FARMS)“Finally we have a book from evangelicals in which the authors
have made
Many people see Mormons as just another branch of the Christian church, and to
be admired, perhaps, for their family life, morality and upright culture. But the
theology and spirituality of this cult are very far from an orthodox biblical
understanding of true saving faith. And yet Christians are often fearful of
engaging in conversations about the gospel with Mormons, knowing that there
are suspicions and complex issues that lie beneath the surface. This short book
is designed to help both Christians and whole churches to understand more
about the beliefs, mindset and motivations of those who are members of the
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Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), and to reach out to
them with the good news of the gospel. Written at a level that everyone can
understand, this book emphasizes the importance of forming loving, honest and
open relationships as part of the way we engage with our Mormon friends and
neighbors, and with those who may come knocking at our doors.
What could Roman Catholicism and Mormonism possibly have to learn from
each other? On the surface, they seem to diverge on nearly every point, from
their liturgical forms to their understanding of history. With its ancient roots,
Catholicism is a continuous tradition, committed to the conservation of the
creeds, while Mormonism teaches that the landscape of Christian history is
riddled with errors and apostasy and in need of radical revision and spiritual
healing. Additionally, successful proselyting efforts by Mormons in formerly
Catholic strongholds have increased opportunities for misunderstanding, polemic,
and prejudice between the two faiths. However, as demonstrated in this unique
and spirited dialogue between two theologians, one a convert to Catholicism and
the other a convert to Mormonism, these two traditions are much closer to each
other than many assume, including in their treatment of central doctrines such as
authority, grace, Jesus, Mary, and revelation. Both Catholicism and Mormonism
have ambitiously universal views of the Christian faith, and readers will be
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surprised by how close Catholics and Mormons are on a number of topics and
how these traditions, probed to their depths, shed light on each other in
fascinating and unexpected ways. Catholic and Mormon is an invitation to the
reader to engage in a discussion that makes understanding the goal, and marks
a beginning for a dialogue that will become increasingly important in the years to
come.
Winner of the Best Anthology Book Award from the John Whitmer Historical
Association Winner of the Special Award for Scholarly Publishing from the
Association for Mormon Letters Scholarly interest in Mormon theology, history,
texts, and practices--what makes up the field now known as Mormon
studies--has reached unprecedented levels, making it one of the fastest-growing
subfields in religious studies. In this volume, Terryl Givens and Philip Barlow, two
leading scholars of Mormonism, have brought together 45 of the top experts in
the field to construct a collection of essays that offers a comprehensive overview
of scholarship on Mormons. The book begins with a section on Mormon history,
perhaps the most well-developed area of Mormon studies. Chapters in this
section deal with questions ranging from how Mormon history is studied in the
university to the role women have played over time. Other sections examine
revelation and scripture, church structure and practice, theology, society, and
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culture. The final two sections look at Mormonism in a larger context. The authors
examine Mormon expansion across the globe--focusing on Mormonism in Latin
America, the Pacific, Europe, and Asia--in addition to the interaction between
Mormonism and other social systems, such as law, politics, and other faiths.
Bringing together an impressive body of scholarship, this volume reveals the vast
range of disciplines and subjects where Mormonism continues to play a
significant role in the academic conversation. The Oxford Handbook of
Mormonism will be an invaluable resource for those within the field, as well as for
people studying the broader, ever-changing American religious landscape.
In Understanding Your Mormon Neighbor, Ross Anderson seeks to help
Christians relate to Latter-day Saints by giving insights into Mormon life and
culture. Anderson’s work is supported both by his lifetime of experiences
growing up Mormon and by current research that utilizes many Latter-day Saints’
own sources. This book explains core stories that form the Mormon worldview,
experiences that shape the community identity of Mormonism, and how Mormons
understand truth. Anderson shares how most Mormons see themselves and
others around them, illuminating why people join the LDS Church and why many
eventually leave. Latter-day Saints will find the descriptions of their values,
practices, and experiences both credible and familiar. Understanding Your
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Mormon Neighbor suggests how Christians can befriend Latter-day Saints with
confidence and sensitivity and share the grace of God wisely within their
relationships. Anderson includes discussion questions for individuals and small
groups, black and white photographs and charts, and an appendix that includes
“Are Mormons Christians?” and “Should I Vote for a Mormon?”
A Christian’s Guide to the World’s Most Prominent Religions Meeting people
from other religions is an incredible blessing and a unique challenge. As
Christians, what do we need to know about their beliefs to effectively interact with
them? And how can we share about Jesus with sensitivity for someone’s
relationship to their current faith? A compilation from some of today’s top religion
scholars, The Popular Handbook of World Religions is a clear and insightful
guide to understanding and conversing with followers of the world’s major belief
systems. You will… gain a balanced, nuanced comprehension of what followers of
other religions believe, and see how those beliefs compare with those of
Christianity develop deeper respect for different cultures and appreciate their
unique traditions and ideas learn how to share about Christ with true compassion
and a recognition of other people’s individuality and heritage Featuring the
writings of Dr. Douglas Groothuis, Dr. Paul Copan, Dr. Winfried Corduan, and
more, The Popular Handbook of World Religions is designed to help you gain the
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wisdom you need to interact with people of other faiths, from atheism to Judaism,
Buddhism to Islam, Jainism to Sikhism, and more.
In the tradition of 1997's How Wide the Divide? A Mormon & an Evangelical in
Conversation, old Dartmouth roommates Johnson, an LDS high priest, and
Leffler, a retired Reform rabbi, enter into a dialogue about Mormonism and
Judaism. But this t?te-?-t?te never quite matches the level of the historic 1997
book, because the writing is mediocre and because the authors lack the
fundamental attitude of interfaith respect that characterized the earlier work. After
discussing their traditions' history, theologies and basic practices, the authors
focus on areas of common misunderstanding, including Mormons' claim to be
descendants of the 12 tribes of Israel (a lineage many Jews dispute or find
offensive). Some intriguing issues arise hereAe.g., the controversy over
Mormons' former practice of performing proxy baptisms for Holocaust victimsAbut
these points of interfaith controversy are underdeveloped. The book may have
been aided by a less stilted, impersonal tone; we know from the author biography
that Johnson converted to Mormonism thirty years ago, but we never learn why.
The authors refer to each other as "Mr. Johnson" and "Rabbi Leffler," rather
formal titles for men who have been friends for half a centuryAperpetuating the
sense that this is not an interfaith conversation but a standard debate, with a
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projected winner and loser.
"Wrestling the Angel, Vol. I is the first in a two part study of the foundations of
Mormon thought and practice, situated in the context of an overview of the
Christian tradition. The book traces the essential contours of Mormon thought as
it developed from Joseph Smith to the present. Terryl L. Givens, one of the
nation's foremost Mormon scholars, offers a sweeping account of the history of
Mormon belief, revealing that Mormonism is a tradition still very much in the
process of formation."--Provided by the publisher.
From a rare insider’s point of view, Unveiling Grace looks at how Latter-day
Saints are “wooing our country” with their religion, lifestyle, and culture. It is also
a gripping story of how an entire family, deeply enmeshed in Mormonism, found
their way out and what they can tell others about their lives as faithful Mormons.
Written by an L. A. County homicide detective and former atheist, Cold-Case
Christianity examines the claims of the New Testament using the skills and
strategies of a hard-to-convince criminal investigator. Christianity could be
defined as a “cold case”: it makes a claim about an event from the distant past
for which there is little forensic evidence. In Cold-Case Christianity, J. Warner
Wallace uses his nationally recognized skills as a homicide detective to look at
the evidence and eyewitnesses behind Christian beliefs. Including gripping
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stories from his career and the visual techniques he developed in the courtroom,
Wallace uses illustration to examine the powerful evidence that validates the
claims of Christianity. A unique apologetic that speaks to readers’ intense
interest in detective stories, Cold-Case Christianity inspires readers to have
confidence in Christ as it prepares them to articulate the case for Christianity.
The Mormon Culture of SalvationRoutledge
A non-Mormon theologian explains how Mormonism is a branch of the Christian
family tree that extends well beyond what most Christians have ever imagined.
Why do thousands of Mormons devote their summer vacations to following the
Mormon Trail? Why does the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Day Saints
spend millions of dollars to build monuments and Visitor Centers that believers
can visit to experience the history of their nineteenth-century predecessors who
fled westward in search of their promised land? Why do so many Mormon
teenagers dress up in Little-House-on-the-Prairie-style garb and push handcarts
over the highest local hills they can find? And what exactly is a "traveling Zion"?
In Pioneers in the Attic, Sara Patterson analyzes how and why Mormons are
engaging their nineteenth-century past in the modern era, arguing that as the
LDS community globalized in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries,
its relationship to space was transformed. Following their exodus to Utah,
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nineteenth-century Mormons believed that they must gather together in Salt Lake
Zion - their new center place. They believed that Zion was a place you could
point to on a map, a place you should dwell in to live a righteous life. Later
Mormons had to reinterpret these central theological principles as their
community spread around the globe, but to say that they simply spiritualized
concepts that had once been understood literally is only one piece of the puzzle.
Contemporary Mormons still want to touch and to feel these principles, so they
mark and claim the landscapes of the American West with versions of their
history carved in stone. They develop rituals that allow them not only to learn the
history of the nineteenth-century journey west, but to engage it with all of their
senses. Pioneers in the Attic reveals how modern-day Mormons have created a
sense of community and felt religion through the memorialization of early
Mormon pioneers of the American West, immortalizing a narrative of shared
identity through an emphasis on place and collective memory.
Death, Ritual and Belief, now in its third edition, explores many important issues
related to death and dying, from a religious studies perspective, including
anthropology and sociology. Using the motif of 'words against death' it depicts
human responses to grief by surveying the many ways in which people have not
let death have the last word, not simply in terms of funeral rites but also in
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memorials, graves, and in ideas of ancestors, souls, gods, reincarnation and
resurrection, whether in the great religious traditions of the world or in more local
customs. He also examines bereavement and grief, experiences of the presence
of dead, near-death experiences, pet-death and the symbolic death played out in
religious rites. Updated chapters have taken into account new research and
include additional topics in this new edition, notably assisted dying, terrorism,
green burial, material culture, death online, and the emergence of Death Studies
as a distinctive field. Case studies range from Anders Breivik in Norway, to the
Princess of Wales, and to the Rapture in the USA. A new perspective is also
brought to his account of grief theories. Providing an introduction to key authors
and authorities on death beliefs, bereavement, grief and ritual-symbolism, Death,
Ritual and Belief is an authoritative guide to the perspectives of major religious
and secular worldviews.
In this timely book, the author uncovers the history, teachings and practices of
the Latter-day Saints, compares them to evangelical Christian beliefs and
challenges former Massachusetts governor and presidential candidate Mitt
Romney to be open and transparent about his beliefs and its implications if he is
elected president.
In this collection, Mormon writers wrestle with mortality and its aftermath. A family
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sings a hesitant rendition of Happy Birthday to a grief-stricken mother who buried
her toddler just a few hours earlier; an agnostic son decides he's Mormon
enough to arrange a funeral for his believing father.
Bonded-leather with over 70 breathtaking images and gift box 50% discount.
An extraordinary story of faith and violence in nineteenth-century America, based
on previously confidential documents from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. Compared to the Puritans, Mormons have rarely gotten their due,
treated as fringe cultists at best or marginalized as polygamists unworthy of
serious examination at worst. In Kingdom of Nauvoo, the historian Benjamin E.
Park excavates the brief life of a lost Mormon city, and in the process
demonstrates that the Mormons are, in fact, essential to understanding American
history writ large. Drawing on newly available sources from the LDS
Church—sources that had been kept unseen in Church archives for 150
years—Park recreates one of the most dramatic episodes of the 19th century
frontier. Founded in Western Illinois in 1839 by the Mormon prophet Joseph
Smith and his followers, Nauvoo initially served as a haven from mob attacks the
Mormons had endured in neighboring Missouri, where, in one incident,
seventeen men, women, and children were massacred, and where the governor
declared that all Mormons should be exterminated. In the relative safety of
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Nauvoo, situated on a hill and protected on three sides by the Mississippi River,
the industrious Mormons quickly built a religious empire; at its peak, the city
surpassed Chicago in population, with more than 12,000 inhabitants. The
Mormons founded their own army, with Smith as its general; established their
own courts; and went so far as to write their own constitution, in which they
declared that there could be no separation of church and state, and that the world
was to be ruled by Mormon priests. This experiment in religious utopia, however,
began to unravel when gentiles in the countryside around Nauvoo heard rumors
of a new Mormon marital practice. More than any previous work, Kingdom of
Nauvoo pieces together the haphazard and surprising emergence of Mormon
polygamy, and reveals that most Mormons were not participants themselves,
though they too heard the rumors, which said that Joseph Smith and other
married Church officials had been “sealed” to multiple women. Evidence of
polygamy soon became undeniable, and non-Mormons reacted with horror, as
did many Mormons—including Joseph Smith’s first wife, Emma Smith, a strongwilled woman who resisted the strictures of her deeply patriarchal community and
attempted to save her Church, and family, even when it meant opposing her
husband and prophet. A raucous, violent, character-driven story, Kingdom of
Nauvoo raises many of the central questions of American history, and even
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serves as a parable for the American present. How far does religious freedom
extend? Can religious and other minority groups survive in a democracy where
the majority dictates the law of the land? The Mormons of Nauvoo, who initially
believed in the promise of American democracy, would become its strongest
critics. Throughout his absorbing chronicle, Park shows the many ways in which
the Mormons were representative of their era, and in doing so elevates
nineteenth century Mormon history into the American mainstream.
Discusses the foundational beliefs of the Mormon Church by focusing on early
Mormon conceptions of death.
Explores Mormon theology in new ways from a scholarly non-Mormon
perspective. Bringing Jesus and Satan into relationship with Joseph Smith,
Davies shows how the Mormon "Plan of Salvation" can be equated with
mainstream Christianity's doctrine of the Trinity as a driving force of the faith.
Davies shows how renewed Mormon interest in theological questons of belief can
be understood against the background of Mormon church organization and its
growing presence on the world-stage of Christianity.
In People of Paradox, Terryl Givens traces the rise and development of Mormon
culture from the days of Joseph Smith in upstate New York, through Brigham
Young's founding of the Territory of Deseret on the shores of Great Salt Lake, to
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the spread of the Latter-Day Saints around the globe. Throughout the last century
and a half, Givens notes, distinctive traditions have emerged among the LatterDay Saints, shaped by dynamic tensions--or paradoxes--that give Mormon
cultural expression much of its vitality. Here is a religion shaped by a rigid
authoritarian hierarchy and radical individualism; by prophetic certainty and a
celebration of learning and intellectual investigation; by existence in exile and a
yearning for integration and acceptance by the larger world. Givens divides
Mormon history into two periods, separated by the renunciation of polygamy in
1890. In each, he explores the life of the mind, the emphasis on education, the
importance of architecture and urban planning (so apparent in Salt Lake City and
Mormon temples around the world), and Mormon accomplishments in music and
dance, theater, film, literature, and the visual arts. He situates such cultural
practices in the context of the society of the larger nation and, in more recent
years, the world. Today, he observes, only fourteen percent of Mormon believers
live in the United States. Mormonism has never been more prominent in public
life. But there is a rich inner life beneath the public surface, one deftly captured in
this sympathetic, nuanced account by a leading authority on Mormon history and
thought.
This book explores Mormon theology in new ways from a scholarly non-Mormon
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perspective. Bringing Jesus and Satan into relationship with Joseph Smith the
founding prophet, Douglas Davies shows how the Mormon 'Plan of Salvation' can
be equated with mainstream Christianity's doctrine of the Trinity as a driving force
of the faith. Exploring how Jesus has been understood by Mormons, his many
Mormon identities are described in this book: he is the Jehovah of the Bible, our
Elder Brother and Father, probably also a husband, he visited the dead and is
also the antagonist of Satan-Lucifer. This book offers a way into the Mormon
'problem of evil' understood as apostasy, from pre-mortal times to today. Three
images reveal the wider problem of evil in Mormonism: Jesus' pre-mortal
encounter with Lucifer in a heavenly council deciding on the Plan of Salvation,
Jesus Christ's great suffering-engagement with evil in Gethsemane, and Joseph
Smith's First Vision of the divine when he was almost destroyed by an evil force.
Douglas Davies, well-known for his previous accounts of Mormon life and
thought, shows how renewed Mormon interest in theological questions of belief
can be understood against the background of Mormon church-organization and
its growing presence on the world-stage of Christianity.
"Place and Memory Along the Mormon Trail argues that as the Latter-day Saint
community globalized in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, its
relationship to space transformed. Initially, nineteenth-century Mormons believed
Page 24/29

Bookmark File PDF The Mormon Culture Of Salvation Force Grace And
Glory
that they must literally gather together in their new Salt Lake Zion-their center
place. They believed that Zion was a place you could point to on a map, a place
you should dwell in to live a righteous life. Later Mormons had to reinterpret these
central theological principles as their community spread around the globe. They
began to make such claims as "We should spiritually gather together" and "Zion
is wherever the people of God are." But to say that they simply spiritualized
concepts that had once been understood literally is only one piece of the puzzle.
Contemporary Mormons still want to touch and to feel these principles. And so
they mark and claim the landscapes of the American West with versions of their
history carved in stone. They develop rituals that allow them not only to learn the
history of the nineteenth-century journey west, but to engage it with all of their
senses. Pioneers in the Attic examines the ways that contemporary Mormons
first spiritualized and then reliteralized and concretized several central theological
concepts in order to emphasize and make meaningful a center place even as
they become an increasingly place-less community"
How do you share the gospel with those who don't think they need it? Someone
you know is a Mormon—a family member, a coworker, a friend, or a neighbor—and
you long to present the truth about Jesus and what God's Word teaches. But
where do you start? How can you convey what's on your heart in a way that will
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be well received? Every relationship and situation is unique, and that's why these
essays from respected scholars, apologists, and pastors—including Sandra
Tanner, Robert Bowman, David Geisler, Bill McKeever, Mark Mittelberg, J.
Warner Wallace, Lynn Wilder, and others—lays out a variety of creative methods
for sharing the gospel effectively so you can... initiate authentic conversations
respond with compassion and clarity to Mormon teachings understand your
Mormon friends and find ways to keep the dialogue going Speaking the truth to
Mormons can feel daunting when you're unprepared. Let the suggestions in this
book give you solid ideas for reaching those who are lost but don't realize it.
Dr. Morain's remarkable psychological study of Joseph Smith, Jr. will be of
interest to a wide spectrum of readers -- as a social history, religious biography,
an account of the dissociative elements in poetic and spiritual genius, or simply a
gripping portrait of an ill-fated and tragic man.
Imagine what might happen if the solid foundation of what you believe suddenly
begins to shake... That’s exactly what happened to Lisa Brockman, a sixgeneration Mormon with lineage tracing back to the early church. In college, Lisa
found herself challenged to defend her faith, and the beliefs she knew to be true
began to unravel. In Out of Zion, Lisa shares her journey of discovering the
biblical Jesus and the key conversations that led her from the faith of her
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ancestors to conversion to Christianity. If you have reached a place of
questioning what you believe, or you long for confidence to share your faith with
others, Lisa provides the framework you need to… understand the nuances of the
history and evolution of Mormon culture learn to identify the vital differences
between the Mormon and biblical plans of salvation compassionately engage in
conversation with your Mormon friends and neighbors As you follow the evolution
of Lisa’s faith, you will face the same challenge to defend what you believe and,
ultimately, learn to share the gospel effectively with others.
Well-known authors and noted researchers John Ankerberg, John Weldon, and
Dillon Burroughs have updated and revised The Facts on the Mormon Church, a
significant title from the popular Facts On Series (more than 1.9 million copies of
books from this series sold). The Facts on the Mormon Church presents the truth
about the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—Mormon history, doctrines,
practices, and theology. Readers find well-researched and easy-to-understand
answers to many of the common and not-so-common questions surrounding this
high-profile church, all in a handy, quick-reference format. Topics include: How
did Mormonism originate? Who was Joseph Smith? Is it a Christian religion?
What does it teach about God? What is the Mormon doctrine regarding
salvation? Life after death? Who do they believe Jesus Christ was...is? What is
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the Book of Mormon? The Pearl of Great Price? Doctrine and Covenants?
The Mormon Culture of Salvation presents a comprehensive study of Mormon
cultural and religious life, offering important new theories of Mormonism - one of
the fastest growing movements and thought by many to be the next world
religion. Bringing social, scientific and theological perspectives to bear on the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Douglas Davies draws from
theology, history of religions, anthropology, sociology and psychology to present
a unique example of a truly interdisciplinary analysis in religious studies.
Examining the many aspects of Mormon belief, ritual, family life and history, this
book presents a new interpretation of the origin of Mormonism, arguing that
Mormonism is rooted in the bereavement experience of Joseph Smith, which
influenced the development of temple ritual for the dead and the genealogical
work of many Mormon families. Davies shows how the Mormon commitment to
work for salvation relates to current Mormon belief in conversion, and to
traditional Christian ideas of grace. The Mormon Culture of Salvation is an
important work for Mormons and non-Mormons alike, offering fresh insights into
how Mormons see the world and work for their future glory in heavenly realms.
Written by a non-Mormon with over 30 years' research experience into
Mormonism, this book is essential reading for those seeking insights into new
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interdisciplinary forms of analysis in religion, as well as all those studying or
interested in Mormonism and world religions. Douglas J. Davies is Professor in
the Study of Religion in the Department of Theology, Durham University, UK. He
is the author of many books including Death, Ritual and Belief (Cassell, 1997),
Mormon Identities in Transition (Cassell, 1994), Mormon Spirituality (1987), and
Meaning and Salvation in Religious Studies (Brill, 1984).
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