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Charles Darwin's groundbreaking work of
evolutionary biology, The Origin of Species
introduces the scientific theory of evolution, which
posits that species evolve over a period of many
generations through a process of natural selection.
Darwin's theories have been widely embraced by the
scientific community as fact and have laid the
foundation for subsequent major advances in the
field of biology. It is arguably one of the most
important scientific treatises ever written.
This volume provides the reader with clear, lively
and balanced introductions to the most recent
scholarship on Darwin and his intellectual legacies.
If Darwin were to examine the evidence today using
modern science, would his conclusions be the
same? Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species,
published over 150 years ago, is considered one of
history’s most influential books and continues to
serve as the foundation of thought for evolutionary
biology. Since Darwin’s time, however, new fields of
science have immerged that simply give us better
answers to the question of origins. With a Ph.D. in
cell and developmental biology from Harvard
University, Dr. Nathaniel Jeanson is uniquely
qualified to investigate what genetics reveal about
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origins. The Origins Puzzle Comes Together If the
science surrounding origins were a puzzle, Darwin
would have had fewer than 15% of the pieces to
work with when he developed his theory of evolution.
We now have a much greater percentage of the
pieces because of modern scientific research. As Dr.
Jeanson puts the new pieces together, a whole new
picture emerges, giving us a testable, predictive
model to explain the origin of species. A New
Scientific Revolution Begins Darwin’s theory of
evolution may be one of science’s “sacred cows,”
but genetics research is proving it wrong. Changing
an entrenched narrative, even if it’s wrong, is no
easy task. Replacing Darwin asks you to consider
the possibility that, based on genetics research, our
origins are more easily understood in the context of .
. . In the beginning . . . God, with the timeline found
in the biblical narrative of Genesis. There is a better
answer to the origins debate than what we have
been led to believe. Let the revolution begin! About
the Author Dr. Nathaniel Jeanson is a scientist and a
scholar, trained in one of the most prestigious
universities in the world. He earned his B.S. in
Molecular Biology and Bioinformatics from the
University of Wisconsin-Parkside and his PhD in Cell
and Developmental Biology from Harvard University.
As an undergraduate, he researched the molecular
control of photosynthesis, and his graduate work
involved investigating the molecular and
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physiological control of adult blood stem cells. His
findings have been presented at regional and
national conferences and have been published in
peer-reviewed journals, such as Blood, Nature, and
Cell. Since 2009, he has been actively researching
the origin of species, both at the Institute for Creation
Research and at Answers in Genesis.
The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin must rank
as one of the most influential and consequential
books ever published, initiating scientific, social and
religious ferment ever since its first publication in
1859. Its full title is The Origin of Species by Means
of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured
Races in the Struggle for Life, in some editions
prefaced by the word “On.” Darwin describes the
book as simply an “abstract” of his ideas, which are
more fully fleshed out and supported with detailed
examples in his other, more scholarly works (for
example, he wrote several long treatises entirely
about barnacles). The Origin of Species itself was
intended to reach a wider audience and is written in
such a way that any reasonably educated and
thoughtful reader can follow Darwin’s argument that
species of animals and plants are not independent
creations, fixed for all time, but mutable. Species
have been shaped in response to the effects of
natural selection, which Darwin compares to the
directed or manual selection by human breeders of
domesticated animals. The Origin of Species was
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eagerly taken up by the reading public, and rapidly
went through several editions. This Standard Ebooks
edition is based on the sixth edition published by
John Murray in 1872, generally considered to be the
definitive edition with many amendments and
updates by Darwin himself. The Origin of Species
has never been out of print and continues to be an
extremely popular work. Later scientific discoveries
such as the breakthrough of DNA sequencing have
refined our concept of some of Darwin’s ideas and
given us a better understanding of issues he found
puzzling, but the basic thrust of his theory remains
unchallenged. This book is part of the Standard
Ebooks project, which produces free public domain
ebooks.
The debut English-language collection of one of
South Korea's most distinctive and accomplished scifi authors Straddling science fiction, fantasy and
myth, the writings of award-winning author Bo-Young
Kim have garnered a cult following in South Korea,
where she is widely acknowledged as a pioneer and
inspiration. On the Origin of Species makes available
for the first time in English some of Kim's most
acclaimed stories, as well as an essay on science
fiction. Her strikingly original, thought-provoking work
teems with human and non-human beings, all of
whom are striving to survive through evolution,
whether biologically, technologically or socially.
Kim's literature of ideas offers some of the most
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rigorous and surprisingly poignant reflections on
posthuman existence being written today. Bo-Young
Kim (born 1975) won the inaugural Korean Science
& Technology Creative Writing Award with her first
published novella in 2004 and has gone on to win
the annual South Korean SF Novel Award three
times. In addition to writing, she regularly serves as
a lecturer, juror and editor of sci-fi anthologies, and
served as a consultant to Parasite director Bong
Joon Ho's earlier sci-fi film Snowpiercer. She has
novellas forthcoming from HarperCollins in 2021.
She lives in Gangwon Province, South Korea, with
her family.
Charles Darwin’s classic that exploded into public
controversy, revolutionized the course of science,
and continues to transform our views of the world.
Few other books have created such a lasting storm
of controversy as The Origin of Species. Darwin’s
theory that species derive from other species by a
gradual evolutionary process and that the average
level of each species is heightened by the “survival
of the fittest” stirred up popular debate to fever pitch.
Its acceptance revolutionized the course of science.
As Sir Julian Huxley, the noted biologist, points out
in his illuminating introduction, the importance of
Darwin’s contribution to modern scientific
knowledge is almost impossible to evaluate: “a truly
great book, one which can still be read with profit by
professional biologist.” Includes an Introduction by
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Sir Julian Huxley
Charles Darwin’s groundbreaking On the Origin of
Species is now available in an accessible, illustrated
edition for young readers that includes an
introduction, glossary, modern insight and
information, and more! Charles Darwin’s famous
theory of natural selection shook the world of
science to its core, challenging centuries of orthodox
beliefs about life itself. Darwin’s boundary-shattering
treatise was captured in On the Origin of Species,
originally published in 1859, a groundbreaking and
detailed study on ecological interrelatedness, the
complexity of animal and plant life, and the realities
of evolution. This Young Reader’s Edition makes
Darwin’s cornerstone of modern science accessible
to readers of all ages. Meticulously curated to honor
Darwin’s original text, this compelling edition also
provides contemporary insight, photographs,
illustrations, and more. This adaptation is a musthave for any reader with a curious mind and the
desire to explore one of the most influential books of
our time.
No book has changed our understanding of
ourselves more than Darwin's Origin of Species. It
caused a sensation on its first day of publication in
1859 and went on to become an international
bestseller. The idea that living things gradually
evolve through natural selection profoundly shocked
its Victorian readers, calling into question what had
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been for many the unshakeable belief that there was
a Creator. In this book, Janet Browne, Charles
Darwin's foremost biographer, shows why Darwin's
Origin of Species can fairly claim to be the greatest
science book ever published. She describes the
genesis of Darwin's theories, explains how they were
initially received and examines why they remain so
contentious today. Her book is a marvellously
readable account of the work that altered forever our
knowledge of what it is to be human.
From 1831-1836 Charles Darwin embarked on a
journey aboard the H.M.S. Beagle that eventually led
to him to the famous conclusions he drew in Origins
of Species by Means of Natural Selection. As the
ship’s naturalist, he made exhaustive observations
of the geology and natural history of the region and
collected numerous samples. The Voyage of the
Beagle is an account of his activities as well as of his
hypotheses on certain scientific phenomena. On the
Origin of Species revolutionized natural science. It
introduces the concepts of adaptation and natural
selection, and explores the topic of evolution, which
altered our understanding of the world.
A new, deluxe hardcover edition of one of the most
important scientific works ever written In December
1831, Charles Darwin boarded the HMS Beagle,
accompanying her crew on a five-year journey that
crossed the Atlantic Ocean to survey the coasts of
South America. As the expedition’s geologist and
Page 7/24

File Type PDF The New Origin Of Species By Dr
Nathaniel Jeanson
naturalist, Darwin collected evidence from the
Galapagos Islands and other locations which
prompted him to speculate that species evolve over
generations through a process of natural selection.
In 1859, Darwin published On the Origin of Species,
a work of scientific literature considered to be the
foundation of evolutionary biology. His revolutionary
work presented evidence from the Beagle expedition
as well as from years of subsequent research and
experimentation. Written for non-specialists,
Darwin’s book gained widespread interest from the
scientific community, religious leaders, politicians
and the general public. The theory Darwin presented
in his book quickly became the subject of heated
debate and discussion. Now accepted by the
scientific community, Darwin’s concepts of
evolutionary adaptation via natural selection are
central to modern evolutionary theory and form the
foundation of modern life sciences. Perhaps the
most transformative scientific volume ever published,
this volume of the first edition of On the Origin of
Species: Outlines Darwin’s ideas, scientific
influences and the core of his theory Details natural
selection and address possible objections to the
theory Examines the fossil record and biogeography
to support evolutionary adaptation Features a
"Recapitulation and Conclusion" which reviews key
concepts and considers the future relevance of
Darwin’s theory On the Origin of Species: The
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Science Classic is an important addition to the
bestselling Capstone Classics series edited by Tom
Butler-Bowdon. It includes an insightful Introduction
from leading Darwin scholar Dr John van Wyhe of
the University of Singapore, which presents new
research and an offers an original perspective on
Darwin and his famous work. This high-quality,
hardcover volume is a must-have for readers
interested in science and scientific literature,
particularly evolutionary theory and life sciences.
On the Origin of Species (or, more completely, On
the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection,
or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the
Struggle for Life), [3] published on 24 November
1859, is a work of scientific literature by Charles
Darwin which is considered to be the foundation of
evolutionary biology.[4] Darwin's book introduced the
scientific theory that populations evolve over the
course of generations through a process of natural
selection. It presented a body of evidence that the
diversity of life arose by common descent through a
branching pattern of evolution. Darwin included
evidence that he had gathered on the Beagle
expedition in the 1830s and his subsequent findings
from research, correspondence, and
experimentation
A lavish graphic adaptation of the landmark and
frequently contested 19th-century work on
evolutionary theory draws on the author's own words
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and rarely seen correspondence.
Replacing DarwinThe NEW Origin of SpeciesNew
Leaf Publishing Group
In December 2004, the National Academy of
Sciences sponsored a colloquium on
â€œSystematics and the Origin of Speciesâ€ to
celebrate Ernst Mayrâ€™s 100th anniversary and to
explore current knowledge concerning the origin of
species. In 1942, Ernst Mayr, one of the twentieth
centuryâ€™s greatest scientists, published
Systematics and the Origin of Species, a seminal
book of the modern theory of evolution, where he
advanced the significance of population variation in
the understanding of evolutionary process and the
origin of new species. Mayr formulated the transition
from Linnaeusâ€™s static species concept to the
dynamic species concept of the modern theory of
evolution and emphasized the species as a
community of populations, the role of reproductive
isolation, and the ecological interactions between
species. In addition to a preceding essay by Edward
O. Wilson, this book includes the 16 papers
presented by distinguished evolutionists at the
colloquium. The papers are organized into sections
covering the origins of species barriers, the
processes of species divergence, the nature of
species, the meaning of â€œspecies,â€ and genomic
approaches for understanding diversity and
speciation.
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Contemporary interest in Darwin rises from a general
ideal of what Darwin’s books ought to contain: a
theory of transformation of species by natural
selection. However, a reader opening Darwin’s
masterpiece, On the Origin of Species, today may be
struck by the fact that this "selectionist" view does
not deliver the key to many aspects of the book.
Without contesting the importance of natural
selection to Darwinism, much less supposing that a
fully-formed "Darwinism" stepped out of Darwin’s
head in 1859, this innovative volume aims to return
to the text of the Origin itself. Revisiting the 'Origin of
Species' focuses on Darwin as theorising on the
origin of variations; showing that Darwin himself was
never a pan-selectionist (in contrast to some of his
followers) but was concerned with "other means of
modification" (which makes him an evolutionary
pluralist). Furthermore, in contrast to common
textbook presentations of "Darwinism", Hoquet
stresses the fact that On the Origin of Species can
lend itself to several contradictory interpretations.
Thus, this volume identifies where rival
interpretations have taken root; to unearth the
ambiguities readers of Darwin have latched onto as
they have produced a myriad of Darwinian legacies,
each more or less faithful enough to the originator’s
thought. Emphasising the historical features,
complexities and intricacies of Darwin’s argument,
Revisiting the 'Origin of Species' can be used by any
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lay readers opening Darwin’s On the Origin of
Species. This volume will also appeal to students
and researchers interested in areas such as
Evolution, Natural Selection, Scientific Translations
and Origins of Life.
"Quammen brilliantly and powerfully re-creates the
19th century naturalist's intellectual and spiritual
journey."--Los Angeles Times Book Review Twentyone years passed between Charles Darwin's
epiphany that "natural selection" formed the basis of
evolution and the scientist's publication of On the
Origin of Species. Why did Darwin delay, and what
happened during the course of those two decades?
The human drama and scientific basis of these years
constitute a fascinating, tangled tale that elucidates
the character of a cautious naturalist who initiated an
intellectual revolution.
The origin of species has fascinated both biologists
and the general public since the publication of
Darwin's Origin of Species in 1859. Significant
progress in understanding the process was achieved
in the "modern synthesis," when Theodosius
Dobzhansky, Ernst Mayr, and others reconciled
Mendelian genetics with Darwin's natural selection.
Although evolutionary biologists have developed
significant new theory and data about speciation in
the years since the modern synthesis, this book
represents the first systematic attempt to summarize
and generalize what mathematical models tell us
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about the dynamics of speciation. Fitness
Landscapes and the Origin of Species presents both
an overview of the forty years of previous theoretical
research and the author's new results. Sergey
Gavrilets uses a unified framework based on the
notion of fitness landscapes introduced by Sewall
Wright in 1932, generalizing this notion to explore
the consequences of the huge dimensionality of
fitness landscapes that correspond to biological
systems. In contrast to previous theoretical work,
which was based largely on numerical simulations,
Gavrilets develops simple mathematical models that
allow for analytical investigation and clear
interpretation in biological terms. Covering
controversial topics, including sympatric speciation
and the effects of sexual conflict on speciation, this
book builds for the first time a general, quantitative
theory for the origin of species.
States the evidence for a theory of evolution,
explains how evolution takes place, and discusses
instinct, hybridism, fossils, distribution, and
classification.
When we think of great events in the history of the
world, we tend to think of war, revolution, political
upheaval or natural catastrophe. But throughout
history there have been moments of vital importance
that have taken place not on the battlefield, or in the
palaces of power, or even in the violence of nature,
but between the pages of a book. In our digitised
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age of instant information it is easy to underestimate
the power of the printed word. In his fascinating
book, Melvyn Bragg presents a vivid reminder of the
book as agent of social, political and personal
revolution. 12 Books that Changed the World
presents a rich variety of human endeavour and a
great diversity of characters. There are also
surprises. Here are famous books by Darwin,
Newton and Shakespeare - but we also discover the
stories behind some less well-known works, such as
Marie Stopes' Married Love, the original radical
feminist Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman - and even the rules to an obscure
ball game that became the most popular sport in the
world . . .
A world-famous scientist presents a synthesis of
modern views on the principles of evolution. The
result of twenty-five years of research, The Meaning
of Evolution follows the rise and fall of the dynasties
of life through the 2,000,000,000 years of the history
of earth. It explains what forces have been acting to
bring about evolution and re-examines human aims,
values, and duties in the light of what science
discloses of the nature of man and of his place in the
history of life. The clearest and soundest exposition
of the nature of the evolutionary process that has yet
been written...The book may be read with equal
profit and pleasure by the general reader, the
student, and the expert.-Ashley Montagu, Isis This
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book is, without question, the best general work on
the meaning of evolution to appear in our time.-The
New York Times
A dual publication of two of the author's influential
works includes his nineteenth-century discussion of
his revolutionary theory of evolution by means of
natural selection and his 1839 account of his
journeys to South America and the Pacific Islands.
Darwin, Then and Now is a journey through the most
amazing story in the history of science;
encapsulating who Darwin was, what he said and
what scientists have discovered since the publication
of The Origin of Species in 1859. While recognized
as one of the most influential individuals of the
twentieth century, little is widely known about his
personal life, interests, and motivations. This book
explores Darwins driving passion using Darwins own
words from The Origin of Species, Autobiography,
Voyage of the Beagle and letters. In retracing the
roots of evolution from the Greeks, Darwin, Then
and Now journeys through the dynamics of the
eighteenth century that lead to the publication of The
Origin of Species and the succeeding role of key
players in the emerging evolution revolution. Darwin,
Then and Now examines Darwins theory with more
than three-hundred quotations from The Origin of
Species, spotlighting what Darwin said concerning
the origin of species and natural selection using the
American Museum of Natural History Darwin exhibit
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format. With over one-thousand referenced
quotations from scientists and historians, Darwin,
Then and Now explores the scientific evidence over
the past 150 years from the fossil record, molecular
biology, embryology, and modern genetics. Join the
blog at www.DarwinThenAndNow.com to post your
comments and questions.
Presents Darwin's masterwork on evolution with
extensive annotations by an experienced field
biologist.
From the Siberian permafrost to balmy California,
scientists across the globe are working to resurrect
all kinds of extinct animals, from ones that just left us
to those that have been gone for many thousands of
years. Their tools in this hunt are both fossils and
cutting-edge genetic technologies. Some of these
scientists are driven by sheer curiosity; others view
the lost species as a powerful weapon in the fight to
preserve rapidly changing ecosystems. It seems
certain that these animals will walk the earth again,
but what world will that give us? And is any of this a
good idea? Science journalist Torill Kornfeldt
travelled the world to meet the men and women
working to bring these animals back from the dead.
Along the way, she has seen the mammoth that has
been frozen for 20,000 years, and visited the places
where these furry giants will live again.
This is the first edition of Charles Darwin's On the
Origin of Species, published on November 24, 1859
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in London by John Murray. It is a seminal work in
scientific literature and a landmark work in
evolutionary biology. It introduced the theory that
populations evolve over the course of generations
through a process of natural selection. It presented a
body of evidence that the diversity of life arose by
common descent through a branching pattern of
evolution. The starting chapters introduce the theory
of natural selection, explaining why certain species
thrive, while others decrease in number, how the
members of nature are in competition with each
other and why organisms tend to vary and change
with time. Much of this work is based on experiments
and observations seen within domestic animals and
plants. The later chapters defend the theory of
natural selection against apparent inconsistencies,
why geological records are incomplete, why we find
species so widespread and how sterility can be
inherited when the organisation is unable to
reproduce and more. The book is approachable for
any audience.
In explaining his individuality thesis, Michael T.
Ghiselin provides extended discussions of such
philosophical topics as definition, the reality of
various kinds of groups, and how we classify traits
and processes. He develops and applies the
implications for general biology and other sciences
and makes the case that a better understanding of
species and of classification in general puts
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biologists and paleontologists in a much better
position to understand nature in general, and such
processes as extinction in particular.
The "Origin" Then and Now is a unique guide to
Darwin's masterwork, making it accessible to a much
wider audience by deconstructing and reorganizing
the Origin in a way that allows for a clear explanation
of its key concepts. The "Origin" Then and Now is an
indispensable primer for anyone seeking to
understand Darwin's Origin of Species and the ways
it has shaped the modern study of evolution.
Winner of the 2008 Governor General’s Award for
Fiction Montreal during the turbulent mid-1980s:
Chernobyl has set Geiger counters thrumming
across the globe, HIV/AIDS is cutting a deadly swath
through the gay population worldwide, and locally,
tempers are flaring over the recent codification of
French as the official language of Quebec. Hiding
out in a seedy apartment near campus, Alex
Fratarcangeli (“Don’t worry. . . . I can’t even
pronounce it myself”), an awkward, thirty-something
grad student, is plagued by the sensation that his
entire life is a fraud. Scarred by a distant father and
a dangerous relationship with his ex Liz, and
consumed by a floundering dissertation linking
Darwin’s theory of evolution with the history of
human narrative, Alex has come to view love and
other human emotions as “evolutionary surplus,
haphazard neural responses that nature had latched
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onto for its own insidious purposes.” When Alex
receives a letter from Ingrid, the beautiful woman he
knew years ago in Sweden, notifying him of the
existence of his five-year-old son, he is gripped by a
paralytic terror. Whenever Alex’s thoughts grow
darkest, he recalls Desmond, the British professor
with dubious credentials whom he met years ago in
the Galapagos. Treacherous and despicable,
wearing his ignominy like his rumpled jacket,
Desmond nonetheless caught Alex in his thrall and
led him to some life-altering truths during their weeks
exploring Darwin’s islands together. It is only now
that Alex can begin to comprehend these unlikely life
lessons, and see a glimmer of hope shining through
what he had thought was meaninglessness.
"The Origin of Species," by Charles Darwin, is part of
the "Barnes & Noble Classics"""series, which offers
quality editions at affordable prices to the student
and the general reader, including new scholarship,
thoughtful design, and pages of carefully crafted
extras. Here are some of the remarkable features of
"Barnes & Noble Classics" New introductions
commissioned from today's top writers and scholars
Biographies of the authors Chronologies of
contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural
events Footnotes and endnotes Selective
discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books,
plays, paintings, operas, statuary, and films inspired
by the work Comments by other famous authors
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Study questions to challenge the reader's viewpoints
and expectations Bibliographies for further reading
Indices & Glossaries, when appropriate All editions
are beautifully designed and are printed to superior
specifications; some include illustrations of historical
interest. "Barnes & Noble Classics "pulls together a
constellation of influencesbiographical, historical,
and literaryto enrich each reader's understanding of
these enduring works.On December 27, 1831, the
young naturalist Charles Darwin left Plymouth
Harbor aboard the HMS Beagle. For the next five
years, he conducted research on plants and animals
from around the globe, amassing a body of evidence
that would culminate in one of the greatest
discoveries in the history of mankindthe theory of
evolution. Darwin presented his stunning insights in
a landmark book that forever altered the way human
beings view themselves and the world they live in. In
"The Origin of Species," he convincingly
demonstrates the fact of evolution: that existing
animals and plants cannot have appeared separately
but must have slowly transformed from ancestral
creatures. Most important, the book fully explains the
mechanism that effects such a transformation:
natural selection, the idea that made evolution
scientifically intelligible for the first time. One of the
few revolutionary works of science that is
engrossingly readable, "The Origin of Species" not
only launched the science of modern biology but
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also has influenced virtually all subsequent literary,
philosophical, and religious thinking. George Levine,
Kenneth Burke Professor of English Literature at
Rutgers University, has written extensively about
Darwin and the relation of science and literature,
particularly in" Darwin and the Novelists." He is the
author of many related books, including "The
Realistic Imagination, Dying to Know," and his
birdwatching memoirs, "Lifebirds.""
Reproduction of the original: The Foundations of the
Origin of Species by Charles Darwin
A modern geneticist revisits Darwin's classic work to
offer contemporary examples and modern research
that confirm the book's conclusions on evolution.
Introduction by Edward J. Larson ?Perhaps the most
readable and accessible of the great works of
scientific inquiry, The Origin of Species sold out its
first printing on the very day it was published in
1859. Theologians quickly labeled Charles Darwin
the most dangerous man in England and, as the
Saturday Review noted, the uproar over the book
quickly “passed beyond the bounds of the study and
lecture-room into the drawing-room and the public
street.” Based largely on Darwin’s experience as a
naturalist while on a five-year voyage aboard H. M.
S. Beagle, The Origin of Species set forth a theory of
evolution and natural selection that challenged
contemporary beliefs about divine providence and
the immutability of species. This Modern Library
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edition includes a Foreword by the Pulitzer
Prize–winning science historian Edward J. Larson,
an introductory historical sketch, and a glossary
Darwin later added to the original text.
The fifteenth volume in a 29-volume set which contain all
Charles Darwin's published works. Darwin was one of
the most influential figures of the 19th century. His work
remains a central subject of study in the history of ideas,
the history of science, zoology, botany, geology and
evolution.
Charles Darwin’s most famous book On the Origin of
Species is without question, one of the most important
books ever written. While even the grandest works of
Victorian English can prove difficult to modern readers,
Darwin wrote his text in haste and under intense
pressure. For an era in which Darwin is more talked
about than read, Daniel Duzdevich offers a clear,
modern English rendering of Darwin’s first edition.
Neither an abridgement nor a summary, this version
might best be described as a "translation" for
contemporary English readers. A monument to reasoned
insight, the Origin illustrates the value of extensive
reflection, carefully gathered evidence, and sound
scientific reasoning. By removing the linguistic barriers to
understanding and appreciating the Origin, this edition
aims to bring 21st-century readers into closer contact
with Darwin’s revolutionary ideas.
This volume investigates the development of systematics
as a discipline through the lens of the life and work of the
naturalist Coenraad Jacob Temminck (1778–1858), the
first director of ’s Rijks Museum van Natuurlijke Historie
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(National Museum of Natural History) in Leiden, the
Netherlands.
The scientist who has been dubbed the “Father of
Intelligent Design” and author of the groundbreaking
book Darwin’s Black Box contends that recent scientific
discoveries further disprove Darwinism and strengthen
the case for an intelligent creator. In his controversial
bestseller Darwin’s Black Box, biochemist Michael Behe
challenged Darwin’s theory of evolution, arguing that
science itself has proven that intelligent design is a better
explanation for the origin of life. In Darwin Devolves,
Behe advances his argument, presenting new research
that offers a startling reconsideration of how Darwin’s
mechanism works, weakening the theory’s validity even
more. A system of natural selection acting on random
mutation, evolution can help make something look and
act differently. But evolution never creates something
organically. Behe contends that Darwinism actually
works by a process of devolution—damaging cells in DNA
in order to create something new at the lowest biological
levels. This is important, he makes clear, because it
shows the Darwinian process cannot explain the creation
of life itself. “A process that so easily tears down
sophisticated machinery is not one which will build
complex, functional systems,” he writes. In addition to
disputing the methodology of Darwinism and how it
conflicts with the concept of creation, Behe reveals that
what makes Intelligent Design unique—and right—is that it
acknowledges causation. Evolution proposes that
organisms living today are descended with modification
from organisms that lived in the distant past. But
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Intelligent Design goes a step further asking, what
caused such astounding changes to take place? What is
the reason or mechanism for evolution? For Behe, this is
what makes Intelligent Design so important.
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